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No. I. Kt'V-' 

THAT the Court of DireAors of the Eaft India 
Company, from a jtift fenfe of the danger and 
odium incident to the extefifion of their conquefts in 
the Eaft Indies, and from an experience of the difc 
orders and corrupt pra&ices, which intrigues and ne- 
gociations to bring about revolutions among the coun- 
try powers had produced, did pofitively and repeated* 
ly direft their fervants; in Bengal not to engage in any 
offenfive war whatfoever : — That the faid Court laid it 
down as an invariable maxim, which ought ever to be 
maintained, that they were to avoid taking part in the po- 
litical fcbemes of any of the country princes \ and did, ia 
particular, order and direct, that they fhould not en- 
gage with a certain Prince called Sujah ul Dowla, Na^ 
bob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, in any ope- 
rations, beyond certain limits in the faid orders fpecialty 
* defcribed. 

B That 


"V 



A R T I C L E -I. 

".* That Warren Haftings, Efquire, then Governor of 
Fort William in Bengal, did, with other Members of 
the Council, declare his cleat under (landing ©f the 
true intent and meaning of the laid pofitive and re- 
peated orders and injundlions; — did exprefs to the 
Court of Dlredors his approbation of the policy there- 
of ; — did declare, that he adopted the fame witbfinceri- 
ty and fxtisfattion^ and that he was too well aware of the 
Puinous tendency of all fcbemes of conquejt, ever to adopt 
tbenty or ever to depart from the abfolute line of felf de- 
fence, unlefs impelled to it by the moft obvious neceffity ;— 
did fignify to the Nabob of Oude the faid orders, and 
his obligation 1 to yield punctual obedience thereto ; 
and did folemnly engage and promife to the Court of 
Dire&ors, with the unanimous concurrence of the whole 
Council, " That no objed: or consideration rhould 
" either tejppt or-compel him to pafs the political line, 
" which they (the Directors) had laid down for his 
" operations wiih the Vizier ;" < (Turing the Court of, 
Dire&ors, tbat he " fcarce faw a poffible advantage, 
€c which could compcufate the hazard and expence to 

u be incurred by a contrary condudt :" That he 

did frequently repeat tl^e fame 'declarations, or declar- 
ations to the fame effeft, particularly in a letter to the 
Nabob hrmfelf of the Z2d of November 1773, in the 
following words: " The commands of my fuperiors 
4C are, 2$ I Jjave. repeatedly informed you, peremptory, 
" that I (hall not iuffer their arms to be carried beyond 
* c -the line of their own boundaries, and thofe of your 
." Excellency their Ally." 

r 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in direct contradic- 
tion to the faid orders, and to h : s own fenfe of their 
.propriety and coercive author ty, and in breach of his 
exprefs promifes and engagements* did, in September 
.1773, enter into a private engagement w:th the faid 
Nabob of Oude, who was the fpecial objedt of the 
.prohibition, to furnilh him, for a ftipulated fum ot 
jnoney, to be paid to the Eat India Company, with 
•a body of troops, for the declared porpofe of 
u .thorougly extirpating the nation of the Rohillas ; ,, -— . 

a na- 
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a nation, from whom the Company hadkicvcf receiv- 
ed, or pretended to receive or apprehend", any injury 
whatfoever ; whofe country, in the month of February 
1 773, by an unanimous Refolution of the faid Warren 
Haflings and his Council, was included in the Jineof 
defence again ft the Marattas, and from whom the Na- 
bob never complained of an aggfeflion or aft of hof- 
tility, nor pretended a diftinft caufe of quarrel, other 
than the non-payment of a fum of money *in cjiipute 
between him and that people. 

That fuppofing the film of money in queftion to 
have been ftri&ly due to the faid Nabob, by virtue of 
any engagement between him and the Rohilla Chiefs, 
the Eaft India Company, or their reprefentatives, were 
not parties to that engagement, or guarantees thereof, 
nor bound by any obligation whatever to enforce the 
execution of it. 

That, previous to the faid Warren Haftings's enter- 
tering into the agreement or bargain aforefaid, to extir- 
pate the faid nation, he did not make, or caufe to bs 
made, a due enquirv* into the validity of the fole pre- 
text ufed by the faid Nabob 5 nor dd he give notice of 
the faid claims of debt to the nation of the Rohillas, 
in order to receive an explanation on their part of thfe 
matter in • litigation, nor did he offer any mediation, 
nor propofe, nor afford an opportunity of propolingi 
an agreement or fubmiflion, by which the calamities of 
war might be avoided ; z$,by the high ftate in w* ch 
the Eaft India Company ftood as a Sovereign Powc . in 
the Eaft, and the honour and character it ought to 
maintain, as well as by the principles of equity and 
humanity, and by the true and obvious policy of 
uniting the power of the Mahometan Princes againft 
the Marattas, he was fcound to do : That, iniLadof 
fuch previous enquiry, or tender of good offices, the 
faid Warren Haftings did Simulate the ambition and 
ferocity of the Nabob of Oude to the full completion 
of the inhuman end of the faid unjuftifiable enter- 
prize, by informing him,." that it would be abfolve- 
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5 C ly neceffaty to perfevejre in it until it fhould be ac T 
" compU^ed ;" pretending, that a fear of the Com- 
jaany's difjileafure was his. motive for annexing the ac T 
complifhment of the eaterprize as a condition of his 
affiftance, and afierting, <c that he could not hazard or 
cc anfwer for the difpleafure of the Company, his maf- 
f ters, if they fhould fityd themfelyes involved in a 
** fruitlefs war, or in an expence for profecuting it ;' ? 
a pretence tending to the high dishonour of the Eaft 
India Company, as if the gain to be acquired was tq 
reconcile that body to the breach of their own orders, 
jprohibiting all fuch enterprises. And in order fur- 
ther to involve the fa'd Nabob beyond the power of 
retreating, he did, in the courfe of the proceeding^ 
purpofely.put the faid Nabob under difficulties In cafe 
hpJbould decline that war, and did oblige him to ac? 
cept even the permiflion to relinqujfh the execution of 
this unjuft projeft as a favour, and to make concejjiins 
for it •, thereby acting as if the Company were prin- 
cipals in the hoftiiity \ and employing for this purpofe 
much double dealing, and divers unworthy artifices, 
to entangle and perplex the faid NaI?oT}, but by 
means of which he found himfelf (as he has entered ic 
on . Record) hampered, and embarrqffed in a particular 
manner. 

Thatthcfaid compact foroffepfive alliance in favour 
of a great Prince, againft.a confiderable nation, wa$ 
not carried on by proje&s and counter-proje&s in writ- 
ing 5 nqr were the articles and conditions thereof form- 
ed into any regular written . inftrument, figned and 
fealed by the. parties ; but the whole (both the negocia- 
tion and the compaft of offenfive alliance againft the 
Rohillas) was a mere verbal engagement, the purport 
«md coaventions whereof no where appeared, except in 
JTubftquent correfpondence, in which certain of the 
Articles, as they were flatec] by the feveral parties, did 
materially differ; — a. proceeding new and unprece- 
dented, and direftly leading to mutual mifconftruc- 
tion, evaficn, and ill faith,, anji tending to encourage 
and prpted every fpecies oi corrupt, clandeftine 'prac- 
tice:— 


.ARTICLE 1^ 9 

rice: — That, at the time when rhi$ private verbal a- 
greement was made by the faid Warren Haftings with 
the Nabob of Ou.de, a public oilenfible tregty was 
concluded by him with the faid Nabob, in which there 
is no mention whatever of fuch agreement, or reference 
whatever to it ; in defence of which omiflion, it is at 
ferted by the faid Warren Haftings, that the multiplica- 
tion of Treaties weakens their efficacy , and therefore they 
Jhould be referved only for very important and permanent 
pb ligations ; notwichftandin^Ke had previoufly declared 
to the faid Nabob, " that the points, which he had 
f € propofsd, required much confident ion, and the prc- 
lc vious ratification of a formal agreement before he, 
+< could confent tp jhem." — That the whole of the 
faid verbal agreement with the Nabob of Oude in his 
own perfon, without any affiftance on his part, was 
carried on and concluded by the laid Warren Haftings 
alone, without any perfon who might witnels the fame ; 
without the intervention even of an interpreter, though. 
he confeflfcs that he fpoke the Hindoftan language i/»- 
perfeSlfy, and although he had with him at that ttnje 
and place, feveral perfops high in the Company's fer- 
vice and confidence; namely, the Commander inCh : cf. 
of their fftrces, two members of their Council, and the 
Secretary to the Council, who were not otherwife ac- 
quainted with the proceedings between him and the 
faid Nabob, than by fuph communications as he 
thought fit to make to them. 

That the objeft avowed by the faid Warren Haftings, 
and the motives urged by him, for employing the 
JlritHh arms in the utter extirpation of the Rohilla na- 
tion* are ftated by himfelf in the following terms: 
" The acquifition of forty lacks of rupees to the Com- 
* c pany, and of fo much fpecie added to the exhaufted 
* c currency of our Provinces -,-^that it would, give 
f € wealth to the Nabob of Oude, of which we (hould 
<c participate ; — that the faid Warren Haftings Jhould 
f € always be ready to profefs that he did reckon the 
** probable acquifition of wealth among his reafons. 
* 4 for taking up arms againft his neighbours* — that it 
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€t would cafe the Company of a confiderable part of 
u their military expence, and preferve their troops from 
*< inadtion and relaxation ot difcipline;-^that the weak 
" ftateofthe Rohillas promilcd ap eafy conqueft of 
*' them ; and, finally, that fuch was his idea of the 
*' Company's diftrefs at home, added to his know-* 
u ledge of their wants abroad, that he fhould have 
€C been glad of any occafion to employ their forces, 
* c which faved fo much of their pay and expejices/' 

That, in the private verbal agreement aforefaid, for 
offenfive war, the faid. Warrerr Haftings did tranfgref$ 
the bounds of the authority given him by his inftruc- 
tions /rom $he Council of Fort William, which had 
limited his powers to fuch compafts " as were con*- 
" fiftent with the fpirit of the Company's orders *" 
which Council he afterwards peffuaded, and with dif- 
ficulty drew into an acqqiefcence in what he Jiad 
done* - 

That the agreement, to the eflfeft aforefaid, was 
ftttlcd in the faid fecrct conferences, before the ioth 
of September 1773 ; but the faid Warren Haftings, 
concealing from the Court of Directors * matter of 
f which it was his duty to afford them the earlicft and 
fulleft information, did, on the faid ioth of Septerp~ 
ber 1773,, write to the Direftors, and difpatched his 
letter over land, giving them an account of the public 
treaty, but taking not the lead notice ©f his agree- 
ment for a mercenary war againft the nation of the 
Rohillas, 

That, in order to copceal the true purport of the 
f*id clandeftine agreement the more effcdtually, an$ 
until he (hould find means of gaining over the reft qf 
the Council to a concurrence in his difobedience of 
orders, he entered a minute in the Council Books, 
giving a falfe account of the tranfa&ion ; in which 
minute he reprefented, that the Nabob had indeed 
prcpofed the defign aforefaid, and that he (the faic^ 
Warren Haftings) was pleafed that he urged the fibeme 

of 
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4f this expedition no further ; when, in reality and truth, 
he had.abfelutely.confented to the faid enterpriae, and 
had engaged to aflift him in it (which he afterwards 
admitted) and confefTed that he did att in confluence 
of the fame. 

That the faid Warren Haftings and his Council 
were fenfible of the true nature of the enterprfce in 
which they had engaged the Company's arms, and of 
the heavy refponubilitv to which it would fubje& 
himfelf and the Council, tC the perfonal hazard they, 
" the Council, run, in undertaking fo uncommon a 
€C meafure, without pojitive inftru&ions, at their own 
cc rifk, with the eyes of the whole nation on the affairs 
€C of the Company, and thepaffions and prejudices of 
" almoft every man in England inflamed againft the 
" conduct of the Company, and the character of its 
u fervants ;" — yet they engaged in the very pradlice, 
which had brought fuch odium on the Company, and 
on the character of its fervants, though they further 
fay, that they had continually before their eyet> the 
dread of forfeiting 'the favour of their employers^ and be- 
coming the u objefts of popular inve&ives." The faid 
Warren Haftings himferf fays, at the very time when 
lie propofed the meafure, cc I muft confefs, I enter- 
" tain fpme doubts as to its expediency at this time, 
u from the circumftances of the Company at home, 
t€ expofed to popular clamour, and all its tpeafures 
t€ liable to be canvaffca in Parliament ; their charter 
" drawing to a \clofe, and his Majefty's Miftifters 
" unqueftionably ready to take advantage of every 
" unfavourable circumftance in the negotiations of 
cc its renewal." All thefe confiderations did not pre- 
vent the faid Warren Haftings from making and 
carrying into execution the faid mercenary agreement 
for a fum of money, the payment of which the Na- 
bob endeavoured to evade on a conftru&ion of the 
verbal treaty -, and was fo far from being iniiitcd on, 
as it ought to have been, by the faid Warren Haf- 
tings, that when, after the completion of the fcrvtce, 
the Commander in Chief was dire&ed to make a de- 
mand 
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roand - of the money, the agent of the faid Warreri 
Haftings at the fame time affured the Nabob, " that 
f< the demand was nothing more than matter of form,; 
<c common, and even necefiary in all public tranfac- 
*• tions ; and that, although the Board cohfidered the 
" claim of the Government literally due, it was not 
" the intention of adminiftration to prescribe tp his 
" Excellency the mode? or even limits of payment" Nor 
was any part of the money recovered until the efta- 
blifhmentof the Governor General and Council by Aft 
of Parliament, and their determination to withdraw^ 
the brigade from the Nabob's frrvice ; the Refident at 
his Court, appointed by the faid Warren Haftings* 
having written that he had experienced much duplicity and 
deceit in meft of bis tranfaftions with' his Excellency \ and 
the faid Nabob and his fucceflbrs falling back in 
other payments in the fame or- greater proportion, as' 
he advanced in the payment of this debt ; the tbnii- 
deration of lucre to the Company, the declared riffo- 
trve'to J this ftiameful tranfa&ion, totally failed, and ria' 
money in effdft and fubftance (as far as by any ac- 
count tb be depended 6n appears) has been obtained. 

That che faid Nabob of Oude did, in cOnfequence 
of the faid agreement, £nd with the afliftance of Bri- 
ti'Qi troops, which were ordered to rriarch, and fub- 
jefted to his difpofal by the faid Warren Haftingy 
and the Council,, unjuftly enter into and invade the 
country of the Rohillas, and did there make war in a 
barbarous and inhuman manner, " by an abufe of 
*< viftory /' u by the unneceflary deftru&ion of the 
" country ; " *' by a wanton difplay of violence and 
" oppreffion, of inhumanity and cruelty-," and " by the 
" fudden expulfion and cafting down of an whole race 
u of people, to whbm the flighted benevolence was 
€ * denied." Whcrn prayer was made not to difhonour 
the Begum (a Princefs of great rank, whofe hufband 
had been killed in battle) and other women, by drag- 
ging them about the country, to be haded with the feoffs of 
the Nabob's rabble^ and otberwife ft ill worfe ufed -, the 
Nabob refufed to liften to the intreacies of a Britilh 
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Commander in Chief in their favour ; and the faid 
women of high rank were expofcd ndt only to the 
vileft perfonal indignities, but even to abfolute want; 
and thefe tranfa&ions being by Colonel Champion 
communicated to the faid Warren Haftings, inftead of 
commendations for his intelligence, and orders to re- 
drefs the faid evils, and to prevent the like in future, 
by means which were fuggefted, and which appear to 
have been proper and feafible, he received a repri- 
mand from the faid Warren Haftings, who declared 
that we had no authority to controul the condudt of 
the Vizier in the treatment of his fubjefts : And that 
Colonel Champion defifted from making further repre- 
fentations on this fubjeft to the faid Warren Haftings, 
being apprehenfive of having already run fome rifque 
of difpleafing, by perhaps a too free communication 
of fentiments. — That in confequence of the faid pro- 
ceedingk, hot only the eminent families of the Chiefs 
of the Rohilla nation were either cut off or banifhed, 
and their wives and offspring reduced to utter ruin, 
but the country itfelf, heretofore diftinguiftied above 
all others for the extent of its cultivation, as a Garden^ 
not having one Jpot in it of uncultivated ground, and 
from being in the tnofi fleurijhing ftate that a country 
could be, was, by the inhuman mode of carrying on 
the war, and the ill government during the confequent 
ufurpation, reduced to a ftate of great decay and de- 
population in which it ftill remains. 

That the Eaft India Company, having had reafon 
to conceive that, for the purpofe of concealing corrupt 
tranfadions, their fervants in India had made unfair, 
mutilated, and garbled communications of correfpon- 
dence, and fometimes had wholly withheld the fame^ 
trtade an order in their letter of the 23d of March 
1770, in the following tenor : — " The Governor fingly 
c< (hall correfpond with the country powers; but all 
" letters, before they ftiall be by him fent, muft be 
€C communicated to the other Members of the Select 
€€ Committee, and receive their approbation ; and alfo 
" all letters wbatfoever which may be received by the 
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" Governor, in anfwer to or in courfe of correfpon- 
4C dence, Ihall likewife be laid before the faid SeleA 
u Committee, for their information and confidera- 
** tion." — And that in their inftruftions to their Go- 
vernor General and Council, dated 30th March 1774*, 
they did repeat their orders to the fame purpofe and 
effed:. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did not obey, as in 
duty he was bound to do, the faid (landing orders; 
nor did communicate all his correfpondencc with Mr. 
Middleton, the Company's Agent at the Court of the 
Soubah of Oude* or with Colonel Champion, the 
Commander in Chief of the Cpmpany's Forces in the 
Rohilla war, to the Seleft Committee : And when 
afterwards, that is to fay, on the 25th of Oftober 1774* 
he was required by the majority of the Council ap- 
pointed by the A<£t of Parliament of 1773, whofc 
opinion was by the faid Aft direfted to be taken as 
the Adt of the whole Council, to produce all his cor- 
refpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colonel Cham- 
pion, for the direftion of their future proceedings, re- 
lative to the obfeure, intricate, and critical tranfac- 
tion aforefaid, he did pofitiyely and pertinacioufly re- 
fufe to deliver any other than fuch parts of the faid 
correfpondence as he thought convenient ; covering 
his faid illegal refufal under general vague pretences 
of fecrecy, and danger from the communication ; al- 
though the faid order and inftrudion of the Court of 
Directors above-mentioned ^was urged to him, and al- 
thpugh it was reprefented to him by the faid Council, 
that they, as well as he, were bound by an oath of 
fecrecy : W.hich refufal to obey the orders of the 
Court of Directors (orders fpecially and on weighty 
grounds of experience pointed to cafes of this very 
nature) gave rile to much jealoufy, and excited great 
fufpicions relative to the motives and grounds oa 
which the Rohilla War had been undertaken. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in the grounds al- 
ledged in his juftification, of his refufal to communicate 

to 
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Co his colleagues in the fuperior Council, his corref- 
pondence with Mr. Middleton, the Company's refident 
at Oude, was guilty of anew offence; arrogating to 
himlelf unprecedented and dangerous powers, on prin- 
ciples utterly fubverlive of all order and difcipline in 
fervice, and introdu&ory to corrupt confederacies and 
difobedience among the Company's fervants ; the laid 
Warren Haftings infilling, that Mr. Middleton, the 
Company's covenanted fervant, the public refident 
for tranfa&ing the Company's affairs at the Court of 
the Soubah of Oude, and as fuch receiving from the 
Company a falary for his fervice, was no other than 
the official agent of him the faid Warren Haftings, and 
that, being fuch, ht was not obliged to communicate 
his correfpondence. 

That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a Ge- 
neral Court of the Proprietors of the Eaft India Conv 
pany, although the latter (hewed favourable difpofiti- 
ons towards the faid Warren Haftings, and exprefied 
(but without aligning any ground or reafon) the high- 
*eft opinion of hisfervices and integrity, did unanimous- 
ly condemn (along with his conduft relative to the 
Kohilla treaty and war,) his rcfufal to communicate his 
whole correfpondence with Mr. Middleton to the Su- 
perior Council ; yet the faid Warren Haftings, in defi- 
ance of the opinion of the Dire&ors, and the unani- 
mous opinion of the General Court of the faid Eaft 
India Conlpany, as well as the precedent pofitive orders 
of the Court of Directors, and the injunctions of an 
A<5t of Parliament, has, from that time to the prefent, 
never made any communication of the whole of his 
correfpondence to the Governor General and Council^ 
Of to the Court of Dirc&ors. 


C * No. IX* 


C i« J 


No. II. 

9 

THAT, in a folemn Treaty of Peace, concluded 
the 1 6th of Auguft 1765, between the Eaft India 
Company and the lats Nabob of Qude, Shuja ul Dowla, 
and highly approved of, confirmed, and ratified by the 
faid Company, it is agreed, « That the King Shaw 
€i Allum fhall remain in full pofleffion of Cora, and 
« c fuch part of the Province of llliabadas he now pof- 
* 6 feffes, which are ceded to his Majefty as a royal Dc- 
u mefne, for the fupport of jris Dignity and Ex-pen-* 
" ces." — That, in a feparate agreement, concluded at 
the fame time, between the King Shaw Allum, and the 
then Subadar of Bengal, under the immediate fecurity 
and guaranty of the Englifh Company, the Faith of 
the Company was pledged to the faid King for the an- 
nual payment of twenty-fix lack of rupees, for his 
fupport, out of the revenues of Bengal; and that the 
faid Company did then receive from the faid King a 
grant of the Dewanny of the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriffa, on the exprefs condition of their 
being fecurity for the annual payment abovementioned ; 
— That the Eaft India Company have held, and con- 
tinue to hold the Dewanny fo granted, and, for fomc 
Years, have complied with the conditions, on which 
they accepted of the grant thereof 5 and have at all 
times acknowledged that they held the Dewanny /* 
virtue of tie Mogul's, grants* — That the faid Court of 
Dire&ors, in their letter of the 30th June 1769, to* 
Bengal, declared, 1* that they efteemed themfclvea 
f c bound by treaty, to protedt the King's perfon, and 
€€ fecure him the poffeffioa of the Corah and LI la ha- 
" bad diftryfta;" and, fuppofing an agreement' fhould 
be made, refpedting thefe provinces, between the King 
and Shuja u\ Dowla, the Directors then faid, tc that 
{ f they fhould be fubjed: to no farther claim or requi- 
" fition from the King, excepting from the fiipulated 
" tribute for Bengal, which they (the Governor and 
" Council) were to pay.to his agent, or remit to him ir^ 
'.'. fuch manner as he might direft." 

That, 
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That, in the year 1772, The King Shaw Allum, 
who hid hitherto refided at Allahabad, trufting to en. 
gagcments which he had entered into with the Marattas, 
quitted that place and removed to Delhi; but, having 
foon quarrelled with thofe people, and afterwards being 
t*ken prifoner, had been treated by them with very 
great difrefpeft and cruelty ; — That, among other in- 
ftances of their abufe of their immediate power over 
bim> the Governor and Council of Bengal, in their 
letter of the 1 6th of Auguft 177*3, inform the Court 
of Dire&ors, that he had been compelled, while a prijb- 
fur in their bands, to grant Sunnudsfor the furrender ef 
Corah and IlUabad to them 5 and it appears from fundry 
other minutes of their own, that the faid Governor 
aod Council did at all times confider the furrender 
^bovementioned as extorted from the King, and unqut- 
Jtionably an\ all of violence, which could not alienate, or 
impair hi* right to thofe provinces; and that, when 
they took poffeffion thereof, it wa9 at the requeft of 
the King's Naib, or Viceroy, who put them under the 
Council's Protection •, that, on this footing they were 
accepted by the faid Warren Halting* and his Council, 
and for fome time considered by them as a depofit com- 
mitted to their care by a Prince, to whom the poflefc 
fion . thereof was particularly guaranteed by the Eaft 
India Company. — In their letter of the ift of March 
!773> f hey, (the faid Warren Haftings add his Coun- 
cil) fay> " In no fhape can this compulfatory ceffion 
<< by the JCing releafe us from the obligation we are 
* € under to defend the provinces, which we have fo 
* c particularly guarantied to him." But it appears 
that they foon adopted other ideas, and affumed other 
principles concerning this objedh In the inftrudions, 
dated the 23d of June 1773, which the Council of 
Fort William gave to the faid Warren Haftings, pre- 
vious to his interview with the Nat>ob Shuja ul Dowla 
at Benares, they fay, that, " while the King continu- 
** ed at Delhi, whither he proceeded in oppofition to 
* 4 their moft ftrenuous remonftrances, they lhould cer- 
* * tainly confider the engagements between him and 
« the Company as diflblved, by his alienation from 

"them 
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€€ them and their intereft ; — that the poffeffion of fo 
remote a country could never be expe&ed to yield 
any profit to the Company, and the defence of it 
€t muft require a perpetual aid of their forces ;" yet, 
in the fame inftru&ions, they declare their opinion, 
that, u if the King fhould make overtures to renew his 
4< former connexion, his right to reclaim the difiriffs of 
€( Corah and Illihabad could not with propriety be difpu- 
ted;" and they authorize the faid Warren Haftings to 
rcftore them to him, on condition that he fhould renounce 
bis claim to the annual tribute of twenty-fix lack of 
rupees^ hereinbefore mentioned, and to the arrears 
which might be due \ — thereby acknowledging the 
juftice of a claim, which they determined not to 
comply with, but in return for the furrender of 
another equally valid : — That, neverthelefs, in the 
treaty concluded by the faid Warren Haftings with 
Shuja ul Dowla, on the 7th of September 1773, it is 
afferted, that his Majefty (meaning the King Shaw Al- 
lum) having u abandoned the Diftri&s of Corah and 
" Illihabad, and given a Sunnud for Corah and Cur- 
" rah to the Marattas, had thereby forfeited his right 
tc to the faid diftri&s ;" although it was well known to 
the faid Warren Haftings, and had been fo ftated by 
him to the Court of Directors, that this furrender, on 
the part of the King, had been extorted from him by 
violence, while he was a prifoner in the hands of 
the Marrattas •, and although it was equally weliknown 
to the faid Warren Haftipgs, that there was nothing 
in the original treaty of 1765, which could reftrain the 
King from changing the place of his refidence, confe- 
quently 2hat his removal to Delhi could not occafion 
a forfeiture of his right tp the provinces fecured tQ 
him by that treaty. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in the Report which 
he made of his interview and negociations with Sujah 
ul Dowla, dated the 4th of Ottober 1773, declared 
" that the Adminiftration would have been culpable 
w in the higheft degree, in retaining pefieflion of Co- 
(t rah and Illigbad/ir any other purpojc than that of mak- 

at 
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* € ing an advantage by the difpofal of them" and there- 
fore he had ceded them to the Vizier for fifty lack of 
rupees ; a meafure for which he had no authority 
whatever from the King Shaw Allum, and in the exe- 
cution of which no referve whatever was made in fa- 
vour of the rights of that Prince, nor any care taken 
of his interests. 

That, the fale of thefe provinces to SujahDowla 
involved the Eaft India Company in a triple breach of 
juftice, fince, by the fame aft, they violated a treaty, 
they fold the property of another, and they alienated a 
depofit committed to their friendlhip and good faith, 
and as fuch accepted by them — That a meafure of 
this nature is not to be defended on motives of policy 
and convenience, fuppofing fuch motives to have ex- 
ifted, without a total lofs of public honour, and fluk- 
ing all fecurity in the faith of treaties •, but that, in 
reality, the pretences urged by the faid Warren Haf- 
tings, for felling the King's country to'Sujah Dowla, 
were falfe and invalid. — It could not ftrengthen our 
alliance with Sujah ul Dowla ; fince, paying a price 
for a purchafe, he received no favour, and incurred 
no obligation. It, did not free the Company from all 
the dangers attending either a remote property or a 
remote connexion ; fince, the moment the country in 
queftion became part of Suja Dowla's dominions, it; 
was included in the Company's former guaranty of 
tliofe dominions ; and in cafe of invafion, the Company 
were obliged to fend part of their army to defend it, 
at the requifition of the faid Sujah Dowla : And if the 
remote fuuation of thofe provinces made the defence 
of them difficult and dangerous, much more was it a 
difficult and dangerous enterprize to engage the Com- 
pany's force in an attack and invafion of the Rohillas, 
whofe country lay at a much greater diftance from the 
Company's frontier: Which, neverthelefs, the faid 
Warren Haftings agreed to, and undertook at the very 
time when, under pretence of the difficulty of defending 
Cora and Illiabad, he fold thofe provinces to Sujah 
Dowla. It did not relieve the Company from the 

expence 
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expend of defending the country, fince the revenues 
thereof far exceeded the fubfidy to be paid by Sujah 
Dowla, and thefe revenues joftly belonged to the 
Company as long as the country continued under their 
protection, and would have anfwefed the cxpenec of 
defending it. — Finally, that the fum of fifty lack of 
rupees, ftipulated with the faid Sujah Dowla, was ina- 
dequate to the value of the country, the annual reve- 
nues of which were ftated at twenty-five lack of rupees, 
which General Sir Robert Barker, then Commander in 
Chief of the Company's forces, affirms, was certain,. 
and too generally kn<rw» to admit of a doubt. 

That the King Shaw Allum received, for fome years, 
the annual tribute of twenty-fix lack of rupees above- 
mentioned, and was entitled to continue to receive it,- 
by virtue of an engagement deliberately, and for art- 
adequate confideration, Entered into* with him by the 
Company's fervants, and approved of and ratified by 
the Company themfclves j--that this engagement was 
atifbltite and unconditional, and did neither exprefs, 
nor fuppofe, any cafe, in which the faid King fliould 
forfeit, or the Company fhould have a right to refume* 
the tribute; that, neverthekfs, the, faid Warren Haf* . 
tings and his Council, immediately after felling the 
King's country to Suja Dowla, refolved to withhold 
and actually withheld, the payment of the faid tribute, 
of which the King Shaw Allurifr has never fince received 
any part;— that this refolutioh of the Council is not 
juftified, even by themfclves* on principles of right 
and juftice, but by arguments of policy and conveni- 
ence, by "which the beft-founded claims of right and 
juftice may at all times. be fet afide and defeated. "They 
" judged it highly impolitic and linfafe to anfwer the 
« drafts of the King until they were fatisficd of his 
cc amicable intentions, arid thofe of his new allies. w 
But neither had they any reafon to qucftion the King's 
amicable intentions, nor was he pledged to anfwer for 
thofe of the Marattas ; his truftingtothe good faith of 
that people,- arid relying on their afliftance, toreinftate 
him in the poffeffion of his capital/ might have been 

imprudent 
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ipiprudenr and impblkic ; but thefc- meafures, how- 
ever ruinous to himfelf, indicated nt> eniriitjr iti the 
fenglifh, ndr were they-produ&ive df any effefts injuri- 
pus tt> theEtjgliih iritereftsi 'And it is plain, that tKd 
faid Warren Haftings and his Council wi'reperfcdly 
aware that their motives or pretences for withholding 
the tribute were too. we^k/to jirftify their £ondu$» 
having principally infilled on th* reduced" flare of their 
tffcafury, which, as they faid, rendertdxt imprafii 'c'atit t* 
coinply with tbojfe payments. The rig$t\cf\z creditor 
does not depend dn the ciitumftances of the debtor* 
on the contrary, the plea of inability includes a virtual 
acknowledgement of the debt, fince; If tHe creditor '$ 
right wete denied, the plea would be fupcrfluous. 

That fhe Eaft India, Company, . having on their part 
Viblated the. engagements* and renounced tHe conditi- 
ons, on Which they received, and have, hitherto helji 
apd enjoyed^ jhe Dewanny of Bengal, liahar, and 

'Orjffa, from the King Shaw Allum, have thereby fof- 
feitecl all right and title to the faid Dewanny* jarifing 

y from the faid grants and that it is free aq^ open: to the 
faid, King to rdume fuch grant} arid to, trinsftr it ttt 
any other Prince or State i*— That, notwithjftahdtng ^ny 
diftrefs or wta&nefs, to which he may'W a&iiarfy 
reduced* his lawful authority, as fovcreign of the 
Mogul Empire* is ftill acknowledged in India, and 
that his grant of the Dewanny would diffidently au- 
thorize, and materially affift any Prince or State that 
might attempt tti difpdflefs the Baft India Company 
thereof, fince it would Qonvey a fight, Which could not 
be difputed, and to which nothing btit force could be 

• oppofed. Nor can thefc opinions be more ftrbngly ex* 
t>reffed, than they have been lately by the faid Warren 

. Mattings himfelf, who, in a minute recorded the ift of 
I3e<&fhber 1784, has declared that, " fallen as thtf 
** houfe of Timur is* it is yet the relitk of the moft 
illuftrious line of the eattefn World; — that its So~ 
vmignty is univerjaUy acknowledged y though the fob* 
ftance of it no longer exifts ; and that the Company 


4C itfelf derives its ^constitutional dominion froth its 
«* ofttnfiblc bounty.** 
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That the faid Warren Haftings, by this declarator, 
has renounced and condemned the principle on which 
he avowedly afted towards the Mogul in th£ year 177 j f 
when he denied that the Sunnods or grants of the 
Mogul, if they were in the hands of another nation, 
would avail them any thing ; and when he declared, 
u that the fword, which gave us the* dominion of 
*' Bengal, muft be the ihftrument of its prefervatioh, 
* c apcjl that* if it fliould ever ceafe to be ours, the next 
44 ' proprietor would derive his right and pofieffion from 
«• the iamt natural charter" That the laid Warren 
.Haftings, to anfwer any immediate purpofe, adopts 
%ny principle of poiicjr, however fatfe or dangerous, 
without any regard to former declarations made, or to 
principles avowed on other occafions by himfelf j ai*d 
particularly that, m*his eotidu& to Shaw Allum, he 
ftrft maintained, that the grants of that Prince were of 
no avail, that we held the dominion of Bengal by the 
fword, which he has faHely declared the fource of right* 
a*d the natural Gbarte* of dominion •, whereas, at a 
later period,, he hau declared, that the fovereigrity oC 
the family t£ Sha AHom is taniverfally acknowledged, 
' apd that the Compapy itfelf derives its oonftitut«maJ 
dominioa from their oftcafibk bounty . 
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Rights and Titles of the R^jah of Beiprc*. 

*• r 

'■'■•' 'J 

TH AT tlic territory of Benartt U a fruitful, *n# 
has been, not long finfce, an orderly, well cultf* 
v^ted, and improved province ; of great extent f;-4uMI 
its capital city, as Warren Haftings, JMq. has inform* 
ed the Court of Piredtors in his letter of the lilt of 
November 178 1, V is highly revere^ by the nativea 
4C of the Hindft pcrfuafioa ; lb chat many, who havt 
acquired independent fortunes, retire to clofe theft 
days in a place fo eminently diftingUiifced for its 
fan&ity :" and he- farther acquaints the Dircsftof*, 
that it may rather be confidered as the feat Of the 
Hindti religion, than as the capital of a province 
%€ But as its inhabitants are not compofed of HimTOs 
*« only, the former wealth which flowed into it irorn 
*< the offerings of pilgrimj, aa well as from ^he traffif- 
** anions of exchange, for which its central fituation 
€€ is adapted, has attracted numbers of Mahomedans, 
* € who ftill continue to refide in it with their families!" 
And thefe circumftances of the g#y of Benares, which 
not only attracted the attention of all the different de- 
scriptions of men who inhabit Indoftan, butintereftcd 
them warmly in whatever it might fuffer, did, in a 
peculiar manner, require, that the Governor General 
and Council of Calcutta fhould conduft themfelves 
with regard to its rulers and inhabitants, when it be- 
came dependant 00 the Company, on the rooft dif- 
tinguifhed principles of good fatfh, equity ^ nqpderfc*. 
and xnildneiso 
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That the Rajah Rwlwant Sing, late Prince or Zp* 

mindar of the province aforefaid, was a great J.£>rc{ of 

the Mpgul JEqipire, dependant on the fame, through 

the Vizier of the empire, the lgte Sujah Ul Dowla, 

Nabph of Oude $ and the faid Bulwant Sing, in the 

comn^CDqcm^nt of the Epglifh povyer, did attach hirn- 

felf to the caiife -of the Engljfh Company $ and the 

Cpurt of Dijre&ors of the faid Company did acknow- 

: ledge, in t^ir fetter of the 26th of May 17689 that 

f^ 3ulff ant Singes, joining us, at . the > t,ipie he did, wa$ 

-" oij^fffljerpk^i and the ftipulation in his favou* 

?\w^ wha; hewas jufity entitled to.f*V-aad they did 

4^mm?ndi/ c .5Hc care that had been taken (by the 

*/' :th?«;ive^ency3 of thofe that had Ihewn tjieir ac- 

$ t tachment to them (the CoLnpamy) during the war /? 

$ft4. thty/ d f ic) jSnaily ^^prefs their hope and cxpe&ation 

in the wgrd? ^Mowing :/' .The moderation and attend 

If! Wfln^ftlfl tadjofe who ^aye efpQufcd our interefts 14 

A' tbh sW> , w}\\ Ttfiou .our reputation ixi Hindoftan, 

- C V. apd;Jthat the Indiaa. powers .will be convinced NQ 

tyhrtath ff treaty wilt ever- bavf cur fauftion". 


, .That the r Rajah ^plwant Sing died on the 23 d of 
, Apgpft 177/9* and his fern, Cheit Sing, lucceeding to 
^is rights and pretention;, thcJPrefidency of Calcutta 
? ( J<>hn : Cartier, 'Efquire, being then JVefident} did 
Inftruft C/ptam GabneJ J^arper, to procure a con- 
firmation of the fqcceffipi\ to his fon Cheit Sing, < c as, 
; <\ |t wa$ gfjthe ytnpft political import, to the Goip- 
,< c ? pany's affair^ and that the young rpan ought not 
. '? {9 con fider the price [[ to belaid to fet&'fy the Fi- 
-ft'- zief's jealoufy snd avarice, 9 * t ,&nd &cf did furthei 
-decide £s follows ? " The ftrphg and jnviolablc at 
. ..(f^itM^q^nt which futyifte4 betwixt the £ompany an< 
€€ f. he .father; makes us moft readily ' wterpofe oil 
4C good offices for the Ion.- Arid 'the young Rajal 
aforeiaid. having agreed/ under the mediation c 

Captrfi 
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Captain Harper, tQ pay hear tw6 hundred • thaufeitd ; 
pounds as a gift to the (aid Vizier, and to incttaft hk< 
tribute by near thirty thpufand pounds annually, • i 
deed of confirmation was. raffed by the faid Vizier 
to the faid Rajah, and his heirs, by which he became 
1 pure hater for valuable confidej-atiott* of his right 
and inheritance in the Zcmindary aforefaid. In confe- 
quence of this grant, lb by him purchafed, the.Rfcjak. 
was folemniy inyeftcd with the government in the city 
pf Benares/ " amidft the acclamations of a nqmercrufc 
*? people, and to the great fati$fa&iqn of all parties** 
And' the laid Harper, in his letter of the 8th Oftober 
?77°> givipg an accpunp of the inveftiture aforefoi3 f 
did exprefs himfelf in thefe words ; " I wtU leave the : 
'?' young Rajah, and others, to acquaint you how I 
"? c have conduced myfelf ;" only thus much let me 
€< fay, tljat I liaye kept a ftriA eye not to diminiffr 
f* our nation^} I^onoijr, difihtereftednefs, and juftice; 
*' which I will ppnclude has had a greater etfeft in . 
€i fecuring to the Coippany their vaft pofieffions, thin 
^ even the force of arms, however formidable^ could 
" do." The Prefidenfof Calcutta teftified his qpptfr 
bation of the faid Harpexts condud in the ftrongeft 
terms, that is in the following ; V Your difintcrefted- 
f nefs has been equally diftingujlhatye as your abilt- 
*' tips, and both do you the greatcrt honpurJ 
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That the agreement between the Rajah and Nabob) 
aforefaid, continued on both (ides without any viola- 
tion, under thefaiuftion and guarantee of the t Eaft 
India Company, for three years ; when Warren 
Raftings, Efquire, being then Prtfidenti did pfopofe 
'^ further confirmation of the faid grant; and did; on 
the iith of Oftober 1773, obtain a dclegatforv for 
himlelf to be the perfon to negociate the fame: it 
be|ng K}s opinion, as exprefied in his Report, of Oc- 
tober 4th, 1773,. that -the Rajah was not only entitled 
; %o the inheritance of his Zemindary by the grants 
* throiigh Captaiji Harper, but due fHeprcce^ing treaty 

of 
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*f IlhlMd, though literally ejcjpeffing do m«e than * 
(fecuritf ptrfonal to Bui want Sing, (fid nat^jth&nding, 
ia the true fcnfc and import thereof* egteqd to his 
pofterity ; u «nd that it had been differently underload 
** (that i4 Apt Hterally) by the Company,. w4 by thp 
a tdmiftiftration ; and the Vizier pad fofore. put it 

* out of all difpute, bf «he folciph aft palled io iKe 
•* Rajah's favour on btf^c^n %o the Xcnpfindary/' 

V. 

That the Cmm*U, in their inftrqftions to the. fajd 
GovtrjW Haftings; di<J ttnpower him u fp f<r*Vw, in 

* behalf of th* Rajah {Jheit Sing, the ftipuUtion 
*• wbict) w^j formerly made with the Vizier, in confr- 
*' deration of his fervicei. in 1164;" and the govern- 
ment was accordingly fettled qn the Rajah and his 
poftafjty, or to his heirs, on the fame footing on 
which tt va$ granted to his fyid father, excepting the 
addition aforruid to the tribute j with an e^prefs pro- 
Vifian^ that nfmtreafc (hall ever hereafter be.do- 

.*< tqai^ltd.* And tljc grant and ftipulation aforcfaid 

: wa* forthes enroled by the feid Suj^H UJ Ppwta 

.under the Cqpiipany's gqararjtee^ by tlje moft folemn 

^fd awful forrp of oapi known it\ the ^^di^an 

migion, inferred in the body of the dee4 pr grani"; 

and the faid Warren Haftings, ftrongly imprcfied with 

the opinion of the propriety of urote&ing the Rajah, 

and of the injuftice, malice, and avarice of the faid 

Suj*h Dowla, and the known fan^ly enmity fubfifting 

between bun and the Rajah, did cjeclatej in his re* 

port to the Council, as follows ;*** I api w$ll ponr 

■ u vfneed that the Rajah's inheritance, # ai\d perhaps 

41 his life, are no longer fafe tnar\ white he enjoys 

a the Company's protection, whidh is his due by the 

* ties of juftice, and the obligations of jpublic faith " 




. VI.. . 

That fome time after the new ^opfirmation aforefai(j, 

•feus*?**}'* *A$ C 7™ *W* t^e 9oyepor Qcna:a| 
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and Council, which' had been formed, and the Mop* 
bers thereof Appointed, by Aft. of Parliament did 
obtain the afllgnment of the fovereignty paramount of 
#fe faid government by treaty with the Nabob of 
Oude* by whi^hy although the fuprtme dominion w*» 
changed, the terms and the conditions of the tenure 
Of the Rajah of Benares remained ; as the find Nabob 
of Oude could transfer to the Eaft India Company no 
other or greater eftate than he him (elf poflefled in or 
over the faid Zemindary. But, to pbviate any mif- 
conftru&ion on the fubjeft, the faid Warrei^ Halting* 
did propofe to the Board, that whatever pewifio* 
might in the laid treaty be made for* the inraeit of 
thfc Company, the fame fhould be " without fuJL^" 
u crciachment on thejuft rights of the Rajah* or the 
«* engagements aftually jubfifting with him" • 


til 
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That the faid Warren Haftinga then having^ or 

pretending to have, an extraordinary care of the jjh»» 

,reft of the Rajah of Benares, did, on his transfer of 

the foremgnry, .propofe a ney grant to be conveyod 

- iir new instruments tQ the (aid Rajah* conferring upoa 
him farther privileges* namely, the addition of the 

- ibvereign rights of the mint, and of the right of cri- 
minal juftke of life and death : and he the faid War- 
fen Hailing*, as Governor Genera), did himfelf pw* 
pofethe resolution for that purpofe in Council, in th$ 
following words, with remarks explanatory of the 
principles upon whicl) the grants aforefaid were xnwuk* 

fc namely, * ; .. •< 

yni. 

"That the perpetual and independent potfefllon of 
** the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, 
€€ be confirmed and guarantied to the Rajah Cheit Sing 
'* and his heir* iqi z\tx r fubje£l only to the annual pigment 
* % of the revenues hitherto paid to the Ipte Vizier, amount- 
* € ing fienarcsL fca. rupees, 2.3,71,656,12, to be 

r « difpofed 
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if cfifpofed of ** is expteflecl In the following aQiefe : 
: *< T*&tf aw */&r demand be made on him, either by the N&fab 
€ * ofOude,or this government ; nor any kind of aut,horiti 
*• *r jurijd&ien be exercifed by either within the dtftriSIs 
*• a#e*^ -fcW 1 Td which minute Ije, the laid War- 
ten Mailings, did fubjoifr the* following 6bfer ration in 
♦writing, and recorded therewith in tfce Council books; 
that is {o fay : . " The Rajah of Aehares, from thefttuathn 
"•^ ofhhccmtry, which is a frontier to thtprovinces of t Qude 
s€ and Babar, may he made a ferviceable Ally to the Com* 
'" pony, whenever their affairs fball require it. He has 
*< always been considered in {his light- bethby the Company 
u and the fucceffitoe Members of the late Goutieili but, to 
*" Injure his attachment id the Company, his inter efi ntufi be 
9( connected with it, ~ which cannot be better effected than by 
" freeing him totally from the RBMJINSef his prefent 
" vqffalage, under the guarantee andprotcBiqn of iheCorfc 
" patty; and at the fame tijne; guarding him againft any ap- 
€€% prebenfions from this government, by thus pledging iti 
*" faith ttwt ' nc > encroachment Jhalf river berhade on bit 
?* rijpts 1>y the Comfafiy" And the faid< Warren Haf- 
tirigs, orf the fifth M July 1775, did hirafelf propOfc, 
'among other articles of the treaty relative to Ibis ob* 
< jeft, gflhe of the Following tenor : ," That whftft the 
' 4<; Rajah ih4ll contiouefaithful to thefe engagement*, 
** and pun Aual in his payments, and ftiaJl paytiut obe- 
- u dience to the authority of this government, no more 
~" demands fltfatl be made npon hrm by the honourable 
•* Company,' of ANY KIND; or, on any pretence 
* c whatfocveiy fhall any perfon be allowed to interfere 
w with his authority, or to diftUrb the peace of his 
" country/* And the faid article was by the other 
Members WF the Council aflfcnted to without debate. 

jQn transfcfting the Rajah's tribute from the Nabob 
to the Company, the ftiptiiaftkm with the Nabob was 
renewed on thi propofitioo oFthc faid Warren Haftirigs 
himfclf, and efcprefied in a yet more diftinft manned; 
namely, " That no more demands ih^ll be made upon 

* 4 him* 
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him, by the honourable Company, of any kind :" 
and the faid Warren Haftings, in juftification of his 
proposal of giving the Rajah " a complete and uncon- 
4C trolled authority Over his Zemindary," did enter on 
the .Council book the following reafons for inverting 
him: with the fanl*; ftrongly indicating the fituation 
in which he muft deleft under any other circumftapces* 
whether under the Nabob of Oude, or under the Eng? 
lilhi or under- the double influence of both : u That 
€C thefecurity of his perfonand poffeflions, from the 
cc Company's prote&ion, may be rated ^qual to many 
** lacks of rupees ; which, though faved to him, are w 
lofs to the government, on which be depends, being all 
articles ofinvi/ibleexpence; in fees to the Minifters 
■ cc and Officer* of the Nabob ; in the charges of a dou- 
" ble eftabliihment of Vackeels to both governments ; 
" in prefent* and charges of accommodation to the 
Nabob, during his refidence at any place within the 
boundaries of his Zemindary ; in the frauds, embez- 
zlements, and oppreffions exercifed in the Mint and Cut-. 
ct walty ; befidea the allowed profits of thoie officers, 
" and the advantages- which every man in occafinalpo* 
" wer> or in tht credit of it, might make of the Rajatfs 
tc known weakmfs, and the dread he flood in both of the 
* c difpleafure of the Nabob, and the ill will of individuals 
*• among the Englijb, who were all confidered, either in 
*< the'tr prefent flattens or connexions, or the right of fuc- 
*' ceffion, as Members of the flate of Bengal. It would 
** be fcarce poflible to enumerate all the inconveniences 
cc to which the Raj^h was liable in his former fituation, 
€€ or to eftimate the precife effeA which they produced 
€C on his revenue, arid- on the grofs amount of his. ex- 
c< -pence; irot it may be eafily conceived, that both 
c * were enormous and of a nature the moft likely to 
** leffen the profits of government, inftead of adding to 
'* them." And in juftification of his propofal of giv- 
ing the Rajah the fymbols of fovereignty in the power 
of life and death, and in the coining of money, as 
pledges of his independence, he ftates. the deplorable 
fituaton of Princes reduced to dependance. on the 
Vizier, or the Company, and obliged to entertain an 

E Englifli 
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Englifh refident at their Court, in the following words ? 
* c It is propofed to receive the payment of his* (the 
u Rajah's) Rents atFatna, becaufe that is theneareft 
" provincial ftation, and becaufe it would not fruftrate 
*' the intention of rendering the Rajah independent. If a 
" refident was appointed to receive the money, as it 
" became due, at Benares, fucb a refident would un* 
€€ avoidably acquire an influence over the Rajab, and 
u over his country, which would in effeS render him the 
" mafter of both. This confequence might not per- 
•* haps be brought completely to pafs without ajlrug- 
c< gle, and many appeals to Council* which, in a govern- 
cc ment conftituted Kke this, cannot fail to terminate 
iC againft the Rajab ; a nd> by the confiruftion to which his 
€i oppofition to the agent would be liable* might eventually 
<f draw on him fever e rejiriftions, and in reducing him to 
* c the mean and depraved fiate of a mere Zemindar" 


X. 

That in order to fatisfy the faid Rajah of the inten- 
tions of the Company towards him, aod of the true 
fenfe and conftru&ion of the grants to him, the faid 
Rajah, to be made, the Governor General (he the faid 
Warren Haftihgs) and Council did, on the 24th Aug* 
1775, inftruft Mr. Fowke, the refident at the Rajah's 
Court, in the following words *.*' It is proper to aflurc 
4S the Rajah we do not mean to encreafe his tribute, 
" but tt> require from him an exaft fum. That, under 
thc&vereignty of the Company, we .are determined 
to fcave him the free and uncontrolled management 
of the internal government of his country, and the 
ctVHe&ion and regulation of the revenues, fo long as 
he adheres to the terms of his engagement 5 and will 
<c never demarid any augmentation of the annual tri- 
" bute which may tie fixed." 

XI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings and the Council 
General, not being fatisfied with having inftru&ed the 

refident 
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rcfident to make the representation aforefaid, to remove 
all fufpicion that by the new grants any attempt lhould 
infidioufly be made to change his former tenure, did 
refold, that a letter lhould be written by the Governor 
General himfelf to the Rajah of Benares, to be delivered 
to Mr. Fowke the refident, together with his creden- 
tials ; in which letter they declare " the Board willing 
to continue the grant of the Zemindary to him, in 
as full and arnplf a manner as be poffejfed it from for- 
mer fever eigns- 9 and on his paying the annual tribute, 
&c." And in explaining the reafons for grantng to 
him the mint and crioiinal juftice, they inform him, 
that this is done in order " that he may poffefs an un- 
" controlled and free authority in the regulation and go- 
u vernraent of his Zemindary." 




XII. 

That, on the 26th February 1776, the Board and 
Council did order that the proper inftruments fhould 
be prepared for conveying to the Rajah aforefaid the 
jgovernment and criminal juftice and mint of Benares, 
with its dependencies, " in the ufual form ; exprejjing 
" the conditions already refolved on in the fever al proceed- 
" *»£* of the Board" And on the fame day a letter was 
written to the refident at Benares, fignifying that they 
.had ordered the proper inftruments to be prepared, 
fpecifying the terms concerning the remittance of the 
Rajah's tribute to Calcutta, as well as " the feveral 
%c other conditions whtib had betn already agreed to ; and 
€C that they fbopld forward it to him, to De delivered 
** to the Rajah," And on the soth of March follow- 
ing the Board did again explain the terms of the faid 
tribute in a letter to fhe Court of Dire&ors ; and did 
add, " that a Sannud (grant or patent) for his (Cheit 
•« c Sing's) Zemindary lhould be furnifhed him, on thsfe % 
<c and the conditions before agreed on" 

. XIII. 

That during the courfe of the traofa&ions aforefaid 
in Council^ and the various aflu ranee* giy.cn to *he 

E z. Rajah, 
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Rajah and the Court of Dire&ors, certain improper 
and fraudulent practices were ufed with regard to the 
fymbols of inveftiture which ought to have been given, 
and the form of the deeds by which thefa'dZemindary 
ought to have been granted : for it appears that the 
original deeds were (igned by the Board on the 4th of 
September 1775, anc ^ tranfmitted to Mr. Fowke, the 
* refident at the Rajah's Court ; and that, on the 20th 
of November following, the Court of Dire&ors were 
acquainted, by the faid Warren Haftings and the 
Council, that Rajah Cheit Sing had been inverted with 
the Sannud (charters or patents,) fot his Zemindary, 
and the Kellaut (or robes of inveftiture) in all the pro T 
per forms. But, on the ift of Odfcober 1775, the 
Rajah did complain to the Governor General and 
Council, that the Kellaut (or robes) with which he 
was to be invefted, according to their order, <l is not 
€c of the fame kind as that which he received from the late 
* c Vizier on the like occafion.'* In confequence of th,e 
faid complaint, the Board did, in their letter to the 
refident of the 1 ith of the fame month, defire him " to 
" make inquiry refpefting the" nature of the Kellaut, 
V and inveft him with one of the fame forty on the part 
* 4 of this government, inftead of that which they 
<c - formerly defcribed to him." And it appears highly 
probable, that the inftruments which accompanies 
the faid robes of inveftiture were made in a manner 
conformably to the orders and directions of the Board* 
and the conditions by them agreed to ; as the Rajah* 
who complained of the infufficiency of the robes, did 
make no complaint of the infufficienqy of the inftru- 
ments, or of any deviation in them from thofe he had 
formerly received from tKe Vizier. But a copy or du- 
plicate of tb$ faid deefis or tnftruments were in fonie manner 
furreptUioufiy difpofed*of, and* withheld from the records of 
the Company, and nev.er were tranfmited to the Court of 
Diretiors. 

XIV. 

That fcyeral n&onths after the faid fettlement and 
inveftiture^ namely, on the 15th of April 1776, the 
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Secretary informed the Court that he had prepared * 
Sannud, Cabbolut, and Pottah (that is, a patent, an 
agreement, aqd a rent roll) for Cheit Sing's Zemin 
dary 5 and the Board ordered the lame to be executed. 
But the refident, on receiving the fame v did trapfaut 
. the feveral objefbions made by the Rajah thereto, and 
particularly to a claufe in the patent, made in direft 
contradiction to the engagements of the Council fo 
folemnly and repeatedly given 5 by which claufe the 
former patents are declared to be null. That on the 
representation aforefaid, on the 29th July, the fecre- 
tary was ordered to prepare new and proper inftrument% 
omitting the claufe declaring the former Patents 
to be, null, and the faid new patents were delivered to 
the Rsyah \ and the others which he objedted to, as 
well as thofe which had been delivered to him origi- 
nally, were returned to the presidency. But neither 
the firft fet of deeds* nor the fraudulent patent afore- 
faid, nor the new inftruments made out on the com* 
plaint of the Rajah, omitting the exceptionable words, 
have been inferted in the records, although it was the 
particular duty of the faid Warren Haftings that all 
. tranfa&ions with the country powers fhouM be faith* 
fully entered ; as well as to take care that all inftru- 
- ments tranfmitted to them, on the faith of the Com- 
pany ,. (hould be honeftly, candidly, and fairly exe- 
cuted, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
engagements entered into on the part pf the Company 5 
giving, by the faid complicated, artificial, and frau- 
dulent management, as, well as by his faid omitting to 
record the faid material ( document, ftrong reafon to 
prefume that he did even then meditate to make fome 
evil ufe of the deeds which he thus withheld from the 
Company, and which he did afterwards in reality make, 
. iphen he found means and opportunity to effeft his evil 
purpofc. 

END OF PART Ift. 
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P A R T II. 

Defigns of Mr, Ha flings to ruin the Rajah 

of Benares. 

THAT the tribute transferred to the Company, by 
-the treaty with the Nabob of Oude, being 25o;oooL 
a year ftetling, and upwards, without any deductions 
whatfoever, was paid monthly, wkh fuch pun&ual ex- 
aftnefs, as had no parallel in the Company's dealings 
with any of the native princes, or wkh any fubjeft Ze- 
minder, being the only one who never was in arrears ; 
and, according to all appearance, a perfeft harmony- 
did prevail between the Supreme Council at Calcutta 
and the Rajah. But though the Rajah' of Benares fur- 
nished no pccafion of difpleafure to the Board, yet it 
fince appears that the faid Warren Haftings did, at 
fortie time in the year 1777, conceive* difpleafure. a- 
gainfthim. In that year, he, the faid Warren Haftings, 
retraced his own a& of resignation of his office, made 
to the Court of Directors through his agent Mr. 
'Maclean j and, calBfcg in the aid of the jrailitary to 
fuppbrt him in his authority, brought the divifions of 
the < government, according to his own expreffioa, 
%( to an extremity bordering on civil violence/* This 
extremity he attributes, in a narrative by him tranfmit- 
ted co the Court of Dire&ors, and printed, not to his 
own fraud and prevarication, but to what he calh €f an 
" attempt to wreft from him his authority ;" and in 
the faid narrative he pretends that the Rajah of Benares 
had deputed an agent, with, an exprefs commiflion, to 
his opponent Sir John Clavering. — This fa£t, if it had 
been true, (which is uot proved) wps m no fort crimi- 
nal or offenfive to the Company's Government; but 
was at firft fight nothing more than a proper mark of 
duty and refpcft to the fuppofed fuccsfliom of office* 

Nor 
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Nor is it poffible to conceive in what manner it could 
offend the faid Haftings, if he did not imagine chat 
the exprefs commiffion, to which in the faid narrative 
he refers, might relate to the difcovery to Sir John 
Clavering of fome pra&ice which he might wifh to 
conceal ; the faid Clavering* whom he ftyles " his op- 
(C portent? having been engaged, in obedience to the 
Company's exprefs orders, in the difcovery of fun- 
dry peculations, and other evil practices, charged 
upon the faid Halting*. But although, at the time of 
the laid pretended deputation, he diflemblcd his re- 
fentment, it appears to have, rankled in his mind, and 
that he never forgave it, of whatever nature it might 
have been (the fame never having been by him explain-* 
ed ;) and fome year* after he recorded it in his juftifi- 
cation of hit oppreffive conduit towards the Rajah, 
urging the fame, with great .virulence and afperity, as 
a proof or prefumption of his the faid Rajah's difaffec* 
tion to the Company's Government ; and, by his fubfe* 
quent a&s, be feems from the firft to have refolved* 
when opportunity fhould occur, on a fevere-revenge* 

II. 

That having obtained, in his cafting vote, a majori* 
ty in Council, on the death of Sir John Clavering and 
Mr. Monfon, he did fuddenly, and without any previr 
ous general communication with the Members of the 
Board, by a minute of confutation of the 9th of July 
1778, make an extraordinary demand, namely, 
" that the Rajah of Benares fhould confent to the ef- 
tablifhment of three regular battalions of Sepoys, 
to beraifedand maintained at his own exptnce " and the 
faid expence was eftimated at between fifty and fixty 
thoufand pounds fterfing. 

x r 

III. 

That the faid requifition did foppofe the confent of 
the Rajah, the very word being inferted in the body of 
his, the faid Warren Haftings's, minute •, and the fame 

was 
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was agreed to, though with fome doubts on the parts 
of two of his colleagues, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, 
concerning the right of making the fame, even worded 
as it was. But Mr* Francis and Mr. Wheler foon after 
finding that the Rajah was much alarmed by this de- 
parture from the treaty* the requifition aforefaid wai 
itrenuoufly oppofed by them; The faid Halting* did, 
not with (landing this oppofition, perfcrve ; rind by his 
cafting vote alone did carry the fakkunjuft arid oppref- 
fiye demand. The Rajah fubmitted, after fome mur- 
muring and rcmonftrance, to pay the ium required ; 
but on the exprefs condition (as has been frequently 
averted by him to the faid Warren Haftings, without 
any contradidtion) that the exadion fhould continue! 
but for one year y and Jhould not be drawn into precedents 
He alfo requefted that the extraordinary demand Ihould 
be- paid ?long with the mftalments of his monthly tri- 
bute : But although the faid Warren Haftings did not 
io much as pretend that the inftaftt payment was at all 
neceflary, and though he was urged, by bis before- 
mentioned colleagues tp moderate his proceedings, he 
did infift upon immediate payment of the. whole ; and 
did deliver his demand in proud and infultfng language, 
wholly unfit for a governor of a civilized nation to ufe 
towards eminent perfons in alliance with, and in ho- 
nourable and free dependence upon, its government ; 
and did fupport the fame with. arguments full of unwar- 
rantable paffion, and with references to reports affec- 
ting merely his own perfonal power and confideration, 
which reports were not proved, nor attempted to be 
proved; and, if proved, furnifhing reafons inefficient for 
his purpofe, and indecent in any public proceedings. 
That the faid Haftings did caufe the faid fums of money 
to be rigeroufly exacted, although no fuch regular bat- 
talions, as he pretended to eftablifh as a colour for his 
demand on the 9 Rajah, were then raifed, or any fteps 
ta}ten towards raifing them* And when the faid Rajah 
pleaded his inability to pay the whole fum at once, 
he, the faid Haftings, perfevcring in his faid outra- 
geous and violent demeanour, did order the Refident to 
wait on the Rajah forthwith, and " demand of him in 

perfon, 


u 


€€ 
it 


ARTICLE m. Part It tf 

f c perfon, and by writing^ the full payment in fpecie 
" to be made to him within five days of fuch demand ; 
i€ and to declare to him, ifn the name of this Govern- 
*' menr, that his evading or ntgk&ing to accomplifh 
the payment thereof within that fpace of time, fhould 
be deemed equivalent to an abfolute refufal; and in 
il cafe of non-compliance with this (the Refident's) 
*' demand, we peremptorily enjoin you to refrain from all 
^ further intercourfe with bim ;" The faid Haftings *p* 
pearing, by all his proceedings, to be more difpofed to 
bring ort a quarrel with the Prince of Benares,; than to 
provide money fdr any public fcrVicc, 

IV; 

That th£ faid demand was cdmpfie^ witfc, and the 
whole thereof paid on the ioth of OAober, that year* 
And the faid Rajah did Write to the faid Haftings a 
letter, in order to mitigate and mollify him, declaring 
to the laid Haftings, thfot hjs fole reliance was on 
him, " and that in every inftance he depended on his 
*' faith, religion, promiies, and a&ions." But hty 
the faid Warren Haftings, as if the being reminded of 
his foith and promifes were an incentive to him to vio- 
late the fame, although he had agreed that his demand 
&ould not be drawn into precedent, and the payment of 
the 5o>oocl. afor^faid fhould continue only for one year, 
4id 9 the tery d?y after he had received the letter afore- 
faid, renew a demand of the fame nature, and on the 
fame ptetence, this year, even lefs plaufible thai* the' 
former of three battalions to be raifed. Th6 faid Rajah,* 
on being informed of this requifition, did remind tfie 
faid \Yarren Haftings that he engaged, in the laft ytary 
that but one payment ftiould be made^ and that he 
ffcould not be called upon in future y and pleading in- 
ability to difcharge the new demand, declared himfelf 
in the fallowing words to the faid Warren Haftings i 
* % I am therefore hopeful you will be kindly pleafcd to 
*' excufe me the five lacks now demanded, and that 
" nothing may be demanded of me beyond the a* 
** mount e*prefied in the Pottah,' 1 

F V, THaJ 
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^That on the day after the receipt of this letter, that 
is, on the 28th Auguft 1779, \e, the faid WarMn 
ilaftifigsi made a reply to the ftid letter ; and, wiflb* 
out any remark whatfoper, on the allegation of the* 
Rajah, ftating to him his engagement that he f the did 
kajah, Ihottfd not: be caikd upon m future, he f*ys> 
•* l now repeat ray demand, that you do, on the receipt 
• c of this, r without evafron or delay, pay the five lack 
" of rupees into the hands of Mr. Thomas Graham? 
«' who has orders to receive it from you; And, in cafe 
" of your refufal, to fummon the two battalions of Se- 
€€ poys, under the command of Major Camac, to Be- 
" nares, that meafures may be taken to oblige you to 
« . a compliance : And* in this cafe, the yrtjolfc cxpence 
u 0f the corps, from the timeof ks march r witt rail Oft 
f .yoa» 

• - - " Ml. ■,:'.. 

That the faid Rajah did a fecono? and third time re- 
prdent to the faid Warren Haftings, tfeat he had brok* 
his promife, and^the faid Haftings did in no manner 
deny the fame ; but did, in contempt thereof, as well 
as of the original' treaty between the Company and the 
Rajah, order two battaKbns of troops to march into his 
territories, and in a manner the mod harlh, fafittlting, 
and tiefjpotrc, as if to provoke that Prince to feme aft 
©f refiftance, did compel him to the payment of the 
faid fecond ui^uft demand ; anddtd extort aWb the fum 
of i,66o/. nn pretence of the charge of the troops etw- 

ployed to coefefc him, v 

'•■•*.. " •■>.'■ 

•• ••■' •"'•- vn - ' ' •■"'..' ' 

.That the third yeats that is t6iay r in die year 1780^ 
the fame demand was, with the fame menaces, renewed 5. 
and did, as before, produce fevetal humble remon^- 
ftrances and fubmiffive cotftphinta, which the laid Ha£- 
ting* did always tfear as xrrimes and pfiences of tKe 
higbeft order : And although in the regular fubfidy or 

tribute, 
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tribute, Which was monthly payable by treaty, fifty dav# 
of grate were allowed on each payment, and after the 
expiration of the faid fifty days one quarter per cent, 
only was provided as a penalty, he, the (aid \Varren 
Haftings v on forhe ihort delay of payment o£ his third 
arbitrary and illegal demand, did prefumc,of his own 
authority, to impofe a fine or mttlft of *o,oool. on 
the faid Rajah : And though it does not appear whe- 
ther or no the fepie was afhfalty levied, the faid 
threat was foon after followed by an order, f^om the 
faid Haftings, for the march of troops into the coun- 
try of Benares, as ip the preceding year. 

V1IL 

Thatthefe violent and infulting meafures failing to 
.provoke the Rajah, and he haying p^id vp the whole 
demand, the faid Warren Haftings being refolved to 
drive him to extremities, did make on the faid Rajah 
a fudden demand, oyer and above the ordinary tribute 
or fubfidy of £. 260,000 per annum, and over and 
above the £.50,000 extraordinary to provide a body of 
cavalry for the fcrvice of the Bengal Government. 

" , IX, 

•- The demand, a^exprefled hrthc minute of confulta- 
tkm, and in the public inftruftions ef the Board tp the 
refident, to make the requifition, is " for fuch part of 
<€ the cavalry encertainecl in bisfervicea* hecan fpare ;* 
apd the demand is in this ; and in no other manner, cfcr 
fcribed by the Governor General and Council in their 
letter to the Court of Directors;. But in a narrative of 
the faid Warren Haftings, addreffed to Edward Whe- 
)er, Efqutre, it appears, that upon the Rajah's making 
difficulties, according to the reprcfentaton of the faid 
Haftings, relative to the fajd requifition, the correA 
pondence concerning whjch the laid Haftings hath 
fraudulently fuppreffed, he, the faid Haftings, inftead 
of adhering to the requifition pf fuch cavalry as the Ra- 
jah cwldfpart) and which was all that by the order of 
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Council he was authorized to make, did, of his owqr 

Jrivate and arbritary authority, in fome letter which he 
ath fuppreflfed, inftruft the relidept Markham to 
piake a peremptory demand for 2000 cavalry, which he 
well knew to be more than the Rajah's finances could 
tfupport, eftjmating the provifion for the fame at 
£.96,000 a year at the loweft, though the expence of 
jthc fame would probabjy have been much more : which 
extravagant demand the fa id Haftings could only have 
made in hopes ■ of provokipg tjie Rajah tp fome impru- 
dent meafore, pr pafiionate remonftrance. Apd this 
arbitrary demand of pavalry was made and peremptorily 
infilled on, although in the original treaty with the 
iaid Rajah it was left eitfircly optional whether or not 
he lboiikl Iqeep up any cayalry at aU: and ii> the.mi- 
pute of con fill tat ion it was exprefsly mentioned* to be 
f:hu$.optional : and that for whatfoevcr cavalry he, the 
faid Rajah fliould furnifh, he Ihoiild be paid 15 rupee§ 
per month for each private, and fo jn proportion for 
©facers ; yeTthe demand aforefaid was made without 
any offer whaffdever of providing the laid payment a<> 
jcording %o treaty* 

Xr 

> 

» * 

That the faid Haftings did fopn ^fter, but upoq 
what grounds does not appear by any 'Minute of 
ppuncil, or from any correspondence contained in hjs 
narrative, reduce the demand to fifteen thoufand, anci 
afterwards to one thoufand ; by which he Ihewed him- 
felftqbe fenfible of the extravagance of his firftfequifi^ 
tion. . 

XI. 

That in confluence of tfccfe requifuions, as he af? 
ferts in his narative aforefaid, the Rajah " did offer 
" 550 horfe, but fen; none." But' the faid Halting* 
doth not accompany his faid narrative with any 
voucher or document whatever; and therefore the ac- 
count given by the Rajah, and delivered to the faid 
$Varrefl Haftings hinjfelf* inferte^ by the faid Warren 

" . Haftings 
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jHfaftings himfelf, in his narrative, andftn no part thereof . 
attempted to be impeached; is more worthy -p£ credit ; 
that is to fay ? / r 

• "With refpedt to the horfe, you defined me in your 
f* letter to inform you of what number I could afford 
f* to ftation with you. I fent yqu a particular account 
f of all that were in my fervice, amounting to one 

* thoufand three hundred horfe, of which feveral were 
•? ftatione^atdiftant places; but I received no anfwer to 
f* this. Mr. Markam delivered nac an order to prepare 
*' a thoufand horfe. In compliance with your 
f Q wiflies, I fcollefted five hundred horfe, and a fubfti-* 
44 tute for the remainder, five hundred Burkundaffc* 
«f [Match-lock-men], of whicli I feot you information-; 
" I tqld Mr. Markharh that they were ready togp 
f c to --whatever place they fhould be fent. No anfwer, 
** however, came from, you on this head, and I remain-* 
f« ed aftoriiflied at the caufe of it. Repeatedly I afty 
"V- ed ftfr. Markharp about an anfwer to my letter 
" about the horfe; but he told me that he did not 
f c know the reafori of no anfwef haying been fent; 
£« I remained aftonifhed/' 

XII, 

That the faid Haftings is guilty of an h»gh offence, 
in not giving an anfwer to letters of fuch impor- 
tance, and in concealing the faid letters from the Court 
of Direftqrs, as well as much of his correfpondcnc$ 
with the refidents ; and more particularly in not dire£U 
ing to what place the cavalry and match-lock -men a* 
fbrefaid fhould be fent, when the I$.ajah had declared, 
they were ready to go to whatever fervice fhould be 
cleftined for them, and afterwards in malicioufly accu<* 
jfipg the Rajah for not having fent the fame, 

4 . XIII 

That, on the 3d of February 17S1, a new demand 
for the fupport of the three fictitious battalions of fe«» 
poys afortfaid was made by the fajd Warren Haftings; 
but, whilft the Rajah was paying by inftalments the 
jaid arbitrary demand, the faid Rajah was alarmed 
- I ' ' ' with 
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with fiwoe, inteUigtnce of fccret projects on foot for 
his ru n; and being well apprized of the malicious ^nd 
revengeful temper of the faid Rafting*, % in order £<* 
pacify hiip, if pofiible, offeree! to redeem himfelf by 
a large ranfom, to the amount of two hundred thou*, 
fand pounds fterljng, to be paid for the lift of the 
Company, And it appears that the faid alarm was far 
from groundkfs ; for Major Palmer, one of the fecret 
and confidential aacnts of the faid Haftings, hath 
fworo, on the fourth of December 1781, at tn6 defire 
of the faid Warren Haftings, before Sir Elijah Impey, 
to the following cffcS ; that is to fay, u that the faid 
«* W>rre» Hafting had told hm, the faid Palmer, that 
**. he, the faid Haftings, had rtje&ed the offer of two 
H hundred thouiand pounds made by the Rajah of Be* 
4 * nares for the public ftrvic?;* and that he was re- 
<* lUred to convert the faults committed by the Rajah in fa 
< c a public benefit^ and would exa& the turn of £ j>oo,ooq 
.** as a punUhment for his breach of engagements with 
V the government of Bengal, and a&s of mifcondu£fc 
f« in his Zcmindary; and, if the Rajah fliould abfo- 
«* Jutely refuie the demand, fhat he would deprive him, 
a of his Zemindajy* or transfer the fovereighty thereof 
** to the Nabob of Oude," * .'..,, 

■ * 

XIV, 

And Mr. Andcrfon, in his declaration from Scindia'$ 
camp, of the 4th of January 178?, did alfo, at the 
defire of Mr. Haftings, depofe (though not on oath) 
fonterpittg a corivenation between him and the faicf- 
Hafting* 0>ut mentioning neither time nor place where 
the (June was held ;) in wnich cbnverfation, ^fter rec;* 
ting the allegations of the faid Haftings relative to ft-* 
vrral particulars of the delay. and backwardnefs of the 
Rajah in paying the afbrefaid extra demand, and hi* 
resolution to exatt from the Rajah " a considerable fum 
u of money to the relief of the Company's exigences," 
he proceeds in the following words; €€ That if he (the 
«* Rajah) coflfented, you (the faid Warren Haftings) 
4t mtrc dcfirtHls qf ijkhlijhing his paffeffions on the moft 

V permonk 
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€ \ P^ptutent and eligible footing j but, if be refufcd, you 
<r * had it in your power to raife a large Jkm for the C<xr^ 
<# Jfany, by accepting an offer which had been oVadc 
•f for his diftrtfts by tKq Vizier/; And the faid An- 
detfoq, in the declaration kforcfaict, made at the requ eft 
of the faid Haftings, and addreffed to him, expreJTed 
himfelf a* follow* i " That you told me you had com* 
t€ municated our defigns to Mr. Wheler (his qnly re* 
44 maining colleague >) and I believe, but I do not 
4C pofitiyely recolleft, you faid he concurred in them/* 
But no trace. of- any fuch communication or concur- 
rence did, at the time referred to, or at any time ever 
after, appear on the consultations, as it ought to have 
doffe* and the faid Haftings is criminal*, for having 
omitted to enter and record the proceeding. That the 
faid Wheler did alfo declare, but a connderable time 
after the date of the converfatioris aforefaid, that ".on 
€€ the eve of the GovernorGenerai's departure, the faid 
** Haftings had told him, that the Rajah's offences 
~5 (not ftating what offences, he having paid up all die 
demands^ ordinary and extraordinary^ tveti declared 
** to require early-punift>ment ; and as his wealth was 
** great y and the Companf s exigences (reffirtg* it was 
** thought a meafure of policy and of juftice, to exa& 
•* ftom him a large pecuniary mul& for their relief, 
* € The fum to which the Governor declared his refolu* 
* c tion to extend the fine, was forty or fcfty lacks* ; his 
** ability to pay it, was ftated as a fact that could net 
€t admit of a doubt ; and the two alternatives, on which 
€ * the Governor declared himfeif to have . refoived, 
•• were, to thebeft of my recolle<aion», either a removal 
* c from hU Zemindary entirely ; or, by taking imme- 
cc diate poffeffion of all his 4 forts, to obtain out of 
* the treafure depofited in them the above fum for the 
** Company. " • , 

..XV. 

» T 

*' * * 

^ That,' in the declaration of the faid Wheler, the 
time of the converfation aforefaid is ftated to be on the 
eve of, the Governor's departure, and then £udtobe 

con ft- 
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confidential j nor is it faid or insinuated that he kfttw 
of ever heard' thereof at a more earty period ; tbougtf 
it appears by Major Pafmetfs affidavit, that the defigrr 
of taking not four $r five, but absolutely ftve hundred 
thoufand pounds from the Rajah, was communicated 
to him ad early as the month of June. And k does not 
appear, by the declarations of the faid Wheler, he did 
ever cafually or officially approve 6f the meafure f 
which loAg con ceairnent^ndiat^ communication, time 
hoc being allowed to his colleague to confider the na- 
ture and confeqUences of fuch a prcged, orto advife 
any precaution concerning the fame/ is a high miftte- 
meanour* * ». 

/ - • ■ , - ■ • * - • •■ - - ■ 

Ifhai: the faid Haftingsy having formed a refoluridh 
to execute one of the three violent and arbitrary refcM 
lutions afbrefaid ; namely, to fell the Company's fdve- 
tfeignty #ver IJenares ta the Nabob of Gude ; otf to d if- 
pcfiefs the Rajah of "i is -territories 3 or to feize uport 
bis fortSv andao plunder them of the treaftare therein 
contained, to the amount, of fcor or five hundred 
thousand pounds; did rejeft the offer of two hundred 
thoufand pound v tendered by the faid . Rajah for his 
ademption frouv the injuries which he had discover* 
ed that the faid Haftings had elandeftinely itttdi- 
rated agaiatt him, although the fum^aforefaid would 
have been a conftrfcrable and feafonabte acquifitiori at 
that time; the faid Haftings being determined, at & 
critical period* to- rMfc the eoriftence? of the Britift 
Empire, rather than foil in the gratification of his re- 
venge againft the faidKajab. 

"* » » - • 

XVII. 

That the firft of his three inftituted projefts, name* 
ly, the depriving the Rajah of his territories, was by 
himfelf confidered as a meafure likely* to be productive 
of much oodium to tfee Britifh Government 5 he having 
declared, whatever opinions he might entertain of its 

>■ - " juftico 
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jufticfc, " That itwtmld have an appearifrt* of five* 
riiy ; and might furnift* grounds utfavonrabk to the 
credit ef o&r £tfer*f#**/, and /# to 0B>* reputation^ 
u from the n antral influence which every alt tfrigont^ 
u cxerrifed in the perfoftl of men in elevated filiation^ 
" is apt to imprefs tin thofe whb are too remote from 
** the fcehfe trf adidn to judge, by atfy evidfcrice of 
kt the fatts thtmfetveS, of theif motives or prd- 
u priety/* And the fecond attempt, the fum of money 
Which he aimed at by attacking the fortrefieft of the 
Rajah* and* plundering them of the trcaftfrc fuppofed 
to be there fecuted, befidts the obvious uncertainty of 
acquiring what was thus fought, would be liable to 
the fame imputations with the former. And with re- 
gard to the third project, namely, the fale of the 
Company's foVeteignty to the Nabob of Oude, and 
his having a&ually received propofals for the fame, 
it wa$ ad high offence Co the Company, as preftonung, 
without their authority of confenr, to put up to fide 
their ibvereign rights ; and particularly to put them 
up to fale to that very perfon* againft whom the inde- 
pendence of the faid province had been declared by 
the Governor General and Council to be neceflafy, n 
a barrier for the fecurity of the other province*, in 
cafe of a future rupture with bin?* It **s an heinous 
injury to the faid Rajah* to attempt to change his re- 
lation without his consent, efpectally tm account of 
the perfon t > whom he was to be made oVer for money, 
J>y reafon of the known enmity fiibfifting between hit 
family and that of the Nabfrb* who was to be the 
puf chafer i and it was a grievous outrage on the inno- 
cent inhabitants of the Zemindary of Benares, to pro- 
pofe putting them under a perfon long before defcribed 
by himfelf, to the Court of Direftors, ci to want the 
" qualities of the head and heart requifite for his 
" ftation •/' and in a letter from the Britifh refident at 
Oude, tranfmitted to the faid Court, reprefents him 
" to have wholly loft, by his opprtfio*?, the confidence' 
" and affections of his own fubje&s ;" and whofe dif^ 
treiles, and the known diforders in his government* 
he, the faid Haftings, did, attribute fblely to his owa 
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bad conduft and evil character : admitting alio m a 
letter written to Edward Whelcr, Efq. and tranfmitted 
to the CoUrt of Directors, <c that many circumftances 
" did favour fufpicion of his (the faid Nabob's) fide- 
" lity to the Englifh intereft, (he Nabob being fur* 
" rounded, by men bafe in their characters, and'im- 

\ <c provident in their understandings, his favourites and 
his companions of hU loofcr hours. Thefe had 
every caufe to dread the effect of my influence op 
<c , theirs ; and both thefe, and the relations of the fa- 
" mily, whofe views of confequence and power were 
'.' intercepted by our participation in the adminiftra- 
16 tion of his affair?, entertained a mortal hated to our 
14 nation, and openly avowed it." And the faid 
H *&ings wa& w^li aware, . that in cafe the Nabob, by 
him deferred in the manner a fore faid, on making 

% fuch porchafe, fhould contiaue to obterve the terms 
of his father's original covenants and engagements 
with; the R^jah, and ihould pay the Company the only 
tribute which, he could lawfullv exaft from the faid 
Rajah; it was impofljble that he could, for the nicr^ 

naked and unprofitable rights of a fovereignty para- 
mount, afford to offer fo great a fum as the Rajafy 
did offer to the faid Haftings, for his redemption from 
oppreffion. Such an acquisition to the Nabob (while 
he kept his faith). could not poflibly be of any advan- 
tage whatever to him ; and jchat therefore, if a great 
fum was to be paid by the Nabob of Oude, it mud 
be tor the purpofe of oppreffion, and violation of 
public faiih, to be perpetrated in the perfon of the 
faid Nabob, to an extent and in a manner which the 
faid Haftings was then apprehenfivt he could not jUftify 
to the Court of D«re&ors, as lib own perfqnal a£t« 


END of PART II. 
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P A R T III/ 

Expulfion x>f the Rajah of Benares. 


f 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings, being refolved 
on the ruin of the Rajah aforefaid, as a preliminary 
ftep thereto did, againft the exprefs cMefs of the 
Court of Diredtorsi remove Francis Fowke, Efquire, 
the Company's refident at the city of Benares, with- 
out any complaint, or pretence of complaint whatfo- 
ever, but merely on his own declaration, that he iriuft 
have, as a refident at Benares, a perfon of his own 
fpecial and perfonal nomination and confidence, and 
not a man ot the Company's nomination -, and in the 
place of the faid Francis Fowke, thus illegally divert- 
ed of his office, did appoint thereto another fervant of 
the Company of his own choice. 

. • , • • ' ' 

That foon after he had removed the Company's re* 
fident, he prepared for a journey to the upper pro- 
vinces, and particularly to Benares, in ordef to execute 
the wicked and perfidious defigns by him before ' me- 
ditated and contrived ; and although he did commu- 
nicate his purpofe privately to fuch perions as he 
thought fit to entruft therewith, he did not enter any 
thing on the confiscations to that purpofe, or record 
the principles, real or pretended, on which he had re- 
folved to aft, nor did he ftate arty guilt in the Rajah 
which he intended to punifh, or charge him, the faid 
Rajah, wiih entertaining any hoiiile intentions, the 
effedfcs of which were to be prevented by any ftrong 
meafure ; but on the contrary, he did induftrioufly 
conceal his real defigns from the Court of Directors, 
and did fallacioufly enter on the coofultations a mi- 
nute declaratory of pur poles wholly different there* 

G 2 from, 
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from, and whjch fuppofed nothing more than an ami- 
cable adjuftmenf, founded on the treaties between tha 
Company ahd the Rajab, invefting bimfclf by his faii 
minute with " full power and authority to form fucb 
" arraignments whb the Rajah of Bmares, for the 
*' better government ^iid management of his £erfiin- 
• c dary, and to perform fuch ads fqr the improvement 
*« of the intereft which the Company poflefles in it. 
* c as he ihall thinks q»4 con/want to the mutual en- 
** gagemenU fitbfiftrvg between the tympany and the Ra- 
** jab \ " arfd for thjs and other purpoips he did in- 
vert himfelf with the whole power of the Council, : 
giving to himfelf an authority, as if hif a As had beenj 
fhe acts of the Council jtfelf j which, thouyfi a powe? . 
pf a dangerous, unwarrantable, and illegal extent, 
yet does plainly imply the following limics. namely, 
that the alts done (boul'4 be arrapged with the Rajah, 
{hat is, with bis confent \ and, fecondjy, That they 
jftiould be conformant to the a&ual engagements beV 
tween the parties j and nothing appears in the minute 
conferring the laid power* which did efcprefs or imply 
$ny authority for depriving the Rajah of hi$ govern T 
jnent, or felling the Jbvereignty thereof to his here* 
$ jtaiy v enemy, or for tl>e plunder oi his fort tfeafures/ 

<in. 

That tltf (aid Warren ftaftings having farmed th« 
plans aforpfaid for the ruin of the Rajah,, did fct out 
on a journey to the city of Benares with a great train, 
put with a very fmall force, i>oc much exceeding fix 
. companies of regular ^ack foldiers, to perpetrate 
Some of the Utyuft and Violent ads by him mediate*} 
and refolred on : Antf the faid flattings was met, ac- 
cording to the ufage of diitinguiftied perfons in that 
country, by the Rajah of Benareg witn a very great 
attendance, both in boats and ov\ {hope* which attend- 
ance he did apparently intend *$ a mark of honour 
and qbfer ranee* to the place q,nd perfon of the faid 
Haftings, but which the faid |iaftiffg$ did afterwards 
grounidicisly and malicioully repttfent as aa indication 

of 
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pf a defign upon his lifcf and. the fejd Rajah cam* 
into the pipnacc in which the laid Jiaftirig* w^s car* 
ried, and in a lowly and fujppliant manner, alone, and 
without any guard or attendance whatsoever, entreat? 
cd his fayour f antj bfing received with gre^t ftern- 
fiefs and arrogance, Jyi did put his turban in the lag* 
pf the feid Hafting?, thereby fignifyiijg, that fa 
abandoned his life and fortune to his djfp^fal, and 
then departed; the faid tjaftings not apprehending, 
por having apy reafon to apprehend, apy violence 
wfaatfoevpr po his perfon. 

That the ftfd Haftings, }n the ^Jtmofl fecurity, and 
freedom from apprehenfion, did purfue his journey, 
and did arriye at the city of Benares on the 14th of 
Auguft 1781, fome hqurs before the Rajah, who, fooii 
after his arrival, intended to pay him a v|fit of honour 
and refpedfc at his quartern, but was by thp faid Hff* 
tings rudely and infolently forbid, until he Humid v+» 
ceive his permiffion. .And the laid Halting*, although 
he had previoufly determined on the ruin qf the faid 
Rajah, in order to afford fome colour of regularity and 
jufttce to his proceedings, did, on the day after his ar- 
rival, that is, on the 15th day of Auguft 1781, fend tq 
(he Rajah a charge in writing, which, (hough informal 
and irregular, may be reduced to foyr articles, two 
general, and two more particular* The fir ft of the 
general being, f'/JThat he, (the Rajah) had, by the 
" means of his fecret agents, endeavoured to excite 
" diforders in the government on which he depended ;" 
the ftcond, " That h$ had fuffercd the daily perpe- 
v ( tration of robberies and murders, even in the ftreets 
" of Benares, to the greaf and public fcaqdal of the 
f l Englifli name*" 


That it appears, that the (aid Warren Haftings 13 
guilty pf an high offeppe, contrary to t^e fu amcntal 

principles 
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p rinetpfes of jtiftiec, .in the. faid mode of charging mif- 
aemeanofs, without auy fpecification of perfon, or 
piact, or time, or aft^ or any offer of fpecification 
Or proofs by* which the party charged may be enabled 
to refute the fame, in order to unjuftly load his repu- 
tation, and to prejudice him with regard to the articles 
fpore dearly fpecificd* 

. •• ■ VI. 

i 

That the two fpecified articles relate to certain de- 
lays; The §rft, with regard to the payment of the 
fumf -of /mwey unjuftly extorted as aforelaid ; and the 
fecond, the non-compliance with a requifition of ca- 
valry ; which non-compliance the faid Haftings (eyen 
if the f*id charges had been founded) did falfely, and 
in con tradition to all law, affirm and maintain (in his 
accufatiojj ag4n$ the Rajah, and addrefling htmfelf to 
him) " to amount to a iireH charge of difaffedtion and 
** "infidelity to the government on which you depend.'' 
And farther proceeded as follows: " I ifrerefore judged 
«* it proper to ftate tfrem, (the faid charges) thus fully 
* to yoti in writing, and to require your anfwer ; and 
*' this I expeft immediately." That the faid Haftings 
ft a ting his pretended fafts to amount to a charge of the 
nature (as he would have it underftopd) of high treafon * % 
and therefore, calling for an immediate anfwer, did wil- 
fully adfc againft thfc rules of natural juftice, which re-p 
quires that a convenient time fhould be given to anfwer, 
proportioned to the greatnefs of the offence alledged, 
and the heavy penalties which attend it; £nd when he 
did arrogate to himfelf a right both to charge and to 
judge in his own perion* he ought to have allowed the 
Rajah full opportunity for conferring With his Mini* 
fters, his Doctors of Law, and his Accountants, on 
the fafts oharged,and on the criminality inferred in the 
faid accufation of difloyalty and difaffcCtion, or offence* 
of that quality. 


VII. That 
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VII. 

That the faid* Rajah did, under the preflure of the 
difadvantages aforefaid, deliver in, upon* the very evert* 
ing of the day of the charge, a full, complete, and fpe- 
cific arnfwer to the two articles therein fpecified ; artd 
did alledge,.and offer proof, that the whole of the ex- 
traordinary demands of the faid Haftings tad been ac- 
tually long before paid and difcharged ; and did ftate 
; a proper defence with regard to ttoe cavalry, even fup- 
pofing him bound (when he was not bound) to fbrnifh 
any. And.the feid Rajah did make a ifireft dcnfalof the 
truth of the two^cT^axticFes, and did explaftf himfelf 
on the fame in as fatisfa&ory a manner, *nd as fully 
as their nature. could permit j offfrhig to enter into im- 
mediate trial of the points in rffite between him and the 
faid Haftings, in the* remarkabte words' following: 
My enemies > with a ^iew to my ruin; have made 
falfe reprefenrations to you. NW that, bappify for 
mp, you have you.felf ar»ived at this place, you will 
" be able to afcertain- all the ctfeumftances; firft, re- 
lative to the horfe; fecondly, to my people going 
to Calcutta > and, thirdly,* the dates ot the receipts 
of the particular Turns above-mentioned. You will 
then know whether I have amufed you with a' falfe 
reprefentation, ormadeajuft report to you.** And 
in the faid anfwer the faid Rajah complained, but in the 
moft modeft terms, of an injury to him of the mod 
dangerous and criminal nature in tranfa&ions of fuch 
moment, namely, his not receiving any anlwer to his 
letters and petitions; and concluded in the following 
words ; cc I have never fwerved in the fmalleft degrre 
from my duty to you. It remains wiih you to decide 
on all thefe. matters. • I am in evrry ca 4 e your frave. 
What is juft I have reprefented to you. May your 
profperity increafe !" 

VIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings was bound, hy the 
cffential principles of natural jult ice, to attend to the 
claim made by the Rajah to a fair and irppartiaL trial and 

enquiry 
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* * 

enquiry into the matter of atclifatioti brought againil 
him by the kid Halting*, at a time and place which 
turnifhed all prtfper materials, ahd die prefence of all 
hectfiary wltnefles * but the laid l-Jaftlhgs, inftead of 
inftituting the fa id enquiry, and granting trial, did re- 
ceive Jm humble rcqueft for juftitfe from a great prince 
as a frelh offence, and as a perfonal infult to hlrtifelf* 
. and did conceive a violent paffion of anger, and a ftroog 
resentment thereat, declaring, that he did confidtr the 
faid anfwer as not only unfatisfa&ory in fubftancc* but 
offenfive in ftylc : u This anfwer you will perceive to? 
u be not only unfatzsfafttfry in fubftante, bfct offenfive 
" in ftyle ; and left a vindication of himfelf, than a: 
€f recrimination On me« It expreffes ho concern for 
u the tfaufes of complaint contained in my letter, or 
" defire to atone for them, nor the fmalleft intention to? 
** purfue a different line of conduct : Ah anfwer couch- 
4< ed nearly in terms of defiance to requifit.ons of lb fe- 
* rious a nature, I could not but cofcfider ad ajrong w- 
u dilation of that fpbrit $f independency vihkh the Rajah 
<c has for tome years paft adumed,and of which indeed 
€i I had early obferved other manifeft fymptoms, both 
*• before and from the inftantof my arrival/' — Which 
teprefentation is altogether, and in all parts thereof,' 

f;roundkrfs and injurious ; as the fubftancc of the an- 
wcr is a justification proper to be pleaded, and the ftyle^ 
. if in any thing exceptionable, it is in its extreme hu- 
mility, refulting rather from ah unmanly and abje^ 
fpirit, than from any thing of an offenfive liberty; 
but being received as difrefpc&ful by the faid Haf- 
rngs, it abundantly indicates the tyrannical arrogance 
of the faid Haftings, and the depreffion into which 
the natives are funk under the BritilhGovernfpeau » 

IX. : 

That the faid Warren Haftings, pretending to have 
been much alarmed at the offenfive language of the 
faid Rajah's defence, and at certain appearances of in- 
dependency which he had obferved, not only on former 
occafions, but fince his arrival at Benares (where he- 

had 
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had been but little more than one day) and which ap- 
pearances he never has fpccified in any one Inftance, ' 
did affert that he conceived himfelf indifpenfably 
obliged to adopt fonne decifive plan ;' and without any' 
further enquiry or confutation (which appears) with* 
any pcrfon, did, at ten o'clock of the very night on* 
which he received the before-mentioned full and fatis-* 
fa£to$y, as well as fubmiffive anfwer, fend an order to 
the Rritifti Refident (then being a public Minifttr re- 
prefenting the Britiih Government at the Court of the 
laid Rajah, and as fuch bound by the law of nations to 
refpeft the Prince at whofe Court he was Refident, and' 
not to attempt amy thing againft his perfdn brftate;' 
and who ought not therefore to have been chofen by the' 
faid Haftings, and compelled to ferve in that bufinefs) 
that he (hould on the next morning arreft the faid Prince 
in his palace, and keep him inhis cuftody until further 1 
orders ; which faid order being conceived in the moft 
peremptory terms, the Rajah was put under arreft, with 
a guard of about 3.0 orderly Sepoys^ with their fWoids' 
drawn i And the particulars thereof "were reported to' 
him as follows : 


<c 


Honourable Sir, 


c< I this morning, in obedience to your orders of laft 
tf night* proceeded^ with at few ' of my orderlies, ac- 
<* companied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shewalla 
•« GhaUt, the prefent relidence of Rajah Cheit Sin%i and 
u acquainted him, it was your pleafure he fhouldcon- 
" fider himfelf ia arreft;; that he, (hould order his people 
** to behave' in a quiet and orderly- manner, for that 
" any attempt to refcue him would be attended with his 
" awn dejlruftion* The Rajah fubmitted quietly to the dr- 
" reft, and allured me, that whatever were your orders* 
c< he was ready implicitly to obey: He hoped that 
" you would allow him a fubftfience ; but as for hh Ze- 
< c mindary, bis forts, an 4 his. treafure^ he was ready to lay 
•* them st your feet, and bis life if rebuked. He exprtf- 
H fed himfelf much hurt at the ignominy which he af* 
V filmed muft b$ the coniequencc of his confinement $> 

H . " and, 
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" and intreatcd mc to return to you with the for«go- 
u ing fabmiffion, hoping that you would make aU 
€€ lowances for his youth and inexperience, and incon- 
u fideration of his father's name releafe him from his 
confinement, as foon as he ihould prove the fincerity 
of his offers, and himfelf deferving of your compak 
"> (ion and forgivenefs." 

X. 

v That a further order was given, that every fervant 
of the Rajah's (hould be difarmed, and a certain number 
only left to attend him,, under a drift watch. In a 
quarter of an hour after this conversation, two com- 
panies of grenadier Sepoys were fent to the Rajah's pa- 
lace by the faid tradings; and the Rajah being dif- . 
mayed by this unexpe&ed and unprovoked treatment, 
wrote two fhort letters or petitipns to ;he faid Haftings, 
under the greateft apparent dejection at the outrage 
and dishonour he had luffered in the eyes of his fubjedts, 
all imprifonment of perfons of rank being held in that 
country as a mark of indelible infamy, and he alfo ifl 
all probability confidering his imprifonment as a pre- 
lude to the taking away his life ; and in the firft of the 
faid petitions he did exprefs himfelf in this manner : 
f S Whatever may b,e ypur pleafure, do it with your 
* c own hands, I am ypur flave. What pccafion can 
there be fpr a guard !" And in the other, " my ho- 
nour was beftowed upon me by your Highnefs. It 
depends on you alone to take aw^iy, or not to take a- 
way the country out of my hands. In cafe my ho- 
nour is not left to me, how ihall I be equal to the 
w bufinefs of the Government ? whoever, with his 
hands in a fupplicating pofture, is ready with his 
life and property, what neceffity can there be for hin^ 
* 4 to be dealt with in this way ?" 

XI- 

That according to the faid Haftings's narrative of 
$\\$ tranfi&ion, h?, (the faid Haftings) on account of 

the 
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th£ apparent defpondency in which thefe letters were 
were written, " thought it necejfary to give him fame 
u encouragement $" and therefore wrote him a note of 
a few lines, carelefsly and haughtily expreffed, and 
little calculated to relieve him from his uneafinefs, 
promifing to fend to him aperfon to explain particulars; 
and defiring him " to fet his mind at reft, and not to 
" conceive any terror or apprehendon." To which 
an anfwer of great humility and deje&ion was re- 
ceived, 

XII. 

Thit the report of the Rajah's arteft did caufe a 
treat alarm in the city, in the fuburbs of which the 
Rajah's palace is fituated, and in the adjacent country* 
The people were filled with difmay and anger at the 
outrage and indignity offered to a prince under whofe 
government they enjoyed much eafe and happinefs. 
Under thefe circumftafcees the Rajah defired leave to 
perform his ablutions ; which was refufed, unlefs he 
lent for Water, and performed that ceremony on the 
fpot. This he did. And foon after fome of the peo- 
ple^ whb now began to furfound the palace in confide- 
rable numbers, attempting to force their way into the 
palace, a Britifh officer commanding the guard upon 
the Rajah ftrugk one of them with his fword. The 
people grew more and more irritated •, but a meflage 
being feht frdm the Rajah to appeafe them, they conti- 
nued, on this interpofition, for ia while quiet. Then the 
Rajah retired to a fort of (tone pavilion or baftion, to 
perform his devotions, the guard of Sepoys attending 
him in this aft of religion. In the mean time a per- 
fon of the meaneft ftation, called a Chubdar, at the 
beft anfwering to our common Beadle or Tipftaff, was 
fent with a meflage (of what nature does not appear) 
from Mr. Haftings or therefident, to the prince under 
arreft 5 and this bafe perfon, without regard to the rank 
of the prifoner, or to his then occupation, addreffed 
him in a rude, boifterous manner, " paffionately and 
€€ infultingly," (as the faid Rajah has without contradic- 

H 2 tion 
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tion aflerted) •* and reviling him with a loud ▼oicr, 
** gave both him and his people the vileft abufe j" and 
the manner and matter being obfcrvable and audible to 
the multitude, divided only by an open ftonc lattice 
from the fcene within ; and a firing commenced from 
Without the palace; on which the Rajah again interpo* 
fed and did what in him lay to fupprefs the tumult, un- 
til an Englifh officer, ftriking him with his fword f and 
wounding him on the hand, the. people no longer kept 
any meafures, but broke through the inclofurc of the 
palace. The infolent Tipftaff was firft cut down, and 
the multitude falling upon the Sepoys and Englifh of- 
ficers, the whole, or nearly the whole, were cut to pie- 
ces; the foldiers having been ordered to that fervice 
without any charges for their pieces. And in this tu- 
mult the Rajah, being juftly fearful of falling into the 
hands of the faid Haftings, did make his efcape over 
the walls of his palace, by meatisof a rope, formed of 
his turban tied together, into a boat upon the river, 
-and from thence into a place of fecurity 5 abandoning 
many of his family to the difcretion of the faid Ha- 
ftings, who did caufe the faid palace to be occupied by 
a company of foldiers, after the flight of the Rajah* 

XIII. 

That the Rajah, as Toon as he had arrived at a 
place of nfuge, did, on the very day of his flight, 
fend a fuppliant letter to the faid Haftings, filled with 
txpreflions of concern (affirmed by the faid Haftings 
to be flight expreflions) for what had happened, and 
profeflipns (faid by the faid Haftings to be ipdifinite 
a d unapplird) of "fidelity : But the faid Warren Ha- 
i Kings, though bound by his duty to hear the faid Ra- 
jah, and to prevent extremities if poflible, being filled 
with infolence and malice, did not think it "becoming 
" of him to make any reply to it; and that he thought 
4€ he ordered the bearer of the letter to be told that it 
*' required note." 

XIV. That 
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XIV. 

That this letter of fubmiflion having been received, 
t^ife faid Rajah not difcouraged or provoked from ufing 
every attempt towards peace and reconciliation, did 
again apply, on the very morning following, to Rich- 
ard Johnfon, Efquire, for his interpofition, but to no 
purpbfe* and did likewife, with as little effeft, fend a 
meuage to Cantu Babti, native ftfcward and confiden- 
tial agent of the faid Haftings, which was afterwards re- 
duced into writing, " to exculpate himfelf from any 
cc concern in what had patted, and to profefs his obedi- 
c< ence to his will (Haftings) in whatever way he fhould 
" dj&ate." But the faid Haftings, for fevfcral falfe and 
contradictory reafons by him afligned, did not take any 
advantage of the faid opening, attributing the fame to 
artifice, in order to gain' time; but inftead of accept- 
ing the faid fubmiffions, he did refolve upon (flight 
from the city of Benares, and did fuddenly fly there* 
from in great confufion. 

XV. 

That the faid Haft ing did perfevere in his refolutions 
not to liften to any fubmiflion, or offer of accommo* 
dation Vrhatfoever, though feveral were afterward! 
made, .through almoft every perfon who might be fup- 
pofed to have influence with him, but did caufe the Ra- 
jah's troops to be attacked and fallen upon, though 
thfcy only A<fted on the defenfive (as the Rajah has with- 
out contradiction aflereed) and thereby, and by his pre- 
ceding refufal of propoficions of the fame nature, and 
by other his perfidious, unjuft, and tyrannical adfcs, 
by him perpetrated and done, and by his total impro- 
vidence in not taking one rational fecurity whatfoever 
agaittft the inevitable confequences of thofe afts, did 
make himfelf guilty of all the mutual flaughter and 
devastation which -enfued, as well as, in his opinion, 
of the imminent danger of the total fubverfion of the 
Britifh power in India, by the rifqe of his own per- 
fon, which he aflerts that it did run ; as alio, " that 

« it 
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** it cught not to be thought that he attributed tod 
*' much confequence to his perfonal fafety, when he 
iC fuppofed the fate ef the Britifh empire in India cm* 
€t netted with it ; and that, mean as its fubftance may. 
#t be, its accidental qualities were equivalent to thofc 
4t which, like the charaftefs of aTalifman in the Ara- 
4t bian Mythology, formed the effence o( the ftafe itfelf, 
cc reprefentation, title, and the tftimate of the public 
" opinion. That had he fallen, fuch a ftrokc would 
• 6 be univerfally confidered as decifiveof the natiionai 
* c fate. Every ftate round it would have ftarted into 
* c arms againft it; and every fubjeR of its own dominion 
" would, acceding to their feveral abilities, have become. 
44 its enemy" And that he knew, and has declared,, 
that though the faid ftroke was not ftriick, that great 
convulfions did a&ually enfue fiom his proceedings* 
«- That half the province of Oude was in a ftate of as 
" compleate rebellion as that of Benares ;" and that 
invafions, tumults and infurredtions, were occafioned 
thereby in various other parts. 

XVI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, after he had col- 
lected his forces from all parts, did with little difficul- 
ty or bloodfhed, fubfequent to that time, on the part of 
his troops, and in a few days, entirely reduce the faid 
province of Benares ; and did, after the faid fliort, and 
little-refifted hoftility, in cold blood, iffue an order for 
burning a certain town, in which he accufed the people 
at large of having killed, €i upon what provocation he 
knows not," certain wounded Sepoys who were prifo- . 
ners ; which orders, being generally given, when it yvas 
his duty to have made fome enquiry concerning the 
particular offenders, but which he did never niake or 
caufe to be made, was crujpl, inhuman, and tended to 
the deftru&ion of the revenues of the company ; and 
that this, and other adts ef devaluation, did caufe the 
lofs of two months of the collections. 

XVIL That 
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XVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did not only refufe 
the fubmiflions of the faid Rajah, which were frequent- 
ly repeated through various perfons after he had left 
Benares, and even after the defeat of certain of the 
company's forces, but did profcribe and except him 
from the pardons which he iffued after he had fatis- 
fied his vengeance on the province of Benares. 

XVIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did fend to a certain 
caftle called Bidgigur, the refidence of a perfon of high 
rank, called Pauna, the mother of the Rajah of Benares, 
with whom his wife, a woman defcribed by the faid 
Haftings " to be of an amiable character ;" and all the 
pther women of the Rajah's family, and the furvivors of 
the family of his father Bulwant Sing, a body of troops 
to difpoflefs them of her faid refidence, and lo feize up- 
on her money and effedts, although fhe did not ftand, 
even by himfelf, accufed of any offence whatfoever ; 
pretending, but not proving, and not attempting to 
prove, then nor fince, that the Treafures therein con- 
tained were the property of the Rajah, and not her 
own •, and did, in order to ftimulatc the Bitifh foldiery 
to rapine and outrage, iffue to them feveral barbarous 
orders, contrary to the pra&ice of civilized nations, re- 
lative to their property, moveable and immoveable, at- 
tended, with unworthy and unbecoming menaces, 
highly offenfive to the manners of the eaft, and the 
particular refpefl: there paid to the female fex ; which 
letters and orders, ^s well as the letters which he had 
received from the officers concerned, the faid Haftings 
did unlawfully fupprefs, until forced, by the difputes 
between him and the faid officers, to difcover the fame* 
and the faid orders are as follow :' 

" I am this inftant favoured with yours of yefterday. 

ff Mine of the fame date (22d Oftober 1781) has be- 

'- " fore this time acquainted you with my refolutions 

<* and fentiments refpetting the Rannee (the mother 

" of 
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of the Rajah Cheyt Sipg) I think every demand fee 
has made to you, except that of fafety and refpedt 
for her perfon, is, unreafonable. If the .reports 
brought to me are true, your rejeSinz her offer}, or any 
negotiations with her y would foon obtain you pofief- 
fion of the fort upon your own terms, I apprehend 
" that flxe will contrive to defraud the captors of a conji- 
u derabk part of the booty \ by being fiiffered to retire zuith* 
out examination. But this is your confideration, and not 
mine. IJhould be very for ry that your officers and foldiers 
loft any part of the reward to which they are fo well en- 
<c titled; butjl cannot make any obje&ion, as you muft 
44 be the beft judge of the expediency of the promifed 
44 indulgence, to the Rannec. What you have engaged 
44 for, I will certainly ratify ; but as to permitting the 
* 4 Rannee to hold the Purgunnah of Hurluk, or any 
u other in the Zemindary, without being fubjecft to the 
44 authority of the Zemindar, or any lands whatever, 
4< or indeed making any conditions with her for a provifimi 
u I will never eonfent to it. 99 And in another letter to the 
fame perfon, dated Benares 3d of November 1781, in 
which Ik the (aid Haftirrgs confents that the faid woman 
of diftin&ion ihould be .allowed to evacuate the place, 
and to receive protection, he did exprefs himfelf as fol- 
lows : <4 1 am willing to grant her now the feme condir 
" tions to which I at firft confented ; provided that 
cc (he delivers into your poffeffi on, within twenty-four 
hours fronv the time of receiving your mcffage, the 
fort of Bidzigurr, with the trcafbreand effects lod* 
ged therein by Cheit Sing, or any of his adherents* 
with the referye only, as abovememioncd, of fuch 
articles as yon Jhall tbiifk n&ejfary to her fix and amdi* 
tion 9 or as you (haU be difpbfed of J&urfelf to indulge 
her with. If fhe complies, as I expe& fhe will, it 
will be your part to £cure the fort, and the proper-* 
ty it contains, for the benefit of yourjelfand detachment*. 
44 I have only further to requeft thai you will grant an 
efcort, if Pauna Ihould Fcquire it;, to conduft her 
here, or wherever ihe may choofc to retire to. But 
Ihould (he refute to execute the promife Ihe has* 
€ S made, or delay it beyond the term, ofl\ hours, it is mf 
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** pefitive injtiri&ion that you immediately put a ftop to 

** any further intercourfe or negociatton with hrr, and 

* € on no pretext renew it. If ftedifappsints or trifles 

** with me, after I have fubjefled my Buan to the dif- 

<c grace of returning ineffectually, and of courfe myfelf 

** to difcredit, I (hall confider it as a wanton affront and 

" indignity which I can never forgive, nor will I grant her 

tc any conditions whatever, but leave her expofed to 

4t Pbofe dangers which fhe has chofcn to riiqiie, rather 

<c than truft to the clemency and generality of our go- 
v vernment, I think Jhe cannot be ignorant of thefe ton* 
feqtiences* and will not venture to'incur them ; and it is 

* c for this reafon I place a dependence on her offers, 

* 4 and have conftnted to fend my Duan to her/-* 3 

* XIX. ' . " 

That the caftle aforefaid being furrendered upon 
terms of fafety, and on exprefs condition of not at- 
tempting to fearch their perfons, the women of rank, 
,aforefai_d, her female relations, and female dependants, 
to the number of three hundred, beiides children, eva~ 
cuated the laid caflle ; but the fpirit of rapacity being 
excited by the letters and other proceedings of the faid 
Haftings, (he capitulation was fhamefully and outrage* 
oufly broken, arid in defpke of the endeavours of the 
commanding officer, the faid woman of high condition, 
and her female dependants, friends, and ferv^ftfs, .were 
plundered of the effeds they carried with them, and 
which were refcrved to them in the capitulation of their 
fortrefs, and in their perfons were ,otherwife rudely and 
inhumanly dealt with, by the licentious followers of 
the camp; for which outrages, reprefented to the faid 
Haftings with great concern by the commanding officer, 
Major Popham, he, the faid Haftings, did afterwards 
j-ecommeod a late and fruitlefs redrtfs. 

XX. 

That the Governor General, Warren Haftings, in 

^citing the hopes pf the military, by declaring thfem 

* " •' v ■' * i ' well 
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totU entitled to fa plunder of the-fortteii afortfaid, the 
f eflda^e. ofthe mOthcj: and other women of the Aajah 
«rf BeiMir*, and /by gifting the troops to fecure tins 
fame for their own benefit did advife and a& in dire& 
contradi&ion to the orders of the Court of Dire&ors, and 
to hi* own ppinion of hi? public duty, as well as to the 
tWh and reality thereof; h& having fome Years before 
entered in writing the declaration which follows t 
f < The very idea ofprizt money fuggtfts to my rcmem T 
* c brance the former disorders which arofe in our army from 
" this four ce^ and had atpiojl preyed fatal to. it. Of thi$ 
€i circumftance yourjpttft be fufikieiuly apprized* and 
*.*' of the neceffity for difcouraging .every expe&ation of 
" this kind aroongft the troops — it u to be avoided tika 
€i poifon.. The bad effci&s or a fimilar pieafure wer£ 
* c but too plainlv felt in a fontur period, and"i>ur 
44 honourable mailers did not fail on that occafion to 
M€ ttpfebitt with their cenfare, in the imoft fevere terms, 
** a pfaftice which they regarded as the fource of in- 
«« Ante sytts j and whi$h, if efahltfted, would; in 
f ( their judgiwnt nctxffarily bring corruption and ruiq 
*' <>n their *rray" 


l - — That tfrt faid Raftings, after He had given the licence 
tffordaid, and that in confequence thereof the booty 
foufcd in the jcaftte* to the amount of 23^27,813 cor- 

— |>et%t rupees, :w» distributed among the foldiers nn- 
plfcytfd iu itsTcdttftiCm^ the iaid Haftiogsdid retra&his 

• -dettaracioix of right, apd his permiffion to the foldiers 

to appropriate to. themtelves the plunder, and endea* 

voured by various devices and artifices* to explain the 

•fame away, and to recover the fpoil afortfaid for the 

. vie of the company ; and wholly tailing in his attrmpts 

" a to; relitthfi by a breach of faith with the fcldicrs, what 

he had unlawfully difpofed of by a breach of {hij;y to his 

'constituents, he attempted ta obtain the fame as a loan, 

in whi^ft attempt he alfo failed*; apdb the aforefaid 

^^jGbicy^lng^'tftf only part of the tresfures belonging 

" to <he Jlajah, pr fry of his family;^ 1&& i*ad .".'been 

'* *'..!";;. ' ' : - ■ . '•" •-•.;'; - found, 
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v found, Re was altogether /nJftrated jrt ihc'dcqtlilitteii 

r of ever part of that diihotaourable objeft, which aloae 

f &e prettnded to and pprftied' through a long fcrfeft of 1 

: ,*&s of injirfUce, inhumanity, bppreffion, violence, aftd 

< blood (bed, at the Hazard of his perfon 2nd reputatidil, 

,^nd, in his own opinion, It the rifk of the total Tub* 

;.*crfion of the .^riulh en)pite> 

[ tfhat the faid Warren Haftings* after the commiffkfri 

tff the offences afordaid, being *rell aware that he 

"' ftiduld be called to an account for thfc fame, did, by 

the evil xiounfel arid agency of Sir Elijah Impey, 

' Knight, His Majefty's .Chief Juftice, who was thert 

. out of the limits of his jurifdi&ron, caufc to be taken 

tt Benares^ before or by thtr faid Sir Elijah tmpey, and 

V through the inttfvention, pot of the Company's Inter- 

_ f>retcr, but of a certain private Interpreter of his, the 

' laid Haft ings's, own appointment, and a dependant oa 

him, called Major Davy, feveral declarations and de- . 

pofition$ by natives of Hindoftan, and did alio catife 

to be taken before the faid Sir Elijah Impey> feveril 

. attentions in Englifli, made by Britifh fubjefts, and 

". Whifh, were afterwards tranfmitted to Calcutta, aild 

laid before the Council 6enrrai* ibme of Which geptt* 

.fitions were upon oath, fome upon honour* a$d Others 

^neither upon bath nor bottdur, but all or mofi of wjiich 

*eere of ah irregular and irrelevant nature, and not fit 

Or decent to' be taken by a Britifh magifhratc^Ot to be 

fcranfmitfed to a Britifh government*. 

XXIIL 

That otoe of the (aid atceftationi (tut riot on oath) 
was made by a principal Afinifter of the Nabbb of 
Oude, to whom the faiq Halting* had fome time before 
propofed to fell the fovefeignty of that Very territory Of 
Benares; and that one other atteftation (not upon oath) 
- ' was^ made by a native woman of diftin&ion, whofe 
ion he, the laid Haftings, did a&tfatty promote to the 

1 % gOvefdrtfttft 
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government of Benares, vacated by, the unjuft expul- 
fion of the Rajah aforefaid, and who in her depofitior* 
did declare* that {he confidered the expelled Rajah as 
her enemy? and that he never did confer with her, or 
fuffer her to be acquainted with any of his deftgns. 

XXIV. 

That befides the depofitions of perfons interefted m 
the ruin of the Rajah, others were made by perfons 
, who then received pen fibns from" hint the faid Haftmgs ;. 
apdfeveral of the affidavits were made by perfons of 
mean condition, and fo wholly illiterate as . not to be 
able to write .their names. 

XXV, 

That he, the faid Haftings, did alfo caufe to be. 
examined, by various proofs and effays, the refult off 
which was delivered in upon hortour; the quality of 
certain military (lores, taken by the Bntifh troops from 
the faid Rajah of Benares ; and upon the report that the 
fame were of a good quality, and executed by perfons 
converfant in the making of good mrHtaty ftores, 
although the cannon was ftated by the fame authority 
to be bad, he, the faid Warren Haftings, from the 
report aforefaid,' did malicioufly, and contrary, to the 
ptindiples of natural arid legal reafon, infer that the 
infurreftion which had been raifed by his oton violence 
pnd oppreflion, and rendered for a time fuccefsful by 
his owri improvidence, was the confequence of a pre- 
meditated defign to overturn the Britiflv empire m 
Ind a, and to exterminate therefrom the Britifli nation ; 
which defign, if it had beentrue, the laid Haftings 
might have known, or rationally conjectured, and ought 
to have provided againft* And if the faid Haftings 
had received any credible information of iuch defign, 
it was his duty to v lay the fame before the Council Board, 
and to ftate the fame to the Rajah when he was in a con- 
dition to have given an anfwer thereto, or to obf<?rve 
thereorf; and riot, after he had profcribed and driven 

- nun 
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'tun from his dominions, to have enquired into offences 
to juftify the previous IntH&ion of punifhmenc. 

XXVI. 

That it does not appear, that in taking the faid dc- 
pofitions there was anjr perfon prcfent on the part of 
the Rajah to objeft to the competence or credibility, 
or relevancy of any of the faid affidavits, or other at r 
testations, or to adcount, otherwife than as the faid 
deponents did account, for any of the fafts therein 
ftated-, nor were any copies thereof fent to the faid 
Rajah, although the Company had a Minifter at the 
place of his rcfidence, namely, in the camp of the 
Mahratta Chief Scindia, fo as to enable htm to tranf- 
mit to the Company any matters which might induct 
or enable them to do juftice to the injured Prince afore- 
laid. And it does not appear that the faid Haftings 
has ever produced any witnefs, letter, or other docu- 
ment, tending to prove that the faid Rajah ever did 
carry on any hoftile negotiation whatever with any of 
thofe powers with whom he was charged with a con- 
fpiracy againft the Company, previous to the period 
of the laid Haft ings's having arretted him in his palace, 
although he the .laid Haftings had various agents at 
the Courts of all thofe Princes ; and that a late princi- 
pal agent and near relation of a Minifter pf one of 
them, the Rajah of Berar, called Benaram Pundit, was, 
at the time of the tumult at Benares, aft u ally with, the 
faid Haftings, and the faid Benaram Pundit was by 
him highly applauded for his zeal and fidelity, and was 
therefore by 'hint rewarded with a large penfion on thofe 
very revenues which he had taken from the Rajah Cheyt 
Sing; and if fuch a conspiracy had previoufly exifted, 
the Mahratta Minifter aforefaid muft have known, and 
would have attefted it. 

* 

XXVII. 

That it appears that the faid Warren Raftings, at 
the time that he formed his defign of fcizing upon the 

treafur& 
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*reafures of the Rajah of Beiiarea, 1 and of depofing fiim* 
-did not believe him guilty of that premeditated prd- 
jeft for driving the English out of India, with which 
*he afterwards thought fit to charge him, 6i that he was 
iealy guilty of any other great offertce* betaufe he 
has caufed if to be depofed, that if the fald Rajah 
fhoukl pay the fum of money by him esca&ed, '" he 
** would fettle his Zemindary upon him on the mod 
* 4 eligible, footing : w Whereas, if he had conceived 
him to have entertained .traiterous defigns againft the 
Company* from whom he held his tributary eftate, dr 
had been otbcrwjife guilty of fuch enormous offenpes 
a* to. make it.neceflary to take extraordinary methods 
for coercing him, it; would not have been proper for 
him tp fettle upon fuch a traitor and criminal the Ze~ 
j&indary of Benares* or a&y other territory, upon the 
* moft eligible, or upon any other footing whatever;, 
thereby the faid Haftings has by his own ftating dc- 
motfftrated, that the money intended to have been ex- 
ited was- npt as a punifhment for crimes, but that the 
*i \<friihe& pretended , for the purpofe of e*a&ing money, 

xxviil "'"":. 

That ?hc lM Warren Haftmgs, in ordet to jitftify 
• the a#s of y iqlencs aforefaid to the Court of Direftors, 
- did affert certain falfe fa<3$> knawn v b/ hfm to be fuch/ 
and did d r aw from them certain falfe and dangerous 
inferences, utterly, fubverfive of the rights of the 
Princes and fubje&s dependent on the Britilh natiort 
in India* contrary to the principles of all juft govern- 
ment, and highly d:lhonourable to that of Gre*t Brf • . 
tain ; namely, that the <c kajah of Benares was not a 
vaflal or tributary Prince ; and that the deeds which 
"paffed between him and the Board upon, the tran&fer 
, rc of the Zemindary in 1775, were not to be under- 
u flood to bear the quality and force of a treaty upofr 
*'. optional conditions between equal ftatts; that* the 
•* payments to be made by him were not -a tribute^ bu( 
*• a rent j and that the infiruments by which his terrt* 
■* tones were conveyed to him did not differ from 

" common 
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4t common grautt t* Zemindars, who were merely fub* 
< c jefts $ but that being nothing, more than, a common 
tf J&eipindar and mere fubje£t, a i the Company hold- 
f. € ., tag the acknowledged rights of his former fovereign, 
* € held an abfolute authority over him; that in the 
* c known relation^ of Zemindar to rhe fovereign^ *u- 
f* thority or power delegated by it, he owed a perfonai 
>« allegiancei and an implicit and unserved obedience 
f c to that authority, at the forfeiture of his Zemtadary, 
? c and even of his life arid property. " Whereas the 
f^id Halting* did well know, that whether the pay* 

: merits from the Rajah were called rent or tribute ^ hav- 
ing beep frequently by himfelf called the one and the 
other, and that of whatever nature the Uftmments by 
which he held might have been, he did Aot CCrtiider 
him as a common Zemindar or Landholder, but as far 
independent as a tributary Prince could be$ for he* did 
affign as a rcafon for receiving his rent rather within 
the Company's province than in hi* 6wn capital, that 
it would not *' fruftrate the intention of rendering the 

. ** Rajah independent ; that if a refident was appointed 
r f* to receive the money as it became due at Benares, 

' f* fiich a refident would unavoidably acquife ah iriflu- 
** ehce over the Rajah and over his country, which 
** would in effeft render him the mafter of both ; that 
f* this conftquence might not perhaps be brought 
** completely to pafs without a ftruggte, and many 
f f appeals to the Council, which, in a government 
c< conftituted like this, cannot fail to terminate againft 
, f* the Rajah, *nd by the conftruftion tq- which hi* 
fC oppofiiron ta the agent would be liable* might 
** eventually draw on him feyere refai&ioris/andend 

^f' in reducing him to the mean and depraved Jiate $f a, 
*' Zemindar* 

' - • i . 

' xxix. '_ 

And the faid Haftings, in the faid minute of eon* 

. fultation, haying enumerated the frauds, embeizle- 

. jnents, and oppreflions which Would en fuc from the 

Rajj&f s being ip the dependant flate afctfefaid ; and 

. ". ' . ;having 
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laving obviated all apprehenfions from giving to him 
the implied fymbols of dominion, did affert, " that 
* c without fuch appearance, he would cxpeft from every 
" change of government additional demands to be 
4e made upon him ; and would of courfe defcend to all 
* the arts of intrigue and concealment praitifed by 
* € other dependent Rajahs, which would keep him 
u indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to 
€€ the Company. But that by proper encouragement 
•* and prote&ibn, he might prove a profitable depen- 
cc dant, an ufeful barrier, and even a powerful ally to 
" the Company ; but that he would be neither, if the 
€c conditions of his connection with the Company were 
" left open to future y^riations." 

XXX- 

That if the faft had been true, that the Rajah. of 
Benares was merely an eminent Landholder, or any 
other fubjeft, the wicked and dangerous dodrine afore- 
iaid; namely, that he owed a perlpnal allegiance, and 
an implicit and unreferved obedience to the fovereign 
authority, at the forfeiture of his Zemindary, and even 
of his life and property, at the difcretion of thofe who 
held, or fully reprefented, the fovereign authority, 
doth le^ve fecyrity neither for life nor property to any 
perfons refiding under the Company's protection ; and 
that no fuch powers, nor any powers of that nature* 
had been delegated to the faid Warren Haffings,. by 
?ny provifions of the Aft of Parliament appointing a 
Governor General and Council at Fort William iu 
Bengal. 

XXXI. 

That the , faid Warren Haftings did alfo advance 
another dangerous and pernicious principle, in j unifi- 
cation of his violent, arbitrary, and iniquitous aftings 
aforefaid ; namely, cc that if he had afted with an un- 
4€ warrantable rigour, aqd even injuftice towards Cheyt 
" Sing, yet, firft, if he did believe that extraordinary 

" mean* 
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* c means were neceffary, and thofe exerted with a ftrong 
hand, to prefcrve the Company's interefts from fink- 
ing under the accumulated weight that oppreffed 
them ; or, fecondly, if he faw a political necejfity for 
curbing the wtrgrmm power of a great member "of 
their dominion, and to make it contribute to the 
€€ relief of their prelfing exigencies; that his error 
" would be cxcufable, as .prompted by an excefi of 
cc zfcal for their } (the Company's) intereft, operating ' 
" with too ftrong a bias on- his judgment; — but that 
" much ftronger is the pfefumption that fuch afts are 
€< are founded on juft principles, than that they are 
€% the refult of a mifguided judgment." That this faid 
do&rines are, in both the mefcnbers thbrebf, fubveffive 
- of all the principles of juft government, by empower^ 
ing a Governor with delegated authority in the firft 
cafe, on his own private belief concerning the neceflities 
of the State, not to levy an impartial and equal rate of 
taxation fuitable to the circumftances of the feveral 
members of the community, but to feleft any indivi- 
duaf from the fame as an obje&bf arbitrary and unmea* 
furecl impolition ; and, in the fecond cafe, enabling the 
fame Governor, on the fame arbitrary principles, to 
determine whofe property ihould be confideted as over* 
grown, and to reduce the fame at his pleafure. 


END OF PART III. 
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P ART IV. 

Second Revolution in Benares. 

I. 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings," after he had, 
in the manner aforefaid, unjuftly and violently exr 
pelled the Rajah Cheyt Sing, the Lord or Zemindar of 
Benares, from his faid Lordfhip or Zemindary, did, of 
his own mere ufurped authority, and without any 
communication with the other members of the Council 
pf Calcutta, appoint another perfon, of the name 
of Mehip Narrain, a descendant by the mother from 
the late Rajah Bulwant Sing, to the government of 
Benares j and, on account pr pretence, of his youth 
and inexperience (the faid Mehip Narrain not being a- 
bpve twenty years old) did appoint his father Durhege 
Sing to aft as his reprefentative or adminiftratorof his 
affairs; but did give a controlling authority to theBri- 
ttjh Refident over both, notwithftanding his declarati- 
ons before- mentioned of the mifchiefs likely to happen 
to the faid country from the eftablilhment of a Kefi- 
dent, and his opinion fince declared, in a letter to 
the Court of Dire&ors, dated from this very place 
(Benares) the ift of Odtober 1784, to the fame or 
ftronger efFeft, in cafe '* agents are fent into the country, 
and armed with authority for the purpofes of ven- 
geance and corruption, for to no other will they be ap- 
" plied." 

II. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did, by the fame 
ufurped authority, entirely fet afide all the agreements 
made between the late Rajah and the Company (which 
were real agreements witlj the State of Benares, in the 
perfon of the Lord or prince thereof, and his heirs ;} 
and without any form of trial, inquifition, or other le- 
gal 
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gal protefs, for forfeiture of the privileges of the 
people to be governed by Magiftrates of their own, 
and according to their natural laws, cuftoms, agd ufages, 
did, contrary to the faid agreement, feparate the mint 
and the criminal juftice from the faid government, and 
did veft the Mint in the Britifb Refidcnt, and the crimi- 
nal juftice in a Mahommedan native of his own appoint- 
ment : and did enhance the tribute to be paid from the 
province from 250,0001. annually, limited by treaty, 
or thereabouts, to three hundred and thirty thoufand 
pounds for the firft year, and to four hundred thoufand 
for every year after ; and did compel the the adminif- 
frator aforefaid (father to the Rajah) to agree to the 
feme ; and did, by the fame ufurped authority, illegal- 
ly impofe, and eaufe to be levied, fundry injudicious 
and oppreffive duties on goods and merchandize, which 
did greatly impair the trade of the province, and 
threaten the utter ruin thereof; and did charge feveral 
penfions on the faid revenues, of his own mere autho- 
rity ; atid did fend and keep up various bodies of the 
Company's troops in the faid country ; and did perform 
ftmdfy other a&s, with regard to the faid territory, in 
total fiibverfion of the rights of the foverign and the 
people, and in violation of the treaties and agreements 
aforefeicL 

in. 

That the faid Warren Haftings being abfent, on ac- 
count of ill health, from the prefidency of Calcutta, 
at a place called Nia Serai, about forty miles diftant 
therefrom, did carry on a fecret correfpqnderice with 
the Refident at Be pares, and, under colour that the in- 
ftalments for the new rent or tribute were inarrear, did* 
of his own authority, make, in about one year, afecond 
revolution in the government of the territory aforefaid ; 
and did order and direft that Durbege Sing aforefa d, 
father of the Rajah, and adminiftrator of his authority, 
fhould be deprieved of his office and of his, lands, and 
thrown into prifori ; and did threaten him with death, 
although 1he, the faid Warren Haftings,, had, at ths 

K a time 
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time of the making his new arrangement,, declared 
himfelf fenfible that the rent aforefaid might require a- 
batement ; although he was well apprized that the ad- 
miniftrator had been for two months of his admmiftra- 
tion in a weak and languid ftate of body, alid wholly 
incapable of attending to the bufinefs of the collections ; 
. though a confiderable drought had prevailed in the faid 
province, and did confcquefttly affeft the regularity 
and produce of the colle&ions •, and though he had 
other fufficient reafon to believe that the faid admini* 
ftrator had not himfelf received from the colle<9jors of 
government, and the cultivators of the foil* the rent 
in* arrear ; yet he, the faid Warren Haftings, without 
.any known procefs, or recording any anfwer, defence,, 
plea, exculpation, or apology from the party, or re- 
cording any other grounds of rigour againft him, ex- 
cept the following paragraph of a tetter from the Re- 
fident, not only gave the order as aforefaid,' but did 
afterwards, without laying any other or better ground 
before the Council General, perfuade thefri to* wd did 
procure frorti them, a confirmation of thtf aforefaid 
cruel and illegal proceedings, the correspondence con- 
cerning which had not been before communicated : 
He pleaded hisilbiefs for not communicating the fame, 
though that illnefs did not prevent him from^jarrying 
on correfpondence concerning the depofition of the 
jfaid adminifttator> and other important affairs in varU 
qus places* 

. That in the letter to the Council, requiring the con- 
firmation of his a<?U aforefaid,, the faid Warren Has- 
tings did not only propofe the* confinement of the faid 
^dminiftrator at Benares, although by his imprifcn^ 
flient he rauft Jiave heeo \a a great m^afure difabded; 
from recovering the balances due to him, and for the 
non-payment of which he was thus iniprifoned, but did 
gropofe as an alternative his irfiprifonm&it at a remote 
Jortrefs, out of the faid territory* and in the Company's- 
jroyinges, (jailed Chunar ; defiring them to Siredt the 

Refidept 
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Rcfkdcnt at Beqares u to exaft from Baboo Dubbitzee 
4 * Sing every rupee of the colleftjons which it (hall ap- 
" pear that he has made, and not brought to account ; 
<c and either to confine hirp at Benares, or to fend him a 
tc prifoner to Chunar, and to keep him in confinement 
€ ? until he ftkll have discharged the -whole of the a- 
" mount due from him.* 1 And-the faid Warren Ha£ 
tongs did affign motives of pasffion and perfonal re- 
fentment for the faid unjuft and rigorous proceedings, 
a& follows : " I feel myfelf, and may be allowed on • 
<' fuch an occafion to acknowledge it, perfonally hutt 
* at the ingratitude of this man, and at thedifcredit 
< 4 which his ill conduct has thrown on my appoinr- 
* c ment of him- He has deceived me; he has of- 
*< fended againft the government whidh I then repre- 
« fented** And, as a further reafort for 'depriving/ 
him of his Jaghire (or falary out of land) he did infi- 
nuate in the faid letter, but without giving Or offering 
any proof, " that the faid Rajah had been guilty of 
" little and mean peculations, although the appointments 
" afiigned to him had been fufficient to free him from 
<\ the temptations thereto." . . . { 

. V. 

That it appears, as it might naturally have been ex- 
pefted, that the wife of the faid admipiftrator, the 
daughter of Bulwant Sing the late Rajali of Benares, 
and her fon the reigning Rajah, did oppofe, to the beft 
of their power, but by what remonftrances, or upon 
what plea, the faid Warren Haftingp did never inform * 
the Court of Diredtors, the depofition, imprifonment* 
and confifcation of the eftates of the hufband of the 
9ne, and the father of the other ; but that the fai<i 
Haftirigs, perfifting in his malice, did declare to the 
faid Council as follows : " The oppofttion made by the 
*' Rajah and the old Ran nee, both equally incapable of 
€€ judging for themfehes, do certainly originate from 
u fome fecret influence, which ought to be checked by 
*< j&4eqidie(J and peremptory declaration of the authority 

. « of 
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" of the Board, and a denuAciation of their difpleafure 
€€ at their prefumption< 


j> 


VI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, not fatisfied withe 
the injuries done, and the infults and difgraces offered, 
to the family aforefaid, did, in a manner unparalleled,* 
except by an aft of his own on another occafion, fraudu- 
lently and inhumanly endeavour to make the wife and 
fon of the (aid adminiftrator, contrary to the fentiments> 
and thelaw of nature, theinftruments of his oppreffions; 
dire&ing, <c that if they (the mother and fon aforefaid) 
£€ could be induced to yield the appearance of a cheerful 
€€ acquiefcence in the new arrangements, and to adopt? 
£\\\. as a meafure formed with their participation, it would 
** be -better than that it fhould be done by a declared 
u z& of compulfion, but that at all events it ought 
€t to be done/* 

VII. 

That, in confequence of the preffing declarations 
aforefaid of the laid Warren Haftings, the Council did 
on his fpecial recommendation appoint, in oppofition 
to the wiflies and defires of the Rajah and his mother, 
another perfon to the adminftration of his affairs, call- 
ed Jagher Deo Seo. 

VIII. 

That the Company having fent exprefs orders for the 
fending the Refident by them before appointed to Be- 
nares, thefaid Warren Haftings did ftrongly oppofe 
himfelfto the fame; and did throw upon the perfon 
appointed by the Company (Francis Fowke, Efquire) 
feveral ftrong but unfpecified reflections and afperfions, 
contrary to the duty he owed to the Company, and to 
the juftice he owed to all its fervants* 

IX. That 
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IX. 

That the faid Refident being appotpted by the votes 
of the reft of the Council, in obedience to the reiter- 
ated orders of the Company, and in defpite of the op- 
pofiuon of the faid Haftings, did proceed to Benares ; 
and on the reprefentation of the parties, and the fubmif- 
fion of the accounts of the aforefaid Durbitzee Sing to 
an arbitrator, did find him, the faid Durbitzee Sing, in 
debt to the Company for a ium not confiderable enough 
to juftify the fevere treatment of the faid Durbitzee 
Sing : His wife and fon complaining, at or about the 
fame tioie, that the balances due to him from the 
Aumils, or fub-collcdtors, had been received by the 
new adminiftrator, and carried to . his own credit, in 
prejudice and wrong to the faid Durbitzee Sing ; which 
reprefentation, the only one that has been tranfmio 
ted on the part of the faid fufferers, has not been con- 
trad ided. 

X. 

That it appears that the faid Durbitzee Sing did after- 
wards go to Calcutta, for the redrefs of his grievances 5 
and that it does not appear that the fame were redrefled,or 
even his complaints heard, but he received two peremp- 
tory orders from the Supreme Council to leave the faid 
city, and to return to Benares : That on his return to 
Benares, and being there met by Warren Haftings a- 
forefaid, he, the laid, Warren Haftings, although he 
had reafon to be well allured that the faid Durbitzee 
Sing, was in poflcflion of fmall or no fubftance, did a* 
gain cruelly and inhumanly, and without any legal 
authority, order the faid Durbitzee Sing to be ftriftly 
imprifoned : And the faid Durbitzee Sing, in confer 
quence of the vexations, hardfhips, and oppreflions 
aforefaid, died in a fhort time after insolvent; but whe- 
ther in prifon or not, does not appear. 
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PART V: 

Third Revolution in Benares* 

i. 

THAT the faid Warren Haftiogs having, in the 
manner tefore recited, divefted Durbege Sing of the 
adminiftration of *he province of Benares, did, of his 
own arbitrary will and pleafure, and againft the re- 
monftrances of the Rajah and his mother {in whofe 
name and in whofe right the faid Durbege Sing, fa- 
ther of the one and hufband of the other, had admi- 
irifftered the! affairs of the government) 1 appoint a per- 
Ion, called Jagher Deo Sheo, to admimfter the fame. 

4 • 

That the new adminiftrator, warned by the feverc 
example made of his predeceffor, is represented by the 
faid Wawen Haftings as having made it his " avowed 
€C principle (as it might be expefted it fhould be) 
iC that the fum fixed for the revenue muji be colledt- 
« ed." And he did, upon the principle gfprdaid, and 
by the means fuggefted by a principle of that fort* 
accordingly levy from the country, and did regularly 
difcharge to the Britilh refident at Benares, by monthly 
payments, the fums impofed by the faid Warrea 
Haftings, as it is aflerjed by the refident Jowke £ but 
the faid Warren Haftings did aflert> that his annual 
collections did not amount to more than Lack 
37,37,600, or thereabouts, which he fiys is much 
fliort of the revenues of the province, and is by about 
twenty-four thoufand pounds fliort of his agreement. 

IIL 

That it further appears, that notwithfhtnding the 
new adminiftrator aforefaid was appointed two months, 

or 
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or thereabouts, after the beginning of the Fufeli y«ar t 
that is to fay, about the middle of November 1782, 
and the former admimftrator had colle&ed a certain 
portion of the revenues of that year, amounting to 
£. 1 7,060, and upwards ; yet he, the faid new admi- 
niftrator, upon the unjuft and deftru&ive principle 
aforefaid, fuggefted by the cruel and violent proceeds 
ings of the faid Warren Haftings towards his prede*- 
ceflbr, did levy on the province, within the faid yeah, 
the whole amount of the revenues to be -coUe&ed, in 
addition to thefum collected by his predeceflbr afore* 
faid, 

IV. 

That, pn account of a great drought. wtych prevail- 
ed in the province aforefaid, a remiffion of certain 
duties in grain was propofed by the chief criminal 
judge at Benares ; but the admimftrator aforefaid, be- 
ing fearful that the revenue mould fall fhort in his 
hands, did ftrenuoufly oppofe himfelf to the necefiaiy 
relief to the inhabitants of the faid city. , 

v. 

t 

That notwithftanding the cantonment of feveral 
bodies of the Company's troops within the province, 
fince the abolition of the native government, it be- 
came fubjeft in a particular manner to the depreda- 
tions of the Rajahs upon the borders ; infomuch that 
in one quarter no fewer than thirty villages had been 
facked and burned, and the inhabitants reduced to 
the moft extreme diftrefs* 

VI. 

That the refident, in Ms letter to the Board at Cal- 
cutta, did reprefent that the collection of the revenue 
^vas become very difficult ; and, befides the extreme 
drought, did afligf} for a caufe of that difficulty the 
following ; 

« That 
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" That there is alfo one fund which, in former 
" years, was often applied in this country to remedy 
* c temporary inconveniences in the revenue, and 
" which in the prcfent ye^r does not exift. This was 
€$ the private fortunes of merchants and fhroffs 
€€ (bankers) refident in Benares, from whom aumils 
(collc&orsj of credit could obtain temporary loans, 
to fetisfy the immediate calls of the Rajah. Thefe 
€t fums, which ufed to circulate between the aumil 
cc and the merchant, have been turned into a difFtv 
€€ rent channel, by bills of exchange to defray the 
€( expenses of government, both on the weft coaft of 
*' India, and alfo at Madras." To whjch reprefen- 
tation it docs not appear %hzt any anfwer was gJYen^ 
or that any mode of redrefs was adopted in confer 
quenec thereof, 

VII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, having pafled 
through the province of Benares (Gauzipore) in his 
progrefs towards Oude, did, in a letter' dated from 
the city of'Lucknow the 2d of April 1784, give to 
the Council Board at Calcutta an account (highly dif- 
honourable to the Britifh government) of the effeft of 
the arrangements made by himfelf in the year 1781 
and 178a, in {he words following: cc Having contrk- 
* g ved, by rnaking forced ftages, while the troops of 
*' my effort* marched at the ordinary rate, to make a 
'< ftay of five days at Benares, I was thereby furnifhfd 
ic with the means of acquiring lome knowledge of the 
€( ftate of the province, which I am anxious tq com- 
" municate to you. Indeed the enquiry, whi?h was 
*' in a great degree obtruded upon me y affefted ine with 
" very mortifying reflc&ions on my inahility to apply 
*f it to any ufeful purpofe, Ffom the confines of Buxar 
*t to Benares, -I was followed and fatigued by the cla- 
€€ mours of the difcontented inhabitants. Is wat what I 
* ( expe&ed in a degree, becaufe it is rare that the ex- 
+* ercife of authority Ihould prove fatisfa&ory to all 
** who are the objefts of i%. The diltr^ffes which were 

** produced 
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** produced by the long continued drought unavoida- 
cc bly tended to heighten the general diicontent ; jet I 
€€ have reajon to fear that the caufe exifted principally in a 
€€ defective, if not a corrupt and oppreffive, adminiftra- 
" tion." " Of a multitude of petitions which were 
prefented to me> and of which I took minutes, every 
one, that did not relate to a perfonal grievance, con-* 
tained the reprefentation of one and the fame fpe- 
cies of oppreifion, which is in its nature of an in- 
* c fluence moft fatal to the future cultivation. The 
" pradbice to which I allude is this : it is affirmed that 
" the aumils and renters exaft, from the proprietors 
u of the adual harveft, a large encreafe in kind on their 
" tflpulated rent * that is, from thofe, who hold their 
u potta bf the tenure of paying one half of the pro* 
" duccof their crops, either the whole* without fub- 
<l terfuge, or a large proportion of it by zfaife meafurt- 
* s menty or other pretexts % and from thofe, whole en* 
<r gagements are tor a fixe rent in money , the half, or a 
greater portion, is taken in kind. This is in effedfc 
$ tax upon the induftry of the inhabitants ; fince 
" there is fcarce a field of grain in the province* I 
" might fay not one, which has not been preferved by 
" the inceffant labour of the cultivator, by digging 
4< wells for their fupply, or watering them from the 
" wells of mafonry with which their country abounds, 
" or from the neighbouring tanks, rivers, and 
* c nullahs. The people who, irnpoied on them- 
€€ felves this voluntary and extraordinary labour, and 
" not unattended with expence, did it on the expec- 
tation of reaping the profits of it ; and it is certain 
they would not have done it, if they had known 
** that their rulers, from whom they were entitled to an 
" indemnification* would take from them what they had 
" fo hardly earned. If the fame adminiftration conti- 
" nuts, and the country, ihall again labour under a 
44 want of raini every field will be abandoned* the revenue 
" fail* and tboufands perifh through want of fubfiftence ; * 
" for who will labour for ihefole benefit of others, and 
• c to make himfelf the fubjeft of exa&ion ? Thcfc 
" pradifes are to be imputed to the Naib himfelf: [the 
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adminiftrator forced by the faid Warren Haftiflg* 
on the prefent Rajah of Benares.] The avowed princi- 
ple on which heads, and which he acknowledged to 
myfelf, is, that the whole fum fixed for the revenue 
of the province muft be collected * and that, fotthis 
parpofe, the deficiency arifing in places where the 
** crops have /ailed, oK which have been left unculti- 
*' vated, muft be fupplied from the refourccs of others, 
< 4 where the foil has been better fuited to the feafon, or 
u the induftry of the cultivators hath been more fuc* 
" cefsfully exerted-: a principle wjrich, however fpc- 
*' cious and plaufible it may at firft appear, certainty 
" tends to the niojl pernicious and deftruftive tonfequences-* 
" If th ; s declaration of the Naib had been made only 
* € to myfelf, I might haye doubted my conftru&ion of 
*' it ; but it was repeated by him to Mr, Anderfon, 
u who underftood it exaftly in the fame fenfe. In the 
** management of the cuftoms, the conduft of the 
* c Naib or of the officer under him, was forced alfo 
.*' upon my attention. The exorbitant rates exafted by an 
f arbitrary valuation of the goods; the practice of ex* 
*< a&ing duties twice on the fame goods, firft from the 
44 feller, and afterwards from the buyer 5 and the vex- 
f € ations, difputcs and delays, drawn on the merchants 
" by thefe opprefiions, were toudly complained of: 
." and fome inftarices of this kind were faid to exift at 
" the very time I was at Benares* Under fueh circum- 
u ft'ancrs, we are not to wonder if the merchants of 
" foreign countries are difcouraged from reforting to 
c f Beriares, and if the commerce of that province 
u ftiould annually decay, fyther evils, or imputed evils, 
44 have accidentally come to my knowledge, which I 
44 will ' not now particularize ; as 1 hope that, with 
•^the affiftance of the refident, they may be in part 
-** corrected* One evil I muft mention, becaufe it has 
" been verified by my. own obfervation, and is of that 
• c ' Akind which reflects an unmerited reproach on our 
• # c general and nat onal chara&er. When I was at 
4< fiuxar, the refident, at my defire, enjoined the 
44 Naib tp appoint creditable people to every town, 
44 through which our route lay, to perfuade and en- 

44 courage 
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* • 

«* courage the inhabitants tp remain in their houfes* 

cc promiiing to give them guards as I approached, 

*< and they required it for their protection ; and that 

a Tie might perceive how earheft I was for his obfer* 

*' vation of this precaution, I repeated it to bim ill 

•* perfon, and difmifled him ; that he might precede 

cc me for that purpofe. But, to my great difappoint- 

u ment, I found every place, through which Ipiffed, aban- 

** doned-y nor bad there been a man left in any of them fair 

€% their protection. I am forry to add, that, from Buxar 

w to the oppofite boundary* I havefeen nothing but traces, of 

u complete devaftation in every village ; whether caufed by 

** the followers of the troops, which have lately paffei, for 

** their natural relief and I know not whether my own may 

*' not have had their Jhare, or from the apprehensions of 

Ci the inhabitants left to themfelves, and of themfelves 

" deferring their houfts. I wi(h to acquit my own 

** countrymen of the blame of thefe unfavourable ap- 

u pearances, and in my own heart I dp acquit them ; 

€C for at one encampment a crowd of people came to 

u me, complaining that their new Aumil (colleSor) on 

u the approach of any military detachment, btnifelf firft fled 

" from the place ; and the inhabitants, having no one to 

u whom they could apply for redrefs, or for the reprefenta- 

V tton of their grievances, and being thus remedilefs,' fied 

xi alfo ; fo that their houfis and ejfefts became a prey to any 

u perfon who choje to plunder them. The general conclu- 

u fion appeared to me an inevitable confequence from 

<c fuch a ftate of fad:s-, and my own fenfes bore tefti- 

c< mony to it in this fpecific inftance : nor do I know 

<c how it is poffible for any officer commanding a mili- 

* f< tary party, how attentive foever he may be to the 

" dilcipline and forbearance of his people, to prevent 

**' diforders, when there is neither oppofition to hinder, nor 

w evidence to deteft them. Thefe, and many other irre- 

€€ gularities, I impute folefy to the Naib, and recom- 

*' mend his inftant removal. 

" I cannot help remarking, that except the city 
€€ of Benares, the province is in ejfeft zvithout a government. 
4C The adminiftration ef the province is mifcondufted, and the 
*' people oppreffed, trade difcouraged, and the revenue in dan- 
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*' ger efd rapid decline, from the violent appropriation of 
%€ its means. 99 

VIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did recommend to. 
the council, for a remedy of the diibrders and calami-? . 
tits which had arifen from his own a£h, difporfitions, 
and appointments, that the adminiftrator aforefaid. 
fliould be inftantly removed from his office ; attribut- 
ing the aforefaid " irregularities and many others, folely 
" to him ;" although on his own reprefentation^ it does 
appear that he was the fole caufe of the irregulari- 
ties, therein defcribed ; neither does it appear that the 
adminiftrator, fo by the faid Haftings nominated and 
removed, was properly charged and called to anfwejc 
for the faid recited irregularities, or for the many others 
nqj recited, but attributed folely to him ; nor has any 
plea or excufe from him been tranfmitted to the Board, 
or to the Court of Directors: but he was, at the inftance 
of the faid Haftings, deprived of his faid office, contrary 
to the principles of natural juftice, in a violent and ar- 
bitrary manner ; which proceeding, combined with the 
example made of his predecefibr, muft neceflarily leave 
to the perfon, who fhould fuccecd to the faid office, na 
diftindt principle upon which he might aft wich fafety. 
But in comparing the confequencts of the two delin- 
quencies charged, the failure of the payment of the re- 
venues (from whatever caufe it may arife is more likely 
to be avoided than any fevere courfe towards the inha- 
bitants ; as theformerfaultwas befides the deprivation 
of office, attended with two imprifonments, with a me- 
nace of death, apd an a<£tual death, in difgrace, poverr, 
ty, and infoivency ; whereas the latter^ namely the op~ 
preflion, and thereby the total ruin of the country, chan- 
ged oh the fecond adminiftrator, was only followed by a 
lofs of office; although he, the laid Warren Haftings, 
did further aflei t.(but with what truth does not appear) 
that the colleiStion of the laft adminiftrator had fallen 
much (hort of the revenue of the province. 

IX. That 


€€ 
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IX. 

That the faid Warren Haftings himfelf was fenfible 
that the frequent changes by him made would much dis- 
order the riianagement of the revenues, and feemed de- 
firous of concealing his intentions concerning the kft 
change until the time of its execution. Yet it appears 
by a letter from the Britifh rcfident dated the 23d of 
June 1784, u that a very ftrongxeport prevailed at Be* 
" nares of his (the faid Haftings's) intentions of ap- 
€€ painting a new Naib for the approaching year; 
%t ancj that the effeft, which the prevalence of fuch an 
c * idea amongfl: the aumils would probably have on the 
cultivation at this particular time. The heavy Mo- 
fuffil Kjfts (harveft inftalments) have now been coU 
lefted by the aumils ; the/feafon of tillage is arri* 
* c ved ; the ryots (country farmers) muft be indulged, 
•' and even affifted by advances ; and the aumil muft 
€€ look for his returns in 4 the abundance of the crop, the 
* €€ consequence of this early attention to the cultivation. The 
effect is evident which the report of a change in the firft 
officer of the revenue mafi have on the minds of the 
aumils, by leaving them at an uncertainty of what they 
have in future to expeff; and, in proportion to the 
t€ degree of this uncertainty, their efforts and cxpenccs " 
il in promoting t^e cultivation will be languid and 
€€ fparingv -./.*' 

" In compliance with the NaibY requeft, I have 
u written to all the aumils, encouraging and ordering 
c< them to attend to the cultivation of their r£fpeftive 
" diftri&s. But I conceive I fkould be able to pro* 
" mote this very defirable intention much more 'tX 
< 4 feftually, if you will honour me with the conv- 
<c munication of your intentions on this fubjeft. At 
*< the fame time I cannot help juft remarking, that, 
« if a change is intended, the fooner it takes placr, 
•«. the more the. bad effetls I have defcribed will be ob- 
".viated." " ' . > 

X, That 


4< 
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That the Council, having received the proportion 
for the removal of the adminiftrator aforefaid, did alfa 
|n a letter to him (the faid Haftings) condemn the 
frequent changes by him made in the adminiftration pf 
the colkAions of Benares ; but did content to tueh al- 
terations as- might be made without eqcroaqhing on the 
rights eftabliflied by his (the faid Haftings's) agree- 
ment in thp year 1781, and did defire him to tranfmfc 
to them his plan for a new administration, 

XI, 

• 

'Wifct the faid Haftings did tranfmit a plan, which, 
notwithstanding the evils which had happened from the 
former frequent changes, he did propofe as a temporary 
expedient for the adminiftration of the revenues of the 
laid province : in which no provifion wjis made for the 
reduction or remiffion of revenue, as exigences might 
tequire j or for the extraction of the circulating fpecie 
from the faid province.; or for the fupply of the nt<* 
ceflary advances for cultivation ; nor for the removal 
or prevention of any of the grievances by hii^i before 
complained of, other than an infpe&ipnby the refident 
and the chief criminal magiftrate of Benares, and other 
regulations equally void of eflte# ai}d authority : and 
which plan Mr. Stables, one of the fupreme Council, 
did altogether rejedt ; but the fame was approved of, as 
a temporary expedient, with fomc exceptions, by two 
other Members of the Board, Mr. Wheler and Mr* 
Macpherfon, declaring the /aid ffarren Hqfiings refpon* 
fiblefor the temporary expediency of the fame. 

XII. 

That the fa : d Warren Haftings, in the plan ztfore- 
faid, having ftrongly objefted to the appointment of 
any European collectors, that is to fay, of any Euro- 
pean Icrvants of the Company being concerned in the 
fame, declaring that there had been fiifficient expe- * 

riencc 
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riencc of the ill cfFcfts of their being fo employed in 
the province of Bengal ; by which the faid Haftings 
did either, in loofe and general terms, convey a falfe 
imputation upon the condudt of the Company's fer- 
vants employed in the collcftion of the revenues of 
Bengal; or he was guilty of a criminal negleft of 
duty, in not bringing to punifliment the particular 
perfons, whofe evil practices had given rife to fuch a 
general imputation 6n Britifh fubje&s and fervants of 
the Company, as to render them unfit for fervice in 
other places. 

XIIL 

That the faid Warren Haftings' having, in the 
courfe of three years, made three complete revolutions 
in the date of Benares, by expelling, in the firft in- 
ftance, the lawful and rightful governor of the fame, 
under whofe care and fuperintendance a large and 
certain revenue, fuitable to the abilities of the country, 
and confiftent with its profperity, was paid with the 
greateft punctuality ; and by afterwards difplacing two 
effe&ive governors or administrators of the province, 
appointed in fucceffion by himfelf ; and, in confe- 
quence of. the faid appointments, and violent and 
arbitrary removals, the faid province " being left in 
** effeft without a government," except in one city 
only 5 and having, after all, fettled no more than a 
temporary arrangement; is guilty of an high crime 
and mifdemeanor, in the dcftru&ion of the country 
aforefaid* 
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No. IV. 


PRINCESSES of OUDE. 


I. 

TH A T the reigning Nabob of Oude, commonly 
called Afoph ul Dovvla (fon and fucceffor toShuja 
til Dowla) by taking into, or continuing in his pay* 
certain bodies of regular Britiih troops, and by having 
afterwards admitted the Britiih Refldent at his Court 
into the management of ail his affairs, foreign and do- 
meftic, and particularly into the admin ift rati on of his 
finances, did gradually become, in fubftance and ef- 
fect, as well as in general repute and eftimation, a de- 
pendent on, or vaffal of, . the Eaft India Company * 
and was, and is, fo much under the controul of the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, that, in the 
cpinion of all the native powers, the Engliih name 
and character is concerned in every aft of his Govern- 
ment. 

II. 

That Warren Haftings, Efquire, contrary to law, 
>md to his duty, and in difobedicnce to the orders of 
the Eaft India Company, arrogating to himfelf the no** 
mi nation of the Refident at the Court of Oude, ay his 
particular agent and reprefentative, and rejecting the 
Rdident appointed by the Company, and obtruding 
upon them a perfon of his own choice, did, from that 
time, render himftlf in a particular manner refponfible 
for the good government of the Provinces,, compofing 
the dominions of the Nabob of Oude. 

III. , That 
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IIL 

That the Provinces aforefaid having been, at the 
time of their firft connection with the Company, in 
an improved and flourilhing condition, and yielding a 
revenue of more than three millions of pounds fter- 
Hng, or thereabouts, did, foor> after that period, be- 
gin ienfibly to decline ; and the iubfidy of the Brkifh 
troops ftationed in that Province, as well as other fuma 
of money due to the Company bv treaty, ran confider- 
ably in arrear ; although the Prince of the country^ 
during the time thefc arrears accrued* was otherw.ife 
in diftrefs, and had been obliged to reduce all his efta-. 
tyilhments. 

That the Prince aforefaid, or Nabob of Oude, did, 
in humble and fubmiffive terms, fupplicate the faid 
Warren Haftings, to be relieved from a body of troops, 
whofe licentious behaviour he complained of, and whb 
were ftationed in his country without any obligation by 
treaty to maintain them * pleading the failure of harveft, 
and the prevalence of famine in his country ;— a com- 
pliance with which requeft, by the faid Warren Has- 
tings, was refufed in unbecoming, offenfivc, and in- 
fulting language. 

• V. 

• 

That the faid Nabob, labouring under the aforefaid 
and other burthens, and being continually urged for 
payment, was advifed to extort, and did extort from 
his mother and grandmother, under the pretext of loans 
(and fometimes without that appearance) various great 
fums of money, amounting in the whole to 630,000!. 
ft er ling, or thereabouts j alledging in excufe the rigo^ 
rous diemands of the Eaft India Company, for whole 
ufe the faid extorted money had been demanded, and to 
vrhich a canfiderable part of it had been applied, 

M 2, VI. Thafc 
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VI. 

That the two female parents of the Nabob aforefaid, 
were among the women of the greateft rank* family, 
and diftin&ion in Afia ; and were left by the deccafed 
Nabob; the fdn cf the one, and the hufband of the 
other, in charge of certain cohfiderable part of his trea- . 
fares in money, and other valuable moveables, as well 
as certain landed eftates, called Jaghires, in order to 
the fupport of thtix own dignity, and the 'honourable, 
.maintenance of his women, and a numerous offspring 
and their dependents ; the faid family amounting in the 
.whole tq .two thoufand perfons, who were by the laid 
Nabob, at his death, recommended in a particular man- 
ner to the care and protection of the fatd Warren 
Raftings, 

VII. 

r 

That on the demand of the Nabob of Oude on his 
parents for t.h$ l&ff of the fums, which completed the 
fix hyndred and thirty thoufand pounds aforefaid, they, 
the faid parents did pofitively refufe to pay any part of 
the fame to their fon, for the ufe of the Company, until 
'he should agree to certain terms, to be itjpulated in a 
tegular ^reaty; and, among other particulars, tofecuxe 
them in the remainder of their poflefliens, and alfo.on 
no account or pretence to make any further demands 
or claims on them; and,. well knowing from whence 
all his claims and exadtions had arifeo, they demoded 
that the faid treaty, or family compact, ftiould be 
guaranteed by the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal : And a treaty was accordingly agreed to, ex- 
ecuted by the Nabob, and guaranteed by John Briftow, 
Enquire, the Refident at Oude, under the'authorityand 
with the exprefs content of the faid Warren Hafting* 
and the Council General; and, in confeqnthce there- 
of, the fum laft required was paid, and difcharges^ 
given to the Nabob for all the money • which he had 
borrowed from his own mother and the mother of hfs 
father* 
*" % : ' ' VIII. That 


* * * 
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VIII. 

That the diftreffes and difordcrs In the Nabob's go- 
vernment, and his debt to the Company continuing to 
increafe, notwithstanding the violent methods before 
mentioned taken to augment his refources, the faid 
Warren Haftings, on the 21ft of May, and on the 31ft 
July 1781 (he and Mr. Wheler being the only remain- 
ing members of the Council General, and he having 
the conclufive and cafting voice, and thereby being in 
effed the whole Council) did, in the name and under 
the authority of the Board, refolve on ajourney to the 
upper provinces, in order to a perfonal interview with 
the" Nabob of Oude, towards the fettlement of his dif- 
treffed a£airs ; and did give to himfelf a delegate 
01^ of the powers of the faid Council, in diredfc v^Or 
lation qf the Company's orders, forbidding fuch <te* 
legation % 

IX. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, having by his ap- 
pointment met the Nabob of Oude near a place calle4 
£hunar$ and poffeflingan entire and abfolute command 
*>ver the faid Prince, he did, contrary to juftice and 
equity and the fecurity of property, as well as to pub- 
lic faith and the fanftion of the Company's guarantee, 
tinder the colour of a treaty, which treaty was conduc- 
ed fecretly without a written document of any part of 
the proceeding (except the pretended treaty itfelfj au- 
thorize the faid Nabob to feize upon, and confifcate to 
his own profit, the landed eftates, called Jaghires, of % 
his parents, kindred, and principal nobilty ; only fti- 
pulat ng a penfion to the net amount of the rent of the 
?aid lands as an equivalent, and that equivalent to fuch 
only whofe lands had been guaranteed to them by the 
Company : But provided, neither in the faid pretended 
treaty, nor in any fubfequent act, the leaft fecurity for 
the payment of the faid penfion to thofe for whom fuch 
penfions was oftenfibly referved j and, for the others, 
not fo much as a jjhew of indemnity $ — to the extreme 

lcandal 
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fcandal of the Britifh Government, which valuing itfelr 
upon a ftrift regard to property, did exprefsly autho- 
rize, if it: did not command, an attack upon that 
right, unprecedented in the defpotic Governments of 
India,. 

X. 

That the faid Warren Huttings, in order to cover 
the violent and unjuft proceedings aforefaid, did aflert 
a claim of right in the fame Nabob to all the poffeffions 
of the faid mother and grandmother, as belonging to 
him by the Mahommedan law; and this pretended 
claim was fet up by the faid Warren Haftings, after the 
Nabob had, by a regular treaty, rati Bed and guaranteed 
by the faid Haftings as Governor General, renounced 
and releafed all demands on them. And this falfe pre* 
tence of a legal demand, was taken up and a&ed upon 
by the faid Warren Haftings, without laying the faid 
queftion on record before the Council General, or giv- 
ing notice to the perfons to be affe&ed thereby, to (up- 
port their rights before any of the principal magiftrates 
and expounders of the Mahommedan law, or taking 
publicly the opinions of any perfon sonverfant therein* 

XI. 

That, in order to give farther colour to the ads of 
ill faith and violence aforefaid, the faid Warren Haf- 
tings did caufe to be taken at Lucknow, and other 
places, before divers perfons., and particularly before 
Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Majefty's chief juftice* 
afting extrajudicially, and not within the limits of his 
jurifJi&ion, feveral paffionatc, fcarelefs* irrelevant, and , 
irregular affidavits, coftfifting of matter not fit to be de- 
pofed^on oath ; of reports, conjectures, a#d bearfays i 
fome of the perfons, iwearing to thje faid hearfays, hav-» 
ing declined to declare from whom they heard the ac- 
counts at fecond hand fworn to : The faid affidavits ia 
general tending to fupport the calumnious charge of 
the faid Warren Haftings ; namely, that th* aged wo*, 
men before mentioned bad formed; or engaged in, a 
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4pan for the depofition of their fon and Sovereign, and 
the utter extirpation of the Englifh nation : And neither 
the faid change again ft perfons, whofe dependence was 
principally, if not wholly, on the good faith of this 
nation, and highly affeflting the honour, property, and 
even lives of women of the higheft condition ; nor the 
affidavits intended to fupport the fame, extrajudicially 
taken ex parte, and without notice, by the faid Sir Eli- 
jah Impey, and others, were at any rime communicated 
to the parties charged, or to any agent for them ; nor 
were they called upon to anfwer, nor any explanation 
demanded of them, 

XII. 

That the article, afle&ing private property fepurod 
by public afts, in the faid pretended treaty, contains 
nothing more than a general permiflion, given by the 
faid Warren Haftings, for confifcating fuch Jaghires or 
landed eftates, with the modifications therein contain- 
ed, " as be (the Nabob may find necefiary " but does 
notdire&ly point at, or exprefs by name, any of the 
landed pofTeffions of the Nabob's mother : But foon 
after the figningof the faid pretended treaty, (that is* 
on the 29th November x 781) it did appear, that a prin- 
cipal objeft thereof, was to enable the Nabob to feize 
upon the eftates of his female parents aforefaid, which 
had been guaranteed to them by the Eaft India Com- 
pany. And although in the treaty > or pretended treaty, 
aforefaid, nothing more is purported than to give a 
Ample permiflion to the Nabob to feize upon and con- 
fiscate the eftates, leaving the execution or non-execu- 
tion of the fame wholly, to his difcretion ; yet it appears 
by feveral letters from Nathaniel Middleton, Eiquire, 
the Refident at the Court of Oude, of the 6th, 7th, 
and 9th of December 1781, that no fuch difcretion, as 
exprefied in the treaty, was left, or intended to be left 
with him the faid Nabob ; . but that the faid article 
ought pra&ically to have a conftru&ion of a dire&ly 
' contrary tendency 1 that, iinftead of canfidering the 
* article *s originating frprn the Nabob, and containing 

/ a power 
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a power provided in his favour, which he did not pql^ 
iefs before, the confiscation of the Jaghires aforefaid* 
was to be confidered as a meafure originating from the 
Englifh j and to bd intended for their benefit ; and as 
fuch, that the execution was to be forced upon him; 
and the execution thereof was accordingly forced upon 
himw 

XIIL 

That the Refident, Middleton, on the Nabobs re- 
fufal to aft in contradiction to his fworn engagement, 
guaranteed by the Eaft India Company, $nd in the 
undutiful and unnatural manner required, did totally 
fupercede his authority in his own dominions* con fider- 
ins himfelf as impowered fo to aft by the inftruftions 
of the faid Haftings, although he had reafon to ap- 
prehend a general infurreftion in confequence ttoeteof, 
and that he found it neceffary to remove his fafhily, 
<c which he did not wi(h to retain there, in cafe of a 
" rupture with the Nabob, or the neceffity of employ- 
*' ing the BritMh forces in the reduftion of bis Aumils 
€€ and troops ;* and he did accordingly, as fovereign, 
ifiue his own edifts and warrants, in defiance of the 
refift^nce of the Nabob> in the manner by him defcribed 
in the letters aforefaid, in a letter of 6th of December 
1781, that is to fay, * c Finding the Nabob wavering in 
€C bis determination about the refumption of the Jaghietty 
u I this day, in prefence of and with the Minifter's 
€t concurrence, ordered the neceffary Perwannahs to 

be written to the feveral Aumils for that purpofe ; 

and it was my firm refolution to have difpatched 
4C them this evening, with proper people to fee them 

punftually and implicitly carried into execution 1 

but before they were all tranferibed, I received a 
ct meffage from the Nabob* who had been informed by 1 
€€ the Minifter of the refolution I had taken, intreating 
" that 1 would Withhold the Perwannahs until to- 
,c morrow morning, when he would attend me, and 
u afford me fatisfaftion on this point. As the lefs of a 
u few hours in the difpatch. of the Pnwannahs appeared 
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" oPlitde moment, and as it is s poffible the Nabob, 
feeing that the buftnefs will at. all events be done,' nrdy 
make it an at? of bis own, I have confenied to indulge 
him in his requejl ; but, be the refult of our interview 
whatever it may , nothing fbaA prevent the orders <beirig 
u ifj'ued to-morrow , either by him 'ormyfilf, with the'cotf- 
currence of the Minifiers. Your pleafure refpe&in£ 
the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijahs and the 
meafure heretofore propofed, *vili foon follow thte 
refumption of the Jaghiers. From both, or indeed 
from the former alone, I hare no doubt of the com- 
plete liquidation of the Company's balance.*— And 
alfo in another letter of the 7th December 1781,—*-" I 
" had the honour to addrefs you yefterday, informing 
" ydu of the fteps I had taken in regard to the refump- 
u tion of the Jaghiers. This morning the Vizier came to me 
according to his ajttement, hut feemingly without any 
intention or defire to yield me fatisfaStion on the fubjeB 
l * under difcujjton ; for, after a great deal of converfation, 
confiftingy on his part, of trifling evafion and puerile ix- 
cujes for withholding his affent to the meafure, though at 
the fame time prof effing the moft implicit * fubmiflion toy our 
wijbes, I found myfelf without any other refource, than 
the one of employing that exclufive authority with which 
I confideryaur inftru&ions to veji me: I therefore declared 
to the Nabob, in prefence of the Minifter and Mr. Jobn- 
fon, Hvho I defvred might bear witnefs of the conversation, 
" That Iconftrued bis rejection of the meafure propofed, as 
" a breach of his Jolemn promife to^you, and an unwitlihg- 
$€ nefs to yield that ajfiftance^ which was evidently in bis 
" power, towards liquidating his heavy accumulating debt 
il to the Company ; and that I muft in confequence de- 
" termine, in my own justification, to iffue immediately 
" the Pertvannahs, which had only been withheld in 
** the fanguine hope, that he would be prevailed upon 
" to make that Ms own aEl, which nothing but the mod 
" urgent neceffity could force me to make mine. — He 
u left me without any reply; but afterwards lent for 
u hrs Minifter, and authorized him to give me hopes, 
H that my requ.fi tion would be complied with; on 
u which I expreffed my fatisfadtion, but declared, that 
u 1 could admit of no further delays ; and unlefs I re- 
<c eeived his Excellency's formal acquiefcence before 
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" the evening, I fhould then moft affuredly iflfue my 
*< Perwannahs ; which J have accordingly done, not hav- 
< f ing had any affurances from his Excellency, that 
*' could juftify a further fufpenfion. I (hall,, as foon 
" as poffible, inform you of the effeft of the Per- 
*' wannahs, which, in many parts, I am apprehen- 
u five it will be found neceffary to enforce with military 
€ * aid. I am not, however, entirely without hopds 
that the Nabob, when be fees the inefficag of further 
oppofition, may alter his conduct, and prevent the. 
* c confufion and difagreeable confequences which would be toq , 
** likely to refultfrom the profecution of a meafure of fuch 
*' importance, without his concurrence. His Excellency 
*' talks of going ro Fyzabad, for the purpofe hereto- 
* c foro mentioned, in three or four days ; Iwijh he may 
*' beferious in bis intention, and you may reft afibred, 7 
" fhallfpare no pains to keep him to it. 79 ' — r-And further, 
in a letter of the 9th of December 178 1— " I had the 
* c honour to addrefs you on the 7th inftant, informing 
*' you qf the converfation which had paffed between the . 
" Nabob and me, on the fubje& of refuming the Jag- 
n1 4 hiers, and the ftep I had taken in confeq*uenc£. 
His Excellency appeared to be very much hurt and incenfid 
at the meafure ; and loudly complains of the treachery of 
bis Mimfters ; firft, in giving you any hopes that fuch a 
€t meafure would be adapted ; and> fecondly y in their, 
promijing me their whole fupport in carrying it through* 
But, as J apprehended, rather than fuffer it. to appear 
that the point bad been carried in oppofition to ins will, 
he at length yielded a »<wwWacquiefcence, and has 
" this day iflljed his own Perwannahs to tl\ar effetft; 
€€ declaring, however, at the fame time, both ta me and bis 
*\ Minifttrs, that it is an aft of compuljion.. Lhope to be 
u able, in a few days, in confequence of this meafure 
to tranfmit you an account of the a<5lual value arid 
produce of the Jaghiersj qpppfed to the nominal 
amount at which they ftanH rated on the book^ of the 
" Sircar." 

XIV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, i'qftead of expreffing 
any difapprobation of the proceedings aforelaid, in 
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violation of the rights fecured by treaty with the mo- 
ther and granditiother of the reigning Prince of Oude, 
and not lefs in violatloii of the fovereign rights of the 
Nabob himfelf, did, by frequent meffages, ftimulate 
the laid Middleton to a perfeverance in, and to a ri- 
gorous execution of the fame: And in his letter from 
Benares of the 25th December 178 1, did ■ ** exprefs 
" doubts of his firmnefs and activity, and, above all, 
u of his recolte&ion of his infttudtionSi and their im- 
portance ; and that, if he could not rely on his own 
[power] and the means he poflefled for performing 
thdfe fervices, he would free him [the faid MiddletonJ 
from the charges, and would proceed bimfelf to Luc- 
u know, and would bimfelf undertake them/* 

XV. 

That very doubtful credit Is to be given to any let- 
ters written by the faid Middleton to the faid Warren 
Hidings, when they anfwer the purpofes which the- 
faid Warren Haftings had evidently in view, the faid 
Middleton having written to him in the following 
manner from Lucltnow, 30th December 178 1 2 
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My dear Sir, 


a 


" I have this day anfwered your public letter in the 
u (ortn you feem to expeft* 1 hope fhere is nothing in it 
that ma^;, appear to you too pointed. If you wifh the 
matter to he otherwife under flood than I have taken up 
u and fiated it^l need not fay I Jhall be ready to conform 
" to whatever you may prefcribe^ and to take upon myfelf 
" ar.yfhare §f the blame of the (hitherto) non-performance 
* l of the ftipulations made on behalf of the Nabob. Though 
'" I do affure you, 1 myfelf reprefented to his Excel- 
w lency and the Minifters, conceiving it to be your 
u defire, that the apparent affumption of the reins of hu 
fC government (for in that light he undoubtedly confi- 
" dered it at the firft view) as fpecified in the agree* 
" ment executed by hin), was not meant to be fully and 
" literally enforced, but that it was neceffary youfhould 
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have famething tojhew on your fide, as the Company were 
deprived of a benefit without a requitals and upon the 
faith of this affurance alone, I believe I may fafely 
affirm his Excellency's objections to figning the treaty- 
were given up; If I have underftood the matter 
* wrong, or mifconceived your defign, I am truly 
f * forry for it ; however, it is not too late to correS the 
error \ and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing* 
to carry through, whatever you way, on receipt of my 
f public letter, tell me is your final refolve. 

XVI. 

That it appears, but on his the faid Middleton's folc 
authority, in. a letter from the faid Middleton, dated 
Lucknow, 2d December '1781, that the Nabob of 
Oude, wifhing to evade the meafure of refuming the 
■Jaghires aforefaid, did tend a mefiage to. him, pur- 
porting, " that if the meafure propofed was intended 
to procure the payrftent of the balance due to the 
Company, he could better and more expeditioufly 
effect that objeft, by taking from his mother the 
<c treafures of his father* which he did aflert to be in 
" her hands, and to which he did claim a right ; and 
" that it would be fufficient that "he the faid Haftings 
f'.^woxdd bint his opinion upon it, without giving a formal 
" fanthon to the meafure propofed; and that whatever his 
*' refolufion upon the tlibjeft flioul'd be, it would be 
" c< expedient to keep it iecret;" adding " the fefump- 
<c tion of the yaghires it is neceffary to fufpend till 1 have 
*« y 0Ur anfwer to this letter" 




XVII. 

J . 

That it does not appear that the faid Haftings did 
' write- any letter' in anfwer to the propofal v of the faid 
Middleton, but he, the faid Haftings, did communi- 
-cate his pleafure thereon to Sir Elijah Impey, being 
-then at Lucknow, for his the faid Middleton's infor- 
*mation; and it does appear, that the feizing of the 
^-treafures of the mother of the Nabob, faid to have been 
* • . '.■ * propofed 
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£ropofed ,as an aUemAtivt by the faid Nabob, to pre- 
vent the refumption of the Jaghire, was determined 
upon and ordered by the faid Haftings ; and that the 
refumption of the faid Jaghires, for theranfom of which 
the feizingof the treafurcs was propofed, was aifo direct- 
ed; not one only, but both fides of the alternative 
being enforced upon the female parents of the Nabob 
aforefaid, although both the one and the other had been 
fecured to them by a treaty with the Eaft India Com- 
pany. 

XVIII. 

That Sir Elijah Ifnpey, Knight, his Majefty's 
Chief Juftice at Fort William, did undertake a jour- 
ney of nine hundred miles, from Calcutta to Lucknow, 
on pretence of health and pleafure ; but was in reality 
in the fecret of thefe and other irregular tranfa&ibns, 
and employed as a channel of confidential communi- 
cation therein. And the faid Warren Haftings; by 
prefuming to employ the faid Chief Juftice, a perfon 
particularly unfit for an agent, in the tranfa&ion of 
affairs, prima facte at lead unjuft, violent, and oppref- 
five, contrary to public faith, and to the fentiments 
and law of nature ; and which he, the faid Haftings, 
was fenfible u could not fail to draw obloquy on him- 
<€ felf by his participation," did difgrace thd King's 
commiflion, and render odious to the natives of Hm-* 
doftan the juftice of the Crown of Great Britain. 

XIX. 

That although the faid Warren Haftings was from 
the beginning duly informed of the violence offered to 
the perfonal inclinations of the Nabob, and the " ap- 
" parent affuitiption of the reins of his government," for 
the purpofes aforefaid, , yet, more than two years after, 
he did write to his private agent, Major .Palmer, that is 
to fay, in his letter of the 6th of May 1783*. " that it 
* c has been a matter of equal furprife and concern to him, 
•* to learn from the lettrs of the refident, that the 
€C Nabob Vizier was ^vith difficulty, and almoft un- 
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M conquerable relu&ance^ induced to give his co»fc»r 
to the attachment of rhe treafure depofited by hie 
father, tinder the charge of the Brgum his mother*. 
€€ and t*> the refumption of her Jaghire, and rhe other 
€g Jaghires of the individuals of his family j" which 
pretence of ignorance of the Nabob's inclinations, is 
fictitious and grcundlefs. But whatever deception he 
might pretend to be in concerning the original inten- 
tion of the Nabob,- he was not, nor did he pretend to 
be, ignorant of his, the Nabob's reluftance to proceed 
in the faid meafures; but did admit his knowledge of 
the Nabob's reluftance %6 their full execution, and yet 
did jnftify the fame as follows : 

<fc I defire that you will inform him (the Nabob) that 

* c in thefe and the other meafures which were either 

propofed by him, or received his concurrence in the 

agreement palled between us at Chtlnar, I neither 

€€ had nor could have any objedt but bis relief, and the 

" Strengthening of bis connettiort with the Company, and 

" that I fhould not on any other ground have expo fed 

myfelf to tbe pergonal obloquy which they could not fail 

to draw upon me by my participation in them, but kit 

him to regulate, by his own discretion, arid by hi* 

" own means, the ceconomy of his own finances, and 

*' with much more caufe. the affertion of bis domejlic right. 

In theft, be bad no regular claim to my interference ; nor 

had I, in my public character, any claim upon him, 

but for the payment of the debt then due from him 

to the Company, although I was under the ftrongeft 

obligations to rtquire it for the relief of the preffing 

" exigencies of their affairs. — He will well remember 

" the manner in tfjiich, at a vifit to him in his Own 

tent, I declared my acquiefcence freely and without 

hefitation to each propfcfition, which afterwards 

* c formed the fubftance of a written agreement, as he 

" feverally made them ; and he can want no other 

« evidence of my motives for fo chearful a content, nor 

" for the requefts which I added as the means of ful- 

*<- filling his purpoics in tl]em. Had he not made 

" thefe meafures his own option, I fhould not have 

" propofed them ; but having once adopted them, ami 

*' made 
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Jf made item the. conditions of a formal and /acred agree- 
* merit) I bad no longer an option to difpenfe with them p 
V but was bound to the complete performance and execution 
X of them, as points of public duty and of national faith* 
" for which J wa > refponftble to my King, and the Company 
* 4 my immediate fuperiors ; and this was the reafonfor my 
" injtfting ° n their performance and execution, when I was 
* € told that the Nabob him f elf had relaxed from his original 
( f purpoft, and exprejfed a reluctance to proceed in it" 


XX, 

That the faid Warren Hading* does admit, that the 
J^abob had originally no regular claim upon him for 
his interference, or he any claim on the Nabob, which 
might entitle h}m to interfere in the Nabob's domeftic 
concerns} yet, in order tQ juftify his fo invjdioqs an 
interference, he did, % in the letter aforefaid, give a 
falfe accpunt of thp faid treaty, which (as beforemen- 
fioned) did nothing more than give a pfrmiffion to the 
Nabob to refuse the Jaghires, if JJ.E<jboHld judge tfye 
fame to be neceffary ; and did therefore leave the right of 
ilifpenfing with the whoje, or. any part thereof, as 
much in his option after the treaty, as it was before ; 
the declared intent of the article being only to remove 
the reftraint of the Company'* guarantee forbidding 
fuch refumption, but furniihing nothing which eou}d 
authorize putting that refumption into the hands and 
power of {he Company, to be enforced at their difcre^ 
tion. And with regard to the other part of the fpoil 
jpade b,y order of the faid (ladings, and by him, in 
the letter aforefaid, ftated to be made equally againft 
the will of the Nabob ; namely, that which was com- 
mitted on the perfonal and moveable property of the 
female parents of the Nabob, nothing whatfoever in* 
relation to the fame is ftipulated in dtie faid pretended 
treaty ; 

XXI. 

That the faid Haftings, in afferting that he was 
bound to die adts aforefauj by public duty, and even 

bjr 
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by fl&tional faith, in the very inftance in which that 
national faith was by him grofsly violated ; and in jus- 
tifying himfclf, by alledging that he was bound to the 
complete execution, by a refponfibility to the company 
which he immediately ferved ; and by afferting, that 
thefe violent and rapacious proceedings, fubjefting all 
perfons concerned in them to obloquy, would be the 
means of ftrengthening the connection of the Nabob 
with the Britifh United Company of Merchants 
trading to the Eaft Indies; did difgrace the authority 
ynder which he immediately afted. And that the faid 
Haftings, in jollifying his obligations to the faid adls 
by a refponfibility to the King, namely to the King of 
Great Britain, did endeavour to throw upon his Ma- 
jefty, his lawful fovereign (whofe n*me and character 
he was bound to refpeft, and to pfeftrve in eftimation 
with all perfons, and particularly with the fovereign 
-princes, the allies of his Government) the difgrace and 
odiufn of the aforefaid afts, in which a fovereign prince 
was by him the faid Haftings made an inftrument of 
perfidy, wrong, and outrage, to two mothers and 
wives of fovereign princes ; and in which he did ex- 
hibit to all Afia (a country remarkable for the utmoft 
devotion to parental authority) the fpeftacle of a 
Chriftian Governor reprefenting a Chriftian sovereign, 
-compelling a fon to become the inftrument of fuch 
yiolfence and extortion againft his own mother. 

XXII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, by repeated mef- 
fages and injunctions, and under menaces of <c a 
dreadful refponfibility,'' did urge the refident to a 
'completion of this barbarous* aft •, and well knowing 
that fuch sn aft - i ould probably be refilled, did order 
"him the faid relitlent- to ufe the Briiifh troops under 
his direftion for that purpofe, and did offer the afiift- 
ance of further forces, urging the execution in the 
following peremptory terms: * c You your/elf muft be 
" perfotmlly prefent ; you muft not allow any negocia- 
" tion or forbearance; but muft profecute both fer- 

*' vices^ 
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" vices, until the Begums (Princefies) are at the en- 
" tire mercy of the Nabob.** 

XXIII. 

That in conformity to the faid peremptory orders, 
a party of Britilh and other troops, with the Nabob in 
the oftenfible, and the Britilh refident in the real com- 
mand, were dfawn towards the citv of Fyzabad, in the 
cattle of which city the mother ana grand-mother of the 
Nabob had their refidence ; and after expending two 
days in negociation (the particulars of which do not 
appear) the refident not receiving the fatisfadtion he 
looked for, the town was firft ftormed, and afterwards 
the caftle ; and little or no refiftance being made, and 
no blood being fhed on either fide, the Britilh troops 
occupied all the outer inclofure of the palace of one of 
the Princefles, and blocked up the othe* 

r 

XXIV. 

» 

That this violent afTault and forcible occupation of 
their houfes, ?nd the further extremities they had to 
apprehend, did not prevail on the female parents of the 
Nabob to confent to any fubmiffion, until the refident 
fent in unto them a letter from the faid Warren Haft- 
ings (no copy of which appears) declaring himfelf 
no longer bound by the guaranty, and containing 
fuch other matter as tended to remove all their hopes, 
which feetned to be centered in Britilh faith. 

XXV. 

That the chief officers of their houfliold, who were 
their treafurers and confidential agents, the eunuchs 
Jewar Ali Khan, and Behar Ali Kh&n, perions of great 
eminence, rank, and diftindion, who had been in high 
trull and favour with the late Nabob, Were ignominiou fly 
put into confinement under an inferior officer, in order to 
extort thedifcovery of the treafuresand effedts committed 
to their care and fidelity. And the laid Middleton did 
foon after, that is to fay, on the 12th of January 1782, 

O deliver 
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deliver them over for the fame purpofc into the cuftodf 
of Captain Neal Stewart, commanding the 8th regN 
ment, by his order given in the following words : 
" To be kept in clofe andfeciire confinement, admit- 
u ting of no intercourfe with them, excepting, by their 
*' four menial fervants, who are authorifed to attend 
4€ them until further orders. You will allow them to 
st have any neceflary and convenience which may be 
a confiftent with a ftrict gu^rd over them/* 

XXVI*. 

That in confequence of thefe feverities upon herfelf* 
gnd on thofe whom ihe moft: regarded and trufted,; 
the mother of the faid Nabob did at length cqnfent to 
the delivering up of her treasures, and the fame were 
piaid to the Refident, to the amount of the bond given 
by the Nabob to the Company for his balance of the 
year 1779-8©, and the faid trcafure "was taken from 
" the moft fecret receffes in the houfes of the two 
*■ suriuchs." 


XXVIL 

That the Nabob continuing (till under the preffure 
of a' further pretended debt to the Company for his 
balance of the year 1780*81,, the Refident not Satisfied 
with the feizure of the eftates and treafures of his pa- 
tents afore faid, although he the faid Refident did con- 
fefs that the Princefs mother " had declared, <tintb ap- 
" parent truth, that ihe had delivered up the whole of 
€ * the property in her hands ^ excepting goods, which 
*' from* the experience which he the Refident had of 
cc tbejmall produce of the fajes of a former payment 
u made by her in that mode* he did refufe, aqd that* 
in his opinion, it certainly would have amounted to 
little or nothing," did proceed to extort another 
great fum of money, that, is to fay, : the fum of 
£.120,000 fterling, on account of the laft pretended 
balance aforefaid. In order therefore to compel the 
jfaid minifters and treafurers either to diftrefs their prixi- 
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cipals, by extorting whatever valuable fubftance might, 
by. any poflibility, remain concealed^ or to furnifh {he 
laid fum from their Own eftates, or from their credit 
With their friends, did order their imprifonment to be 
aggravated wifh circumftartCes'Of great cruelty, giving 
an order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated 20th 
Of January 1782, in the following words : 

« Sir, 
" When this note is delivered to you by HoOlas 
cc Roy, I have to defire, that you order the two pri- 
i€ foners to be put in irons, keeping them from all food, 
u &c. Agreeable to my infiruhions ofyefterday. 

(Signed) 

NATH L MIDDLETON* 

XXVIIL 

That by the faid unjuft and rigbfous proceeding, 
the faid Eunuchs were compelled to give their engage- 
ment for the payment of £.120,000 fterling aforefaid, 
to be completed within the period of one month r but 
after they had entered into the faid compulfory engage* 
ment, they were ftill kept in clofe imprifonment, and 
the mother and grand-mother of the Nabob were them- 
jelves held under a Arid: guard j although at the fame 
time, the confifcated eftates were a&ually in the Com- 
pany's poffeffion, and found to exceed the amount of 
what they we're rated at in the general lift of cpnfif- 
cated eftates ; and although the affiftant refident John* 
fon did confefs " that the objeft of diftreffing the Bhow 
€C Begum was merely to" obtain a ready money inftead of 
€€ a dilatory payment, and that this ready money pay- 
* € ment, ir not paid, was recoverable ift the courfe of a 
f* few months upon the Jaghiers in his poffeffion ; and 
* € that therefere it was riot worth proceeding to any 
cr extremities beyond the jfef defcribed (namely the 
*< confinement of the- PWneefles, and the imprifon* 
%€ me;.it and fettering .^ their miaifters) upon fo re* 
*< fpe&able a family*" 

< * O % XXIX. 
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XXIX. 

That after the furrender of the treafure, and the 
paffing the bonds and obligations given as aforefaid, 
the refident having been ftridtly ordered by the faid 
Warren Haftings not to make any fettlement whatfo- 
cver with the faid women of high rank, the Nabob was 
induced to leave the city of Fyzabad, without taking 
leave of his mother, or ihewing her any mark of duty 
or civility. And on the fame day the refident left the 
city aforefaid; and after his return to Lucknow, in 
order to pafcify the faid Haftings, who appeared to 
refent that the Nabob was not urged to greater degrees 
of rigour than thofe hitherto ufed towards his mother, 
he the faid refident did, in his letter of the 6th Febru- 
ary, given him an aflurance in the following words : 
" I fhall, as you diredt, ufe my influence to difluade 
* c his Excellency from concluding any fettlement until 
f * I have your further commands." 

XXX. 

That the payment of the bond laft extorted from 
the eunuchs was foon after commenced, and the 
grand-mother, as well as the mother, were now com- 
pelled to deliver what they declared was the extent of 
the whole of both* their poffeflions, including down ta 
their table utenjUs-, which, as the refident admitted, 
they had been, and were ftill delivering, and that 
no proof had yet been obtained of their having 
*' more/* 

XXXI. 

That bullion, jewels, and goods, to the amount 
of five hundred thoufand pounds' and upward^ 
were! actually received by the refident, for the ufe of 
the Company, before the 03d of February 1782 * and 
there remained, on the faid extorted bond, no more 
than about £.25,000, accordjifct%4i^ftatement pf the 
eunuchs, and not above fifty choufahd^accprtfing te 
that made by the refident, > ^ 

f XXXII. 
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XXXII. 

That in this advanced ftate of the delivery of the ex- 
torted treafure, the minifters of women aforefaid of the 
reigning family, did apply to Captain Leonard Jaques, 
under whofe cuftody they were confined, to be inform- 
ed of the deficiency with which they flood charged, 
that they might endeavour, with the affiftance of their 
friends, to provide for the fame, and praying that 
they might, through his mediation, be freed from the 
hardfliips they fuffered under their confinement; to 
which application they received an infolent anfwer 
from the faid Richard Johnfon„ dated February 27th, 
178a, declaring, that part of what he "had received in 
payment was in jewels and bullion ; and that more 
than a month, the time fixed for the final payment, 
would elapfe before he could difpofe of the fame; 
ijififting upon a ready money payment, and afluring 
them, " that the day on which their agreement ex- 
u pired, he Ihould be indifpenfibly obliged to recom- 
4< mence feverities upon them, until the laft farthing 
u was fully paid." And in order to add to their terrors 
and hardfliips, as well as to find fome pretext for 
the further cruel and inhuman afts intended* an ap- 
parently groundlefs and injurious charge was fuggefted 
to the imprifoned minifters aforefaid, in the following 
words :-— " You may alfo mention to them, that I 
have reafon fo fufpefit that the commotions raifed by 
Bulbudder, has not been without their fuggeftion and 
abetment, which, if proved upon them, in addition 
to the probable breach of their agreement, will make 
their fituation very dejperate" 

XXXIII. 

That on the receipt of the faid letter, that is, on the 
ad of March, the mmifter aforefaid did aver, that they 
wejre not able to obtain caih in lieu of the jewels and 
Other eflfefts ; but that if the goods were fold, and they 
releafed from their cdHRnement, and permitted (as they 
have before rcquefted) to go abroad among their 
friends, they cot^d foon make good the deficiency; 

and 
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and they did abfolutely deny " that they had any 
" hand jn the commotions raifed by Bulbudder^ or 
** any kind of correfpondence with him or his ad- 
* hercnts." 

XXXIV. 

That the prifoners aforefaid did fliortly after, that if 
to fay, on the 13th March, a third time renew their 
application to Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, the re- 
Jident, and did requeft that the jewels remaining in 
his the faid refident's hands, towards the payment of 
the balance remaining, " might be valued by four or 
u five eminent merchants,* Muflelmen and Hindus, 
" upon oath/' and that if any balance fhould afterwards 
appear, they would upon their releafe get their friends 
to advance the fame ; and they did again reprefent the 
hardfhip of their imprisonment, and pray for relief* 
and did again aflert, that the imputations thrown upon 
them by the faid Richard Johnfon were falfe and 
groundless ; " that they had no kind of intercourfe, 
€l either direftly or indire&ly, with the authors of ther 
" commotions alluded to, and that they did flake 
« their lives upon the fmalleft proof thereof being, 
« brought/? 

XXXV. 

That inftead of their receiving any anfwer to any oE 
the aforefaid reafonable proportions, concerning either 
the account ftated, or the crimes imputed to them, or 
any relief from the hardships they fuffered, he, the refi- 
dent Middleton, did, on the 18th of the faid month, 
give to the officer who had fuppiicated in favour of the 
faid prifoners, in order, in which he declared himfelf 
under the difagreeable neceffity of recurring fo fe- 
verities, to enforce the faid payment $ and that this 
4< is therefore to defire that you immediately caufe 
*' them to be put in irons, and keep them fo until I 
ihall arrive at Fyzabad to take further meafures as 
may be neceffary*" Which order being received at 
Fyzabad the day after itwa* given> thefaid eunuchs were 
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« iecond time thrown into irons* And it appears that 
(probably in refcntment for the humane reprefentations 
of the faid Captain Jaques) the refident did refufe to 
pay for the fetters, and other contingent charges of the 
imprifonment of the faid minifters of the Nabobs 
mother, when at the fame timd very liberal contingent 
allowances were made to other officers; and the faid 
Jaques* did ftrongly remonftrate againft the fame as 
follows :—- " You' have alfo ordered me to put the 
.* prifoners in irons— This I have done: yet, as I haw 
** no bufinefs to purchafe fetters, or fupply them any 
| " other way, it is but reafonable that you Ihould order 
u me to be reiraburfed. And why fliould I add any 
<c thing more ? A late commander at this place, I 
am told, draws near as many thoufands monthly 
contingencies, as my trifling letter for hundreds* 
"However, if you cannot get my bill paid, be fb 
u obliging as to return it ; and give me an opportu* 
€€ nity of declaring to the world, that I believe I am 
U the *firft officer in the Company's fervice who ha$ 
<c fufiered in his property by an independant com* 
« mand*" 

XXXVL 

That, in about two months after the faid prifoners 
had continued in irons in the manner aforefaid, the 
officer on guard, in a letter of the 18th May, did re- 
prefent to the refident as follows: — cc The prifoners, 
** IJaher and Jewar Ali Kh£n, who feem to be very 
\ €i fickly, haVe requefted their irons might be taken 
€i off for a few days, that they might take medicine, 
u and walk about the garden of the place where they 
xs are confined. Now, as I am fure they will be equally 
u fecure without their irons as with them, I think it my 
<c duty to inform yocrof this.requeft : I defire to know 
** your pleafure concerning it." To which letter the 
faid officer did receive a dired: refufal, dated 2 2d 
May ^782, in the following words :— " I am forry it 
€€ is not in my power to comply with your propo(al«of 
** €afing the prifoners for a few days of their fetters. 
• -•-*■■ .* " Much 
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Much as my humanity may be touched by their fuf* 
ferings, I fhould think it inexpedient to afford them 
*' any alleviation, while they perfift in a breach of 
their contraft with me : and indeed, no indulgence 
can be {hewn them without the authority of the Na- 
** bob, who, inftead of confenting to moderate the 
the rigours of their fituation, would be moft willing 
to multiply them." Endeavouring to join the Na- 
bob, whom he well knew to be reludant in the whole, 
proceeding, as a party in the cruelties, by which-, 
through the medium of her fervants, it was intended 
to coerce his mother. . 

XXXVII. 

That the faid refident, in a few days after, that is to 
lay, on the id June.1782, in a letter to 'Major Gilpin, 
in command at Fyzabad, did order the account, as by 
himfelf ftated, to be read to the prifoners; and, with- 
out taking any notice of their propofal concerning the 
valuation of the effe&s, or their denial of the offences 
imputed to them, to demand a pofitive anfwer relative 
to the payment ; and cc upon receiving from them a 
€C negative orxinfatisfaftory reply, to inform them that 
€c all further negotiation being at an end, they rouft 
prepare for their removal to Lucknow, where they 
would be called upon to anfwer, not only their re r 
<c cent breach of faith and folemn engagement, but 
alfo to atone for other heavy offences % the punifti- 
ment of which, as had frequently been fignified to 
them, it was in their power to have mitigated, by 
a proper acquittal of themfelves in this tranfaftion/* 
By which infinuations, concerning the pretended of- 
fences of the faid unhappy perfons, and the manner by 
which they wej^-to atone for the fame, and by their 
never having been fpecifically and dire&ly made, it 
doth appear, that the faid crimes and offences were 
charged for the purpofe of extorting money, and not 
upon principles or for the ends of juftice.^ 

XXXVIIL 
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* XXXVI1L 

That after fome ineffeftuarrlegodatidns td make the 

frifoners pay the money* which it* does not appear to 
ave been irt their power to pay, they were again 
threatened by the refident, in a letter to Major Gilpin, 
dated the 9th June 1782, in the following terms:-*- 
tc I wifh you to explain oace more to the prifoners, the 
c * imprudence and folly of their condudfc, in forcing 
•' me to a meafure which muft be attended with con- 
€€ feq-uences fo very ferious to themj and that, when 
*' once they are removed to Lucknow, it will not be 
€C in my power to {hew them mercy, or to ftand between 
** them and the vengeance of the Nabob. Advife them 
€C to refledfc ferioufly upon the unhappy fituation in 
cc which they will be involved in orte cafe, and the re- 
" lief it will be in my power to procure them in the 
€C other 5 and let them make their option." 

That he, the faid refident, did alfb, at the fame 

time, receive a letter from the Prinfcefs mother, which. 

letter does not appear, but to which only the following 

1 infolent return was made; that is to fay, " The letter 

; €€ from the Bhow Begum is no ways fatisfa&ory, and 

! € * I canitot think of returning ail anfwer tor it. Indeed 

\ cc all correfpondence between the Begum and me ha* 

•* long been (lopped; and I requeft you will bepleafed 

" to inform her, that 1 by no means wilh to refume it, 

* # or to maintain any friendly ihtercourfe with her, un- 

*• till fhe has made good my claim upon her for the 
** balance due." 

XL. 

That in cotffequen^e of thefe threats, arid topfetentf 
; a feparatiori of the minifters from their rtiiftreflcs, 

1 feveral plans for the payment of the balance were offer- 
ed, both by the mother of the Nabob, and the pri- 
foners, t© -which no other obje&ion appears to have 

j been made, than the length of time required by the 
parries 50 difcharge the comparativtly fmall remainder 
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of the extorted bond ; the officer on command declar- 
ing, that, conformable ta his inftru£tions x he could 
not receive the fame, 

&LI. 

* That the prifbners w£re a&ually removed from tine 
city of their refidence to the city of Luck now, where 
they arrived on the 24th of Jtine 1782, and were, on the' 
next day , threatened with feverities, u to make them 
<c difcover where the balance might be procurable.'* 
And on the 28th, it Ihould feemf, that the feverities, 
for the purpofe aforefaid, were infli&ed, at leaft- upon 
one of them; for the affrftant refident^ Johnfon, did* 
on* that day, write to Captain Waugjh, the officer com- 
manding* thfe guard, the letter following, full of dif- 
grace to the honour, juftice^ and humanity of the 
Britifh nation; . 

" Sir, 

91 The Nabob having determined to infliftewporut 
€§ ] punijhment upon the prifonen under your guard, this 
* c ' is to defire, that his officers, when they fhall come,. 
** may have free accefs to the prifoners, and be permit- 
§c ed to do with them as tbey Jball fee proper y onrly taking 
" care, that they le^ve them always under yp« 
« charge; 1 ' 

XLH. 

. That the faid Richard Johnfon did, further to terrify 
the prifoners, and to extort by all ways the remainder 
of tne faid unjuft, oppreffive, and Yapacious demands 
threaten t© remove them out ©f the Nabob's dominions 
into the caftle of Churnagur, in order for ever to fepa- 
rate them from their principals, and deprive both of 
tfieir reciprocal protection and fervices, and did order 
a further guarcLto be kept On the palace of the grand- 
mother of the Nabob, an ally of the company, and to 
prevent the entrance of the the provisions to her (which 
order relative to the guard only was executed") and did 
ufefundry unworthy and infill ting menaces,, both with 
regard torhcrfelf aadtoher principal minifters. 

XLIIL 
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That a propofal was foon after made by the faid 
Princcfs and her daughter-in-law, praying that their 
minifters aforefaid (hould be returned to Fyzabad, and 
Offering to raife a fum of money on that condition • 
as alfo that they would remove from one of their 
palaces^ whilft the Englifh were to be permitted to 
fearch the other. But the afiiftant refident johnfon did, 
inftead of a compliance with the former of thefe pro* 
politions, fend the following orders, dated z$d July 
1 78 2, to the officer commanding the guard on the 
minifters aforefaid : * c Some' violent demands having 

in 

€t been made for the releafe of the prifoners, it is necef- 
<f fary that every poffible precaution be taken for their 
u fecurity; you will therefore be pUafed to be very 
€i find: in guarding them; and I herewith fend another 
*' pair of fettm to be added to tbofe now upon the pri- 
" foners" And in anfwer to the fecond proportion, 
i the faid reficjent did reply in the following terms; 
f " The propofal of evacuating one palace, that it may 
** belfcarched, and thqn evacuating. the next, upon the 
" fame principle, is apparently xair: but it is well 
** known in the fir£ place, th&t fuch bricked up, or 
** ctherwife hidden tceafyre, is not to be hit upon in ^ 
day* without a guide. I have therefore informed the 
Nabob of this propofal, ^nd if the matter is to be 
! (€ reduced to a fearch, he will go bimfelf with fuch 
I f * people as he may poffefs, for information, together 
l *' vith the prifoner*; and when in poffeflion of the 
" ground, by puntjhing the prifoners, or by fuch other 
• c neaps ps he may find woft effeftuaho forward a fuccefs- 
'* ful fearch upon the fpot, he will avail hijnfelf of the 
u propofal made Jby the Bhow Begum." 

That, probably from the Nabob's known and avowed 
reluctance to lend himfelf to the perpetration of th* 
oppreflive and iniquitous proceedings of the reprefea- 
tative of the Britifh government, the fcandalous plan 
aibf efaid was n»t earned into execution j And all the 

Pa rigours 
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- rigours pradHfcd upon the chief min liters of the ladies 
aforefaid at Lucknow, bqng found irieffe&ual, and the 
Princefs mother having declared herfelf ready to deliver 
up every thing valuable in her pofleffion, which Baher 
Ally Khan, one of her confidential minifters ^fo re fa id, 
only coulcj come at, the faid change of prifot) was agreed 
to: — but not until the Nabob's nipthcr aforefaid, had 
engaged to PV* f° r the faid change of prifon, a furn 
$f ten thoufand pounds (one half of which was paid 
on the return of the Eunuchs) and that <*fhe would 
ranfack the Zenanq (women's apartments) " for Kjn-: 
" cobs, muflins, cloaths, &c. fyc. &c. and that Ihe 
* c would even allow a deduction from the annual al r 
* 4 lowancy,' made to her for her fubfiftence jn lie^ 
« c of her jaghire," 

XLV T 

' That foon after the return of the aforefaid. minifters 
to the place of their imprjfonment at Fyzabad, bonds 
for the five thoufand pounds aforefaid, and goods, 
cftimated, according to the valuation of a merchant 
appointed to value the fame, at the fum of forty thou- 
fand pounds, even allowing them to fell greatly under 
thfcir value, were delivered to the commanding officer 
at Fyzabad; and the faid commanding officer 
did promife to the Begum to vifit Lucknow with fuch 
propofals as he hoped would fecure the fmall balance of 
fifteen thoufand pounds remainiog~of the unjuft exac- 
tion aforefaid. But the faid refident Middleton did, in 
his letter of the 17th of thpfaid month, po&ively re- 
fufe to liften to any terms, before the final difcharge of 
the whole of the demand ; and did pofitively forbid 
the commanding officer tt> come to Lucknow to make 
the propofal aforefaid, in the terms following; u A$ it 
€€ ' is not poffible to liften to any terms frorruhe Begums, 
41 before the final difcharge of their conditional agree- 
9 V pnent fpr fifty-five lack$, ypur coming here upon 
*'. fiich an agency pan only be hj s of time incompleting 
* s the recovery of the balance of 6,55,000.; for which 
*< your regiment was fent to Fyzabad. I mu(t there- 
%c fore delire you will leave no efforts* gentle or harjh^ 
< € una^tempted^ to complete this, before you move 
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'.<■ from Fyzabad ; and I am very anxious tnat thu 
'« fliould be as foon as poffible, as I want to employ your 
?< regiment upon other emergent fewice, now /offering fy 

That the goods aforefaid were font to Lucknow* 
>nd difpofed of in a manner unknown j and the harfh 
and oppreffive meafares aforefaid being Hill continued* 
the Btgum did, about <he middle of October 1782, 
caufe to be 'represented to the faid Middletpn as fal- 
lows : "That hpr fuuation was truly pitiable \ \iz$ 
** eftate fequefteredj her treafury ranfacke4j her £o- 
€i jahs prifbners; and her fervants deferring (Jaily froin 
u want of fubfiftence. That Ihe had folicited the Joau 
" of money, to fatisfy the Remands of the company, 
from every perfon tha$ (he imagined would or coulcL 
affiff her with any; but that the opuleqt wqujd oot 
** liften to her adverlity. — She had hoped th^t the 
*? wardrobe fent to Lucknow might have fold for ait 
** leaft one half of the company's demands on her; but 
" evep jewellery and goods, Ihe fi^ds from woeful cx- 
^ perience, lofe their value tht moment it is knQwq 
" they come from her. That Ihe had now folicited the 
u loan pf calh. fj-om Almas Ally Qiwn, and if (he failed 
** fn that application, Ihe had no hopes pf e ver borrow- 
*' ing a furh equal to the demand/' — An hope not l}k?- 
ly to be realized, as the faid Almas Alt was then en* 
g^ged for a fym of money to be raifed for the com- 
pany's ufe on* the iecurity of their confiscated lands; 
the reftoration of which could form the oply apparent 
fecurity for a loaq, 

"» * 

:XLVII, 

That this remonftrance produced no effed on the 
mind of the aforefaid refident; who being about this 
time removed from his refidency, did, in a letter to his 
fqcceflbr Mr. Briftow, dated 23d O&ober 1782, in ef- 
fect recommend a.pcrlevcranee in the cruel aAd oppref- 
five reftraints aforefaid, as a certain means of recovering 

the 
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tie remainder of the extorted bond; and that the land* 
irith Wh'xtb the Princcflqs aforefaid had been endowed, 
fliould not be reftpxed tp them* 

XLVIII. 

That the fa:d Warren 'flattings was duly apprized of 
•11 the material e.ircupift&flces in the pnjuft proceedings 
aforefaid; t>ut did nothing to ftop the courfe they were 
in, of to prevent, relieve, or mitigate tjiefufferings of 
fhe parties affeded by them ; op the contrary, he did, 
ill hi* letter of the 25th of January 1 782, to the refident 
Mijddleton, declare that the Nabph having confented 
to the €X refumption pf the Jaghires held by the Begums, 
€t and to the £onfifca<ion of -their tregfures, and thereby 
u involved my own name ajid the credit of theccyn- 

* pany in a participation of both meafurcs, I have a 
% right to reqmre and injift on the complete execution of 

* thw, andjlook to you for their execution, declaring, 
** ( {hatl lhgH hold you accountable for it/' And it 
appea^ .that be did w/it.e to the ftfabqb a letter in the 
fe.O>e peremptory manner; but the fai<l letter h;as been 
fpjppreflecj, '"* 

That he the feid Haftings further did manifeft the 
eoncern he took in, $nd the encouragement which her 
gave to the proceedings aforefaid, by inferring ho- 
nours and diftin&ions upon the njinifjters of the Nabob, 
whom he, the Nabob, did confide'r as having in the faid 
proceedings difobeyed him ^nd betrayed him, and as 
jnftrument* in the diflionour #f his Jarnily, and tta 
ufurpation of h's authority. — That the laid minifters 
did make addreffes to the faid Haftings for that purpofe 
(which addrefles the fai<J Haftings had fuppreffed); and 
the refident Middieton did, with his letter of the nth 
of February 1782, tranfmit the fame* and did, in the 
faid letter, acquaint the faid Haftings, « that the mi* 
«' .nifters of the JSafcpd h*$ incurred much odium on 
f * account of their paartkipation in Jiis ipeafures, and 
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44 that they wefe not otaiy confideftd t>y the party rf 
" the difpofled Jaghiredafs, and the mother and uncle 
of the Nabob, but by the Nabob bimfelf as the depen- 
dents of the Englijh government, which they certainly are ; 
" and it is by its declared and tnojl obvious fuppoft ahht 
44 that they can maintain the authority and influence 
44 which is indifpenfibly neceflary." And the faid Mid- 
dleton did therefore recommend, ** that they fhould be 
44 honoured with fome teftimany of his (the faid Haft- 
u ings's) approbation and favour." And he the faid 
Warren Haftings did fend kellaut* or robe* of honour 
(the moll public and diftinguilhed mode of acknow- 
ledging merit known in India) to the faid minifters ill 
tefhmony of his approbation of thefr late fervices* 

That the faid Hfrftiflgs did not only give the afore- 
faid public encouragement to the minifters of the Na- 
bob to betray and infult their matter and his family y ih 
the manner aforefaid, but when the faid Nabob did 
write feveral letters to him, the faid Haftings, expreffive 
of his diflike of being ufed *san inftruifient in the di£ : 
honourable ads aforcfaid, and refuting to he further con- 
cerned therein, he* the faid Warren Haftings* did ftoe 
only fupprels and hide the fold letters from the view of 
the Court of Directors ; but in his inftru&ions to the 
fefident Briftow, did attribute them to HyderBeg Khan, 
rhinifter to the Nabob (whom in other refpefts he did 
before and ever fince fupport againft his mtifter) and 
did exprefs himfclf with great fcorn and contempt of the" 
feid Nabob, and with much afperity againft the faid 
minifters 5 affirming, in proud and infblent terms, that 
he had, 4€ by an abufe of his iaflucnee over the Nabob,,' 
44 he, the Nabob himfelf,. being (as he ever tnttft be in the 
* € hands of fome peffon) a mere cypher in his 9 (the faid mi* 
44 nifter>s) dated to make him (the Nabob) affume a very 
** unbecoming tone of refufal, reproach, and refentfnefit, ' 
44 in oppofition to meafures recommended by M E> and- 
44 even to alls done by MT authority % y the faid Haftings/ 
in the inftru&ion aforefaid, particularising the refump- 
tion of the Jaghires, and the confifcatiorv of the trea-*. 

lures 
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fares that had been fo long fuffered to remain fa the 
hands of his (the Nabob's) mother. But the letters 
of the Nabobs which in the laid inftni&icfns he refers, 
to, as containing an oppofition to the rircafures recom-»- 
mended by him, and which he aflferts was conveyed in a 
very unbecoming tone of refufal, reproach/ and refent- 
ment, he thefeidHaftings hath criminally withheld from 
the company, contrary to their orders, and to his duty; 
and the more, as the faid letters muft tend to {hew in 
what manner the faid Nabob did feel the indignities 
offered to his mother, and the manner in which the 
faid minifters, notwithstanding their known dependence 
op the Englifh government* did exprefs their fenfe of 
the part which their fovereign was compelled to aft in 
the faid difgraceful meafures. And iti further inftruc- 
tions to him the faid new refident, he did declare his 
approbation of the evil afts aforefaid, as well as his re- 
iolution of compelling the Nabob to thofe rigorous pro- 
ceedings againft his parent, from which he had long 
(hewn hipifelf fo very averfe, in the following words: 
" The feverities which have been increased towards the 
" Begums were moft juftly merited, by the advantage 
€ f which they took of the troubles in which I was per- 
" fonally involved laft year, v to create a rebellion in the 
«* Nabob-sgqvernment* ana to complete the ruin which 
they, thought was impending on ours." ** If it is. 
the Nabob's defire to forget and to forgive their paft 
offences, I have no objection to bis allowing them, 
<f in pcnfion, the nominal amount of their Jaghires r 
but if he. fliall ever offer to reftorc their Jaghires 
to them, or to give them any property in 
land s after the warning which they have given him 
by the dangerous abufe which they formerly made- 
of his indulgence, you muft remonftrate in the 
ftrongeft terms againft it; you muft not permit Jucb an 
event to take place, until this government lhall have> 
u received information of it, and lhall have had timer 
" to interpofe its influence for the prevention of it.? 
And the faid Warren Haftings, who did, in the manner 
aforefaid, pofitively refufe to admit the Nabob to re- 
ft ore to his mother and grandmother any part of their 
landed eftates for their maintenance, did will kaow that. 
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the revenues of the faid Nabob were at that time lb far 
applied to the demands of the company (by him the 
faid Warren Haftings, aggravated beyond the whole of 
what they did produce) or were otherwife fo far applied 
to the purpofes of feveral of the fervants of the com- 
pany and others, the dependants of him the faid Haft- 
ings, that none of the penfions or allowances affigned 
by the (aid. Nabob > in lieu of the eftates confifcated) 
were paid, or were likely to be discharged with that 
punctuality which was neceffary even to the fcanty fub- 
fiftence of the perfons, to which they were in name and 
appearance applied. For> 

LI. 

That fo early as the 6th of March 1782, Captain Leo«* 
nard Jaques, who commanded the forces on duty for 
the purpofe of diftreffing the feveral women in the pa- 
laces it Fyzabad, did complain to the refident, Richard 
Johnfon, in the following words: "The women be-* 
longing to the Khord Mohul (or leflfer palace) com- 
plain of their being in want of every neceffary of life, 
and are at lad driven to that defperation, that they 
at night get on the top of the Zenanah, make a great 
disturbance, and laft night not only alarmed the een* 
tinels pofted in the garden, but threw dirt at them; 
€C they theaten to throw themfelves from the walls of * 
" the Zenanah, and alfo to break out of it. Humani- 
t% ty obliges me to acquaint you of this matter, and to 
requeft to know if you have any diredions to give me 
concerning it* I alfo beg leave to acquaint you I fent 
for Lctafit Ally Khan, the cojah* who has the charge 
" of them* sutfd who informs me it is well grounded, 
" that they, have fold every thing they bad, even to the 
c< cbatbs from their backs, and n&tp have no means of fub+ 
"fifing." 

, LIL 

That the diftreflts of the faid women grew fo urgeot 
on the ffcght of the faid 6th of March, the day when the 
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letter above recited was written, that Captain Leonard 
Jaques aforefaid did think it neceffary to write again, 
on the day following, to the Britifh rcfident, in the fol- 
lowing words: " 1 beg leave to addrefs you again con- 
" cerning the women in the Kherd Mohul, (the leflfer 
" palace.) Their behaviour laft night was (o furious, 
€t that there feemed the greateft probability of their 
f* proceeding to the uttermoftextremities, and thatthey 
■* would either tbr$w tbemfehes from the walls, or farce 
** open the doors of the Zenanah. I have made every en- 
f< quiry concerning the caufe of their complaints, and 
" find from Lattafit Allv Khan, that they are in zftarv- 
" ing condition, having fold all their cloatbs and neceffaries y 
" and now have not wherewithal to fupport natures and 
as my inftrudfcions are quite filent on this head, I 
fhculd be glad to know how to proceed in cafe they 
u were to force the doors of the Zenanah, as I fufpeft 
" it will happen, ftiould no fubfiftenCe be Very quickly 
" fent to them.** 

LIII. 

That in conftquence of thefc representations, it ap- 
pears that the faid refident, Richard Johnfon, did pro- 
•mife that an application fhould be made to certain of 
the ferVants of the Nabob Vizier, to provide for their 
fobfiftcnce* 

LIV. 

That Captain Jaques being relieved from the duty 
of imprifoning the women of Suja ul Dowla, the late 
Sovereign ofOude, an ally of the company, who dwelt 
in the faid leffet palace, and Major Gilpin being ap- 
pointed to fucceed, the fame malicious defign of -de- 
ltroying the faid women, orthefamefcandalousnegleft 
of their prefervation and lubfiftence, didftill continue; 
and Major Gilpin found it neceffary to apply to the 
new refident Briftow, in a letter of the 30th of Oftober 
1782, as follows: 

% * Sir, laft nighl about 8 o'clock the Womeh in the 

\ " Khord 
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Kbord Mohul [lcfler palace}or Zenanah, [women's 
apartment] under the charge of Latafuc Ally Kha-n, 
affembled on the tops of the buildings, crying in a 
mofi lamentable manner for food, that for the lajl four 
days they bad got but a very fcanty allowance, and that 
yejierday thy bad got none. 


' <c The melancholy cries of famine are more qifily imagin* 
€€ eithen defcribed\ and from their representation, I 
<c fear the Nabob's agents for that bufinefs are very in- 
cc attentive-, I therefore think it requifite to make you 
€€ acquainted with the circumftance, that his excellency 
€C the Nabob may caufe his agents to be more circum- 
cc fpeft in their condud towards thefe poor unhappy 
€€ women." 

LV. 

That, although the Refident Brlftow did not then 
think himfelf authorized to remove the guard, he did 
apply to the minifter of the Nabqb, who did promife 
fome relief to the women of the late Nabob, . coofine4 
in the Leflfcr Palace ; but apprehending, with reafon f 
that the Minifter aforefaid might not be more r^ady of 
a&ive in making the neceffary provifion for them thaqt 
on former occafions, he did render himfelf perfonally 
refponfible to Major Gilpin for the repayment of any 
Fum equal to one thoufand pounds fterling* which he 
might procure for the fubfiftence of the fufferers. 
But whatever relief was given (the amount thereof not 
appearing) the fame was foon exhaufted i and the 
number of perfons to be maintained in the faid teffer 
Palace being eight hundred women; tjie ivo;nen of the 
late fovereign, Sujah ul Dowla, and feveral of the 
younger children of the faid foverpign prince, befides, 
their attendants, Major Gilpin was obliged, on the 
fifteenth of November following, ^gaia. to addrefs the 
Refident by a reprefentation, of this tenor ; " Sir x 
*' the repeated cries of the women in the Khord Mo* 
ci hul Zenanah for fubfiftence has been truly me* 
V lancholy, 
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They beg tnoft piteoujly for liberty 9 that they may earn 
€i their daily bread by laborious fervitule, or to be relieved 
* c from their mi/ery by immediate death." 

" In confequence of their unhappy fituation, I have 
4t this day taken the liberty of drawing on you .in 
*' favour of Ramnarian, at ten days fight, for twenty 
4i fon kerah rupees, ten thoufand of which I have 
€ * paid to Cojah Latafut Ally Cawn, under \vhofe 
*' charge that Zenanah is." 

LVL 

That, notwithftanding all the promifcs and re- 
iterated engagement* of the Minifter Hyder Beg Kh£i>, 
the ladies of the Palace afprefaid fell again into ex^ 
treme diftrefs; and the Refident did again complain 
to the faid Minifier, wjip was coofider.d to be, and 
j-eally and fubftantially was, the Minifter of the Go-t 
yernor General Warren Haftings aforefaid, and not of 
the Nabob (the faid £Jabob being, according to the 
faid Haftings own, account, "a cypher in his- [the 
?' faid MinifterVJ hands)*' that the futnds allowed fpr 
their fubflftencej were not applied to their fupport. 
But notwithftanding all {hefe repeated complaints and 
remonftranccs, and the conftant promife of amend- 
ment on the part of his, the faid Haftings's Minifter, 
the fupply was npt more plentiful or jpore regular 
than befpr?. 

LVIL 

That the faid Refident Briftow, finding by expe- 
rience the inefficacy of the courfes which had been 
purfued iVith regard to the mother and grandmother of 
the reigning Prince of Oude; and, having received a 
report from Major Gilpin, informing him, ""that all 
uhich could be done by force, had been done"; and 
that the only hope which remained, for realizing the 
remainder of the money unjuftly exatted as aforefaid* 
I$y in more lenient methods; he, the faid Refident, 


ARTICLE IV, i2i 

did, of his own authority, order the removal of the 
guard from the palaces, the troops being long and 
ihuch wanted for the defence of the frontier, and 
other material fervices ; and did releafe the faid M;- 
nifters of the faid women of rank, who had been con* 
fined and put in irons, and varioufly diftrefied and 
perfecuted, as aforerecited, for near twelve months* 

LV1H, 

That the manner in which the faid inhuman adfe of 
rapacity and violence were felt, both by the women 
of high rank concerned, and by all the people, 
ftrongfy appears in the joy exprefled on their releafe, 
which took place on the 5th of December 1782; and 
is ftated, in two letters of that date from Major Gilpia 
to the Refident, in the words following : 

' u I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
** of the 2d inftaht, and in confequence immediately 
enlarged the prifoners Behar Ally Khan and Jewar 
Ally Khan, from their confinement ; a circumltance 
* € that gave the Begums, and the city of Fyzabad ia 
general., the greateft fatisfa&ion. 
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In ttears of joy Behar and Jewar Ally Khan ex- 
prefled their fineere acknowledgments to the Go- 
vernor General, his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, 
and to you, Sir, for reftoring them to that invalu- 
able bleffing, liberty, for which they would ever 
t* retain the mod grateful remembrance ; and at their 
4< requeft I tranfnjit you the cncloied letters. 

% I wifh you had been prefent at the enlargement 
€< of the prifoners. The quivering lips, with the tear* 
€€ of joy ftcaling down the poor pien's cheeks, was a 
* € fcene truly affe&ipg, 

" If the prayers of thefe poor raen will .avail, you 
* € will, at the last trump ! be tranflateckto the hap- 
*' pieft regions in heaven,*' . 

UX. That 
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LIX. 

That the Refident Briftow, knowing how acceptable 
the faid proceeding would be to all the people of 
Oude, and the neighbouring independent countries, 
did generoufly and politically (though not truly) in 
his letter to the Princefs Mother, attribute the faid re- 
lief given to berfelf, and the releafe of her Minifters, 
to the humanity of the faid Warren Haftings, agree- 
ably to whofe orders he pretended to ait ; afferting, 
that he the faid Haftings u was the fpring from 
" whence {he was reftored to her dignity and confe^ 
cc quence." And the account of the proceedings afore-, 
faid were regularly tranftnitted to the faid Warren 
Haftings on the 30th of December 1782, with the 
reafons and ' motives thereto, *»nd a copy of the report 
of the officer concerning the inutility of further force, 
attended with fundry documents concerning the fa- 
milhing and other treatment of the women and child- 
ren of the late fovereign t but the fame appear ta 
have made no proper impreffion on the mind of the 
faid Warren Haftings ; for no anfwer whatfoever was 
given to the faid letter until the 3d of March 1783, 
when the faid Haftings, writing in ht3 own character 
and that of the Council, did entirely pafs by all the 
circumftances before recited, but did give direftions 
for the renewal of meafures of the like mature and 
tendency with thofe which (for feverai of the laft 
months at leaft of the faid proceeding) had been em- 
ployed with fo little advantage to the intereft, and 
with fo much injury to the reputation of the Company, 
his matters, in whofe name he a£Ud $ exprefling him* 
felf in the faid letter of the 3d of March 1783, as 
follows : " We defire you will inform us what mAns 
" have been taken for recovering the balance (fhe 
pretended balance of the extorted money} due frprr* 
the Bcgunrxs [PrinceflesJ at Fyzabad 9 and, if ne# 
u cefTary, you muft recommend it to the Vizier to 
u enforce the mofi , effectual means for that purpofe." 
And the Refident did, in his anfwer to the Board 
dated 31ft March 1783, on thi$ peremptory, order, 

again 
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again detail the particulars aforefaid to the faid War- 
ren Haftings, referring him to his former correfpon- 
dence, dating the utter impoffibHity of proceeding 
further by force, and mentioning certain other dis- 
graceful and oppreffive circumdances ; and in parti- 
cular, That the Company did not, in plundering the 
mother of the reigning Prince of her wearing apparel 
and beads of carriage, receive a value in the lead 
equal to the lofs die differed ; the elephants having no 
buyer but the Nabob, and the cloaths, which had lad 
been delivered to Middleton at a valuation of thirty 
thoufand pounds, were fo damaged by ill keeping, in 
warehoufes, that they could not be fold, even for fix 
months credit, at much more than about eight thou- 
fand pounds, by which a lofs in a fingle article was 
incurred of twenty-two thoufand pounds out of the 
fifty, for the recovery of which (fuppofing it had 
been a juft debt) fuch rigorous means had been em- 
ployed, . after having actually received upwards of five 
hundred thoufand pounds, in value to the Company ; 
and extorted much more, in lofs to the differing indi- 
viduals. And the faid Briftow being well acquainted 
with the unmerciful temper oF the faid Hadings, in 
order to leave no means untried to appeafe him, not 
contented with the letter to the Governor General and 
Council, did on the fame day write another letter to 
bim particularly^ in which he did urge fcveral argu- 
ments, the neceffity of ufing of which . to the faid 
.Hadings did refleft great diihoriour on this nation, 
and on the Chridian religion therein profeffed ; viz. 
u That he had eapperienced great embarraffment in 
u treating with her [the mother' of the reigning 
u £rincej for, as the mother of the Vizier, the people. 
'* look upto her with refpeft; and any hard meafures 
" praftifed againd women :of high rank, create dif- 
u content, and affeft our national chara&er." And 
the faid ftefident, after condemning very unjuftly her 
cdfiduft, added, "Still (he is the mother of the Prince 
<4 of the country, and the religious prejudices of 
" iC muffulmen prevail coaftrobgly in their minds to for- 
4S get her fituation. 

LX. That 
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That the (aid Warren Haftingfc did not rhalc£ any 
anfwer to the faid letter. But the mother of the Prince 
aforefaid, as well as the mother of his father, being; 
in confequence of his, the faid Haftings's dire&ions, 
inceflantly and rudely prefled by their defcendant, in 
the name of the Company, to pay to the laft farthing of 
the demand, they did both pofitively refufe to pay any 
part of the pretended balances aforefaid, until their 
landed eftates were reftored to them ; on the fecurity 
t>f which alone, they alledged themfelves to be in a 
condition to borrow any monfcy, or even to provide 
for the fubfiftence of themfelves and their numerous 

* 

dependants. And, in order to put fome end tb thefe 
differences, the Viz'er did himfelf, about the begin- 
ning of Auguft 1783, go to Fyzabad, and did -hold 
divers conferences with his parents, and did confenc 
and engage to reftore to them their landed eftates 
aforefaid ; aind did iflue an order that they ftiould be 
reftored accordingly : But his Minifter aforefaid, hav* 
ing before his eyes the peremptory orders of him the 
faid Warren Haftings, did perfuadc his mafter to dis- 
honour himfelf, in breaking his faith and engagement 
with his mother and the mother of his father, by firft 
evading the execution, and afterwards totally revoking 
his faid public and folemn aft, on pretence that he 
had agreed to the grant " from fhame, being in their 
44 prefence [the prefence of his mother and grand- 
< 4 mother] and that it was unavoidable at the time ;" 
—the faid Minifter declaring to him, that it would be 
fufficicnt if he allowed them €C money for their «*• 
" cejfary expences, and that would be doing enough? ' 

* * 

♦ 

LXL 

That the faith given, for the reftoration of their la^ 
ded eftates being thus violated, and the money for ne- 
ctffary expences being as ill fupplied as before, the wo- 
men and children of. the late fovereign, father of the 
feigning prince, continued expofed to frequent want of 

the 
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the common neceffaries of life ; and being forely pref- 
fed by famine, they wer* compelled to break through 
all the principles of local decorum and refcrve, which 
conftitute the dignity of the female fex in that part of 
the world, and after great clamour and violent at- 
tempts, for one whole day, to break the inclofure of the 
palace, and to force their way into the public market, 
in order to move the companion of the people, and to 
beg their bred ; and they did, on the next .day a&ually 
proceed to the extremity of expofing themfelves to pub- 
lic view — an extremity, implying the loweft ftate of dif- 
grace and degradation ; to avoid which many women 
in India have laid violent hands upon themfelves — and 
they did proceed to the public market place, with the 
ftarying children of the late fovereign, and the brothers 
and lifters of the reigning prince ; .. a minute ac- 
count of the tranfa&ion af orelaid was written to the Bri- 
tifti refident at Lucknow, by the perfon appointed to 
convey intelligence to him from Fyzabad, in the fol- 
lowing particulars, highly difgraceful to the honour, 
juftice and humanity of this nation* 

" The ladies, their attendants and fervants, were flill 
** as clamorous as laft night. Letafut, the Daroga, 
" went to thtm and remonftrated with them on the im- 
€c propriety of their conduct, at the fame time alluring 
" them that in a few days all their allowances would be 
" paid 1 and, fhould not that be the cafe, he would ad«- 
" vance them ten days fubfiftence, upon condition that 
c< they returned to their habitation. None of them, 
cc however, confented to his propofals ; but were flill 
" intent upon making their efcape through the Ba- 
€i zar (market place) and in confequence formed 
*f themfelves into a line, and arranging themfelves in 
€l the following order: the children m the front; behind 
" them the ladies of the feraglio ; and behind them *- 
•' gain their attendants : But their intentions were 
* 4 fruftrated by the bppofuion which they met from 
w LetafucYSepoys, 
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<c The next day Letafut went twice to the wompn, 
€C and ufed his endeavours to make. them return into 
t(t the Zenanah, promifing to advance them 10,000 ru- 
gc pees -, which, upon the money being paid down, 

they agreed to comply with ; but night poming onj 

nothing tranfpired. 
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" On the day following, their clamour? were more 
* c violent than ufual. Letafut went to confer with 
thdm upon the bufinefs of yefterday, offering the 
fame terms. Depending upon the fidelity of hi$ 
promifes, they confented to return tp their apart* 
ments ; which they accordingly did except two or 
u three of the ladies, and mofl: of their attendants. 
" Letafut then went Hoffmund Ally Cawn, to confult 
*' with him upon what means they Ihoujd take. They 
c * came to a refolution of driving them in by^orce ; 
?' and gave orders to their Sepoys to beat any one of 
*< the women who fhouki iattempt tp moye forward. 
<f The Sepoys, confequently aflfembled ; and each on 
€€ being provided with a blucfgeon, they drove them 
by dint of beating into the Zenanah. The womenl^ 
feeing' the treachery of the- Letafut, j&ropeedcd tq 
throw ftones and? bricks at the Sepoys, and pgain at- 


<c 
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*' tempted to 'get out; but firidingthat impoflibl?, from 
%c the gates being (hot, they kept up a continual dif- 
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charge of ftones and bricks till about ten* when, 
finding their fituation defperate, they retired into the 
*' Kung Mohul, and forced their way from thence in- 
to the palace, and difperfed themftrlves about the 
houfe and garden ; after this they were defirous of 
getting into the Begum's apartment, but ihe being 
*' apprized of their intention, ordered her doors tobe 
€C Ihut. In the mean time, Letafut and Hufhmund 
Ally Cawn pofted fentries to fecure the gates of 
the leffer Mahal. During the whole of this conflict, 
<c all the ladies and women remained expoied to the 
u view of the Sepoys* The Begum then fent for Le- 
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tafut and Hulhmund AHy Cawn, whom (he Merely 
reprimanded, and infilled upon knowing the caufe&bf 
c< this infamous behaviour.They pleaded in their defence 
f f the impofllbility of helping it, as the treatment the 
?' women had met with had been conformable to his 
* e Excellency the Vizer's orders. The Begum alledg- 
€ \ ed, that even admitting that the Nabob had given 
" thofe orders, they were by no means authorized in 
<c this manner to difgrace the family of Shuja Dowla; 
" and fhould they not receive their allowance for a day 
<c 6r two, it could ' be of no great moment : what was 
". paffed was new at an end, but that the Vizier Ibouid 
certainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair* 
and that whatever he defired fhe (hould implicitly 
comply with. The Begum then font for five of thfc 
children who were wounded in the affray of laflt 
night, and after endeavouring to footh them, (he 
fent again for Letafut and Hufhmund Ally Cawn, 
and in the prefenoe of the children.expreffed her dif- 
approbation of their conduft, and the improbability 
of Afuf ul Dowla's fuffering the Ladies and Children 
of Shuja Dowla to be difgraced by being expofed to 
the view of the rabble. Upon which Letafut pro- 
" duced the letter from the Nabob, at the fame time 
" reprefenting that he was amenable only to the orders 
V of his Excellency, and thaft whatever he ordered it 
cc was his duty to obey ; and that had the ladies thought 
€C> proper to have retired into their apartments quietly* 
" he would not have ufed the means he had taken to 
" compel them. The Begum again obferved, that 
" what had happend was now over. She then gave 
cc the children 400 Rupees, and difmiffed them, and 
" fent word by Jumrud and the other €unuehs> 
€i that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their a- 
*« partments, Latafut wduld fupply them with 3 or 
** 4,000 Rupees, for their perfonal expences, and re- 
" commended to them not to incur any further dtf- 
" grace, and that if they did not think proper to a& 
" agreeable to her directions, they would do Wrong* 
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4C The ladies followed her advice, and about fen at 
u night went back into the Zenanah. The next morn* 
iC ing the Begum waited upon the mother of Shuja 
" Dowla and related to her all the circumftances 
" of the difturbances. The mother of Shuja Dowla 
" returned for anfwer, that after there being no 
" accounts kept of Crores of revenues, ihe was not fuf- 
•' prized that the family of Shuja Dowla, in their en- 
S€ deavour? to procure a fubfiftence, fhould be obliged 
" to expofe themfelves to the meaneft of the people. 
u After bewailing their misfortunes, and fhedding ma* 
€e ny tears* the Begum took her leave and returned 
" home/' 

That the faid affe&ing narrative, being fent, with 
others of the fame nature, on the 29th of January 

' I784, to the faid Warren Haftings he did not or4er any 
relief in confequence thereof, or take any fort of notice 

- whatfoever of the faid intelligence, 

LXII. 

That the Court of Dire&ors did exprdfs ftroag 
doubts of the propriety of feizing the eftates aforefaid, 
and did declare to him the faid Haftings, " that the 
only confolation they felt on the occafion is, that 
the amount of thofe Jaghires for which the company 
were guarantees^ is to be paid through pur refident at the 
court of the Vizier ; #nd it very materially concerns the 
credit of your Governor, on no account to fufftr fucb 
payment} to be evaded.' 9 But the faid Warren Haftings 
did never make the arrangment fuppofed in the faid let^ 
ter to be a&ually made, nor did he caufe the refident to 
pay thertithe amount of their Jaghires, or*to make any 
payment to them. 

And the faid Haftings being exprefsly ordered by 
the Court of Drre&ors to reftore to them their eftatts, 
in cafe the charges, made upon them Ihould not l}e 
found true ; he, the faid Haftings, did contumacioufly- 
and cruelly decline any compliance with the faid of* 

" de*s 
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ders, until his journey to Lucknow, in 

when he did, as he fays, cc conformably to 
€ i the orders of the Court of Dire&ors, and more td 
ic the inclination of the Nabob Vizier, reftore td them 
their Jaghires, but with the defalcation, according 
to his own account, of a large portion of their re- 
, cc fpedfcive lhares -,* pretending, without the leaft pro- 
bability, that* the faid defalcation was a u voluntary 
** conceflion on their part." But what he has left to 
them for their fupport, or in what proportion to that 
which he has taken away, he has no where ftated to 
the Court of Direftors, whofe faith he has broken, 
and whofe orders he has thus eluded, whilft he pre- 
tended to ykldfomc obedience to them-. 


. LX1IL 

That the faid Warren Haftings having rfiade a nrta«% 
licious, loofe, and -ill fupported charge, backed by 
certain unfatUfaftory affidavits, as a ground for his 
feizing on the jaghires and the trcafUres of the Viziers 
mother, folemnly guaranteed to them ; the Court 6f 
JDiredtors did, in theif letter of the i^th of February 
1783, exprefs themfelVes as follows concerning that 
meafure $ — <c which the Governor General (he the faid 
Warren Haftings) in his letter to yotir Board the 
23d of January 1782, has declared be Jirenuoujty en* 
c our aged and fupported ; we hope and truft for the 
" honour of the Ijritifh nation, that the meafure 
" appeared fully juftified iri the eyes of all Hindof- 
" tan* The Governor General has informed tis, th2t 
" it can be well attefted that the Begums (the mother 
and grandmother of the Nabob atorehid) principally 
excited and fuppflrted the late commotions ; and 
that they carried their inveteracy to the Englifh na~ 
u tion fo far, as to aim at our utter extirpation" — And 
the Court of Direflors did further declare as follows : 
That it no where appears from the papers a: prefmt 
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in- our poileffion, that they (the mother and grand-* 
mothe* of the Nabob of Oude) excited any com- 
moiions^ previous to the imprifonment of Rajah 
** Cheit Sing, and only armed themfelves in confe- 
€C quence of that tranfa&iori ; and as it is probable, 
" th;:t fucfi a coridudt pfoceedled from motives of felf- 
" defence, . under an appfehenfion that tfcey them{e^ves , 
u m'ght likewife be laid tinder unwarrantable con- 
u tribution>." — And the faid Court of Dire&ors, in : 
giving their orders for the federation of the Jaghires, 
or for the payment of an equivalent through the Refi- 
dent, did give this order for the reftoratioh of their ef-" 
tates as atorefaid, on condition/that it ihotild appear 
from enquiry,; 'that they were not guilty of the prac- 
tices charged upon them by the faid Haftings. Mr. 
Stables, one of the Council General, did, in execution 
of the faid conditional order, propofe an enquiry,- 
leading to the afcertainmerit of the condition, and did 
enter a minute as follows : " That the Court of D't- 
" reftors, by their letters of the 14th of February 
• c 1783, feem not to be fatisfied that the difaffe&ion of 
4C the Begums to this government is fufficiently proved 
" by the evidence before them; I therefore think, that 
d * the late and prefent Refident, and commanding officer 
u in the Vizier's. country at the time, (hould be called 
fr on to oiled what further information they can on 
" this fubjeft/ in' which the honour and dignity of this 
" Government is To materially concerned \ and that fuch 
u information may be tranfmitted to the Court of Di- 
" reftors." And he did further, propofe heads anil 
modes of enquiry, fuitable to the doubts expreffed by 
the Court of Dire&ors. But the faid Warren Haftings t ' 
who ought long before, on principles of natural juf- 
tice, to have inltituted a diligent enquiry in fupport of 
his lb improbable a charge, and was bound, even for 
his own honour, as well as for the fatisfadtion of the 
Court of Directors, to take a ftrong pare in the faid en- 
quiry, did let himfelf in oppofition to the fame, and 

did 
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did carry with him a majority of Council againft the 
faid enquiry into the juftice of the caufe ? or any prg- 
pofjtion for the relief of the fufferers, afferting, 'f th^t 
*< the reafons of the Court of Directors, if tranfmit- 
* c ted with the orders for the enquiry, will prove in ef- 
" fedt an order for collefting evidence to the jujtifica* 
" and acquittal of the Begums, and not for the invefiigation 
f ' of the truth of the charge^ which have been preferred a- 
w g*inft them." That Mr. Stables did notprppofe, (as 
in the faid H'aftings' s minute is gfaundlefsly fuppofed) 
i hat t^e reafons of the Court of Directors fhould be trani- 
jnitted with the orders for an equiry. But the appre- 
henfion of the faid Warren Haftings, of the probable 
refult of the enquiry prppofed, did ftrongly indicate 
Jiis fenfe of his owh guilt, and the innocence of the 
parties accufed by him •, and if, by his conftruftion^ 
Mr. Stables's mipute d|d mdicatean enquiry merely for 
the juftification of the parties by him accufed, (whif h 
conftru&ion the motion did not bear) it was ho more 
jhan what the obvious rules of juftice would well fup- 
port; his own proceedings haying been ex parte j he 
haying employed Sir Elijah Impey to take affidavit* 
againft the worpen of high rank aforefaid, not only 
without any enquiry made on their p^rt, but without 
any communication to them, of his practice and pro- 
ceeding againft them ; and equity did at leaft require 
th^t they, with his owh knowledge, and by the fubor- 
dinates of his own government, Ihould be allowed 4 
public enquiry to acquit themielve* of the heavy of- 
fences with which they had been by him clandeftinely 
larged. 

pay. 

.That he the faid Haftings, in order to effe&ually ftifle 
the faid enquiry, did enter on record a further minute, 
averting, that the faid enquiry would bepiodu£tive"of 
" evils greater than any which exiftin the confequences 

" which 
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* ( which have already taken place, and which time hat 
* c almqfi obliterated -," as alfo the following — w If I am 
* c rightly informecj, the Nabob Vizier, and the Begums 
u are on tern>$ of mutual good-will t It would ill be- 
come thjs government to interpofe its influence, by 
anv ^& which might tend to revive their animofities, 
3n4 a very flight opc^fion would, be fufficiept to ef- 
*f fe& it. They will inftantly take fire op fuch a 
f € declaration, proplairn the judgrnept of the company* 
" in their favour, demand a reparation of the afts, 
which they would cpnftxvie wrongs, with fuch a fen- 
tep^e warr^ntipg that conftru&ion, gnd either accept 
the invitation, to the proclaimed fcandal of the Na- 
" bob Vizier, which will not add to the fredit of our go- 
iC vernntent > or remain in his dominions, but not un^ 
f e der his authority, to, add to his vexations, and the 
f * diforders of the country, by continual intrigues and 
" feditions. Eqongh already exifts to affeft his peace 
€c and the qqiet of his people. If we cannot heal, let 
* c us not inflame the wounds which havebeen infliffed.-*If 
* c theFegums think themfelyes aggrieved to fuch ad^gree 
t* as to juftify them in an appeal to a foreign jurifdiflion ; 
" to appeal tQ it ag^iqft a map (landing \n the relation 
of Jon and grand fen to them » ?* appeal to the juftice 
* € of thofe txjbo have been the abettors and inftruments of 
ei their imputed wrongs ; let p$ at lcaft permit them to 
" be thejjudges of their own feelings, an4 prefer their 
" complaints, before wp offer to redrefs them. They 
u will pot need, to be prorpptpd* I hope \ fhall not 
*' depart from the fimplicity of official language, in 
" faying, the majefty of juftice ought to bp approached 
" with felicitation, notdefcend to provoke ftr invite it, 
" much lefs to debafe jdfclf &y the fuggeftion of wrongs, 
4€ and the promife of redrefe, with the denunciation of 
" punifhments before trial, and even before accufa- 
*♦ tion." 
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That the faid Warren Haftings, in attempting to pafs 
an a& of indemnity for his own crimes, and of oblivion 
for the fufferings of others, fuppofing the latter almojt 
obliterated by time, did not only mode and infult over 
the fufferings of the allies of the company, but did 
fhew an indecent contempt of the underftandings of the 
Court of Directors ; becaufe his violent attempts on the 
property and liberty of the mother and grandmother of 
the ally aforefaid, had not their firft commencement 
much above two years before that time, and had been 
continued, without abatement or relaxation on his part, 
to the very time of his minute : The Nabob having, 
by the inftigaton of his the faid Haftings's inftrument 
Hyder Beg Khan, not two months before the date of 
the confutation, being obliged a fecond time to break 
his faith with relation to the eftates of his mother, in 
the manner herein before recited. And the faid. Haftings. 
did not, and could not conceive that the clearing the 
mother could revive any anitaofity between her and her 
fon, by whom (he never had been accufed* The faid 
Haftings was alfo fenfible, that the reftoratioi> of her 
landed eftates, recommended by the Coiirt of Direc- 
tors, could not produce any ill effect on the mind of 
the faid fon, as it was u with almoft unconquerable: te- 
" lu&ance he had been perfuaded to deprive bero*f them." 
And at the time of his fubmitting to become an instru- 
ment in this injuftice, did"- declare* both to theRefident 
and his minifters, " that it was an aft of compulfion.'* 

S LXVI. That 
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That the fald Haftings further, by infmuating that 
the women in queftion would a& amifs m appealing to 
a foreign jurifdifthn againft a fon and a grandfon, could 
not forget that he himfelf, being tba« foreign juriftMc- 
tion (if any jurifdiftiott there was) did himfelf diredt 
and order the injuries ; did himfelf urge the calumnies ; 
and did himfelf caufe to-be taken and produced the un- 
fatisfa&ory evidence, by which the women in queftion 
had fuffered ; and that it was againft him the faid Ha- 
ftings, and not againft their fon, that they had reafon 
to appeal, Bqt the truth is, that the enquiry was mo* 
ved for by Mr, Stables, not on the prayer or appeal of 
the fufferers, but upon the ill impreflion which the faid 
Haftings's own conduct, merely and folely on his own 
ftate of it, ar.d on his own evidence in fupport of it, 
had made on the Court of Directors, who were his law-? 
ful matters, and not fuitors in his Court. And his arroga- 
ting to himfelf and his colleagues to be a tribunal, and 
a tribunal, not for the purpofe of doing jqftice; but of 
reFufing enquiry, wa$ an high offence and mifdemeanor 
(particularly at the due obedience to thp Company^ 
orders wa$ eluded on the rnfolent pretence, •« That the 
" majefty of juftice ought to be approached wirh fi>H- 
^ citation, arid that H would debafe itfelf by the fug r 
" geftion of wrongs, and the promife of redrefs/*) in 
a Oovernor, whofe buftnefe it is, even of himfetf and 
unfolicited, not only to promife, but to afford redrefs 
to all thofe who ftould fuffer under the powfcrof the 
Company, even if their ignorance, or want df pro- 
tection, or the imbecility of their fex, or the fear of ir- 
ritating perfons in rank and ftation, fhould prevent them 
from Peking it by formal folicication. 
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That the faid Warren Haftings, at the time when he 
pretended ignorance of all folicication for juftice on the 
part of the women aforefaid, and on that pretence did 
refufe the enquiry moved by his colleague Mr. Srables, 
had in all probability received from the Refident Mid- 
tuicton, or if he had made the flighted enquiry from the 
faid Middleton, then at Calcutta, might immediately 
receive an account, that they did aBually folkit the faid 
ReGdent, through Major Gilpin, for redrefs againflt 
his the faid Haftings's calumnious accufation, and the 
falfe teftimony by which it was Supported r and did 
fend the faid complaint to the Refident Middleton* 
by the faid Gilpin, to be tranfmirtcd to him the faid 
Haftings and the Council, fo early as the 19th of Oc-» 
to her .17,82 y and that fhe, the mother of the Nabob, 
did afterwards fend the fame to the Refident Briftow* 
averting their innocence, and accompanying the fame 
with the copies of letters (the originals of wh ch they 
afferaed were in their hands) from the chief witneffes 
againft them, Hannay and Gordon, which letters did 
<lire&ly overturn the charges or inGnuations in the af* 
fidavits made by them; and that inftead- of any accu- 
fation of an attempt upon them and their parties, by 
the inftigation of the mother of the Nabob, or by her 
xninifters, they the faid Hannay and Garttan did attri* 
bute their prefervatioo (so them, and to their fe r vices j 
and did, with ftrong expreflions of gratitude, both to the 
mother of the Nabob, and to her minifters,, fully 
acknowledge the fame. Which remonftrance of the 
mother of the Nabob, and the letters of the faid 
Hannay and Gordon are annexed to this charge; and 
the faid Haftings is highly criminal for not having ex-> 
amined into the fads a Hedged in the faid remoa- 
ftran^p, 

S a LXV1II. That 


136 ARTICLE IV. 

LXVIIL 

That the violent proceedings of the faid Warren Ha- 
ftings did tend to impreis all the neighbouring Princes, 
fame of whom were allied in blood to the opprefied wo- 
men of rank aforefaid, with an ill opinion of the faith, 
honour, and decency of the Britiih nation ; and accor- 
dingly, on the journey aforefaid, made by the Nabob 
from Lucknow to Fyzabad, in which the faid Nabob 
did rcftore, in the manner before- mentioned, the con- 
fifcated eftatesof his mother and grandmother, and did 
afterwards revoke his faid grant, it appears that the 
faid journey did caufe a general alarm (the word motives 
obtaining the moft eafy credit with regard to any fu- 
ture proceeding, on account of the foregone afts) and 
excited great indignation among the ruling s perfons of 
che adjacent country ; infomuch that Major Brown, 
agent to the faid Warren Haftings at the Court of the 
King Shau AUum at Delhi, did write a remonllrance 
therein to Mr. Briftow, Refident at Oude, as follows : 
■ — €€ The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had 
" with Mirza Shuffee Cawn, he introduced a fubjeft 
i€ refpefting the Nabob Vizier, which, however it may 
" bedifagreable for you to know, and confequently 
u for me to communicate, I am under a neceffity of 
" laying before you. He told me had received infor* 
4C rhation from Lucknow, that, by the advice of Hy- 
*< der Beg Cawn, the Vizier had determined to bring 
•* his Grandmother, the widow of Sufdar Jung, from 
*' Fyzabad to Lucknow, with a view of getting a fur- 
" thcr fum of money from her, by feizing on her eu-» 
" nuchs, digging up the apartments of her houfe at 
<4 Fyzabad, and putting her own perfon under reftraint. 
This, he faid, he knew, was not an aft of our govern- 
ment, but the mere 2dvice of Hydcr Beg Cawn, to 
€f which the Vizier had been induced to attend. He 

" added, 
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c< added, that the old Begum had refolved rather to put 
* f herfelf to death than tolubmit to the difgrace intend - 
c< ed to be put upon her-, that if fuch a circumftance 
fhould happen, there is not a man of Hindcftan who 
will attribute the aft to the Vizier [Nabob of Oude"] but 
every one will fix the odium on the Englijh, who might ea- 
" fih% iy the influence they fo largely exercife in their ozvn 
concerns there ^ have prevented fuch unnatural conduit 
in the Vizier. He therefore called upon me, as the 
Englilh reprefentative in this quarter, to inform you 
" of this, that you may prevent a ftep, which will de- 
€€ ftroy all confidence in the Englilh nation throughout 
ct Hindoftan, and excite the bittereft refentment in all 
c< thofe, who bv blood are connedbrd with the houfe of 
." Sufdar June/' He conduced by faying, " that if 
c< the Vizier to little regarded his family and perfonal 
€ \ honour, or his natural duty, as to wifli to difgrace 
<c his father's mother for a fum of money, let him 
plunder hrr of all flie has, but let him fend her fafc 
up to Delhi, or Agra, and, poor as I am, I will fur- 
nilh fubfiftence for her, which (he fliall poffefs with 
fafety and honour, though it cannot be adequate to 
" her rank.« — This, Sir, is a moft exadfc detail cif the 
ie converfation (as far as related to that affair) on the 
**. part of Mirza Shuffce Cawn. On my part I could 
u only fay, that I imagined the affair was mifrepre- 
'* fented, and that I Ihould write as he requefted. Let 
€€ me therefore requeft that you will enable me to an- 
4i fwer, in a more effe&ual manner, any further quef- 
M tions on this fiibjedt. 

P. S. u As Mirza Shuffee*s grandfather was brother 
" to Sufdar Jung, there can he no doubt of what his 
€t declaration, means, and if this meafureof difmiffing 
4€ the old Begum, ihould be perfifted in, I ftiould not, 
* c from the itate of affairs and the eharadter of the 
Anrur ul Omrah, be furprized at fome immediate 
and violent refolution being adopted by him.'* 
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LXIX- 

That Mirza Shuffee, mentioned in this correfpond- 
ence (who has fince been murdered) was of near kind* 
red to the lady in queftion (grandmother to the Nabob) 
was refident in a province immediately adjoining to the 
province of Oude, and from proximity of fituation and 
Bearnefs of corine&ion, was likely to have any intelli- 
gence concerning his female relations from the bcft au- 
thority. 


LXX, 

4 d 

That the Refident Briftow, on receiving this letter, 
<iid apply to the faid Hyder Beg Cawn for an expla- 
nation of the Nabob's intentions, who denied that the 
Nabob intended more than a vifit of duty and cer£- 
***any ; which, whatever his difpofitions might havfe 
been, and probably were, towards his own mother, wis 
not altogether probable, as it was well known that he 
was on very bad terms with the mother of his father'; 
and it appears, that intentions of a fimilar nature had 
feeen foefore manifefted, even with regard to his own 
mother, and therefore obtained the more eafy credit 
concerning the other woman of high rank aforefaid, 
efpecially as the evil defigns of the faid Hyder Beg 
were abundantly known ; and that the faid HaftingS, 
upon winm he did wholly depend, continued to re- 
commend " the moft effectual, that, is the moft violent 
" means for the recovery of the fmall remains of his 
f€ extorted demand." but although it does not appear 
that the Refident did give credit to the faid report, yet 
the effed of the fame on the minds of the neighbour- 
ing Princes, did make it proper and necefiary to direft 
a firict enquiry into the fame, which was not done ; 

and 
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and it does not appear that any further enquiry was 
made into the true motives for this prqje&ed journey 
to Fyzabad, nor into the proceedings of Hyder Beg 
Cawn, although the faid Warren Haftings well knew, 
that all the ads of the Nabob and his principal mini- 
vers, were conftantly attributed to him, and that it 
was known that fecret agents, as well as the Company's 
regular agent, were employed by him at Luekaow *ukJ 
other places, 

LXXI. 

That the faid Haftings, who did, on pretence of the • 
majefty of juftice, refufe to enquire into the charges- 
made upon the female parents of the Nabob of Oude, • 
in juftification of the violence offered to them, did vo- 
luntarily and of his own accord make himfelf an ae- 
cufer of die Refident Middleton, for the want of a li- 
teral execution of his orders, in the plans of extortion* 4 
and rapine aforefaid, the criminal nature, fpirit, and 
tendency of the faid proceedings, for the <kfeftive ex- ■ 
ecution of which he brought the faid charge, appear-' 
ing in the defence or apology made hy Mr. Middfc- 
tori the Refident, for his temporary and Ihort for- 
bearances, 

<« It could not, I flatter myfelf, be termed a long or 
unwarrantable delay (two days) when the importance 
of the bufinefi, and the peculiar embanraffinents at- 
tending the profecution of it to its defired end, arc 
confidcred. The Nabob was fin to the Begum, 
whom we were to proceed againft ; a lbn againft a 
mother muft at X&ftfawiatopttrances in his mode ofpro- 
aedixg. — The produce of his negociation was to be 
received by, the Company. Receiving a benefit, ao 
* complying the Nabob, withdrawing their profe&i- 

u on, 
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" on, were circumftances fufficient to mark the Englij 
"as the principal movers in this bufinefs. At a Court, 
u where no opportunity is loft to throw odium on us, 
" fo favourable an occafion was not miffed to perfuade 
the Nabob that we iniligated him to difhonour his 
family for our benefit. The impreffions made by 
thefe fuggeftions conftantly retarded the progrefs 
" and more than once a&ually broke off the bufmefs; 
€< which rendered the utmoft caution on my part necef- 
<c fary, efpecialiy as I had no afliftance to expeft from 
<c the minifters, who could not openly move in the bufi- 
€< nefs. In the Eaft, it is well known, that no man, 
<* either by himfclf or his troops, can enter the walls of 
€4 a Zenana, fcarcely in the eafe of afting againft an 
•* open enemy, much lefs of an ally \ — an alley aBing 
<c againft bis own mother. The outer walls, and the Be- 
gum's agents, were all that were liable to immediate 
attack; they were dealt with, and fuccefsfully, as the 
event proved/' — He had before obferved to Mr. 
Haftings, in his coirefpondence, what Mr. Haftings 
well knew to be true, " that no farther rigour than 
cc that he had exerted, could be ufed againft females 
" in that country ; where force could be employed, it 
u was, not fpared.— That the place of concealment was 
* c only known to the chief eunuchs, who could not be 
€C drawn out of the women's apartments, where they 
"had taken refuge, and from'which, if an attempt 
had been made to ftorm them, they might efcape % 
•and the fecret of the money being known only to 
them, it was neceffary to get their perfons into his 
" hands, which could be obtained by negoctation only." 
^— The Refident concluded his defence by declaring his 
*' hope, that if the main objedfc of his orders was fiil- 
4< filled, he (hould be no longer held criminal for ade* 
'" viation from the precife letter of them/* 
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That the faid Warren ttaftings did enter a reply to 
this anlwer,in fupport of his criminal charge, continuing 
to infift, " That his orders ought to have been literally 
" obeyed," although he did not deny that the above 
difficulties occurred, and the above coofequences mull 
have been the refult ; and though the reports of the mi* 
litary officers, charged with the execution of his com- 
miffion, confirmed the moral impoffibilitv, as well as 
inutility in point of profit; of forcing a fon to greater 
violence ana rigour againft his mother. 


l£xiil 

That the faid Haftings, after all the afts aforefaid, did 

grefume to declare on record, in his minute of the 23d 
eptember 1783, " That whatever may happen of the 
'* events which he dreads in the train of affairs now 
" fubfifting, he fliall at leaft receive this confolation 
** under them, that he ufed his utmoft exertions to pre* 
" vent them; and that in the annals of the nations of 
u India which have been fubje&ed to the Britifh do- 
* c minions, HE Jhall not be remembered flmgng their op- 
" prefers." And, fpeaking of certain alledged indig- 
nities offered to the Nabob of Oude, and certain al- 
ledged fufpicions of his authority, with regard to the 
management of his houfhold, he the faid Haftings did, 
la the faid minute, endeavour to excite the fpirit of the 
Jfritifli nation, feverely animadverting on fuch offences, 
making yfc pf the following terms : " If there be a 
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" (park of genetous virtue in the bfttfy bf "any of mjr 
" countrymen, who (hall be the reader* of this compi- 
<c latioo, this letter fa letter of complaint from the Na? 
" bob] {hall Hand for an ioftrument to awaken it tQ 
" the call of vengeance agaiaft fp flagitious ^n abufe 
fl of authority, and rpproacty to the Sritiify iiynp.'t 


1 
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.Ff jmk her Excellency the Bbazv Begum, U Mr. Brtytmt 

Rejident at the Viziers Court* 


fjh HERE Ji no neceffity to write to ybti bfHrty Of 
**■ information. A detail of my bufferings from com- 
to$n report, and! the intelligence of thole who are about 
£ou, the account of them will have reached your eats* 
I will here relate i part of th£m. 

f After the death of Sujah Dowla, moft of his urtgratfc- 

tut fervants were conftantly labouring to gratify theif 

enmity; but finding, from the firm and fincere frlend- 

ihip which fiibfifted between me an^l the EftgHfh, that 

the accornplifhment of their purpofes was fruftrated, 

they formed the defign of otcafioning a breach in that 

alliance, to infure their own fuccefs. I mufr acquaint 

you, that my fon Afuf ul Dowla had formerly threat 

ened to feize my Jaghire; btft upon producing th6 

treaty figfted by you, and fliewing it to Mr. Middleton* 

he interfered, and prevented the impending evil-^- 

The corifpiration now frarficd *n accufatiort agaiaft 

me, of a condud which I never had cotfceiMed evexk 

in idea, <>f rendering afliftance to Rajah Cheit Sing* 

The particular! are as follow; — Mv fon Afuf ul Dowla 

and his Nf ifiifters, with troops and a train of artillery, 

accompanied by Mr. Middteton, on the 16th of the 

frtanth of Motiurum, arrived at Fyzabad^ and made & 

demand of a' crtfre of rupees. As my inability to pay 

fa vzft a fum was manifeft, I produced the treaty yo* 

figned and gave me ; but to no effc&, their hearts wet* 

determined upon violence. I offered my fon Afuf u} 

Dowla, whole will is dearer to me than all my riches* 

or even life, itfeif, whatever msney and good* I wai 

Ti pofleffed 
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pofleiTed £f$ but an amicable acquitment feemed nof * 
worth accepting ; he demanded the delivering up the 
fort, and the recall of the troops that were ftationcd for 
the preferving the peace of the city. To me, tumult 
and difcord appeared unneceflary. , I give up thefe 
points, upon which they fetetd my head eunticlts, 
Jewar Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, and fent them 
to Mr. Middieton, after having obliged them to fign 
a bond for fix?y lacks of rupees: They were thrown 
into prifon with fetters about their feet, and denied 
-fpod and water* I, who> had never, even in my dreams, 
experienced fuch an opprqffion, gave up all I had, to 
preferve my honour and dignity : But this would not 
Jktisfy their demands; they charged nae with a rupee 
and a half batta upon each Mohur, and on this account 
laid claims upon me to the amount of fix lacks fotne 
thoufand rupees, -and lent Major Gilpin to exa& the 
..payment. Major Gilpin, according to orders^ at firft 
was importunate ; bflt being a man bf experience, and 
of a benevolent difpofitbn, when he was convinced of 
rny tfarit of means, he changed his condu&, and was 
willing to apply to the Shroffs and Bankers to lend me 
$e money. But wiih the lofe of my Jaghires, my 
. ctedif was funk, I could not raife thre turn; at laft, 
feeling my helplefs fituatiop, I collefted my wardrobe 
and furniture, to the amount of at>out three lacks of 
rupees^ befides fifty thoufand rupees which I borrowed 
jfrom pn$ place orither, and fent, Major Gilpin vvith it 
to Lucknow. My fufferings .did not terminate here. 
The difturbances of Colonel Hannay and Mr, Gordon 
were made a pretence for feizing my jfeghire. 1 he 
IUte>ef the matter is this- When Colonel Hannay was 
Jby, Mr. Hafti^gs ordered to march to Benares during 
the troubles o/ Cheit Sing, the .Colonel, who bad plun- 
dered the whole country > was incapable of proceedings from the 
tmon of tboufahds of Zemindars, who hadjeiztd this, fa- 
vourable opportunity; they harraifed Mr. Gordon near 
Junivard, and the Zemindars, of 'that place and Acber- 

tore pppofed his march from thence, till he arrived 
ear S^nda. As the Sarida Nutta, from its over flowing* 

was 
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1vas difficult to crofs without A boat, Mr. Gordon ilnt 
to the Fouzdar to fupply him: Ha replied, the boats 
were all in the river, but would, according to ordew, 
afflft him as foori as poltible. Mr. Gordon's fituation 
would not admit of his waiting $. he ibrdfd the Nutta 
upon his Elephant*, and was hofpitably entertained and 
pfote&ed by the Fouzdar for fix days. In the mean 
time a letter was received by me from Colonel Hatonay, 
clefiring me to efcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad* As mjr 
friendfhip for the Englifh was always fineere, I readily 
complied, and fent fome companies of Nejfebs to 
efcort Mr. Gordon, and all his effects, to Fyzabad ; 
where having provided for his entertainment, I effefted 
his junttion with Colonel H^nnay. The letters of 
thanks I received from both thefe gentlemen, upon this 
occafion, are ftill in my poffeffion ; copies of which I 
gave in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to 
Mr. Middletotv, that, he might forward them to the 
Governor General. To be brief, thofe who have loaded 
me with accufations, are now clearly convicted of 
Falfehood-. But is it not extraordinary, that notwith- 
standing ftie jaftnefs of my caufe, that nobody relieves 
my misfortunes ? Why d;d Major Gilpin retyrn with- 
out effeft ? 

My prayers have been conftantly offered tp heaven 
for your arrival; report has announced it; for which 
feafon I have taken up the pen, and rcqurft you will 
not place implicit confidence in my accufers, but, 
weighing in the fcale of juftice their falfehoods and my 
reprefentations, you*will exert your influence in putting 
a period to the misfortunes with which I am over- 
whelmed. 


Cepy 
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Cbpy of a letter from Colonel Hannay h Jewdr Ally Cawn 

.- and Bahar Ally Cawn. 

i liad the pleaftire to receive ycfur friendly letter,* 
fraught with bcrievolence ; and whatever favours you, 
<ny friends, have been pleafed to confer refpe&ing Mr* 
Gordon, afforded me the gfeaieft pfeafore* 

Placing a firni reliance on your friendlhrp, t am m 
expe&atioto that the aforefaid gentleman, with his bag- 
gage, will arrive at Fyzabad in fafety, that the fame 
may oblige and afford fatisfadtoh to me» 

A letter frorh Mr. Gordon is incfofed to yro\j — I artf 
in expe&atioft of its being inclofcd in a cover to the 
Aumil of Saunda y to <he end that the Aurxiil may for- 
ward it to. the above-mentioned gentleman^ and pro- 
care his reply. Whcneyer the aniwer arrives, let it Un- 
delivered to Moolas Royv who will forward it to me* 

Always rejoice me by a few lines refpe&ing your 
hcalrh (continue to honour rne with your correfpoo- 
decwre.) 


1 


Copy 
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Copy of a Utter fro^n Golonel Hannay to Jewaf ati# Babar 

My fawn. 


£awn S*ib, my indulgent friends, remain under the 
proteQion pf Goci f . * 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindnefs, accom-v 
panied by an honorary letter from the Begum Saib, of 
exalted dignity, $nd enclofing a letter from M*> Gor- 
don, fent through your fiircarahs, obliged and re- 
joiced me f 

* • 

With refpcft to what you communicate regarding 
your not having received an anfwer to your friendly 
epiftle, I became perfeftlyaftoniihed, as a reply was 
written from Mohadree ; it may be owing tp the danger 
pf the road that it never arrived; not to thp fmalleft 
jiegleft on my fide (or of (nine.) 

I now feijd two letters to you $ one by the Dawk 
people, and the fecond by oqe of my Hircarahs (who 
wil} prefent them to you) which y o\x certainly will 
jreceive. 

I am extremely well contented and pleafed with the 
friendlhip yoq have fhewn. 

You wrote me, to remain perfeftly eafy concerning 
Mr.Qordon.— Yerily, from the kindnefs of you, my 
indulgent friends, my heart is quite eafy. You alfq 
obferyed and mentioned, that as Mr. Gordon's coming 
with thofe attached to him (probably his fepoys and 
others) might be attended with difficulty, if I ap- 
proved, he $u>qld be invited alone to Fyzabad.— My 

friends^ 
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friends, I place my expectation entirely upon your 
friendfn ps, and leayc it to y,ou to adopt the manner in 
which the faid gentleman may arrive in fecurity, with- 
out moleftation at Fyzabad; but at the fame time, let 
the pian~he fo managed that it may hot come to. the 
knowledge of any Zemindars ; in this cafe, you arc 
men of discernment. However, he is to come to 
Fy?abad ; extend your affiftancc and endeavours. , 

i 
* i 

It is probable that tfie Begum Saib, of high dignity, 
has received authentic intelligence frortft the camp at i 
Benares. Favour me with the contents or purport. | 

From Mr. Gdrdbn's letter, I understand that Mirza, 
Imaum Bakfh, whom you difpatched thither (Saunda) 
has, and ftill continues to, pay, great attention to that 
gentleman ; which affords me great plcaibre* 

An apfw.er. tpthe Beguqi's letter is to be prefented, ^ 
I alfo fend & Ipttef for Mr. Gordoq, ythkh p}etfe to | 
forward* 


A* 
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An addrefs from Colonel Hannay to the Bigum* 


«... » • » 

Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generality, &cci 
whom God preferve. 

Your exalting^ letter, fraught with grace and bene- 
volence, that through your unbounded. generofi&y and 
goodnefs was fent through grace and favour/ 1 had the 
honour to receive in a fortunate moment; and what? 
ever you were pleafed to write refpedling Mr, Gordqn, 
c that at this time the ihort T (ightcd and deluded ryots- 
c had carried their difturbances and ravages beyond all - 
6 bounds, Mr. Gordon's coming with his whole peo- 
c pie (or adherents) might be attended with difficulty; 
c and therefore, if I chofe, . he ihould be invited to 
cc come ato/ie/' Now, as your highnefs is the beft 
judge, your faithful fervant repofeth his moft unbound- * 
ed hopes and expe&ation upon your highnefs, that the 
afbrefaid Mr. Gordon may arrive at Fyzabad without 
any apprehenfion or danger. I (hall be then extremely- 
honoured and obliged. 

Confidering me in the light of a firm and faithful 
fervant, continue to honour and exalt me by your 
letters. 

What further can I fay ? 
f 


U A Ctffl: 
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A copy of' an addrefs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 

Begum- Saib, of exalted dignity and generofity, 
whom God preferve. 

After prefeming the ufual profeffions of fervitude, 
&c. in the cuftomary manner, my addrefs is prefen ted. 

Your gracious letter, in anfwer to the petition of 
your fervant from Goondah, exalted me. From the 
contents* I became unfpeakably impreffed with the 
honour it conferred. May the Almighty proteft that 
royal purity, and beftow happinefs, increafe of wealth, 
and profperity. 

The welfare of your fervant is entirely owing to your 
favour and benevolence. A few days hav$ elapfed fince 
I arrived at Goondah with the Colonel Saib* 

This is prefented for your highnefs's information. 
I cherifh hopes from your generofity, that confidering 
xne in the light of one of your fervants, always continue 
to exalt and honour me with your gracious letters. 

May the fun of profperity tontipually fhine. 


1 


Copy 
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Copy of a letter to Mabumed Jewar Ally Cawn fnd Bah at 

Ally Cawn 9 from Mr. Gordon* 

Sirs, my indulgent friends, 

Remain under, &c. &c. 

After compliments, I have the pleafure to acquaint 
you, that yefterday, having taken leave of you, I paffed 
the night at Noorgunge, and next morning about ten 
or eleven o'clock^-through your favour and benevo- 
lence, arrived fafe at Goondah. Mur Aboo Bukft, 
Zemindar, and Mur Ruftum Ally, accompanied me. 

To what extent can I prolong the praifes of you, my 
beneficent friends? May the fupreme being, for this 
benign, companionate, humane adtion, have vou in 
his keeping, and increafe your prosperity, and fpeedily 
grant me the pleafure of an interview. Until which 
time continue to favour me with friendly letters, and 
oblige me by any commands in my power to execute* 

May your wifhes be ever crowned with fuccefs ! 

My compliments, &c. ice. &c* 


Copy 
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Copy of a Utter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ally Caw* 

. a 7i d Bahar Ally Cawn. 

Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, 

Remain under the protection of the Supreme Being, 

After compliments and fignifying my earneft defire 
of an interview, I addrefs you* 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindnefs, I had 
the pleafure to receive in a propitious hour, and your- 
inexpreffible kindnefs in fending for Mur Naffer Ally 
with a force to Taunda for the purpofe of cpndu&ing 
Mr. Gordon with all his baggage, who is now arrived 
at Fyzahad. 

* ■ 

This event has afforded me the moft excefiive plea- 
fure and fatisfaftion. May the Omnipotence preferve 
you, my fleadfaft firm friends. The pen of friendlhip 
itfelf cannot fufficientty. exprefs your generofny anji 
benevolence, and that of the Begum of high (dignity; 
who fo gracipufly has interefted herfelf in this matter. 
Inclo&d is an addrefs for her, which pleafe to forward. 
I. hope from your friendfhip, until we meet, you will 
continue to honour me with an account of your health 
aod welfare, \Vhat further can I write £ 
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Revolutions in Farfuckabad 


Na. I. 

THAT a Prince called Ahrbed J£h4h, was a to 
mily amongft the moft diftinguifhed in Hindoo 
flan, and of a nation famous through that empire for 
its valour in acquiring, and its policy arid prudence 
in well governing the territories it had acquired,* 
called the Patans or Afghauns, of which the Rdhillas 
were a branch. The faid Ahmed KMn had fixed hi? 
refidence in the city of Farruckabad ; and in the firffc 
wars of this nation in India, the faid Ahmed Kh&n at- 
tached himfelf to the Company, againft Sujah Dowlah, 
then an enemy, now a . dependent on that Company* 
Ahmed KMn, towards the clofe of this life, was dif- 
poflefled of a large, part of his dominions, by the 
prevalence of the Mahratta power; but his fon, a 
minor, fucceeded to his pretenfions, and to the re- 
mainder of his dominions. The Mahrattas were ex- 
pelled by Sujah ul Dowlah, the late Vizier 1 ; who, find- 
ing a want bf the fervices of the fon arid fucceflbr o£ 
Ahmed KMn, called Muzuffer Jung, did not only 
guarahtee him in the pofleflipn • of what he then aftu* 
ally held, but engaged to reflore all the other territo- 
ries which had been occupied by the Mahfattas i and 
this was confirmed by repeated treaties and folemn 
oaths, by the late Vizier, and by the . prefent ; but 
neither the late nor the prefent Vizier fulfilled their 
engagements, or obferved their oaths; the former 
having withheld what he had ftipulated to reltore; 
and the latter, not only fubjefting him to a tribute^ 
inftead of reftoring him to what his father had uftjuftl/ 
withheld; and having made a farther invafidn, bjr 
depriving him of fifteen of his diftrids, levying thd 
tritmte of the whole on the little that remained, and 
did put the fmall remains of his territory under a fe* 
queftrator or collector appointed by Alma* AH Kh&d* 

X wha 
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ivTio did grievoufly affiidt and opprefs the prince and 
territory aforefaid. — • / . 


* * » 


II. 

That the hardfhiprof his cafe being frequently re- 
prefented to Warren Haftirigs, Efq. he did fuggeft a 
doubt, whether " That little ought to be ftill fubject 
* s to tribute/'' indicating,' that the faid tribute might 
Tbe hard and inequitable; but whatever its juftice 
might have been, that " from the earlieji periid of 
U pur connexion with the 'prefect Nabob of Oude, 
4t it had invariably continued a part of tbe funds if- 
c figned by his Excellency as a provifion for the liqui- 
* f dation of the feveral public demands of this govern- 
rc went (Calcutta) upon him ; and in corifequence of 
€C the powers the Board deemed it expedient to veil in 
** the Refident" at his Court, for the colle&ion of the 
*' Company's alignments, a Sezawall (a Sequeftrator) 
" has always been ftationed to enforce, by every means 
**" in his power, the payment of the tribute.'* And 
the faid tribute was, in confequence of this arrange- 
ment, not paid to the Nabob, but to the BritSh Re- 
sident at Oude; and the fame being therefore under 
the direction, and for the fole ule of th$ .Company, 
and indeed the Prince himfelf wholly dependent, the 
reprefentatives of the faid Company were refponfiblc 
for the protedrion of the r rince, and for the good go* 
verjimerit of the country. 

III. 
THAT the faid Warren Haftings did, on the 
3i2d of May 1780, reprefent to the Board of Calcutta 
the condition of the faid country in the following 
manner : 




* The total want of all order, regularity, or autbt- 
' rity in his government (the Farruckabad govern- 
ment) to which, among other obvious caufes, it may, 
u no* doubt, be owing, that the country of Farruck- 
u abadis* become an almoft entire wafte y without cult i- 
" vstion or inhabitants; that die capital^ which, but 

# a very 


**a very ihort time ago, was diftinguiihed as one 
*< pf the moft populous and opulent commercial cities 
" in Hindoftan, at prefent exhibits nothing but fcenes 
€C of the moft wretched poverty, defolation, and mi- 
*< fery; and that the Nabob himfelf, though in pof- 
« feffion of a traft of country, which, with only com- 
'< moa care, is notorioufly capable of yielding an an* 
** oual revenue of between thirty and forty lacks 
** (three or four hundred thoufand pounds) with no 
* c military eflablifhment to maintain, Jcarcely commanding 
** the means of bare fubjijience" And the faid Warren 
Haftings,, taking into consideration the faid ftate of the 
country and its prince, and the latter had €€ preferred 
*< frequent complaints, (which complaints the faid 
« Haftings, to that; time, did not lay before the Board, 
" a* his duty required) of the bardjhips and indigni- 
" ties to which he is fybje&ed by the cohduiSt of the 
* c Sezawall (Sequeftrator) ftationed in the country 
<c for the purpofe of levying the annual tribute, 
Cf which he is bound by treaty to pay to the Soubah 
u of Oude ;* he, the faid Warren Haftings, did de- 
clare himfelf " extremely defirous, as well from mo- 
? 4 tives of common juftice, as due regard to the rank 
" which that Chief holds among the Princes of Hindojlan, 
u of affording him relief." And he, the faid War- 
ren. Haftings, as the means of the faid relief, did, 
with the confent of the Board, order the faid native 
Sequeftator to be removed, and an Englifh Refident^ 
a fervant of the Company, to be appointed id his 
room, declaring, " he underftood a local interference 
*' to be iniijpenfably necejfary for realizing the Vizier's 
« juft demands." 

IV. 

THAT the faid native Sequeftrator being withdrawn, 
and a Refident appointed, no complaint .whatever, 
concerning the collection of the revenue, or of any 
indignities offered to the Prince of the country, or op- 
preffion of his fubjeds by the faid Refident, was made 
to the Superior Council at Calcutta; yet, the faid, 
Wajreft Haftings did, nevertheless, m a certain paper, 

X % purport* 
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purporting to be a treaty made at Chunar with 
Nabob of Oude on the 19th of September * 1781* at 
the rcqueft of the faid Nabob, confent.to an article 
therein, " That no Engliih refident be appointed to 
*' Farruckabad, and that the prefent be recalled;" and 
the faid Warren Haftings, knowing that the Nabob of 
Oude was ill affected towards the faid Nabob of Far* 
juckabad, and that he was already fuppofed to have 
opprefled him, did juftify his conduit on the princir 
pies, and iji the following words; €€ Tfyat if the 
f € Nabob, Muzuffer Jung, muft endure oppreffion, 
f* (and I dare not at this time propo/e bis total relief ) 
f € it concerns the reputation or our Government to 
*' remove our participation in it." And the faid War- 
ren Haftings making, recording, and a&ing upon 
the firft of the faid falfe and inhuman fuppofitioas, 
jnoft fcandalous to this nation ; namely, that Princes 
paying money wholly for the ufe of the Company, and 
dire&ly to its agent, for the maintenance of Britifh 
troops, by whofe force and power the faid revenue was in 
effect collefted, muft of neceffity endure oppreffion, and 
that our Government at any time dare not prppofe 
their total relief, was an high offence and mifdemea- 
por in the faid Warren Haftings ; and the rather, be- 
caufe in the faid treaty, as well as before and after, the 
.jfaid Haftings, who pretended not to dare to relieve 
thpfe opprefled by the Nabob of Oude, did afiume a 
complete authority over the laid Nabob himfelf, and 
did dare to oppefs him. 

V. 

. h 

THAT the fecond principle aflumed by the itid 
Warren Haftings, as ground for voluntarily abandon* 
ing the protection of thole whom he had before un- 
dertaken to relieve, on the file firettgtB of bis own au~ 
tboriiy, and in 'fpll confidence of the lawful foundation 
thereof, and for delivering over the perfon fo taken 
into prQte&ion, under falfe names and pretended de-i 
fcriptions, to known oppreffion ; aflerting, that the 
teputatiotf of the Company was faved by removing this 
apparent participation, >vhen the new, as well as the 
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old arrangements, were truly and fubflantially a6h of 
the* Britifh Government, was difingenuous, deceitful 
and u fed to cover unjuftifiable defigns; fince, the faid 
Warren Haftings well knew, that all oppreffions exer- 
cifed by the Nabob of Oude, were folely, and in this 
inftance particularly, upheld by Britifh force, and 
werU imputed to this nation : and becaufe he himfelf, 
in not more than three days after the execution of this 
treaty, and in virtue thereof, dire&ed the Britifh Refi- 
dent at Oude, in orders, to which be required bis moft 
. implicit obedience, " That the Miniflers (t^e Nabob of 
u Oude's Minifters) are to chqfe all aumils and col- 
u ledors of revenue with your concurrence." And 
the dishonour to the Company, in thus deceitfully con- 
curring in oppreflion, which they were able, and were 
bound, to prevent, is much aggravated by the faid 
Warren Haftings's receiving from the perfon, to whpfe 
oppreffion he had delivered the faid Prince, as a pri- 
vate gift or donation, to himfelf, and for his own ufe, 
a fum of money, amounting to one hundred thoufand 
pounds and upwards, which might give juft ground 
pf fufpicion, that the faid gift from the opprefibr to 
the perfon furrendering the perfon injured to hi* 
xnercy, might have had fome fhare in the faid criminal 
tranfa&ioiu 

VI. 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings did (in the pa- 
per juftifying the faid furrender of the Prince, put by 
himfelf under the prote&ion of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany) affert, " That it was a fa<St, that the Nabob 
* € Mua&uffer Jung (the Nabob of Farruckabad) is 
. f € equally urgent with the Nabob Vizier for the re- 
• €C nioval of a Refident," without producing, as he 
ought to have done, any document to prove his im- 
probable aflertion ; namely, his aflertion, that the op- 
prefled Prince did apply to his known enemy and op« 
preffor, the Nabob of Oude (who, if he would, was 
not able to relieve him againft the will of the Englifh 
Government) rather than to that Englifh Government 
which he mull have conceived to be more impartial, 

. to 
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to which he had made his former complaint, and 
which was alone able to relieve htm. 

VIL 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings, in the faid writ: 
ing, did farther convey an infinuation of an ambiguous, 
but, on any conftru<5tion, of a fufpicious and dangerous 
import ; viz. " It is a fad, that. Mr. Shee's (the Re- 
44 fident's ) authority over the territory of Farrucka- 
€€ bad, is in itfelf as much fubverfive of that (of fbe 
€€ lawful rulers) as that of the Vizier's Aumil (Collec- 
€i tor) ever was, and is the more opprefftye, as the 
u power from whence it is derived is greater." The 
faid aflertion proceeds upon a fuppofition of the ille- 
gality, both of the Nabob's and the Company's govern- 
ment ; all confideration of the title to authority being 
therefore on that fuppofition put out of the queftion, 
and the whole turning only upon the exercife of autho- 
rity, the faid Haftings's fuggeftion, that the opprelfion of 
Government muft be in proportion to its power* is the 
refult of a/alfe and dangerous principle, and fuch as 
it is criminal for any perfon, entrusted with the lives 
and fortunes of men, to entertain, mpch more publicly 
to profefs %4 a rule of a&ion ; as the fame hath a dU 
rc& tendency to make the new and powerful govern- 
ment of this kingdom in India, dreadful to the na-». 
tives, and odious to the world. 
. But if the : faid Warren Haftings did mean thereby 
indirectly tp> infinuate, that oppreflions had been a6fcu* 
ally esercifed linger the Britiih authority, he was 
1?ound tQ inquire into jthefe oppreflions, and to animacU 
vert on the perfon guilty of the fame, if proof thereof 
could be had ; and the more, as the authority was 
given by bimjelf, and the perfon exercifing it, was by 
himfelf alfo named. And the faid Warren. Haftings 
did, on another occafion, affert that €€ whether they 
" were well or ill founded, he never had an opportu- 
" nity tp afcertain*" But it is not trtje, that the fafcT 
Haftings did, or could, want fiich opportunity i the 
fad being, that the faid Warren Haftings did never 
$ aufe any inquiry to be made intQ ajiy fuj>pofed abufe* 
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Ruling the feid refidency ; but did give a penfion of 
/'fifteen hundred pounds a year to the faid late Refident, 
as a compenfation to him for an injury received; and 
-did afterwards promote the Refident, as a faithful fer- 
- vaat of the Company, (and nothing appears to fhew 
;him otherwife) to a judicial office of high truft; thereby 
taking away all credit from any grounds afferted or 
3nfinuated by the faid Haftings, for delivering the faid 
-Nabob of Farruckabad to the hand of a known enemy 
and oppreflbr, who had already, contrary to repeat*- 
•ed treaties, deprived him of a large part of his ter- 
ritories* 

• * . 

r VIIL 

THAT on the faid Warren Haftlngs's feprcfen- 
^ation of the tranfa&ion aforefaid to the 'Court of 
Directors, they did heavily and juftly cenfure the faid 
Warren Haftings for the fame ; and did convey their 
Cenfure. to him, recommending relief to the fuffering 
Prince, but without any order for fending a new Re- 
fident ; being, as it may be fuppofed, prevented from 
taking that ftep by the faith of the treaty made at 
Chunar. 

— ' * r 

• r 

IX. 

3THAT all the oppreffions foreieen by liim, the 
faid Warren Haftings, when he made the article afore* 
faid in the treaty of Chunar, did actually happen; for 
immediately on the removal of the Britifh Refident. 
the country of Farruckabad was fubjeded to the dif- 
cretioh of a certain native manager of revenue, called 
Almas AH Khan, who did impovcrifh and opprefs the 
cotfntry and infult the Prince, and did^deprive him of 
all fubfiftence from his own eftates ; taking from him 
even his gardens and the tombs of his anceftors; and 
the funds for maintaining the fame. 

'X. 

THAT on complaint of thofe . proceedings, thq 
faid Haftings. did, of . his own authority, andAvithou^ 
tt>n&municating with his Council, direct the native- 

collector, 
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colle&or aforefaid to be removed, and the territory 
of Farruckabad to be left to the fole management of 
its natural Prince* But in a ihort timet *fc* f*M 
Haftings, pretending to receive many complaints, pur- 
porting, that the tribute* to the Nabob remaamt 
wholly unpaid; and the agent to the Prince o£ F?a> 
ruckabad, at the Presidency, and afterwards chief 
manager to the Prince aforefaid, having, a* the faid 
Warren Haftings faith, " had the infoklace to prop** 
€i gate a report, that the interference to which his 
" mailer owed the power he then enjoyed, was pur* 
u chafed through him," he, the faid Haftings, did again 
(but as before, without the Council) withdraw his 
protection and interference altogether on or about the 
month of Auguft 1782, and did fignify hi& refla- 
tion, through the Refident Middleton, to the Nabob 
Vizier. But the faid Haflings aflerts, that, "the coo* 
" fequence of this his own fecond dereii&ion of the 
" Prince of Farruckabad, was an aggravated renewal 
of the Jrverities exercifed againft his government, 
and the re-appointment of a Sezawall, with powers 
delegated or afiumed, to the utter extinction of the 
rights of Muzuffer Jung, and actually depriving 
" him of the means of fubfiftence." And the faid 
Haftings did receive, on .the 16th of February 1783, 
from the Prince aforefaid, a bitter complaint of the 
fame, to the following tenor : 

The miferies which have fallen upon my coun* 
try, and the poverty and diftrefs whfch have been- 
" heaped upon me, by the re-appointment of the Se- 
" .zawall, are fuch, that a relation of them would, 
I am convinced, excite the ftrongeft feelings of 
compaffibn in your breaft. But it is impoffibie to 
relatg them : on one fide, my country ruined and 
f < uncultivated to a degree of defolation which exceeds 
€C all defcription; on the other, my dom^ftic concerns 
" and connexions involved in Jucb a flate of diftrefs 
cc and borror> that even the relations, the children y and 
" the wives of my father are Jtarving^ in want, of daily 
* * bread \ and are on the point of flying voluntary exiles 
4 fi from their country, and from each other " 
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Bttt although the find Haftings did, on the 1 6th -of 
February «&!« and admit the juftice of the faid 
complaint, and did not deny the urgent necefiity of re- 
drefe; the ftid 'Jtttc* containing the following fentence: 
*' if. there fliduld be unry ^W*y in your acceptance of 
c * tfait Jtfopofal, my exiftenee, and the exigence of myfa- 
" mifyi will Uteme difficult and \ doubtful £ and although 
he did admit the interference to be the more urgently 
demanded * " as the fertices of the Engliih troops 
4 * hwe been added to enforce the authority of the 
" Sezawall ;" and although he admits alio, that even 
before that time fimilar complaints and applications 
had been made ; yet he did withhold the faid letter of 
complaint, a minute of whkh'he aflerts he had, at or 
about that' time/ prepared for the relief of the fuf- 
ferer, from the Board of Council, and did not ?o much 
as pro{K>fe any thing relative to the fame for fevfcn 
months after, vifc. until the 6*h ot Gibber 1783; 
the* faid letter and* minute being, ias he afferts, * x witlh- 
beld $ froth* catties not necejfary to mention, from pre* 
ifcfttation ;" by which means the faid country and 
Prince did fuSfer a long continuance of unneceffary 
hardlhip; for which the faid'Haftings confefled it was 
his dilty to relieve them, and that a Brkifli Refident 
was neceflary at Farruckabad^ <* from a fenfe of fub- 
S€ miffion to the implied orders of the Court of Cirec- 
€€ tors,- in their letter of 1783, lately received, added 
t€ to the conviBion I have LONG SINCE entertained 
c< of the neceffity ofjucb an appointment, for the prefer- 
f € v ali on of our national credit y and the means of re- 
*' fciiing an ancient and refpeftable family from ruin,** 

* 

Arid the faid Warren Haftings did at length perform 
what he thought had long finct 'been neceffary, and in 
contradu&ibn to his engagements with the Nabob, in 
the treaty of Chunar ; and , againft his ftrong remon- 
ftirances^ urging his humiliation from this meafure, 
and the faith 6f the agreement, and againft his own 
former declaration, that it concerned the reputation of 
our Government to remove our participatiotwn the op* 
preffions which he, the faid Halting^ fuppofed-the 
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Trince 6f Farrucfcabad muft'tfndeigfr, did ohte h&ft 
recomtttend to the Council a Britifh Refident « Far- 
luckabad, and the withdrawing the native SezaWall ; 
no courfe being left to the faid Haftings to take, tftnch 
was not a violation of fome engagement, and a con* 
tradi&ion to fopie principle of juftke ^ahd policy Vy 
him ddiberatety advanced and entered on tecord. 

XL 

THAT Mr. Willes being appointed Refident, and 
having arrived at Farruckabad - on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary 1784, with inftru&ions to inquire minutely 
into the ft^te of the country and the ruling family*, 
ht; the faid Refident Willes, in obedience thereto, 
did fully explain to him the Governor General, the 
faid Warren Haftings, (he being then out of the Com- 
pany's provinces, at Lucknow, on a delegation which 
rfefpe&ed this y£ry country, as part of th© dependen- 
cies of Oude) the fituation of the province df Far- 
ruckabad; but the faid Warren Haftings did not take 
or recommend any meafure whatfoever for the relief 
th^teof, in confequence of the faid 1 eprefentatioa, rfor 
even communicate to the Council General the faid it? 
prefentation; and it "was not until the ^Bth of 'June 
1783, that is, fixteerv months from the arrival of the 
Refident at his ftation, that $&f thing was laid before 
the Board relative to the^flgulation or relief of the 
diftretled country aforefaid, and that not from the faid 1 
Warren Haftings, but' from other members of ih$ 
Council ; which purpofed negledt of duty, joined to 
the preceding wilful delay of feven months in propo- 
sing the faid Telief originally, caufed near two years 
delay. And the faftd Warren Haftings is farther cul- 
pable in not communicating to the Council Board the 
order which he had, of his own authority, and with* 
out any powers from them, given to th£ faid Refident 
Willes, and thereby prevented* them > and did thereby 
prevent them from taking ftfch fteps as might cotki^ 
tera& the ill cfitdis " of the faid order ; which • order 
purported that the fjad Willes was not to interfere 
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with the Nabob of Farruckabad's Government, for 
Xbc regulation of which he^was in effed: appointed to 
the Residency ;: declaring as follows : " I rely much 
"on your moderation afld good judgement j which I 
hope will enable yoi^ tQ regulate your condud to- 
wards the Nabob and h\% fervants in fuch a manner, 
that, without interfering if the executive part vf his go- 
vernment, you may render him eflential fetvice by 
" your council and advice" ^Vnd this reftridtion the 
faid Haftings did impofe, which totally frustrated the . 
purpoie of the Resident's million, though he well 
knew, and had. frequently dated the extreme icnbpci- 
lity and weaknefs of the faid Nabob of Farruckabad, 
and his fubje&ion to unworthy fervants. And in the 
minute of confutation, upon w^ich he founded the 
appointment, did ftate the Nabob of Farruckabad 
" as a weak and unexperienced ypung man, who had 
" abandoned himSelf entirely to the discretion of -his 
4< fervants ; and the restoration of his independence 
was followed by a total breach of the engagements 
he had promifed to fulfil, attended by pointed in- 
stances of contumacy and difrefpptt." And in the 
ija/d minute the ftid Haftings adds, (as before men- 
tioned) his principal Servant and manager had propa- 
gated a report, that the S€ interference (namely, his 
'* the (aid Haftings's interference) to which his maf- 
'* ter owed the power he then enjoyed, was purchafed 
"by him," the principal Servant aforefaidj yet he, 
the faid Haftings, who had affigned on record the cha- 
racter of the faid Nabob, and the conduct of his fer* 
vants* and the aforefaid report of his principal fer- 
vant, fo highly dishonourable to him the faid Haftings, 
as reafons for taking away the independency of the 
Nabob of Farruckabad, and the fubje&ing him rathe * 
oppreffion of the Nabob of Oude's office^ Almas 
Ali, did again himfelf eftabliSh the pretended inde- 
pendence of the faid Prince of Farruckabad, and tjie 
real independence of his corrupt and perfidious fer- 
vants, not againft the Nabob of Oude, but agaioft a J 
British Refident appointed by himfelf (* f as a ch^rac- - 
€% tcs tmitjently qualified, fox fuch a -charge") for the - 
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correftion of thofe evils, and for rendfertag the Prince 
aforefeid an ufeful ally to the Company, and reftoring 
his dominions to order and plenty. 

XIL 

THAT the faid Haftirigs did not only difable the 
Refident at Farruckabad by his faid prohibitory letter, 
but did render his very remaining at all in that ftation 
perfectly precarious by a fubfequent letter, rendering 
him liable to difmiffion by the Vizier ; thereby chang- ^ 
ing the tenure of the Refident's office, and changing 
him from a minifter of the Company, dependent on | 
the Governor General and Council,' to a dependent 
upon an unrefponfiblc power j in this alfcf afting with' 
out the Council, and by his own ufurped authority : and 
accordingly the faid Refident did declare, in his letter 
of the 24th of April 1785, " that the fituation of 
" the country was more diftrefsful than when he (the 
" Prince of Farruckabad) addrefled himfelf for relief , 
** in 1783, and that he was forry to fay that his ap- 
" , pointment at Farruckabad was of no ufe." That 
though the old tribute could not be paid,, owing to fa- 
itiine and other caufes, it was i/icreafed by a new im- 
pofition, making the whole equal the entire grojs pro- 
duce of the revenue; that therefore there will not be 
€€ any thing for the fubfifience of the Nabob and family* 9 
And the uncles 6f the faid Nabob of F&rruckabad, 
/the brethren of the late Ahmed Kh^ n > (who had ren- 
dered important fervkes to the /Company) and their ^ 
children, in a petition to the Refident., reprefemed, 
that foon after the fucceflion of Muzuffer Jung " their 
" mifery commenced. Thejaghires (lands and eftates) j 
" on which they fubfifted were difallowed. Our dif- 
u trefs is great \ we have neither clothes nor food, 
€€ Though we felt hurt at the idea of explaining our 
" fituation, yet, could we have found a mode of con- 
" veyance, we would have proceeded to Calcutta for 
redrefs. The fcafcity of grain this feafon is an ad- 
ditional misfprtune. With difficulty we fupport 
life* From your prefencfe, without th* provinces, ! 
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*f wc expefl relief. It is not the cuftom of the Com* 
f c pany to deprive the zemindars and jaghurdars of the 
" means of fubfiftence. To your juftice we look up/' 

. This being the fituation of the perfon and family of 
the Nabob of Farriickabad and his neareft relations* 
the ftate of the country^nd its capital prevented from 
all relief by the faid Warren Haftings, is defcribed in 
the following words by the Refident Willes : 

» 

" Almas Ali has taken the purgunftah of Marara at 
€e a very inadequate rent, and his Aumils have feized 
many adjacent villages : the purgunnahs of Cocut- 
mofw and Souje are conftantly plundered by his peo- 
ple. The collection of the gauts near Futty Ghur 
iC have been feized by the Vizier's Cutwal, and the 
zemindars in four purgunnahs are fo refra&ory as 
to have fortified themfe'lves in their gurries, and to 
refufe all payments of revenue. This is the ftate 
" of the purguniiahs; and Farruckabad, which was 
** once the feat of great opulence and trade, is now daily 
deferted by its inhabitants. Its walls mouldering away; 
zvithout police, without protection ; expofed to the de- 
predations of a banditti of two or three hundred robbers f 
who,, night after night, enter it for plunder, murdering 
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u all who oppofe them. The ruin that has overtaken this 
€t country is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered 

cc 


that there has been no ft ate y no /table government for many 
years* There has been the Nabob Vizier's autho- 
" rity* his rrrinifters, the Refideftts at Lucknow, the 
" Sezawajls, the camp authority, the Nabob Mu- 
••* zuffer Juog's, and that of twenty dewans or ad-, 
*' vifets. No authority fufficiently predominant to 
eftablifh any regulations for the benefit of the coun- 
try ; whilft each authority has been exerted as op- 
portunity offered for temporary purpofes.' 1 
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Such being the prefent deplorable ftate of Far- 
" ruckabad and its diftri&s, in the enfuing year it 
*' will be in vain to look for revenue, if fome regula* 
i€ tidns, eqimi to the exigency, be not adopted. The 

** whole 
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fc whole country will be divided between the neigh-* 
*' bouring powerful AptniU, the refra&ocy wmindsrs, 
€C and banditti of robbers; and the Pat^s^wHonugjhrt; 
u be made ufeful fut>je<3:s ? will fly fron^thc.'&ene of 
*' anarchy. The crifis appears now come, . that either. 
1* fome plan of govcrnmeqt ihould be rpfolved *m, fp 
" a$ to form faithful fubjefts. on the fropt?cf> or the 
** country be given up tcv its, fate ; and if it be aban- 
€€ doned, there can belittle doubt butthatthe Mahrat* 
cc tas will gladly feize on aftation fo favourable to in- 
" curfions into the Vizier's dominions, will attach to 
" their interefts the Hindoo zemindars, and poflefs 
u themfelves of forts, which, with little expence, be* 
" iog made formidable, wo^ld, give employment per-r 
u haps to the whole of out force, fliouldit ever be 
" neceffary ^>, recover theni*" .. 

THAT the Council at^Cateutta, on the reprefenta- 
tkm aforefaid, Thade by tbe~R$fident at Farruckabad^ 
did propofe and record i pUn for the better govern- 
ment or the faid country, but did delay the execution 
of the fame until the arrangements, made by the faid 
Haftings, with the Nabob Vizier ihopld be known ; 
but the faid Haftings, as far as in him lay, did entirely 
fet afide any plan that co«ld be formea for that pur- 
pofe, upon tha bafis of a Britilh Refident at Farrucka- 
bad, by engaging with the faid Nabob Vizier, that no 
British influence fhall be employed within his domi* 
nions ; and he Jias engaged to that' Prince, tiot to aban» 
don him to any other rpode of relation ; and he has in* 
formed the Court of Dire&ors, that the territories of 
the Nabpb of Oude will be ruined, if Refidents are; 
fept into them ; Qbfepving, that €€ . Refidents never will 
" be fent for any other purpofes than thofe of ven- 
" geance and corruption.'* 


XIV: 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings did declare to the 
Qmrt of Dire&ors, that, in his opinion, the mode of 

relief 


jrdicf moft effeftual, and molt lenient, with' regard to 
Farruckabad, would be to nominate one of the family 
of the Prince to fuoenntend his affairs, and to feefcre 
-the payments ; but tnis plan, which appears to be moft 
connected with the rights of the ruling family, whilft 
it provides againft the imbecility of the natural Lord, 
and is free from his objection to a Refident, is the only 
one which the faid Mailings never has executed, or 
even propofed to execute. 

. ■ • * * * - 

..... xv,. 

* • t 

« 

THAT* the faid Haftings, by the agreements afore- 
fald, has left the Company in fuch an alternative, that 
they can neither relieve the Taid Prince of Farruckabad 
from oppreffion, without a breach of the engagements 
entered into by him the faid Haftings with the Nabob 
Vi^iery ia the name of the Company, nor fiiflfer him 
to remain under the faid oppreffion without violating 
all faith, and all the rules of juftice with regard to 
him*: And the faid Haftings hath direftly made, or 
authorifed, no lefs than fix revolutions in left than five 
years, uv the aforefaid harraijfed province; by which 
frequent and rapid changes of government, all of them 
made in sontradidion to all his own declared motives 
and reafops, for the feveral afts fucceffively done and 
undone in this tranfa&ion, the diftrefles of the coun- 
try,, and the diforder?- in its adminiftratkm, bfeve been 
highly aggravated ; and in the faid irregulir: proceed- 
ings, and in the grofs and complicated violations of 
faith with all parties, the faid Haftings is guilty of 
high crimes and mifdemsanors; c 
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peftru&ion of tbe Rajah of Sahlone. 

fTp MAT the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah ul Dow- 
\ lah, did (on what reafons of policy, or pre-- 
tencesof juftice, isunjknown) difpoffefs a eertain na- 
tive perfon of diftin&ion, -or emii>ent R%fah, reading 
in the country of Sahjope, " the lineal descendant of 
" the moft powerful Hindop fjutjily m that part of 
" Hindof^an/' of bis patrimonial -eftate, and. confer- 
red the fame, or part of the. fame, on. bis {the Na- 
bob's) n^qther, as a jaghire, [or eftate]} for the term of 
her life :,apd..the Brother $f the Nabob, ia order to 
quiet the country,, a©d to i^tisfy, ip fom$ meafure, the 
principal .aftd other inhabitants, did allow and pay a 
certain penfion to the faid Rajah; which j>enfion, 6n 
the general confifcation of jaghires, (made atthein- 
jftigationof the faid Warren t^aftipgs) anfl by the let- 
ting .the, lands fo conftfeated to fencers at *adc re^ts^ 
wa& .discontinued, ^nd refijfed to be p^id ; and the difr . 
continuance o£ the jfaid penfion, " on account of the 

iC I^tfo* 12 ^ ?efp e & b^? 1 ^ 50 *h e Rajahs '(3 s iconneitions 
". with him. are fought for, an*l thought 40 confer kp~ 

<s npur, "J di^ cajife ao vniye$faV difcontent, and vio* 
lent commotions, in the ; d,ifti;i£t of Sahl^ne, and other 
parts of the province of Qude, with great confecjuent 
eflufion of blood, and interruption, if not total dis- 
continuance, to the colle&ion of the revenues in thofe 
parts, other than as the fame was irregularly, and 
with great damage to the country, enforced. by Britiflx 
troops. 

II. 

4 

T H A-T Mr. Lumfdaine, the officer employed to 
reduce thofe difordered parts of the province to fub* 
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Tniffion, after feveral advantages gained over the "Raj rfh 
-and his adherents, and expelling him from the coun- 
Ti y, did reprefeht the utter impoflibility of bringing it 
to a permanent fettlement " merely by forcible me- 
" thods ; as in any of his (the Rajah's) incurfions it 
' €€ wQuld not be necefiary to bring even a force with 
: « c hirq., as the#epiindars [landed proprietors and, fcee- 
"«* holders] are much attached to the Rajah, whom 
they confider as rtheir hereditary prince, and never 
fail to affift him-; and that his rebellion againft Go- 
" v^rnpient is npt Ipdked on as a crime/' And M^ 
Lumfdaine declared it t€ .p& his clear opinion, that the 
allowing the faid Rajah a.petrfion fuitable to his rank 
and influence in the country, to be the moil certain 
•*? mode of obtaining a permanent peace;** alledging, 
among other cogent reafons, 4 < that the expepce of the 
< c force necefiary to be employed to fubdue the coun- 
" try might be fpared, and <employ^d elfewhere; and 
*' that the people would return t<> their villages with 
■ € c their cattle and ffioBfiy ^d ^f coqrfe Government 
** have fome fequrity for the revenue, whereas ^t pre- 
" fent they have none,;" ;^d .the reprefetitation cqn- 
taining that prudept ai$ temperate counfel, ;given by 
a military man of undoubted infpnnatiop^ and perfect 
experience in the Jqc^I circuft#apces of the country, 
was tranfmitted by the Jjte(id$nt $riftow to the faid 
Warren Haftings, wjro did w£lfufy and criminally 
«mit to order any relief to the &id Rajah, in confor- 
mity to the general fenfe and wifties pf the inhabi- 
tants ; a compliance with whofe fp reafoftabje ap ex- 
pectation, his duty ip reftoqng the tranquillity of the 
country, and in retrieving ,the honour of the EngliHi 
Government, did abfolutely require. Rut, inftead of 
making fuch provifion, a price was fet upon his head ; 
and feveral bodies of Britifh troops being employed to 
purfue him, after many fkirmifhe$ and much blood- 
shed, and mutual wafte of the country, the faid Rajah, 
honoured and refpe&ed by the natives, was huntecj 
^own, and at length killed in a thicket. < 
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THAT the Court of Direftors of the Eaft-Ihdia 
Company had laid down the following funda r 
mental rules, for the condutt of fuch of the Com- 
pany's bufinefs in Bengal, as cduld be performed by 
cbntraft ; and had repeatedly and ftri&ly ordered the 
Governor and Council of Fort William to obferve 
thofe rules : viz. That all contra&s fhould be publicly 
advertifed, and the moft reafonable propofals accepted ; 
that the contracts of provifions and for fumifhing 
draught arid carriage bullocks for the army, fhould be 
annual : and, that they fhould not fail to advertife for 
and receive propofals for thofe contracts every year. 

That the faid Warrep Haftings, in direft difohedience 
to the faid pofitive orders, and, as theDireftors them- 
felves fay, by a moft deliberate breach of his duty, did, itjl 
September 1777, accept of propofals offered by Erneft 
Alexander Johnfon, for providing draught and car-? 
riage bullocks, and for victualing the Europeans, with- 
oyt advertifing for propofals, as he was expressly com^. 
manded to do, and extended the contract for three 
years, which was pofitively ordered to be annual ; and,, 
notwithftanding that extenfion qf the period, which 
ought at leaft to have tjeen compenfated by fome ad^ 
vantage to the Company in the conditions, did con- 
clude the faid contract upon terms lefs advantageous tfytn 
the preceding contract, and therefore not on the loiveft terms, 
procurable ;~i-That the f^id Warren Haftings, in de- 
fiance of the judgement and lawful orders of his fiupe- 
riors, which in this cafe left him no option, declared* 
that he disapproved of publijhing for propofals, and thai 
the coritrdfi was reduced too low already ; thereby avow- 
ing himfelf the advocate of the cbfltra&pr, againft 
whom,. a$ reprefentative of. the Company, and guar- 
dian of th^ir interefts, he properly was party, and pre^; 
ferring .tjie advantage of the Contra&or to thofe of hisi 
&m c^nftitweijts and employers ;~That tfce Court of 
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Directors of the Eaft-India Company, having carefully 
confidered the circumftances and tendency of this 
tranfadion, condemned it in the ftrdngeft terms, de- 
claring, that they would not permit the contract to be 
continued, and that, " if the Contractor fliould think 
" himfelf aggrieved, and take meafures in confe- 
€€ quence, by which the Company became involved 
in lofs or damage, they fliould Certainly hold the 
majority of the Council refponfible for fuch lofs or 
damage, and proceed againft them accordingly."— 
That the faid Warren Haftings, in defiance <$f orders, 
which, the DireSors fay, were plain and unequivocal, 
did, in January 1777, receive from George Templer, 
a propofal, eflentially different from the advertife- 
ment publiflied by the Governor General and Council 
for receiving propofals for feeding the Company's 
elephant's, and did accept thereof, not only without 
having recourfe to the proper means for afcertaining 
whether the faid propofal was the lowed that would bo. 
offered, but with another a&ually before the Board, 
nearly 30 per cent, lower than that made by the faid 
George Templer, to whom the faid Warren Haftings 
granted a contract, in the terms propofed by the laid 
Templer, for three years, and did afterwards extend 
the fame to five years, with new and diftindt condi- 
tions, accepted by the faid Warren Haftings, without 
advertifing for frefh propofals^ by which the Company 
were ve^y confiderable lofers : — On all which the Court 
of Dire&ors declared, " That this waftc of their pro- 
perty could not be permitted ; that he the faid War- 
ren Haftings, had difregarded their authority, and 
difobeyed their orders, in not taking the loweft 
offers ;" and they- ordered that the contract for ele- 
phants Ihould be annulled : and the faid Dire&ors far- 
ther declared, that " if the Contractor fliould recover 
damages of the Company for breach of engagement, 
they were determined, in fuch cafe, to inftitute a 
fuit at law againft thofe Member* of the Board 
who had prefumed, in dire& breach of theif orders 
to prefer the intereft pf an individual to that of tbo 
Company."—* That the frid Wafroft Haftiags did, *a 
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the year 17*77, conclude with •-•---" Forde, i 
contradt -for an armed veflel for the pilotage of the 
Chittigong River, and for the defence of the coaft and 
river againft the incurfions of robbers, for the term of 
five years, in farther difobedience of the* Company's 
orders refpe&ing the mode and duration of contrafts, 
*nd with a confiderabic iircreafe of expence to the 
Company :— That the farming out the defence of a 
eountry to a contractor, being* wholly unprecedented, 
and evidently abfurd, could? have no> real objed: but to 
enrich the contributor at the Company's expence ;, fince, 
either the fervice was not dangerous, and then the 
eftablifliment was totally ,unneceflary, or, if it was a 
dangerous fervice,. it was evidently tJ*e iaterefl: of the 
contractor to avoid fuch danger,, and not to hazard 
the lofs of his fliip or men, which muft be: replaced at 
his own expence, and therefore that acu active and 
faithful difcWge of the Gontra£tar*s< duty was. incom- 
patible with his intereft., 

That the faid Warren Haftings', in farther defiance 
of the Company's orders, and in breach of the efta- 
blifhed rule of their feryice, did, in the year 1777,. 
conclude a contract with the Matter and Deputy Maf- 
ter Attendant of the Company's Marine or Pilor 
fervice, for fupplying the faid marine with naval' 
ftores, and executing the faid fervice for the term of 
two years, and without advertifing for propofals : 
, That the ufe and expenditure of fuch ftores, and the 
dire&ion-of the pilot vefiels^ is under the management, 
and at the difpofitiori of the Mafter Attendant, by 
virtue of his office : that he is officially the proper 
and regular check upon the perlbn who furnifhes the 
ftores, and bound by his duty to take care that all con- 
tracts for furnifhing fuch ftores are duly and faithfully 
executed: — That the iaid Warren Haftings, by unit- 
ing, the fupply and the check in. the fame hands, did 
riot only difobey the Company's fpecific orders, and 
violate the fundamental rules and pra&ice of the fer- 
vice, but did overfet the. oalyjuft and rational princi- 
ple, on which this, and every athex fervice of a fimi- 

lar 


t '73 3 

far nature, ought to be conducted ; and did not 6ril£ 
fubje& the Company's intereft, in point of expence y 
to fraud and collufion, but did thereby expofe the na-- 
vigation of the Bengal River to manifeft Hazard and 
diftrefs ; confidering* that it is the duty of the Matter 
Attendant to take care that the pilot vefieb are con- 
ftantly ftaribned* in the roads to wait . Ae arrival of the 
Company's ihips, efpecially in tempeftuous weather, 
and that they fliould be in a conftant condition to keep 
the fea? whereas' it is manifeftly the intereft of the 
<sontra<ftor, in the firft inftance, to- equip the faidveflels 
as fcantily as poflibie, and afterwards to expofe them as» 
Kttle as poffible to any fervice in which the ftores, to 
be replaced by him, might be loft or confumed : And 
finally, that in Jutte^ 1779.fr the faid contract was pro- 
longed' to the faid Mufter Attendant, by the laid War- 
ren Haftings, for the farther period of two^ years from? 
the expiration- of the firft, without advertifing for 
propofals.*— That it does not appear that any of the 
preceding contra&s have been annulled,, or the charges? 
attending any of them abated, or that the Court o£ 
Directors have ever taken any meafures to compel the 
faid Warren Haftings to indemnify the Company, or' 
to make good any part of the lofs incurred by the faid 
contracts- 

That in the year 17^7 the faid Warreri Haftings did* 
recommend and appoiht John Belli> at that time his' 
private Secretary, to be agent for fupplying the Gar- 
rifon of Fort William with victualling fibres :• That 
the ftores were to be purchafed with money advanced 
by the Company ; and tha£ the faid Agent was to be* 
allowed a commiffion, or per centage, for his rifque and* 
trouble : That in order, tQ afcertaiir what fum- would- 
be a reafonable compenfation for the agent, the Go- 
vernor General and: Council agreed to confult fome of 
the principal merchants of Calcutta: That the mer- 
chants, foconfulted, reported their opinion, that 20 
per cent, on the prime ooft of the. ftores would be a: 
reafonable. compenfation: to the agent .£ that, neverthe- 
kfs, the faid Warren Haftings, fupported by the vote 
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aftd concurrence <if Richard BarweM, then a member 
bf the Supreme Council* did propofe and carry it r 
that 30 per cent; per annum ihould be allowed upon 
all (tores to be provided by the agent : that the faid 
Warren Haftings profeffedj that a he preferred an 
** agency to 4 contraft for this fcrvice* becaufc, if 
u it were performed by contra&> it myffc thea be ad- 
* c yertifed, and the .world would know what provi* 
u fidn was made for ths defence of the fort ;" as if 
its being, publicly known that the fort Was well pro- 
vided*t1?r defence, were likely to encourage an enemy 
to attack it.-— That in Auguft 1779, * n defiance of the 
principle laid down by himfelf for preferring an agen- 
cy to a contrad:, the faid Warren Haftings did propofe, 
and carry it, th^t the agency fhould be converted into 
a tent rail, to be granted to the faid John Belli, without 
advertifing for propofals, and fixed for the term of 
five years, " pretending that he had received frequent 
" remonftrances from the faid agent, concerning the 
" heavy ioffes and inconveniencies to which he was 
" fubje&ed.hY the indefinite terms of his agency," 
notwithitanding it appeared,, by evidence produced at 
the Board, that, on-ariupply of about 37,000/. he had 
already drawn a commiffion of 22,000/. and upwards* 
— That the faid Warren Haftings pledged . himfelf,, 
that, 4/ required by the Court of Directors, the profits 
arijingfrom the. agency jhould be paid into the Company 9 s 
treafuryy -and appropriated as the Court Jhould dire St.— 
That tbq Court of dired:ors, as foon as they were ad- 
vifed of* the firfl appointment of the faid agency, de- 
clared, that they confidered the commiffion of 20 per 
cent, as, an ample compenfation to the agent; and did 
positively order, that, according to the engagement of 
the faid Warren., Haftings, " the commiffion paid or 
to be paid to the laid agent, fhould be reduced to 
20 per. cent." — That the faid John Belli did pofi- 
tively refufe to refund any part of the profits he had. 
received, or to fubmit to a diminution of thofe which 
he was ftilt to receive ; and that the faid Warren 
Haftings has. never made good his own voluntary and 
folemn engagement -to the Court of Directors herein*: 
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above mentioned : and as his failure to perform tho 
faid engagement is a breach of faith to the Company j 
fo his performance of fuch engagement, if he had per- 
formed it, and even his offering to pledge himfelf for 
the agent, in the firft inftance, ought to be taken as 
prefumptive evidence pf a cpnneCtiqn between the fajd 
Warren Haftings aqd the faid agent, his private Secre- 
tary; which ought not' to exift between a Govetnor^ 
acting in behalf of the Company, *nd a contraCtot 
rnaking term? with fuch Governor fair the execution of 
a public fervice, . ' 

That before the expiration of the contract herein* 
before mentioned, for fqpplying the army with draught 
and carriage bullocks, granted by fhe faid Warren 
Haftings to Errieft Alexander Johnfoft for three years^ 
the faid Warren Haftings didpropoft and carry it iij 
Council, that a new contract fhoukl be made, on a new 
plan, and that an offer thereof Ihould be made to Rii 
chard Johnfon, brother and executor of the faid con- 
tractor, without advertifing for prbpofals, for the tern^j 
of five years :-^That this offer was voluntarily accepted 
by the faid Richard Johnfon, who ? at the fame time, 
defired, and obtained, that the new contracts fhouldf 
be made out ui the name of Charles Croftes, the 
Company's accountant and Sub treafurer at Fort Wil* 
Ham :— That the faid Charles Croftes offered the faid 
Richard Johnfon as one of his feciirities for the per-/ 
formance of the faid contract, whq was accepted as 
fuch by the faid Warren Haftings ; and' that, at th^ 
requeft of the faid contractor, the contract far victual- 
ling the Europeans ferving at the prefidency was added* 
to and united with that for fumifhing bullpcks, and : 
fixed for the fame peri©4 : 'that this extenfion of rhp' 
periods of the faid contracts was not compenfated by a 
diminution ip 1 the charge to he incurred by the Com- 
pany on that account, as it ought to have been j but^ 
pn the contrary, the charge was immoderately* increafr 
cd by the new contracts; infom^ch, that it was prov- 
ed, by ftatements and computations produced at the 
Board, that the mcreafe on the vi&ualling contract' 
r 'l :,i ' ' ' '' would. 
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arcould, in five years, amount to 4P&00I.; and that th« 
increafe pn the bullock contract, in the faaie period, 
"would amount to above four hundred thou f^nd pounds; 
that wfcep, this^ aod 'many other, w$jgk$ ^b)C#:ion3 
^gainfl: the terms of the faid contracts wf re urged ia 
Council to the faid Warrep JHaftinga, he. declared, 
ihat he fhould deliver a reply thereto; ,b,yt it does .not 
appear that jhe did ever dqlivy iwh reply, or*. ever 
enter into a judication of any part of His conduct ia 
this tranfa&ion. Th^t.the %&. of ^a^MHtyCQt of 1 ^73, 
by which tfce firft Governor Genera} apd £qyncil wer$ 
appointed, did exprefsly limit the (Juration of their 
office to thetermof five years, whi^h/e^gire^ii 0£to- 
i)er 1779, ai>d that the feveral cca^ra^ts^ jhyereiflr 
before mentioned, were granted .in Sfpte^nljer. -1779. 
and were made $> continue Jive ycHii.ffatfbc e^jjifa^ 
tion of the Goyernmenl^y whi$h they w$re granted j; 
that % by this anticipation, the difcretiqq : a$d j[udg;e r 
ment of the fuccee^ing governments ( refpe&iflg tne 
iubjeft matter of fuch ccwraQs, wap taken. away, arid 
any corre&ion oj irpprpyeme^nt therein, fendkred Upp 
pratticable.— That the faid JVarreij J^ftujgp might 
have been juftified by the rules and,pxaftice 4 o^ by 
the neceffity of the public fervice, in bidding the Qa r 
vernmeat by engagements to endure one year' af tor 
the « expiration of hi$ oym office ; byt on no princi- 
ples could he be juftified in extending f^ch engage- 
ments beyond the term of one year, much }ef*,ani the 
principles he has avowed, namely, " ,that it was pnly 
* € an ad: of common juftice ^n him ; tq fecure every 
s ** man conneStd with hint* a* f ar as hje legally could, 
■*' from the appreheniiqn. of future oppreffioiu — Tfcat 
the oppreffiop-, to which fuch ,apprehenfion, If real, 
snuft allude, could oqly coofift in and arife out of the 
obedience which he feared a future government 
might pay ta the orders of the Court of Directors, 
by making all contra&s. annual, and advertifing for 
propofals publicly and iftdifferently, from all peribn* 
whatever, by which, it might happen that fuch bene- 
ficial contracts would not be conftantly held by men 
ffnntBut utitb bim, the faid Warren Halting? :— that 
*' ' ' tkk 
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this declaration made by the faid Warren Haftingi^ 
combined with all the circumftances belonging to thefe 
tranfadions, leaves no room to doubt that, in difobey- 
ing the Company's orders, and betraying the truft 
repofed in him as guardian of the Company's pro 
perty, his objed was to purchafe the attachment of a 
number of individuals, and to form a party capable 
of fupporting and protecting him in return. 

r That with *he fame view, and on the fame pfingiU 
^ |>les ? it appears that exceffive, falaries and emolu- 
ments, at the Eaft-India Company's charge, and ex-* 
pen£e,'have been lavifhed by the faid Warren Haftings$ 
to fundry individuals, contrary to the general princi- 
ples of his duty, and in diredfc contradiction to the 
pofitive orders of the Court of Directors : particular- 
ly, that whereas by a refolution of the Court of Pro- 
prietor* of the Eaft-India Company, and by an inftruc- 
tion of the Court of Dire&ors, it was provided and 
exprefsly ordered, That there fhould be paid to the 
late Sir John Clav^ring " the fum of fix thoufand 
** pounds fterling per annum, in full for his fervices 
* c , as Commander in Chief, in lieu of travelling 
€C charges, and of all other advantages and emolu- 
€€ ments whatever ;" and whereas the Court of Direc- 
tors pofitively ordered that the late " Sir Eyre Coote 
" fhould receivd the fame pay, as Commander in 
"Chief of their forces in India, as was received by 
" Lieutenant-general Sir John Clavering ;" — the faid 
Warren Haftings, neverthelefs, within a very fliort; 
time after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival in Bengal, did pro- 
pofe and carry it in Council, that a. new eftablifiiment 
ihould be created for Sir Eyre Coote* by which ah 
increafe of expence would be incurred by the India 
Company to the amount of eighteen thoufand pounds 
; a year and upwards, exclufiye of and in addition to? 
his falary of ten thoufand pounds a year, provided for 
him by z& of Parliament asr a member of the Supreme 
Council, and exclufive of and in addition to his falarv 
of fix thoufand pounds a year as Copamander in Chief* 
'* "". v " - A*- ajgpointeni 


appointed for him by the Compaftyv atid txprettty 

fixed to that amount. 

« 

• That the difobedience and breach of tfuf! of ifrhicH 
the faid Warrenr Hafting9 was guilty ih this trarifac- 
iion, is highly aggravated by the following tircuitf* 
ftances conne&ed with it : that from the death of Sir 
John Clavering to the arrival of Sir Eyre Cbote in 
Bengal, the provifional command of the army had de- 
volved to, and been vefted in, Brigadier- general Giles 
Stibbert, the eldeft officer on that eftablifhtaent ; that 
in this capacity, and, as the faid Warren Haftings 
hat declared, " Handing no way diftinguifhed from 
V the other' officers of the army, but by his acciden- 
** tal fucceffion to the fir ft place on the lift," he, the 
faid Giles Stibbert, had, by the recommendation and 
procurement of the faid Warren Haftings, received 
and enjoyed a falary and other allowances to the amount 
t>f 13,854/. 12J. per annum.— That Sir Eyre Codte, 
foon after his arrival, reprefented to the Board, that 
a confiderable part of thofe allowanced, amounting to 
8,220/. 1 ox. per annum, ought to devolve to himfelf, 
as Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in 
India; and ftating, that the faid Giles Stibbert could 
ha longer be confidered as Commander in Chtef undef 
the prefidency of Fort William, made a formal de- 
hiand of" the fame. — That the faid Warren Haftings, 
inftead of reducing the allowances of the faid Giles 
Stibbert to the eflablilhment at which they flood 
during General Clavering's command, and for the 
continuance of which, after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival, 
there could be no pretence, continued the allowances 
tof thirteen thbufand eight hundred and fifty-four 
rounds twelve Ihillings per annum to the faid Gile9 
itibbert; and, at the fame time, in order to appeafe 
and fatisfy the demand of the faid Sir Eyre Coote, did 
create for him that new eftabHfhment, herein-before 
fpecified, of e?ghteen thoufand pounds per annum j 
infomuch, that inftead of the allowance of fix thoufand 
founds a year, in lieu of travelling charges and of alt emo~ 
luments and allowances, what/bever, to which the pay 
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and ^Uowwces of Commander in Chief were expxefsjjr 
lil$ite$rhy the united a& p£ the legiflatiye ap4 esecur 
tive powers of the Company, the .^nnu^l charge to be 
borne by the Company on th^t account was increafeq 
by >the fai4 Warren Raftings tp, th^e;pprmpus fum .of 
thirty -eight thqufynd two hundred and feveuteen .paund$ 
ten, Ihjlliqgs iterliag. 

TJvat on the flrft qf November 1 779, the faid War* 
Ten Hafl^nss did move and.qurry it in Council, " that 
44 the Retide^t at the Vizier's Court lhould bf ftu> 
44 niihed with an account of all the extr^-aUowancsp 
4 € and charges of the Commander ,in Chief when in the 
44 field, lyith orders t9 ^dd the fame to the.dehit of jtjie 

Vizier's pecovtot, as. a part of iris general fubiidy ; 

the' charge t 9 commence from the day on which the 

peroral fhall pais the Carunanafia, and to continue 
4t till his return to the fame line/* That this addU 
tional expence, impofed by the faid Warren Haftings 
on the VizWr, was unjaift in itfelf, and a breach of 
treaty with that Prince^ the fpecific amount , of th$ 
fubfidy to be paid by him having been fixediy a treaty^ 
to wfrich no addition could jutfly ibe made, but at the 
previous requifitiqn of t£e Vizier ; — That the Court of 
Directors, in their letter of the 18 th of O&ober, 1780, 
did condemn and prohibit the continuation of the al? 
lowances above mentioned to Sir Eyre Coote, in the fol~ 
lowing words : " Thefe allowances appear to us. in a 
44 light fo very extraordinary, and fo repugnant to th$ 
" fparit t>£ a resolution of the General Court of Prpi» 

prietprs, refpefting the allowance jnade to General 
u Covering, that we positively diredfc that they be dif- 
€< continued immediately, and no part thereof paid after 
4C the receipt of this letter/' That on the 27th of April 
ijSij the Governor General and Council, in obedience 
to the orders of the Directors, did fignify the iame t* 
the Commiffary General, as an inftrudtion to him, that 
the extraordinary allowances to Sir Eyre Copte Jbould if 
difeontinuefa and no part thereof paid after that . day : 
Xhat it appears, neverthelefs, that the faid extra allow- 
ances ^(ai^oupting to above twenty thou&nd pound? 

A a a fierling 




.... . ^ 

fterling a year) Were continued to be charged to the 
Vizier, and paid tp Sir Eyre Coote, in defiance of the 
prders of the Court of Dire&ors; in defiance of the 
confequcnt refolution of the Governor General ind 
Council ; and in contradiction to the terms of the ori- 
ginal motion, made by the faid Warren Haftiftgs, for 
adding thofe allowances to the debit of the Vizier, viz* 
€ * that, thpy fhould continue till Sir Eyre Coote's return 
f * to the Carumnaf^aw ,, That Sir Eyre Coote arrived 
at Calcutta about the ei}d of Augjuft 1780, and ftiuft 
iave eroded the Carumnafia, in his return from Oude, 
fome weeks before, when the charge on the Vizier, if 
at any time proper j ought to have ceafed. That it ap- 
pears that the faid allowances were continued to be 
charged againft the Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre Coote^ 
for three years after, even while he was ferving in the 
Carnatic, and that this was done by the fole authority 
and. private comrpaud of the faid Wkrren Haftlngs. 

* That -the Eaft-India Company, having thought pro- 
ject to create the office of .Advocate General in "Bengal, 
and to appoint Sir John Day to that office, it was re- 
ibfoe'd,- By a General Court of Proprietors, that a falary 
if~£oool. a year lhould be allowed to the faid Sir John 
Day, in full confideration of all demands and allowances 
wbatfocver for hisfervices to the Company at the Ptefidency 
cf Port William : '-—That the faid Warren Haftings, 
neverthelefsj fhortly after Sir John Day's arrival in 
Bengal, did increafe the faid Sir John Day*s falary and 
jUlowsrices to fix thousand pounds a yeaf, in direct dis- 
obedience of the refolution of the Court of Proprietors^ 
and xtf the prder of the Court of Dire&ors :— That the 
Dir^&ora, as fpon as tKey were informed of this pro- 
ceeding, declared, '?' that they held tbemfelves bound by 
*< the refolution of the General Court, and that they 
?* cauftl not allow it tp be difregarded by the Com- 
? c pinv's fervants in India ;" and ordered' that the in- 
creafea allowancesfhould be forthwith difcontinued. 

* • s S . — I #..»•. K „ ,. <... .. .- '- 

That the faid Warren Haftings, after having firft 
thought it heceffary, in obedience to tljp orders of the 
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Court of Dire&ors, to flop the extraordinary allowance 
which he bad granted to Sir John Dayi did afterwards 
Fefolve that the allowance, which had been (truck off, 
■ lhould be repaid to him, upon his figtiing an obliga- 
tion to refund the amount which he might receive, in! 
cafe the Directors Ihould confirm their former orders, 
already twice given : — That in this tranfa&ion the faid 
Warren Haftings trifled with the authority of the Com* 
pany, eluded the repeated orders of the Dire&ors, and 
expofed the Company to the rifque and uncertainty of 
recovering, at a diftant period, and perhaps by a pro- 
cess of law, a fum of money which they had politively 
ordered him not to pay. 

That, in the latter part of the year 1 776, by the death 
of Colonel Monfon, the whole power of the govern- 
ment of Fort William devolved to the Governor and x 
one member of the Council ; and that from that time 
the Governor General and Council have generally con- 
fifted of an eveo number of perfons, in confequence of 
which the calling voice of the faid Warren Haftings 
has ufually prevailed in the decifion of all queftions t 
—•That abQut the end of the year 1776 thfe 7 whole civil 
cftfchlifhment of the faid' government did hot exceed 
00^5,3991. per annum ; that in the year 1783 the laid 
civil cftablilhment had beert increafed t6 theenormous 
annual fum of 927,9451.— -Thar fucfr* increafe in the 
civil eftablilhment cfould not h£ve tafeeft place, if the 
faid Warrep Haftings, who was at the head of the Go- 
vernment, with the power annexed to the calling voice, 
had not a&ively promoted the faid increafe, which he 
had power to prevent, and which it iVa$ hi? duty to havs 
prevented ;—t That by fuch immoderate Waftc of the 
property of his employers, arid by fuch lcandalous 
breach of his fidelity to them, it was th6 intention of 
the faid Warren Haftings to gain and fedure the at- 
tachment and fupport ofa multitude of individuals, by 
nvhofe united intereft, influence, and intrigues, he hoped 
to be protected againft any future inquiry into his con- 
dud : — That it was of itfelf highly criminal in the faid 
Warren Haftings to have Co wafted the property of the 
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Eaft- India Company, and that the purpofe to be ob* 
tained by fuch wafte was a great aggravation of that 
crime. — ^hat among the various inftances of profufion, 
by which the civil eftablifhment of port William was 
increafed to the enormous annual £ura herf in-before 
mentioned, it appears that a fait office was created, of 
fix commiflioners, whole annual emoluments were as 
follow, viz. 


Prefident, 01 

• Comptroller, 

per annum 

£> 

1 8,480 

1 ft member 

*» ■• 

"» m 

m 

I3,IOO 

2d ditto, 

\ 

m m 


U,48a 

3d ditto 

•>«•■? 



*2> l H 

,4th ditto 

•* • m 

W 

• 

6 > 2 57 

^th .ditto; 

••-. n • 

•». *». 

• 

10,307 




* 

72,807 


That a Board of Revenue was created by the faid War* 
ren Haft frigs, confifting of five Commiffioners, whofe . 
annual emoluments were as follow, viz, / t 


1 ft member, per annum - 

- 

V £• IO,950 

ad ditto - 

m 

Q,IOO 

3d ditto *•. 

- 

9,100 

4th ditto •> 

* 

9,100 

^th ditto . * 

* 

9,100 
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** 


That David Anderfon, Efq,, firft member of the faid 
Board, did not execute the duties* though he received 
the emoluments, of ,the faid office ; having a&ed, for 
the greateft part of the time* as Ambaflador to Madajee 
Scindia, with a farther fa}*ry of 42,80!, a year 9 making 
in all 15,2301, a year. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did create an office 
of agent victualler to the garrifon of Fort William, 

whofe 
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whofe profits, on an average of three gears') Were 
15,970^ per annum :-— That* this agency was held by 
the Poftmafter General, who, in that capacity, received 
SL200I. a year from the Company, and who was actu- 
ally no higher than a writer in the fervice : — That the 
|>erfon who held thefe lucrative offices, viz. John 
Belli, was private fecretary to the faid Warren Haft* 
ings ? 

That the faid Warren Haftings created a nominal 
office of Refident at Goa, where the Company never 
had a Refident, nor bufinefs of any kind to tranfadt, and 
gave the faid nominal office to a perfon who was not a 
covenanted fervant of the Company, with an allowance 
of 4280I. a year. 

That thefe inftances are proofs of a criminal profu- 
fion and high breach of truft to the India Company in 
the faid Warren Haftings, under whofe government, 
and by means of whofe fpecial power, derived from the! ' 
effecft of his calling voice, all the faid wafte and profu- 
fion did take place. 

♦ 

That at the end of the year 1 780, when, as the Court 
of Directors affirm, the Company were in the utmojt dif- 
ire/s for money , and almcft every department in at rear ^ &nd 
when it appears that there was a great fcarcity and ur- 
gent want of grain at Fort St. George, the faid Warren 
Haftings did accept of a propofal made to him by 
James-Peter Auriol, then Secretary to the Council, to 
fupply the prefidency of Fort St. George with rice and! 
other articles, and did appoint the laid Auriol to be the 
agent for fupplying all the other prefidencies with thdfe 
articles :— That the faid Warren Haftings declared, that 
the intention of the appointment " was molt likely to 
cc be fulfilled by a liberal confideratiori of it," and 
therefore allowed the faid Auriol a commiffion of 1 5 
per cent, on the whole of his difburfements ; thereby 
rendering it thedireft intereft of the- ford Auriol to 
make his dilburfements as great as poffible : < — That 
the chance of capture by the enemy, or danger of the 
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fca, was to be at the rifque of the India Company, and 
not of the faid Auriol : — That the faid Warren Haft- 
ings declared personally to the faid Auriol, " that this. 
€C poft was intended as a reward for his long and faith-.- 
cc ful fervices." — That the Prefident and Council of 4 
Bombay did remonftrate againft what they called the 
enormous amount of the charges of the rice with which, 
they were fupplied, which they ftate td be nine rupees, 
a bag at Calcutta, when they themfelves could have 
contracted for its delivery at Bombay, free of all rifque 
and charges, at five rupees and three fixteenths per 
bag ; and that even at Madras, where the diftrefs and 
demand was greateft, the fupplies of grain by private 
traders charged to the Company, were nineteen per 
cent, cheaper, than that fupplied by the faid Auriol, ex- 
clufive of the rifque of the fea and of capture of the ene- 
my :•— That it is ftated by the Court of Directors, that 
the agent's commiffion on a fupply of a Jingle year (the 
faid commiffion being not only charged on the prime 
coft of the rice, but alfo on the freight and all other 
charges) would amount to pounds Iter ling twenty-iix 
thousand eight hundred and feventy- three, and by the 
faid" Auriol himfelf is admitted to amount to 18,2,921* 
*— That William Larkins, the Accbmptant General at 
Fort William, having been ordered to examine the ac- 
counts of the.faid agent, did report to the Governor 
General and Council, that he found them to be correct 
in the additions and calculations ; and that then the faid 
Larkins adds the following declaration : " The agent 
being upon honour with reipeft to the fums charged in 
his accounts for the coft of the articles fupplied, I 
did not think myfelf authorized to require any 
voucher of the fums charged for the demurrage of 
Hoops, cither as to the time of detention, or the rate 
of the charge, or of thofe for the articles loft in go* 
going down the river ; and on that ground I thought 
myfelf equally bound to admit the fums acknow- 
ledged as received for the fales of goods returned, 
without requiring vouchers of the rates at which 
'< they were fold." — That in this tranfa&ion the faid 
Warren Haft ings has been guilty of a high breach of 
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Truft and duty, in the unneceflary expenditure of the 
Company's money, and in (objecting the Company to a 
j>rofufion of expencej at all times wholly unjuftifiable, 
but particularly at the time when that expence was in- 
curred. i-~Thac the faid Warren Haftings was guilty of 
teeach-^f orders, -as well as breach of truft, in not ad- 
Vertiiiog generally for propofals ; in not contrasting in* 
cUtftrently for the fuppliea with fuch merchants ts 
might offer to furnifh them on the loweft terms; in 
.giving an enormous commiffion to an agent, and that 
commiffion not confined to the prime coft of the arti- 
cles^ but to be computed on the whole of his charges ; 
in accepting of the honour of the (aid agent as a fufficieat 
Voucher for the coft of the articles fupplied, and for all 
"changes whatever, on which his commiffion was to be 
computed; and finally, in giving a lucrative agency for 
the fuppiy of a diifcreffed and ftarving province, as a re- 
Ward to a Secretary of State, whofc labours in that ca- 
pacity ought; to have been rewarded by an avowedpub* 
lie falary, and not otherwife.— *That^ after the firft year 
of the faid agency was expired, the faid Warren Haft- 
ingfc- did agree, that for the future the commiffion- to be 
dra\Vn by the faid agent ihould be reduced to five per 
cent*, which the Governor General and Council then 
declared to be the cujiomary amount drawn by, vat chants ? 
but that, even in this reduifkion. of the commiffion, the 
faid Warren Haftings was guilty of a deception, and did 
not in faft reduce the commiffion from 15 to 5 per cent., 
having immediately after refoived that he, the agent, 
ihould be allowed the current intereft of Calcutta upon 
all his drafts on the Treafuiy from the day of , their 
dates, until they ihould be completely liquidated: 
That the legal intereft of money in .Bengal is. twelve 
|>er cent, per annum, and the currentintexsft from 8 to 
ao percent. 
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H A T, Wfcre the appointment of the Govettidt 
General and Council 6f Fort William by ad of 
Parliament, the allowances made by the Eaft-Indi'a 
Company to the Prefiderits o£ that Government were 
abundantly fiifficient; and that the faid Prefidents inl 
general, afrd the laid Warreft Haftings particularly waS 
retrained by a fpecifie covenant and indenture, which 
~he entered into with the Company, from accepting any 
'gifts, rewards, or gratuities whatfoever, on any account 
or pretence whatfpeter : — That; iff the regulating a& 
pafled in the year 1^73, which appointed the faid 
'Warren Haftings^ Efquire, Governor General of Fort 
Wijliahi in Beiigal, a (alary of 2 j>,oool. a year was efta- 
bliftied for him ; to which the Court of Dire&ots added,* 
4C that he Ihould enjoy their principal houfes, wfth the 
<€ plate arid furniture, both in town and country ^ refit- 
€C free! 7 That the fame law which created the office, 
and provided the falary pf the faid Warren Haftings, 
did expreffly> and in the cleafeft and moft comprehen- 
sive terms that could be devifed, prohibit him from re- 
ceiving any prefent, gift, or donation, in any manner, 
or on any account whatfoever ; and that the faid War- 
ren Haftings perfedtly underftood the meaning, and ac- 
knowledged the binding force of this prohibition, be- 
fore he accepted of the office to, which it was annexed: 
He knew, and had declared, that the prohibition was 
pojitive and deci/ive ; thai it Admitted neither of refinement 
cr mijconftruftion ; and that, in bis opinion, an tppofition 
^would he to incur the penalty v 

That, tib'twithftandirig the covenant^, aiid engage- 
ments above nientioned, it appears in the recorded pro- 
ceedings of the Governor General and Council of Fort 
>Wiiliafevthat ftmdry charges have been brought againft 
the laid Warren Haftings for gifts or pfefents corruptly 
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taken by bin* before the promulgation of the 3<-t of 
j 773 in India, and that thefe charges were produced at 
the Council Board, it* the prefence of the faid Warreji 
Mailings; That, in March 1775, the late Rajah Nun- 
fomar^ a native Hindoo, of the higheft cafl: in hisr reli- 
jgion, and of the higheft rank in fociety, by the offices 
\vhich he had held under the country government, did 
lay before the Cpuncil an account of various fums of 
money paid by him to the faid Warren Haftings, 
amounting to 40,0001. and upwards, for offices and 
employments corruptfy diipofed of by the faid Warren 
jHaftings, and did offer and engage to prove and efta- 
.blifhthe fajpeby Sufficient evidence ;-^-That this account 
is ftated with a minute particularity and precifion ; the 
date of each payment^ down to that of unall . fums, is 
Specified ; the various coins in which fuch payments 
Were feverally made, are diftinguifhed ; and the dif- 
ferent perfons through whofe hands the money paffed 
into thofe of the faid Warren Haftingp are named :— 
That fuch particularity on the face of fuc^a charge, 
jfuppofing it falfe, is favourable tp the party^rongfully 
accufed, and expofes the accijfer to an inftant and eafy 
flete&ion ^ , for though j as the faid Warren Haiiings 
liimfelf has obferved on another occafion, " papers may 
f c be forged ? and evidences may appear in numbers, to 
" atteft then?, yet it muft always be an eafy matter to 
deted: the falfity of any forged paper produced, by 
examining the witnefles feparately, and fubjefting 
4C them to a fubfequent crofs examination ; in which 
f e cafe, if falfe, they will not Ije able tp perfevere in pnQ 
f regular cpnfiftent ftory,?' 

Whereas, if no advantage be taken of fuch particu- 
larity in the charge to detedt the falfehood thereof, and 
if no attempt to difprove it, and np defence whatever 
be made, a preemption juftly and reafonably arifes in 
favour of the truth of fuch charge: — That the faid 
Warren Haftings, inftead of offering any thing in his 
defence, declared, that he would not fuffer Nuneomar to 
appear before the Boprd as his accufer: ^—Tihat he at- 
tempted to indict hfe faid accufer for a conspiracy, in 
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tohich he failed; and that the faid Rajah Nuncomaf 
Was foon after, and while his charge againfl: the faid 
Warren Haftings was depending before the Council, 
indi&ed upon an EnglHh penal ftatute, which does noc 
extend even to Scotland, before the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, for an offence faid to have been committed 
feveral years, before, and not capital by the laws of In- 
dia, and was condemned and executed:-— That the 
evidence of this man, not having been encountered at 
the time, when it might and ought to have been, by 
the faid Warren Haftings, remains juftly in force 
againfl: him, and is not abated by the capital punifli- 
ment of the faid Nuncomar, but rather confirmed by 
the time and circumftances in whichihe accufer of the 
faid Warren Haftings fufFered death :— That, one of 
the offices, for which a part of the money above men- 
tioned is ftated to have been paid to the faid Warren 
Haftings, was given by him to Munny Begum, the 
widow of the late Myr Jaffier, Nabob of Bengal, whofe 
fon, by another woman, holds that title at preient : — *• 
•That the faid Warren Haftings had been inftru&ed by 
the Court of Directors of the Eaft-India Company to 
appoint " a Minijier to tranfadfc the political affairs of 
" the Government, and to feledt for that purpofefome 
*' perfon well qualified for the affairs of Government^ 
€C tobe the minifter and guardian of the Nabob's mi*. 
** nority :"— That for thefe offices, and for the execu- 
tion of the feveral duties belonging to them, the faid 
• Warren Haftings felefted and appointed the faid Munny 
Beguni, a woman evidently unqualified for, and incapa^ 
ble of fuch offices, and reftrained from acting in fuel* 
capacities, by her neceffary feclufion from the world, 
and retirement in a-feraglio : — That a confiderable de- 
ficiency or embezzlement appearing in this woman's 
account of the young Nabob's ftipend, ftie voluntarily 
declared, by a writing under her feaf, that ftie had 
given 15,0001. to the laid Warren Haftings for an en- 
tertainment; which declaration correfponds with, and 
confirms that part of the charge produced by Raja 
Nuncomar, to which it relates : -^ That neither this, 
Dor any other part of the faid charge, has been at any 
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time dire&ly denied or difjputed by the faid Warren 
Haftings, though made to his face, and though he was 
repeatedly accufed by his colleagues, who wete ap- 
. pointed by Parliament at the fame time with himfelf, 
* of peculation of every fort : — That, inftead of pro- 
: moting a ftridfc inquiry into his conduct for the clear- 
ance of his innocence and honour, he did repeatedly 
endeavour to elude and ftifle all inquiry, by attempt- 
ing to diflblve the meetings o£ the Council at which 
fuch charges were produced, and by other means, and 
has not fince taken any fteps to difprove or refute the 
lame : — That the faid Warren Haftings, fo long ago 
as September 1775, affured the Court of Directors, 
4f That it was his fixed determination moft fully and 
*' liberally to explain every circumftance of his con- 
*' duft on the points on which he had been injuriously 
* c arraigned, and to afford them the cleareft convittion 
■ " of his own integrity, and of the propriety of his mo- 
** tives for declining a prefent defence of it;" and 
having never fince given to the Court of Directors any 
explanation whatever, much lefs the full and liberal 
explanation he bad prornifed fo repeatedly, has there- 
by abandoned even that late and protracted defence, 
which he himfelf ipuft have thought necefiary to be 
made at fome time or other; and which he would be' 
thought to have deferred to a period more fuitable and 
convenient than that in which the fads were recent ; 
and the impreffion of thefe, and other charges of the 
fame nature againft hufl; was frefh and unimpaired in 
fhp minds of njen, 

That on the 30th of March 1775, a member of 
the Council produced and laid before the Board a pe- 
tition from Myr £ein Abul Pheen, (formerly farmer 
of a diftridfc, and who had beep in creditable ftations) 
fetting forth, that Khan Jehan Cawn, then Phoufdar 
of .Houghly, had obtained that office from the faid 
Warren Haftings, with a falary of feventy-two thou- 
fand Sicca rupees a year ; and that the faid Pboufdar 
bud given a receipt of bribe to the patron of the city, mean- 
ing Warren Haftings, to pay him annually thirty-fix 
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thoufand rupees a year, and alfo to his banyan, Cantoo 
Baboo, four thoufand rupees a year, out of the falary 
aboye mentioned. — That by the 35th article of the in- 
ftru&ions given to the Governor General and Council, 
they are directed € * immediately tocaufe th£ ftfi&efi 
inquiry to be nladc into all oppreffions, which might 
have been committed either againft the natives or 
f c Europeans, and into all abufes that might have, pre- 
u vailed in the collection of the revenues, or any part 
€C of the civil government of tire Prefidency, and tQ 
" communicate to the Directors all information which 
f c they might be able to obtain relative thereto, or to 
? f any diffipatipn or embezzlement of ike Company's 
" money."— That the above petition and inftru&iori 
having been read in Council, it was mqved that the 
petitioner ihould be ordered to attend the next day to 
make good his charge.— That the faid Warren Hafr 
tings declared, " that it appeared to him *#q be the 
€i purpofe of the majority to make him the fole objed; 
f of their perfonal attacks. '■— That they had takeq 
** their line, and might purfue it.-r-That he Ihould 
" have other remarks to make upon this trapfa&ion • 
* c but as they would be equally "applicable to many 
?* otberr, which in the courfe of this bufinefs werq 
" likely to be brought before the Board, he ihould 
" fay no more on the fubjefi j w — and he obje&ed tQ 
the motion. — That by the preceding declaration, the 
faid Warren Haftings did admit, that many other 
charges were likely to be brought againft him, and 
that fuch charges would be of a fimifar nature to the 
firft, viz. a corrupt bargaining for the difpafal of a 
great office-, fince he declared that his remarks on that 
tranfaftion would be eqyaily applicable to the reft j 
and that, by objecting to the motion for the perfonal 
, attendance of the accufer, he refifted and difobSyed the 
Company's inftruftions; and did, as far as depended on 
his power, endeavour to obftrud and prevent all inqui4 
ry into the charge. That in fo doing, he failed in his 
duty to the Company ; he difobeyed their exprefs orders, 
and did leave the charge againft himfelf without a reply, 
and even without a denial 5 and with that unavoidable 
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Jttefufflptioii againft his innocence, which lies againft 
every perfon accufed, who not only refufes to plead; 
but, as far as his vote goes^ endeavours to prevent an 
examination of the charge, and to ftifle all inquiry into 
the truth 6f it. — That the motion having been never- 
thelefs carried, the faid Warren Haftings did, on the 
day following, declare, " that he could not fit to be 
<c confronted with fuch accufers, nor fuffer a judicial 
*' inquiry into his conduct, at the Board of which he 
* c was Prefident, and declared the meeting of the 
" Board diflblved."— That the Board continued to fit 
land examine witnefles, fervants of the Phoufdar, on 
oath and written evidence, being letters under the hand 
iand feal of the Phoufdar, all direftly tending to prove 
the charge ; viz. that out of the falary of feventy-two 
thoufand rupees a year paid by the Company, the faid 
Phoufdar received but thirty-two thoufand, and that 
the remainder was received by the faid Warren Haftings 
and his ^banyan. — That the Phoufdar, though repeat- 
fedly ordered to attend the Board, did, under various 
pretences, decline attending until the 19th of May ? 
when the letters ftated to be his, that is, under his . 
hand and feal, being ihcwn (o him, it was propofed by 
a member of the Board, that he fhould be afked, whe- 
ther he had any obje<£tion ta fwear to the truth of fuch 
anfwers as he might. make to the queftions propofed by 
the Board. — That the faid Warren Haftings objected 
to his being put td his oath. — That the queftiqn was 
hevefthelefs put to him, in confequence of arefolution 
of the Board:—- That he firft declined to fvvear, under 
pretence that it was a Matter offerious confequence to his 
.'cbaraBir to take an oath ; and, when it was finally left 
to his option, he declared, " Mean people might 
€€ fwear; but that his character would not allow him ; 
*f that he could not fwear, and had rather fubjeft 
u hiriifelf to a lofs." — That the evidence in fup- 
port of the charge being on oath, was in this manner 
left uncontradicted ; that it was admitted by the faid 
Warren Haftings, that neither Muflulmen or Hindoos 
arc forbidden by the preqepts of their religion to 
fwear. That it is not true, as the faid Warren Haf- 
tings 
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tifagS aflerfrd, that k was" repugnant to the manner* 
either of Hindoos or Muffulmeri \ and tbap if, under 
fucn pretences, the natives were to be exeqnpted from 
taking art batfi, when examined by the Governor and 
Council, all the ihaiiiries pointed out to them by the 
jCcatt^anyfs inftrudhons. might flop or be defeated.*— 
That nO valid reafon w?s; or could be affigned, why the 
laic! Ph6ufdar ftiould iiot be examined on oath ; thqt thf 
charge was not againft himfelf ; and that* if any qt*sC« 
tions had been put to him, tending to makje him ^6- 
cufe himfelf, he might hav£ declined to aiifwer thecm 
' — That, if he could have fafely fwprn to tjhe *nn$» 
cehce of the faid Warren Haftings frpjtt ,wl|QmJke 
received his employment* h£ was bound in gratitude 
as well as juftice, to the faid Warren Mayings, to fc&vfc 
eonfertted to be examinied on oath.— ?That. ndt haviog 
dorte fo, aiid having been fuppofted and abetted in, &$ 
tefufal by the faid Warren Haftings himfelfy. whoie 
character and honour were immediately at ftake, the 
whole of the evidence for the truth of the charge rev 
mains U'nahfwcred, and in full force againft the faid 
Warren Haftings, Who on this occafion recurred td;the 
declaration he. had before made to the Directors, vi$& 
*' That he would moft fully and liberally explain eve? 
<c ry circumftance of his conduft," but has never iinpe 
that time given the. Directors any explanation. whatfot 
ever of his faid conduct.— And finally, that when the 
Court of Dire&ors, in January ,1776, referred tH$ 
queftion (concerning the legality of the power aflumed* 
and repeatedly exercifed by the faid barren Haftings^ 
of diflblving the Council at his pleafure) to the latfc 
Charles Sayer^ then Standing Council of the Eaft-Iri* 
dia Company, the faid Charles Sayer declared his opi*v 
ftion in tavpur of the power ; but concerning the ufe 
and exercile of it, in the cafes jtated, did declare hi* 
opinion in the following words : " I believe he, Waf- 
" reti Haftings, is fhe firft Governor tha| 'ever jdi& 
c * folved a Council inquiring into his behaviour when 
a he was innocent/* Before He could fammoa three- 
councils, and diuolve them, he had time fully tQ cop-' 
'■.-:•■■ Met 


fidcr what would be the rcfult of fuch coadtoft, te ten* 
vrime ewy body beyond a doubt of bis confcious guilt. 

That by a refolution of a m&jorvty of the Council, 
conftituting a lawful ad of the Governor, General and 
Council, the faid Khin Jehan Khan was difmifled 
from the office of Phoufdar of Houghly,.for a con* 
tempt of the authority of the Board. — That, within a 
few weeks after the death of the late Colonel Monfon, 
the number of the Council being then even, and ali 
queftions being then determined by the Governor Ge- 
neral's cafting voice, the faid Warren Haftings did 
move* and carry it in Council, that the faid Khan Je- 
han Khln fhould be reftored to his office ; — and that 
defloration not having been preceded, accompanied, or 
followed by any explanation or defence whatsoever, or 
even by a denial of the fpecific and circumftantial 
charge of collufion with the faid Khan Jehan Khan, 
has confirmed the truth of the faid charge* 

• That, befides the fums charged to have been paid 
to the faid Warren Haftings by the faid Nuncomat, 
and Munny, Begum, .and Kh&n Jehan Khan, and be- 
fides the (urn of one hundred and ten thoufand pounds, 
already mentioned to have been accepted without hefi- 
tation by fyim as a prefent on the part of the Nabob of 
Oude aqd that of his minifters, the circumftances of 
which have been particularly reported to the Houfe of 
Commons, it appears by the confeffion of the faid War- 
ren Haftings, that he has, at different times fince the 
promulgation of the aft of 1773, received various 
other fums, contrary to the exprefs prohibition of the 
faid ad, and his own declared fenfe of the evident, 
intent and obligation thereof. — That in the month of 
June 1780, the faid Warren Haftings made to the 
Council; what he called "a very unufual tender, by 
€ * offering to exonerate the Company from the ex- 
pence of a particular meafure, and to take it upon 
him/elf; declaring that he had already depofited two 
lacks of rupees (or twenty-three thoufand pounds) 
in the hands of the Company's S^Trsalurer for 
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* that fervice."— That in a fubfequent letter, dated 
the 29th of November, 1780, he informed the Court* 
of Dire&ors, that " this money, by whatever means it 
'•''came into their goffeffion, wis mrbirown\ y \ but ha 
did not then, nor has he at any time fince, made known 
td the Court of ©ire&ors, from whom, or en what 
account, he recpiv&ed that money, as-it was'hisduty ta 
lave done iittlir firft inftance^ arid, ridtwithftandlng 
the faid Dire&ors fignified. to him their expe&atioa 
that he fliould communicate to therh "immediate in* 
•* formation of the channel &y whifch this money came 

* into his pofleffion, with a complete iliuftration of 

* the caufe or caufes of fo extraordinry an event :' — 
But, front* evidence examined in England, it has beerc 
difcovered that this money was received by the faid 
Warren Haftings from Gheyt Sing, the Itajah of Be- 
tf&fes, who was-foOh after difpoflefled of all his pro- 
perty, and dHven from his country and government 
by the laid Warren Haftings^ 


' Th a * notwithftanding tlie declaration made fcy t&e 
feifl'Warren Haftings, that he bad a&ually depofited 
the fum above mentioned in the hands of the Compa- 
ny's Sub-Treafurer for their fervice, it does, not ap- 
pear, that'* any, entry whatfoever o£ that, or any other 
** paynifcrit by thfc Governor General was made in: the 
f * treafury accounts, at or about the time," nor is there 
any trace in the Ctifrnpany's books of its being actually 
paid into their treafury. 

It appears, then^ by the confeflfon of the faid War- 
iten Haftings* that this money was received by him ; 
fcot it does not Appear that he has converted it to< the 
property and ufe of the Company. 

That in a letter from the faid Warren Haftings to 
the 'faid Court of Dire<3:ors y dated the Z2d of May, 
*7#i, but hot difpatched, a* k might and ought to 
have been at that time,, but detained and! kept bagkby 
the ftid Warren Haftings till the 16th of December 
following, he has confefled the receipt of various other 
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fiams, amounting (with that whicji he accepted from 
the Nabob of Oyde) to nearly two hundred thoufand 
pounds, which films he affirmed had been converted to 
she .Company's property through his means, but with- 
'out discovering ftpm whom, or on what account he 
received the .fame* — That, inftead of converting this 
fiioney to the Company's property, as he affirmed lie 
3iad done, fit appears that jhe h*d lei>t the greater pact 
*©f ,it ta the Cpmp»y **poji bonds bearing interefi* 
which bpnds were demoded and receded by bia>, an^* 
.for aught th^t yet appears, have aever been givmi up 
*pr cancelled. — That for another .confiderable ..part of 
*he above-mentioned fwn, 'he:has taken credit to htm- 
ielf, as for a deptffit of .his |*wn property, and there-' 
fore demandable by him f>ut *of *he Company's trea- 
sury, at his difcretio.n.—~ Thai; all fums fo lent or de>- 
ipofited are not alienated fiiam the perfon who lends or 
.depofits the fame, confequently, that the declaration 
made by the faid Warren Ha'ftings, that he had .con- 
certed the whole of thefe fums to the Company's pro- 
perty, wasnet true,; nor wpuld fuch. a transfer, if it b$d 
Jreajly bee© made, have juftified the faid Warren Haf- 
tings in originally receiving the moaey ; which heing* 
in the firft infta^ce, contrary to law, could not te rent- 
?dered legal by toy fubfequentdifpofitiQii^riappUcatioft 
chefeof; much iefs would it have justified the fai4 
Warren Haftings in delaying to mike. a difcovery $f 
ythefe tranfe&ions te the Court of Directors* mntil foe 
iiad heard -df the inquiries then begun, ai|d proceedr 
ing in Parliament, in finally making a difcovery, fuch 
as it is, in terras the moft intricate, ofofc&re, and coftr 
$radi£tory« That, inftead ef that full ai^d cjear expla- 
nation of his Gondu<9:> which the Court ^f <jDircftoi$ 
^demanded, %$d which tie faid Warren Haftifcgs was 
bound to give them, he has contented ; htfnfdf with 
telling the faid Dire&ors, that ** if this nitatter was te 
f* be expofed to the view of the public, his reafons for 
f* ading as he had done might furnifh a Variety of conr 
f* je&ures, to which it would be of little ufe to reply* 
*' That he either chofe to conceal the firft receipts from 
*' spublic cufiofity^ by receiving bonds farthermost 
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" or poflibly afited without any ftudied defigii which 
" his memory could it that diftance of tim^ verify > 
" and that he could have concealed them from their 
" eye* and that of the-public, for evdr^ -That the 
difcovery, as far as it goes, eftabliihes the guilt of the 
faid Warren Haftings, in taking money againft law. 
but does not warrant a conclufion, that he has difco- 
vered all that he may have taken* That, on the con- 
trary, fuch difcovery not being made in proper timc r 
and, when made, being imperfefly perplexed, and: 
wholly unfatisfadory, leads to a juft and reasonable 
prefumption, that other fads of the fame nature have, 
been concealed, fince thofe which he has confefled 

* might have been for ever ; and that this partial con- 
fefflon was either extorted from the faid Warren Haf- 
tings by the dread of detection, or made with a view 
of removing fufpicion, and preventing any farther in* 
quiry into his cohduft, 

• That the faid Warren Haftings, in a letter to the 
Court of Dire&brs, dated the 21ft of February, 1784, 
lias confefled his having privately received another fum 
of money, the amount of which he has not declared, 
but which, from the application he fays he has made of 
it, could not be lefs than. thirty-four thoufand pounds 
fterling.-rThat he has not informed the Directors from 
whom he received this money, at what time, nor on 
what account '; but, on the contrary, has attempted to 
juftify th£ receipt of it, which was illegal, by the ap-* 

* plication of it, which was unauthorifed and unwar* 
tamable, and which, if admitted as a reafon for re* 
ceiving money 'privately, would conftituteV precedent 
of thef moft dangerous nature to the Company's fer- 
vice*-— That in attempting to juftify the- receipt and 
application of the faid money, he has endeavoured to 
eftabliffr principles of conduit in a governor, which 
tend to fdbvert all ordfer and regularity in the conduct 
of public bufinefs, to encourage and facilitate fraud 
and corruption in all offices of pecuniary truft, and to 
defeat all inquiry into the mifcondu& of any perfon in 
*hom pecuniary truft |s repofed.~That- the faid W>r- 
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ren Haftings, rih his:ktter\abotf$ 'mentioned,' has made 
a declaration to the Court; r>f;Dire&or8 in the follow- 
ing terms z***«r<. Hiving hacboccsfion to difburfe , from 
my own cafft many Turns, wtjich, though required 
to enable me to execute -th^ duties of my ftation, I 
ipnt hitherto qmitted to enter in my public accounts, 
and myo*rn:ifortune being jbmequal to fo heavy a 
* c charge^ I haye rdblved -to reimburfe myfelf in a 
€ * rpode the moft fuitable ta the fituation of your af* 
fairs, by charging 5 the fame in my Durbar accounts 
of the prefent year, and crediting them in a fum 
privately received, and appropriated to your fervice 
cc m the fame manner with other fums received on ac- 
4C count of the honourable Company, and already car* 
< c ried to their account/'— That, at the time of wrU 
ting this letter, the faid Warren Haftings had been in 
pofleffion of the government of Fort William about 
twelve years, with a clear falary, or avowed emolu? 
ments, at no time lefs than twenty-five thoufand pounds 
fterling a year, exclufive of which* all the principal 
expences of his refidence were paid for by the Com* 
pany.— That if the fervices mentioned by him were ic^ 
quired to enable him to execute the duties of his fta* 
tion, he ought not to haye omitted to enter them in his 
public accounts, at the times when the expences were 
incurred. That if it was true, as he affirms, that 
when he firft engaged in thefe expences he had no in* 
tention to carry them to the. account of the Company* 
there was no fubfequent change in his fituation whic;h< ' 
could juftify his departing from that intention.*— ThaJt 
if hi9 own fortune, in the year. 17 84, was unequal tofo 
heavy a charge^ the ftate of his fortune, at any earlier 
period, muff have, been ftill more unequal to fo heavy 
a charge.**— That the faft fo afferted- by the faid War- 
ren Haftings leads direftly to an inference palpably 
falfe arid abfurd, viz. That the longer a Governor Ge* . 
neral holds that lucrative office, the poorer he muft 
become* — That neither would the aflcrtion, if it were 
true, nor the inference, if it were -admitted, juftify the 
tonduft avowed by the faid Warren Haftings, in re- 
folvipgf to reimburfe hipiielf- out <>f the Company's 

pro- 


property without *heir confent or knowledge.— Th*t 
the' account tranfmitted in this letter is ftiled by him- 
felf an aggregate of a contingent account of twelve years. — - 
That all contingent accounts fhould be fubmitted *<* 
thofe who ought to have an official control oyer theml 
at annual or other Ihorter periods, w order that the ex- 
pence already incurred may be checked and examined, 
iand fimilar expeoces, if difapproved of, may be pro* 
hibited in time ; that after a very long period is elapfed^ 
iall check and control oyer fuch e*pe,nqes is imprac- 
ticable; and, if it were prafticable in the prefent;in r 
ftance, would be completely ufelefs, fiixie the faid 
Warren Haftings, without waiting for the confent of 
the Directors, did refohe to reimburfe hifnfelf.^^Y\zx^ 
the condud: of the faid barren Haftings, in withhold- 
ing thefe accounts for twelve years together^ afcd fhe# 
relolying to reimburfe iiimfelf without the confent of 
his employers, has been fraudulent m the £rft inftance, 
jand, in the fecond, amounts to a denial an.d niockery of 
the authority placed oyer him by law ; a»d that he 
has thereby let a dangerous example to his fucceflbrs, 
iand tp every pian in' truft or office under him.— That 
the mode in which he has reimbuffed himfelf, is a 
crime of a much higher order ; and greatly aggravates 
whatever was already criminal in the pther parts of this 
tranfaftion. — That. *he faid ^arreh Haftings, in 4er 
ciiring that he ihould rciftiburfe himfelf, by crediting 
the Company by a fupt privately received, has acknow- 
ledged himfelf guilty of an illegal a& ? in receiving mo- 
ney privately.— That he has fuppreffed or withheld eve- 
ry particular which CQjnld throw any light on a conduct 
ifo lufpicious in a governor, as the private receipt $( 
money. — That the geperal eonfeffion of the private re- 
ceipt of a large fum in grofs, in which no circom? 
ftance of time, place, occafion, or perfpn, nor even 
the amount is fpecifie^, tends to cover or protect any 
ad: of the fame nature (as far as a general confeflion 
can protect fuch afts) which may be detected here? 
after, and which, in faft, may not fnake jjart of the 
grofs fum fo cpnfeffed, and that it tends to perplex 
and defeat ^11 inquiry iptp fuch prs&ices* — That tfie 
- ■ laid 
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laid Warre* Haftings, in ftating to' the Dire&otV t&at 
he Has refolved to reimburfe himfelf in a mode the rnofi 
fuitabk tt tbejitmtion of their affair s, viz. by receiving 
inoney privately againft law, has ftated a plrefumptioir 
highly injurious to the integrity of the laid Directors i 
viz. that they will not objedt to, or even inquire into 
any extraordinary expences incurred and charged by 
their Governors in India, provided fuch expences are 
reimburfed by money privately and illegally received, 
— Thai; he has not explained what that fituation of 
their affairs* was or could be, to which fo . dangerous' 
and corrupt a principle was or might be applied. — 
*Fhat - no evidence has beien produced to prove that it 
was true, nor any ground of argument ftated to fhew 
that it might be credible, that any native of India had 
voluntarily and gratuitoufly given money privately to' 
the faid Warren Haftings, that is, without fome prop 
pedt of a benefit in return, or fome dread 4 of his re- 
lentment, if he refufed. — That it is not a thing to be 
believed, that any native would give large fums pri- 
vately to i governor,, which he refufed to give or lend 
publicly to Government, unlefs it were to derive fome 
adequate fecret advantage from the favour y or to avoid 
fome mifchief from the enmity of fuch governor.—* 
That the lace confeffions made by the faid Warrei* 
Haftings, of money received againft law, are no proof 
that he did not originally intend to appropriate the 
fame to his own ufe, fuch confeflions having been made 
at a fufpicious moment, when, and not before, he was; 
apprized of the inquiries commenced in the Houfe of 
Commons, and when a dread of the confequence of 
thofe . inquiries might ad: upon his mind;, that fuel* 
confeflions, from the obfeure, intricate, and contradict 
tory manner in which they are made, imply guilt in ther 
faid Warren Haftings, as far as they go ; that they do 
not furnifh any colour of reafon to conclude that he 
has confefled all the money which he may have cor- 
ruptly received i but that, on the contrary, they war- 
rant a juft and reafonable prefumption, that in dif* 
covering fome part of the bribes ne has received, he* 
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That the Court of Dire&ors, when the former ac- 
counts of thefe tranfadions came before them, did flic w 
an evident difpofition not to cenfure the faid Warren 
Haftings, but to give the moft favourable conftruftion 
to his. conduct; that neverthelefs they found them-* 
felves obliged " to confefs that the ftatement of thofe 
u tranfaftions appeared to them in many parts Jo unin- 
" tclligible, that they felt themfelves under the neceffit^ 
*J of calling on the Governor General for an explana- 
" tion, agreeably to his promife voluntarily made to 

" them.* ; - l& 
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' That their letter, containing this requifition, was re- 
ceived in Bengal, in 8 t be month of Auguft 1784, and 
that the faid Warren Haftings did not embark for Eng- 
land until the 2d of February 1785, but made no reply 
to that letter before his departure, owing, as he has 
fince faid, to a variety of other more important occupations i 
*•— That, under pretence of fuch occupations, he neg- 
le&ed to transmit to the Court of Directors a copy of 
a paper, which, he fays, contained the only account he 
ever kept of the tranfa<5tion. That fuch a paper, 
or a copy of it, might have been tranfinitted, without 
interrupting other important occupations, if any could 
be more important than that of giving a clear and fatis- 
fadtory anfwer to the requifition of the Directors* 
That, fince his arrival in England, he.has written a let-* 
ter to the Chairman of that Court, profefledly in an- 
fwer to their letter above mentioned, but in fa& giving 
no explanation or fatisfa<3:ion whatfoever on the points 
Which they had declared to be unintelligible. That the 
terms of his letter are ambiguous and obfeure, fuch as 
a guilty man nught have recourfe to, in order to cover 
his guilt, but fuch as no innocent man, from whom no- 
thing was required but to clear his innocence, by giv- 
ing plain anfwers tolplain queftions, could polfibly 
have made ufe of. Tt>at in his letter of the 1 ith of 
July 1785, he fays, «« That he has been kindly ap- 
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tf prized that the information required as above was 
** yet expelled from him : That the fubmiffion, which his 
" refpedt would have enjoined him to pay to the com-' 
€ i Tnand impofed on hitrij was left t& bis recelleltion; 
** perhaps from the ftronger impreffion, which the firft' 
^ &nd diftant perufal of it liad left on his ihind, that' 
it was rather intended as" a reprehenfioii for fome-' 
thing which had given offence in'his report of the' 
original tranfadion, than as expreffive of any want 

** of a farthfef elucidation of it,*- 

• ■ . • » < 

That the faid Warren Haftihgs, in affe&ing to doubt 
whether the information expreflly required of him by 
his employers, was expedfred or not, has endeavoured 
to juftify a criminal delay and evafion in giving it. 
That, confidering the importance^ erf the fubjedfr, and 
the recent date of the command, it is not poffible that 
it could be loft to bis recolleSlioti ; much lefsis it- poffible 
that he could have underftood the fpecific demand of 
an anfwer to fpecific queftions to be intended only as a 
reprehenfion for a former offence, viz. the offence of 
%yi"th holding from the Dire&o'rs that very explanation 
which he ought to have given in tlfc firft inftiance. 
That the faid Warren Haftings, in his anfwer' to the 
faid queftions, cautioufly avoids affirming or denying 
any thing, in clear pofitive terms, and profefles to re- 
colled nothing with abfolute certainty. That he has 
not, even now, informed the Directors of the name of 
any one perfon from whom any part of the money in 
queftion was received, nor what was thef motive of any 
one perfon for giving the fame. That he has, indeed, 
declared, that his motive for lending to the Company, 
or depofiting in their treafury, in his own name, money 
which he has, in other places, declared to be their pro- 
perty, was to avoid oftentation, and that lending the 
money was the leaft liable to rejleftion ; yet, when he has 
ftated thefe and other conje&ural motives for his own 
condudfc, he declares be will hot affirm, though be is firmly 
perfuaded, that tbofe were bis fentimenis on the occafion. 
That of one thing only the faid Warren Haftings de- 
clares he \%iertam, viz. u That it was his defign ori- 
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* c ginally to have concealed the receipt of all the fums> 
4C except the fecond, even from the knowledge of the 
*5 Court of Directors; but that when fortune threw a 
€€ fum in his way of a magnitude which could not be con* 
€i cealedy and the peculiar delicacy of his fituatiou, at 
€€ the time in which he received it, made him more 
* c circumfpe£t of appearances, he cbofe to apprize his 
€€ employers of it." That the faid Warren Haftings 
informs the Directors/ that he had indorfed the bonds 
taken by him for money belonging to the Company, 
and lent by him to the Company, in order to guard 
cgainfi their becoming a claim on the Company y as part of 
bis eft ale in the event of bis death ; but he has not af- 
firmed, nor does it any where appear, that he has fur- 
rendered the {aid bonds, as he ought to have done. 
That the faid Warren Haftings, in affirming that he 
had not time to anfwer the questions put to him by the 
Directors while he was in Bengal— in not trigging 
•with him to England the documents neceffary to enable! 
him to anfwer thofe queftions, or in pretending that he 
has not brought them — in referring the Directors back 
again to Bengal for thofe documents, and for any far- 
ther information on a fubjedt on which he has given 
them no informatioa, and particularly in referring them 
back to a perfon in Bengal for a paper, which he fays 
contained the only account he ever kept of the transac- 
tion, while he himfelf profefles to doubt whether that 
paper be ftill in being, whether it be in the bands of 
that perfon, or whether that perfon can recolleS my 
thing diftinffly concerning it — has been guilty of grofs 
eyafions, and of palpable prevarication and deceit, as 
well as of contumacy and difobedience to the lawful 
' orders of the Court of Directors ; and thereby con- 
firmed all the former evidence of his having constantly 
tiled the influence of his ftation for the moft fcandalpus, 
illegal, and corrupt purpofes, , 
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No. IX. 

HAT Warren Haftings having, by his agent, 
Lauchlin Macledne, Efq. on the ioth day of 
of October, in the year 1776, " fignified to the 
" Court of Directors, his defire to refign his office of 
*' Governor General of Bengal, and requefted their 
u nomination of a fucceflbr to the vacancy which 
«' would be thereby occafioned in the Supreme Coun- 
€€ cil :" the Court of Dire&ors did thereupon defire 
i .the faid Lauchlin Macleane " to inform them of. the 

, " authority under which he a&ed in a point of fuch 

r t€ very great importance;" and the faid Lauchlin 

Macleane " fignifying thereupon his feadinefs to give 
I " the Court every poffible fatisfadfcion on that fubjedfc, 

j " but the powers with which he was intrufted by the 

! ** papers in his cuftody, being mixed with other mat- 

j * € ters of a nature extremely confidential, he would 

j i 4€ fubmit the fatne to the iiifpe&ion of ' any three of 

h * s the members of the Court :" the faid Court of Di- 

rectors empowered the Chairman, Deputy* Chairman, 
I and Richard Beecher, Efq. to infped the authorities, 

powers, and directions, with which Mr. Macleane was 
furniihed by Mr. Haftings, to make the propofitions 
contained in his letter of the ioth of Odtober 1776, 
and to report they: opinion thereon. And the faid 
Committee did accordingly, on the 23d of the faid 
month, report, " That, having conferred with Mr. 
" Macleane on the fubjedt of his letter prefented 
* " to the Court the' nth inftant, they found, that, 

<c from the purport of Mr. Haftings's inftru&ions, 
* € contained in a paper in his own hand writing, given 
" to Mr. Macleane, and produced by him to them, 
" Mr. Haftings declared, he would not continue in 
" % the government of Bengal, unlefs certain conditions, 
therein fpecified, could be obtained, of which they 
faw no probability ; and Mr. George Vanfittart had 
€€ declared to them, that he was prefent when thefe 
inftrudtions were given to Mr. Macleane, and when 
'* Mr. Haftings empowered Mr. Macleane to declare his 
* refigaation to the laid Court; that Mr. Stewart had 
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" likewife confirmed to therti, that Mr. Halting* 
t€ declared to him, that he had given directions to the 
u above purpofc by Mr. Macleane." 

And the Court of Dire&ors having received from the 
laid report^ due fatisfadion refpeding the authority 
veiled in the faid Lauchlin Macleane, to propofe the 
{aid refignation of the office of Governor General of 
Bengal, did unanimoufly refolve to accept the fame ; 
and did alfo, under powers vefted in the faid Court thfe 
by aft of the 13th year of His prefent Majefty, " no* 
" tainate and appoint Edward Wheler, Efq. to fuc- 
U€ ceed to the office in the Council of Fort William, 
in Bengal* which will become vacant by the faid 
refignation, if fuch nomination ihall be approved 
" by His Majefty :" which nomination and appoint- 
ment was afterwards in due form approved and con- 
firmed by His Majefty. 

Thit the Court of Dire&ors did* by a poftfeript to 
their general letter> dated 25th Oftober 1776, ac- 
- -quaint the Governor General and Council at Cal- 
. cutta^ of their acceptance of the faid refignation; 
of their appointment ' of Edward Wheler, Efq. to 
fill the faid vacancy, and of His Majefty's approba- 
tion of the faid appointment, together with the grounds 
of their faid proceedings ; and did tranfmit to the faid 
Governor General and Council, copies of the faid in- 
ftruments of appointment and confirmation. 

• 

That the faid difpatches from the Court of Direftors, 
were received at Calcutta, arid were read in Council 

•* on the 19th day of June, in the year "1777 ; and that 
Warren Haftings; Efq. having taken no fteps to yield 
the government to his fucceffor, General Clavfering, 
and having obferved a k profound filence on the fubjeft 

, of the faid difpatches, he, the faid General Clavering* 
did, on the next day, being the 20th of June, by a 
letter addreffed to the faid Warren Haftirigs, require 
him to furrender the keys of Fort William* and of the 

Com- 


Company's treafuries : but the faid Warren Haftings, 
did pofitively reftileto comply with the faid requifition; 
cc denying -that his office was vacated, and declaring 
u his refoiutio to aflert and maintain his authority by 
%< every legal means." 

That the faid General Clavering, conceiving, that 
the office of Governor General was vacated, by the ar- 
rival of the faid difpatches, which acquainted the 
Council General of the refignation of the faid Warren 
'Haftings, and the appointment of the faid Edward 
Wheler, Efq. ; and that he, the faid General Clavering, 
had, in confequence thereof, legally fucceeded, under 
•the provisions of the aft of the 13th year of His pre- 
sent Majefty's reign, to" the faid office of Governor 
General, become vacant in the manner aforefaid ; did, 
in virtue thereof, iflue, in his own name, fummonfes 
to Richard Barwell, Efq* and Philip. Francis, Efq. 
members of the Council, to attend the fame ; and in 
the prefence of the faid Philip Francis, Efq. who 
obeyed the faid fummons, did take the oaths as Go- 
vernor General, and did fit and prefide in Council as 
Governor General, and prepared feveral adts and re- 
folutions in the faid capacity of Governor General; 
and did, amongft other things, prepare a proclama- 
tion to be made of his faid fucceffion to the. govern- 
ment, -and of its commencing from the date of the 
faid proclamation ; but did not carry any of the adls^or 
refolutions fo prepared into execution. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did, notw it h {landing 
thereof, and in purfuance of his refolution, to aflert 
end maintain his authority, illegally and unjuftifiably 
ibmmon the Council to meet in another department* 
and did fit and prefide therein, apart from the faid 
General Clavering and his Council ; and in conjun&ioa 
with Richard Barwell, Elq. who concurred therein; 
iffued fundry orders, and did fundry adts of govern- 
ment belonging to the office of Governor General ; 
and, amongft others, did order feveral letters to 
be written in the name of, the Governor General . and 
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•Council, and did fubfcribe the fame, to the Com- 
mandant of the Garrifon of Fort William ; and to the 
commanding Officer at Barrackpore ; and to the com- 
manding Officers at the other ftation&; and alfo to the 
Provincial Councils, and Colle&ors in the provinces ; 
enjoining them feverally " to obey no orders, except- 
c< ing fuch as fhould be figned by the faid Warren 
u Haftings, or a majority of his Council." 

That the faid Warren Haftings did, by the faid pro- 
ceedings, which were contrary both to law and to good 
faith, conftitute a double government, thereby deftroy- 
ing and annihilating all government whatever; and, 
by his faid orders to the military officers, did prepare 
for open refiftance by arms, expofing thereby the fet- 
tlement and all the inhabitants* fubjedts of, or depen* 
dent on, the Britiih Government, whether native or 
European, not only to political diftraftions, but to 
the horrors of civil war ; and did, by expofing the di«* 
vifions and weaknefs of the Supreme Government, and 
thereby loofening the obedience of the provinces, 
fliake the whole foundation of Britiih authority, and 
imminently endanger the exiftence of the Britiih na- 
tion in India. 

- That the faid evils were averted only by the "mddera* 
tion of the faid General Clavering, and Philip Francis, 
Efq* in confenting to a reference, and fubmitting to 
the deciiion of the Judges of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, although they entertained no doubts them- 
felves on the legality of their proceedings, and the va* 
liditjf of General Covering's inftant right to the chair; 
&nd although they were not in any way bound by law 
to confult the faid Judges, who had no legal or judi* 
cial authority therein, in virtue of their offices, or as 
a Court of Juftice; but were confuked, and iflterpofed 
their advice only as individuals, by the voluntary re- 
ference of the parties in the faid difpute. And the 
faid Warren Haftings, by his declaration, entered in 
minutes of Council, "that it was his determination to 
<' abide by the opinion of the Judges," and by the 
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measures he had previously taken as aforefaid, to' en* 
force the fame by arms, did rifque all the daagerous 
confequences above mentioned; which muft have taken 
place, if the faid General Qavering, and Philip Fn*n- 
cis, Efq. had not been more tender of the public in- 
terefts, and lefs tenacious of their own rights, and had 
perfifted in their claim, as they were by law iotitled to 
do, the extra-judicial interpofition of the Judges not- 
withftanding ; and from which claim they receded only 
from their defire to preferve the peaca of the fettle-, 
ment, and to prevent the mifchiefs which the illegal 
refiftagce of the faid Warrep Haftings would ptherwife 
infallibly have occafionecU 

That after the faid Judges had delivered their opi- 
nion, " That the place and office of Governor Gene- 
" ral of this Prefidency, had not yet been vacated 
" by Warren Haftings, and that the a&ual affump- 
€€ tion of the government, by the member of the 
** Council, next in fucceffion to Mr. Haftings, in con- 
f€ fequence pf any deduction which could be made 
*' from the papers communicated to them > would be 
" abfolutely illegal." And after the faid General Cla- < 
yering, and Philip Francis, 'Efq. had fignified to the 
faid Warren Haftings, by a letter dated, the 21ft of 
June, " their intention to acquiefce in th$ faid opi- 
f nion of the Judges ;" and when the differences in 
the Supreme Cpuncil were by thefe means compofed, 
and the calamities confequent thereon were avpicfed, » 
tbe faid Warren Haftings, and Richard Barwell, Eft}, 
did once psore endanger the public peace and fecurifcy, 
lay other illegal, unwarrantable, and unprovoked ads 
pf violence ; having omitted to fummon either the fafid 
General Clavering, or the faid Philip Francis, Efq. 
to Council ; and having, in a Council held thus pri- 
vately and clandeftinely, and contrary to law, or^ 
the 22d day of June, come to the following rcfohi^ 
turns, viz. 

€€ Refolved, — That by the faid afts, orders, and 
fj declarations of Lieutenant-general John Clavering, 
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€c recited in the foregoing papers £ meaning the pro- 
€€ ceedings of General Clavefing, in his feparate 
*' Council on the 20th of June] he has aftualty 
u ufurped and aflumed, and taken pofieffion of the 
€€ place and office of Governor General of the Prefi- 
€€ dency of Fort William in Bengal, granted by the 
u aft of the 13th of His prefent Majefty to Warren 
" Haftings, Efq. ; 


u Refolved, — That Lieutenant-general John Cla- 
cc vering has thereby relinquished, refigned, furren~ 
" dered, and vacated, the office of Senior Counfellor 
" of Fort William in Bengal, 

€€ Refolved, — That Lieutenant-general John Cla^ 
u vering has thereby relinquifhed, refigned, furren^ 
€€ dered, and vacated his place of Commander In 
" Chief of the Company's forces in India* 

€f Refolved, — That Richard Barwell, Efq. by vir- 
ct tue of the faid aft of Parliament, and by the deatfy 
€C of the Honourable George Monfon, Efq. is pro- 
" moted to the office of Senior Counfellor of the Pre^ 

fidency of Fort William in Bengal, in confequence 

of the faid relinquifhment, refignatioi}, furrender a 

and vacation of General Clavering. 

" Refolved, — That the office of Commander in 
* c Chief of the Company's forces in India, by the re- 
<c linquifhment, refignation, fur render, and vaca- 
** tion, of General Clavering, and by the death of 
u the Honourable George Monfon, Efq. does no 
c * longer exift. 
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u Refolved, — That, for the prefervation of the 
legality of our proceedings, Lieutenant-general 
John Clavering be* not in future fummoned or ad- 

" mitted as a member of the Governor General and 

" Council." 

And 
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And the faid Warren Haftings and Richard Barwell, 
Efq. did again fit in Council on the next day, being 
the 23d of June, without fummoning either General 
Clavering, or Philip Francis, Efq.; and did come tp 
feveral other refolutions, and make feveral orders, 
contrary to law or juftice, and inconfiftent with the 
tranquillity and the fccurity of the fettlement ; that is 
to fay, they ordered their fecretary €€ to notify to Ger 
" neraL Clavering that the Board had declared his 
* 6 offices of Senior Counfellor and Commander in Chief 
to be vacant ; and to fumifti him with a copy of 
thefe proceedings, containing the grounds of the 
" Board for the aforefaid declaration." 




And they ordered extracts of the faid proceedings 
4i to be iflued in General orders, with letters to all 
*' the provincial councils and military ftations, direc- 
46 ting them to publifh the fame in general orders :" 
aixd they refolved, " That all military returns be made 
ff to the Governor General and Council, in their mi* 
" litary department, until a Commander in Chief ihall 
" be appointed by the Company." 

That on the day following, that is to fay, on the 
24th of June, the faid Warren Haftings did again 
omit to fummon General Clavering to Council, and 
did again,' tQgether with Richard Barwell, Efq. who 
concurred therein, adhere to and confirm the faid ille- 
gal refolutions come to on the two former days, de- 
claring " that they could not be retradted but by the 
prefent authority of the law, or by future on 
ders from home ;" and aggravating the guilt of the 
faid unjuftifiable adts, by declaring, as the faid War- 
ren Haftings did, " that they were not the precipitate 
effe&s of an inftant and paffionate impulfe, but the 
fruits of long and moft temperate deliberations, of 
<c inevitable neceffity, of the ftri&eft fenfe of public 
4€ duty, and of a convi<5tion equal in its impreffion on 
4f hU mind to abfolute certainty," 

■ 
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That the faid Warren Haftings was the lefs excufab(c 
in this obftinate adherence to his former unjufl pro- 
ceedings, as the faid declarations were made in anfwer 
to a motion made by Philip Francis, Efq* for the re- 
verfal of the faid proceedings, and to a minute intro- 
ducing the faid motion; in which Mr. Francis fet 
forth, in a clear and forcible manner, and in terms 
with which the Court of Dire&ors have fince declared 
their entire concurrence, both the extreme danger and 
the illegality and invalidity of the faid proceedings of 
Warren Haftings and Richard Barwell, Efq. conclud- 
ing the faid minute by the following conciliatory der 
claration : " And, that this falutary motion may not 
be impeded by any idea or fufpicion that General 
Clavering may do any adt inconfiftent with the ac- 
quiescence which both he and I have avowed in the 
decifion of the judges, I will undertake to anfwer 
€€ for him in this refpeft ; or that, if he ihould depart 
" from the true fpirit and meaning of that acquief- 
" cence, I will hot be a pafty with him in fuch pro* 
€€ ceedings." 

That the faid Warren Haftings could not plead ig- 
norance of the law in excqfe for the faid illegal adts, 
as it appears, from the proceedings of the four pre- 
ceding days, that he was well acquainted with the 
tenure by which the members of the Council held their 
offices under the adt of the 13th of His prefent Ma- 
jefty, and had ftated the fame as a ground for retaining 
his own office, contrary to an exprefs declaration of 
the Court of Directors, and an inftrument under the 
fign manual of His Majefty : and the Judges of, the 
Supreme Court,' in their reafons for their decifion in 
his favour, had ffiated the provifions in the faid ad, 
fo far as they related to the matter in difpute; from 
which it appeared, that there were but four grounds 
oA which tne office of any member of the Council 
could be vacated ; namely, death, removal, refignation, 
or promotion. And as the a& confined the power of 
remQval to " ^is Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, 
** uppn reprefentation made &y the Court of Direc- 
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€€ tors of the faid United Company for the tlrt** 
44 being ;" and conferred no fuch power on the Go- 
vernor General, or a majority of the Council, ,to re- 
move, on any ground, or for any caufe whatever, 
one of their colleagues ; fo, granting the claim of Ge- 
neral Clavering to the chair, and his ads done in 
furtherance thereof, to have been illegal and criminal 
in whatever degree, yet it did not furnifh to the reft 
of the Council any ground to remove him from his 
office of counfellor, under the provifions of the faid 
a& ; and thfcre could therefore remain only his refig- 
nation or promotion, as a poffible means of vacating 
his faid office* But with regard to the promotion of 
General Clavering to the office of Governor General^ 
although he claimed it himfelf, yet, as Mr. Haftingf 
did not admit it, and as, in fadt, it was even receded 
from by General Clavering, it could not be confider* 
ed, at lead by Mr. Haftings, as a valid ground fojf 
vacating his office of fenior counfellor, fince the aft 
requires for that purpofe, not a rejefted claim; but 
an adtuai and effectual promotion ; and General Cla- 
vering's office of Counfellor could no more be va- 
cated by fuch a naked claim, unfupported and dif- 
allowed, than the feat of a member of the Houfe of 
Commons could be vacated, and a new writ ifTued 
to fupply the vacancy, by his claim to the office of 
Reward of the Chiltern Hundreds, when His Majefty 
has refufed to appoint him to the faid office. And 
with regard to refignation, although the faid War- 
ren Haftings, as a colour to his illegal refolutions, 
had affe&edly introduced the word "refigned/'amongft 
thofe of " relinquifhed, furrendered, and vacated," yet 
he well knew that, General Clavering had made no 
ofter nor declaration of his refignation of his offices 
of Senior Counfellor and Commander in Chief; and 
that he did not claim the office of Governor General 
on the ground of any fuch refignation made by him- 
fulf, but on the ground of a refignation made by the 
faid Warren Haftings; which refignation the faid 
Warren Haftings did not admit ; and the ufe of the 
lerm refigned, on that occafion, was therefore a ma* 
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riffeft and a wilful mtfconftruftidn -and mifapplica- 
tion of the words of the aft of His prefent Majefty,' 
And fuch mifinterpretation and falfe cxtenfion of the 
term of refignation was the more indecent in the fard 
Warren Haftings, as he was at the fame mofnent 
difavowing and refufing to give efleft to his own 
clear and exprefs refignation, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the word, as ufed in the faid 
aft, made by his agent, duly authorized and inftrufted 
by himfelf fo to do, to an authority competent to re- 
ceive and accept the fame. 

That although the faid Warren Haftings did aftet- 
wards recede from the faid illegal meafures, in com- 
pliance with the opinion and advice of the judges 
again interpofed, and did thereby avoid the guilt of 
fuch farther afts, and the blame of fuch farther evils, 
as muft have been confequent on a perfiftance therein ; 
yet he was, neverthelefs, ftill guilty of the illegal 
afts above defcribed ; and the fame are great crimes 
and mifdemeanors. 

That, although the Judges did decide that the of- 
fice of Governor General, held by the faid Warren 
Haftings, was not if Jo Jaffo, and inftanter, vacated by 
the arrival of the faid difpatches and documents, 
tranfmitted by the Court of Direftors ; and did con- 
fider the faid confequences of the refignation as await- 
ing fome future aft or event for its complete and ef^r 
feftual operation; yet the faid judges did not de- 
clare any opinion on the ultimate invalidity of the 
faid afts of Lauchlin Macleane, Efq. as not being 
binding on his principal, Warren Haftings, Efq. nor 
did they declare any opinion, that the obligation of 
the faid refignation was not from the beginning con- 
clufive and effeftual, although its operation was, from 
the neceffity of the cafe, on account of the diftance 
between England and India, to take place only in fu- 
ture ; or that the faid refignation made by Lauchlin 
Macleane, Efq. was only an offer or propofal of a re- 
fignation to be made at fome future and indefinite 
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period, or a mere intimation of the defire of Warren 
Haftings, Efq. to refi^n at fome future and indefinite 
period, and that the laid refignation, notwithftanding 
the acceptance thereof by the Court of Directors, and 
the regular appointment and confirmation of a fuc- 
cefibr, was Hill to remain optional in the faid Warren 
Haftings, to be ratified or departed from at his future 
choice or pleafure : nor did the faid Judges pro- 
nounce, nor do any of their reafonings which accom- 
panied their decifion tend to cftablilh it as their opi- 
nion, that even the time for ratifying and completing 
the faid tranfadtion was to be at the fole difcretion of 
the laid Warren Haftings ; but they only delivered 
their opinion, as aforefaid, that his faid office " has 
€c not yet been vacated, and (therefore) that the aftual 
w affumption of the Government by the member of 
49 .the Council next in fucceflion was (in the adtual 
*' circumftances, and rebus fie ftantibus) illegal." 

That the faid Warren Haftings. does no where him- 
felf contend, that the faid refignation was not abfo* 
lute, but optional, according to the true meaning 
and undcrftanding of the parties in England, and fo 
far as the adts of Lauchlin Macleane, Efq; and the 
Court of Diredtors, were binding on him ; but, on 
the contrary, he grounds his refufal to complete the 
fame, not on any interpretation of the words in which 
the faid refignation, and the other inftruments afore- 
i|iid, were conceived, but rather on a difavowal (not 
diredt indeed, but implied) of his faid agent, and of 
the powers under which the faid agent had claimed to 
adt in his behalf. Neither did the faid Warren Haf- 
tings ground his faid refufal on any objection- to the 
particular day, or period, or circumftances, in which 
the requifition of General Clavering was made; nor 
accompany the faid refufal with any qualification in 
that refpedt, or with any intimation that he would 
at any future or more convenient feafon, comply with 
the fame; although fuch an intimation might pro- 
tably have induced General Clavering to wave an 
inftant and immediate claim to the chair, and might, 
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therefore* have prevented the diftra&ions which hapl 
pened, and the greater evils which impended, in con- 
fequence of the faid claim of General Clavering, and 
the faid refufal of Warren Haftings, Efq; but the 
faid Warren Haltings did, on the contrary, exprefs 
his faid refufal in fuch general and unqualified terms, 
as intimated an intention to refill abfolutely and alto- 
gether, both then and at any future time, the faid 
Tequifition of General Clavering. And the iubfequent 
proceedings of the faid Warren Haftings do all con- 
cur in proving that fuch was his intention : for he 
did afterwards, in conformity to the advice of th&> 
Judges, move a refolution in Council, " That all| l 
4S parties be placed ii) the fame fituation in whichr 
4€ they flood before the receipt of the laft advices 
€C from England ; referving and fubmitting to a de«% 
" cifion in England, the refpeftive claims that eaclv 
€C party may conceive they have a right to malce^ 
€t but not afting upon .thofe claims till fuch decifion 
•' lhall arrive in Bengal ;" thereby clearly and expli- 
citly declaring, that it was not his intention to furren- 
der the government until fuch decifion fhould arrive 
in Bengal, which could not be expeded in lefs time 
than a year and a half after the date of the faid refo- 
lution ; and thereby clearly and explicitly declaring* 
that he did not confider his refignation as binding for 
the prefent. And the faid intention was manifefted, 
if poffible, (till more dire&ly and exprefsly, in a let- 
ter written by the faid Warren Haftings to the Court 
of Directors, dated the 15th of Auguft 1777, being 
almoft two months after the receipt of the faid dis- 
patches; in which the faid Warren Haftings declares, 
that ". he did not hold, himfelf bound by the notifi- 
" cation made by Mr. Macleane, nor by any of the 
" a<£t$ confequent of it." 

That, fuch appearing to have been the intention of 
the faid Warren Haftings, General Clavering was juf- 
tified in immediately affuming the Government, with* 
out waiting for any future aft of the faid Warren Hak 
tings for the aftual furrender of the faid Government^ 

none 
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none fuch beiftg likely to happen ; and Philip Francis* 
Efq. was juftified in fupporting General Clavering in 
the fame, on the foundeft principles of juftice, and on 
a maxim received in courts of equity, namely, That 
no one lhall avail himfelf of his own wrong ; and that, 
if any one refufe or negleft to perform that which he 
is bound to do, the rights of others (hall not be pre- 
judiced thereby, but fuch a&s lhall be deemed and re- 
puted to have been actually performed, and all the 
confequences lhall be enforced, which would have fol- 
lowed from fuch afiual performance; and therefore 
the refolutions moved and voted in Council by the faid 
Warren Haftings, declaring the offices of General 
Clavering to be vacant, were not only illegal, in as 
much as the faid Warren Haftings had no authority to 
warrant fuch a declaration, even on the fuppofition of 
the ads of General Clavering being contrary to law ; 
but the faid refolutions were farther highly culpable 
and criminal, in as much as the faid afts done by Ge- 
neral Clavering, which were made the pretence of that 
proceeding, were ftri&ly regular and legal. 

That the refufal of the faid Warren Haftings to ra- 
tify the faid refignation, and his difavowal of the faid 
Lauchlin Macleane, his agent, is not juftified by any 
thing contained in his faid letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated on the 15th of Auguft, 1777, the faid 
Warren Haftings no where dire&ly and pofitively af« 
ferting that the faid Lauchlin Macjdean? was not his 
agent, and had not both full and general powers, and 
eyen particular inftrudtipns, fpr this; very aft, although 
the faid Warren Haftings ufes many indirect and or*' 
cuitous, but inefficient and inapplicable, infinuations 
to that effedt. And the faid letter does, on the con- 
trary, contain a clear and exprefs avowal that the faid 
Lauchlin Macleane was his confidential agent, and that 
in that capacity he a&ed throughout, and particularly 
in this fpecial matter, with zeal and fidelity. And the 
faid tetter does farther admit, in effeft, the inftruc- 
tions produced by the*fai4 Lauchlin Macleane, Efq, 
cpnftrmed by Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. Stewart, and re-* 

lied 
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lied on' and confided in by the Court of Drredtors, . by 
which the faid Lauchlin Macleane appeared to be fpe- 
cially empowered to declare the faid . resignation ; the 
words of the faid inftru&ion being as follow : " That 
" he (Mr. Haftings) will not continue in the Govern- 
" merit of Bengal, unlefs certain conditions therein fpe- 
u cified can be obtained :" and the words of the faid 
letter being as follow : u What I myfelf know with 
certainty, or can recolledt at this diftance of time, 
concerning the powers and inftru&ions which were 
given to Meflrs. Macleane and Graham, when they 
" undertook to be my agents in England, I will ch> 
cumftantially relate. 
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" I am in pofleffion of two papers which were pre- 
sented to thole gentlemen at the time of their de- 
parture from Bengal -, one of which comprifes four 
ihort propositions, which I required as the conditions 
of my being confirmed in this Government" 


And although the faid Warren Haftings does here 
artfully fomewhat change the words of his written in- 
ftruftions (and which, having in his pofleffion, he 
might as eafily have given verbatim) to other words 
which may appear lefs explicit, yet they are, in fad:, 
capable of only the fame meaning ; for as,- at the time 
of giving the faid inftruftions to his agents, he was in 
full poffeflion of his office, he could want ao confir- 
mation therein, except his own ; and, in fuch circum- 
fiances, " to require certain things, as the condition of 
*'- his being confirmed in his Government " is tantamount 
*to a declaration, €S that he will not continue in his Go- 
c '• vemment unlefs thofe conditions can be obtained" And 
the faid attempt at prevarication eanierve its author the 
lefs, as either both fentences have one and the fame 
meaning, or, if their meaning be different, the ori- 
ginal inftruttions, in his own hand writing, or, in other 
words, the thing. itf^lf, muft be preferred as evidence 
of its contents, to a loofe ftatement of its : purport, 
founded perhaps on a loofe recollection of ic.at ft great; 
diftance of time. 

That 
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That the faid refufal of Warren Hidings, Efq. was 
a breach of faith with the Court of Directors and His 
Majefty's Minifters in England, as the faid refignation 
was not merely a voluntary offer, without any confede- 
ration, and therefore fubjeft to be recalled or retracted 
at the pleafure of the faid Warren Haftings, but ought 
rather to be confidered as having been the refult of a 
negotiation carried on between Mr. Macleane, for the 
benefit of Warren Haftings, Efq. on the one hand, 
and by the Court of Directors, for the interefts of the 
Company, on the other : which view of the tranfac- 
tiqh will appear the more probable, when it is confi- 
dered that, at the time of the faid refignation, a drift 
inquiry had been carrying on, by the Court of Direc- 
tors, into the conduct of the faid Warren Haftings ; 
and the Solicitor and Counfel to the Company* and 
other eminent Counfel, had given it as their opinions, 
on cafes ftated to them, that there were grounds for 
fuing the faid Warren Haftings in the courts of law 
and equity, and that the Company would be entitled 
to recover in the faid fuits againft Warren Haftings, 
Efq. feveral very large fums of money, taken by him 
in his ofiice of Governor General, contrary to law, and 
in breach of his covenants, and of his duty to the 
Company and the Public ; and the Court of Directors 
had alfo come to various fevere refolutions of cenfure 
againft the faid Warren Haftings, and, amongft others, 
•to a refolution to recal the faid Warren Haftings, and 
remove him from his office of Governor General, to 
anfwer for fiindry great crimes and delinquencies by 
him committed in his faid office. 

And, on thefe accounts, it appears probable/ that 
the faid refig;nation was tendered and accepted/ as a 
confideration for Ibme beneficial conceffions made in 
confequence thereof to the faid Warren Haftings, in 
his faid dangerous and defperate condition. 

And the faid refufal was alfo an aft of great difre- 
fpeft to the Court of Direftors, and to His Majefty ; 
and, by rendering abortive their faid meafures, fo- 

F f lemnly 
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lemnly and deliberately taken, and ratified and con- 
firmed by His Majefty, tended to bring the authority 
of the Court of Directors, and of His Majefty, into 
contempt. 

And the faid refufal was an injury to General Co- 
vering. 

And was alfo, or might have been, a great injury to 
Edward Wheler, Efq. 

And was an aft of iignal treachery to Lauchlin Mac* 
leane, Efq. ; as alfo to Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. Stewart, 
whofe honours and veracity were thereby brought into 
queftion, doubt, and fufpicioa. 

And the faid refufal was prejudicial to the affairs of 
the fervants of the Company in India, by (haking the 
confidence to be placed in their agents by thofe per* 
fans with whom it might be for their' interefts to nego- 
tiate on any matter of importance, and by thus fub* 
jefting the communication of pcrfons abroad with 
thofe at home to difficulties pot known before. 


THE END, 
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No. X, 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings, in the yea* 
1777, did grant to the Surgeon General a con- 
trad for three years, for defraying every kind of 
hofpital and medicinal expence — not only in breach of 
the general orders of the Court of Directors with fe- 
fpe& to the duration of contracts, but in diredfc oppofi- 
tion to a particular order of the Court of Directors, of 
the 30th of March 1774, when they dire&ed, " that 
" the furgeon fliould not be permitted to enjoy any 
€€ emolument arifing from his being concerned in diet-* 
iC ing the patients ; and that the occupations of fur- 
" geon and contractor fliould be forthwith feparated/' 
That the faid eontrad: was in itfelf highly improper* 
and inconfiftent with the good of the fervice ; as i,t af- 
forded the greateft temptation to abufe, and eftablifti a 
pecuniary intereft in the Surgeon General, contrary ta 
the duties of his ftation and profeffion* 


No. XL 


np HAT the Governor General and Council at ftfct 
I William did, on the motion and recommendation 
or Warren Haftings, Efquire, enter into a contrrffc 
with Archibald Frazsr, Efquire, on the j6th of April 
1778, for the repairs of the pools and banks in the pro- 
vince of Byrdwan, for two years* at ther^te pf izq,qq0 
Sicca Rupees for the firft year, and 80,000 rupees for 
the fecond yean 

G g That 
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That on the 19th of December 1778, the faid War- 
ren Haftings did farther perfuade the Supreme Council 
to prolong the term of the above contract with Archi- 
bald Frazer for the fpace of three years more, on the 
fame cdnditions ; namely, the payment of 80,600 Sicca 
rupees for each year. To which was added, a petmif- 
iion to Mr, Frazer to make dobunds, or fpecial repairs, 
whenever he fhould judge them neceflary, at the charge 
of Government. 

That the faidjcontra&s, both in the manner of their 
acceptance by the Supreme Council, without having 
previoufly advertifed for propofals, and in thejwttent of 
their duration, were made in direct violated® of the 
fpecial orders of the Court of Directors. 

* 

That fo far from - any advantage having been ob- 
tained for the Company in the terms of thefe contracts, 

.in con fi deration of the length of time for which they 
were to continue, the expence of Government upon this 

.article was increafed by thefe engagements to a very 
great amount. 

That it appears that this contraft had been held for 
fome years before by the Rajah of Burdwan, at the 
rate of 25,000-mpees per annum. 

That the fuperintendant of Poolbundy repairs, after 
an accurate and diligent furvey of the Bunds and Pools, 
and the Provincial Council of Burdwan, upon the beft 
v information they could procure, had delivered it as 
their opinion to the Governor General and Council, be* 
fojre the faid agreement was entered into, that after the 
heavy expence, (ftated in Mr. Kinlock's eftimate, viz. 
119,405 Sicca rupees,) if difburfed as they recom- 
mended, the charge in future feafons would be greatly 
reduced; and after one thorough and effectual repair > they 
conceived a /mall annual expence would be fuffithqt to keep 
the bunds up> and prevent their going to decay. 

That 
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^That whatever extraordinary and* unufual damage* 
the pools and bunds might have fuftained, either from 
the negled of the Rajah's officers, or from the violence 
of the then late rains, and the torrents thereby occa- 
fioned, to juftify the expence of the fjrfl: year, yet as 
they were all considered and included in the eftimate 
for that year, there could be no pretence for allowing 
and continuing fo large and burdenfpme a payment as 
80,000 rupees per ann\gn, for the four fucceeding 
years. 

• That the faid Wajrren Haftings did, in his minutes 
of the 13th of 'February 1778, himfelf fupport that 
opinion, in the comparison to be made between Mr, 
Thomfon's propofals of undertaking the fame fervice for 
60,000 rupees a year, for nine years, and the terms of 
Mr. Frazer's contra&s j preferring the latter, becaufe 
thefe were M to effed: a complete repair, which could 
* c hardly be concluded in one feafdn, and the fubfe- 
*< quent expence would be but trifling." 

Not with (landing which, the faid Warren Haftings 
urged and prevailed upon the Council to allow in the 
fjrft year the full anjount propofed by Mr. Kinjock i» 
his eftimate of the neceflary repairs, and did bur4en the 
Company with what he muft have deemed to be for the 
greater part an ujineceffary expence of 80,000 rupees 
per annum, for four yearst 

That the permiffion granted to Mr. Frazet to make 
dobunds, or new and additional embankments of the old 
ones, whenever he fhould judge them neceflary, at the 
charge of Government, (the faid charge tQ be verified 
by the oath of the feid Frazer, without any voucher,) 
was a power very much to be fufpedtedj and very im- 
proper to be entrufted to a contractor, who had already 
covenanted to keep the old pools in perfedt repair, and- 
tp conftrudt new ones wherever the old pools had been 
broken down and waihed away, or where the courfe of 
tjie rivers might have rendered new ones neceflary, in 

(}g 2 ' ponfideratiorj 
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tohMttMiofi of the great fuffl* flipulated to be paid to 
him by the Government, 

That the grant of the foregoing contra&s, and the 
permiffion afterwards annexed to the fecond of the faid 
grants, become much more reprehenfible from a con- 
sideration of the circumftance§ of the perfon to whom 
fuch a grant was made. 

That the due performance pf the fervice required !o * 
cal knowledge and experience, which the faid Archi- 
bald Frazer, Deing an officer in the Supreme Court ftf 
Juftice, could not have pofleffed, 


No. XII. 


THAT it appears that the opium produced lx\ 
Bengal and Bahar is a considerable and lucrative 
article in the export trade pf thofe provinces ; that the 
Whole produce has been for many years monopolized, 
either by individuals, or by the Government ; that the 
Court of Dire&ors of the Eaft-India Company, in con-r 
lideration of the hardfhip impofed on the native owners 
and cultivators of the lands, who were deprived pf their 
natural right of dealing with many competitors, and 
compelled to fell the produce of their labour to a 
iingte monopolift, did authorize the Governor General 
and Council to give up that commodity as an article 
of commerce. 

That while the faid commodity continued to be ^ 
monopoly for the benefit of Government, and managed 
by a contractor, the cpntra&s for providing it were 
fubjeft to the Company's fundamental regulation, 

napiely, 
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namely, to be put up to au&ion, and difpofed of to the 
beft bidder; and that the Company particularly or- 
dered, that the commodity, when provided, fhould be 
configned to the Board of Trade, who were direded to 
<iifpofe thereof by public auction. 

That in May 1777 the faid Warren Haftings granted 
to John Mackenzie a contradt for the provifion of 
j&pium, to continue three years, and without advertifing 
for propofals ; that this tranfadion was condemned by 
the Court of Directors, notwithftanding a claufe had 
been inferred in that contraft, by which it was left open 
to the Court of Directors to annul the fame at the expi- 
ration of the firft or fecond year. 

That, about the end of the year 1780, the faid War- 
ren Haftings, in contradiction to the order above men- 
tioned, did take away the fale of the opium from the 
Board of Trade, though he difclaimed, at the iarae 
time, any intention of implying a cen/ure on tbei* manage- 
ment* 

That, in March 1781, the faid Warren Haftings did 
grant to Stephen Sulivan, fon of Lawrence Sulivan,. 
chirman of the Court of Directors of the Eaft-India 
Cotppany, a contrad: for the provifion of opium, with- 
out advertifing for propofals, and without even receiv- 
ing any written propofals from him the faid Sulivan ; 
that he granted this contract for four years, and, at the 
reqqeft of the faid Sulivan, did omit that claufe which 
was inferted in the preceding contract, and by which it 
was rendered liable to be determined by orders from the 
Company ; the fajd Warren Haftings declaring, con- 
trary to truth, that fuch claufe was now unneceflary, as 
$:he Direftors bad approved the contract. 

That the laid Sulivan had been but a few months in 
]8engal when the above contract was given to him ; 
fhat he was a ftranger to the country, and to all the local 
commerce thereof, and therefore* unqualified for the 
jiianagement of fuch \ concern; and that .the faid 
-■• ' * - Sulivan, 
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Sulivan, inftead of executing the contract himfelfj 
did, fliortly after obtaining the fame, affigp it over to 
John Benn and others ; and, in confideration of fuch 
aflignment, did receive from the faid Benn a great fum 
of money. 

That, from the preceding fa&s, as well as from fun- 
dry other circumftances of reftri&ions taken off, (par- 
ticularly by abolifhing the office of infpe&or into the 
quality of the opium,) and of beneficial claufes intro- 
duced, it appears that the faid Warren Haftings gave 
this contraS to the faid Stephen Sulivan, in contradic- 
tion to the orders of the Court of Directors, and with- 
out any regard to the interefts of the India Company, 
for the fole purpofe of creating an inftant fortune for 
the faid Sulivan at the expence of the India Company, 
without any claim of fcrvice or pretence of merit on 
his part, and without any apparent motive whatever, 
except that of fecuring or rewarding the attachment 
and fupport of his father, Laurence Sulivan, a perfoi* 
of great authority and influence in the direction of the 
Company's affairs, and notorioufly attached to and con- 
ne&ed with the laid Warren Haftings. 

That the faid Stephen Sulivan neither pofleffed, nor 
pretended to poflefs, any ikill in the bufinefs of his 
contract ; that he exerted no induftry, nor Ihewed, or 
could ihew, any exa&nefs in the performance of it ; 
fince he immediately fold the contract for a furn of 
money to another perfon (for the fole purpofe of which 
fale, it muft be prefumed, the fame was given ;) by 
which perfon another profit was to be made ; and by 
that perfon the fame was again fold to a third,, by whom 
a third profit was to be made* 

That the faid Warren Haftings, at the very time 
when he engaged the Company in a contract for en- 
groffing the whtfle of the opium produced in Bengal 
and Bahar in the enfuing four years, on terms of fuch 
exorbitant profit to the contra&ar, affirmed, that 

there was little profpeft Qf felling the opium in Bengal 

" at 
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at a reafonable price ; and that it was but natural to 
fuppofe that the price of opium would fall, from 
the demand being leffened" — That, in a letter dated 
the 5th of May 1781, he informed the Directors, 
That, owing to the indifferent ftate of the markets 
laft feafon to the eaftward, and the very enhanced 
rates of infurance which the war had occafioned, 
they had not been able to difpofe of the opium of 
< c the prefent year to fo great an advantage as they ex- 
** peded ; and that more than one half of it remained 
€ *. ftill in their warehoufes." — That the faid Warren 
Haftings was guilty of a manifeft breach of truft to his 
conftituents and his employers, in monopolizing for 
their pretended ufe an article of commerce, for which he 
declared no purcbafers had offered, and that there was lit~ 
tie profpeft of any offering ; and the price of which, he 
faid, it was but natural to fuppofe Would fall* That the 
faid Warren Haftings having, by his own ad, loaded 
the Company with a commodity, for which, either in 
the ordinary and regular courfe of public au&ion, or 
even by private contract, there was, as he affirmed, rio 
fale, did, under pretence of finding a market for the 
fame;, engage the Company in an enterprize of great 
and certain expence, fubjed: to a manifeft rifque, and 
full of difgrace to the Eaft-India Company ; not only 
in their political character, as a great fovereign power, 
in India ; but in their commercial charader, as an emi- 
nent and refpe&able body of merchants : and that the 
execution of this enterprize was accompaaied with 
fundry other engagements with other perfons ; in all 
of which the Company's intereft was conftantly facri- 
ficed to that of individuals favoured by the faid War* 
ren Haftings. 

That the faid Warren Haftings firft engage^ in a 
fcheme to export one thoufand four hundred and fixty 
chefts of opium, on the Company's account, on board a. 
ihip -belonging to Cudbert Thornhill; half of which 
was to be difpofed of in a coafting voyage, and the re- 
mainder in Canton. — That, befides the freight and com- 
miffion payable to the faid Thornhill, on this adven- 
ture, 
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ture, twelve pieces of cannon belonging to the Com- 
pany were lent for arming the fhip ; though his origi- 
nal propofal was, that the fhip fhould be armed at his 
cxpence.— That this part or the adventure depending 
for its fuccefs on a prudent and fortunate management 
of various fales and re-fales, in the courfe of a circui- 
tous voyage ; and being expofed to fuch rifque both of 
fea and enemy, that all private traders had declined 
to be concerned in it; was particularly unfit for a 
great trading Company, and could not be undertaken 
on their account with any rational profpeft of advan- 
tage. 

That the faid Warren Haftings foon after engaged in 
another* fcheme for exporting two thoufand chefts of 
opium direCtly to China, on the Company's account* 
and for that purpofe accepted of ai* offer made by 
Henry Watfon, the Company's chief engineer, to con- 
vey the fame in a veffel of his own, and to deliver it 
to the Company's fupra cargoes. — That, after the offer 
of the faid Henry Watfon had been acceplted, a letter 
from him was produced at the Board, in which he de- 
clared*, that he was unable to equip the fhip with a 
proper number of cannon, and requefted that he might 
be furnifhed with thirty-fix guns from the Company's 
ftores at Madras; with which requeft the Board com- 
plied, — That it appears that George Williamfoo, the 
Company's auctioneer at Calcutta, having complained 
that, by this mode of exporting the opium, which ufed 
to be fold by public auCtion, he loft his commiffion as 
auctioneer, the Board allowed him to draw a commif- 
fion of one per cent, on all the opium which had been 
or was to be exported. — That it appears that the con- 
tractor for opium (whofe proper duties and emolu- 
ments, as contractor, ended with the delivery of the 
opium) was alfo allowed to draw a commiffion on the 
opium then fliipping on the Company's account ; but 
for what reafon, or on what pretence, does not appear* 

* 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in order to pay the 
fekt Stephen Sulivan in advance for the opium fur- 

niftied, 
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nifeed, Or to be formfted, by hip; *n the firft. year of 
his cot>tra$, did borrow the fum ef twenty l^cks q£ 
rupees, at eight per cent., or 2oo>qoqJL fterli^g, to b& 
repaid by drafts to be drawn on the Company by their 
fqpra cargoes in China, provide^ the opium configned 
tp them fhould arrive fate ; but that if the adventure 
failed, whether by the )ofs qf the fhips or Qt her wife, 
the fubfcribers to the above loan were to be repaid their 
capital and intereft out of the Company's treafury in 
Bengal* 

That the faid Warren Haftings, having in this man- 
per purchafed a commodity, for which he faid there 
Was no fale, and paid for it with money which he was 
obliged to barrow at a high ifctereft, was ftill more cri- 
minal in his attempt, or pretended plan, a to introduce it 
clandeftinely into China. That the importation of 
Qpium into China is forbidden by the Cbinefe Govern- 
ment ; that the opium, on feizure, is burnt ; the veiftl, 
that imports it, confifcated ; and the Chinefe, in whofe 
pofleffion it may be found for fale^ puni&ed with 
death. 

That the Governor General and Council were well 
aware of the exiftence of thefe prohibitions and penal- 
ties; and did therefore inform the fupra cargoes in 
China, that the ihip, belonging to the faid Henry Wat- 
fon, would enter the river at China as an armed ihip, 
and would not be reported as Scaring a cargo of opium. 
that being a contraband trade. — That of the abo.ve two 
ihips, the firft, belonging to Cudbert Thornbijl, was 
taken by the French ; and that the fecond, arriving in 
China, did oecafion much. embarraflment and diftref* 
to the Company's fupra cargoes there, who had been 
prcvioufly confuted on the formation of the. plan, aji4 
were expofedto great difficulty and hazard in the exe- 
cution of their part of it. That the Ihip was delayed, 
2t a demurrage of an hundred dollars a day, fpr up- 
wards of three months, waiting in vain for % better 
market. — The faftory eftimate the lojs to the Company, 
including port charges, demurrage, and factory charges 

H h allowed 
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allowed the Captain, at fixty-nine thoufand nine hurt* 
dred and ninety-three dollars, or* about twenty thou- 
sands pounds fterling> 

That the Company's fedtory ate Gun*, aftfcr' ftating 
the foregoing fa&s tothe Court of Directors, conclude 
with the following general observation thereon >— " 0» 
" a review of thefc circumftances^ with the extrava- 
*< gant and unufu&l tenm of the freight,- demurrage,- 
fa&ory charges, &c. &c» we cannot help being of 
opinion, that private confiderations have been Suf- 
fered to' interfere too muck for any benefit that may 
have been intended to the honourable Company^ 
We hope for the honourable Court's approbation of 
our conduct in this affair. The novelty and nature? 
of the confignments have been the fource of much 
trouble and anxiety ; and, thbugh we wifhed to have 
" had it in our power to do more^ we may tpuly fay we 
" have exceeded our expectations*"* 

That every part of this tranfadrion^from the mono- 
poly with which it commenced to the contraband- deal* 
ing with which it concluded, criminates the faid War- 
ren Hafiings with wilful difobedience of orders, and a 
continued breach of truft : that every ftfcp taken in it? 
was attended with heavy lofs to the Company, and 
with a Sacrifice of their intereft to that of individuals r 
and that, if finally a profit had refulted to the Company 
from Such a tranfadtion, no profit attending it could 
compenfate for the probable rifque to which their trade 
in China was thereby expoSed * or for the certain dis- 
honour, and confequent diftruft, which the Eaft-India 
-Company muft incur in the eyes of the ChineSe govern* 
ment, by being engaged in a low, clandeftine traffic* 
prohibited by the laws of the country.. 
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THAT, in the month of February .1781,, Mr. KU 
chard Jofeph Sulivan, Secretary to the Seleft 
^Committee at Fort St. George., applied to them for 
leave to proceed to .Calcutta/00 his private affairs. That, 
being the Confidential Secretary to the Select Commit- 
tee at Fort St. George, and confequently poflefled of 
all the views aad fecrets of the Company, as far as they 
arelated to that government, he went privately into the 
tervtce *>f the Nabob of Arcot ; and t .under the pre- 
tence of proceeding to Calcutta 03 his private .bufinef^, 
undertook a commHEon from the faid -Nabob to the 
Governor General and Council, to negotiate with them 
in favour of certain proje&s of the feid Nabob, which 
iad been reprobated by the Company. 

i That the faid Sulivan was foo& after appointed back 
«gain, by the faid Warren Haftings, 10 the offic^ of 
Kefident at the Durbar of the faid Nabob of Arcot. 
That it vtos a high crime and mifdemeanor, in the faid 
Raftings, to encourage fo dangerous an example ia 
*he Company's fervice, and to .interfere unneceflarily 
with the GovernmeAt of Madras, in the difcharge of 
the duties peculiarly afcribed to them by the practice 
,and orders of the Company, for the purpofe of ap- 
pointing to a great and confidential fituation a man 
who had fo recently committed a breach of truft to hU 
employers. 

That the Court of Directors, in the letter to Bengal, 
/dated the rzth of July 1782, and received there on 
the 1 8th of ftbruary 1783, did condemn and revoke 
jhe faid appointment. That the faid Direftors, in 
*lieirs to Fott St. George, dated the* 28th of Auguft 
1782, and received there the 31ft of January 1783, 
<did highly condemn the conduct c£ the <faid Sulivan ; 
; JHLh » and, 
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and, in order to deter their fervants from pra&icesj 
of the fame kind, did difmifs him from their fervicu 

Thtt the faid Haftings, knowing that the faid Su- 
livan's appointment had been condemned and revpked 
by the Court of Directors, and pretending that, on 
the icth of March 1783, he did not know that th£ 
faid (Sulivan was difmijjkd £xom the Ccjinpany^ fervice, 
though that fad: was known at Madra$ on the 31ft of 
the preceding January, did recommend the faid Suli- 
van to be Ambaffadof at the Court of Nizam ^lly 
Cawn, Subfchdar of the Decan, in defiance of the au- 
thority and orders of the Court of Diredors. 

1 

That even admitting, what i* highly improbable, 
that the dijmijfan t>f the faid Suliy^n from the fervice 
of the faid Company was npt known at Calcutta in 
forty*thrce days rixxn Madras, the iaft mentioned na- 
mination of t^i-c faid SialiVan was made at leaft in con* 
tempt of the cenfure already expreffed by the Court of 
Diredors, at his farmer appointment to the Durbar 
of the N?bob of Arcot, and which was certainly knowii 
to the laid Haftings* "" ' *"'" ""• ' ^ 
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^r^HAT m the ad of December 1779, the 6j*» 
I verao/ Gener ai and Council of Fort William, a£ 
the fecial recommendation and ihftanc^ of Warrem, 
Haftings, ^f^Vthen <jk>vernor General, an4 coptrary 
to the declared opinion and proteft cif three of th& 
members of tfce Council 5 viz, Philip Francis and Ed-- 
ward Wheler a Efqrs. mbo were prsfent ; au4 of Sir 
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Eyre Coote, who was abfent (by whofe abfence the 
cafting voice of the faid Warrea Haftings, .Efq. pre-? 
vailed) ; did cpnclude a treaty of perpetual fficndihrp 
and alliance, offensive and defenfive, with a Hindoo 
Pfince, called the Ranna of Gohud, for the exprefs 
purpofe of ufmg the forces of the faid Ranna in oppo* 
fit ion tQ the Mahrattas, 

That, among other articles, it was ftipulated with 
the faid Ranna, by the faid Warren Haftings,, f * Thau 
" whenever peace fliould be concluded between the 
€t Company and the tofchratta State, the Maha Raja 
€i ihould be included as a party it} the treaty which 
" fhould be made for that purpofe, and his prefent 
" poffefiions, together with the Fort of Gualior, which 
<c of old belonged to the family of the Maha Rajah f 
" if it fliould be then in his poffeffiqp, and fucli 
*! countries as he Ihould have acquired in the courfe 
€C of war, and which it {hould then be ftipulated tq 
*' leave in his hands, ihould be guaranteed to him by 
" fuch treaty." 

» 

That in the late war againft the Mahrattas, the faid- 
Ranna of Gohud did aftually join the Britifti army r 
under the command of Gplonel Muir, with two bat r 
talions of infantry, and 1200 cavalry, and did then 
ferye in perfqn againft the Mahrattas, thereby afford- 
ing material affiftaacej atid rendering eflTential fcrvko- 
to the Company* ' 

That, in conformity to the above-mentioned treaty^ 
-in the fourth article of the treaty of peace, concluded; 
on the 13th of Qftober 1781, between Colonel Muir. 
an the part of the Englifh Company, and Madajee 
Scindia the Mahratta Qeneralj %§$ f<^d iR^an^u of Go- 
Jiud was exprefsly included, 

That, nQtwithftai^din^g thfc faid cjfprefs provifion .and 
agreement, Madajee Scindia proceeded to attack the 
forts, and lay wafte the territories of the ,faid Ranna, 
«u?d did undertake and profecute a war againft him 
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for the fpace pf two years ; in the courfc of whlch^ 
the Ranna» and his family were reduced to extreme 
dfitrefs, and in the end he was deprived of his forts, 
and th* whole net only of his acquired pofieffions # 
bur of his cririn-i! dominions, fo fpecially guaranteed 
to him by the Britifli Government in both the above- 
mentioned treaties. 

That the faid Warren Haftings was duly antl re- 
gularly informed of the .progrefs of the war agamft the' 
Ranna, and of every event thereof ^ nptwithftanding 
which, he not only negle&ed in any manner to inter- 
fere therein in favour of the faid Ranna, or to ufe any 
endeavours to prevent the mfra£tioj> of the treaty, but 
gave confiderable countenatice and encouragement to 
Madajee ScindSa 19 his violation of it, both by the 
refidence pf the British Minifter in the Mahratta camp, 
and by the approbation fliewn by the faid Warren 
Haftings to the promifes made by his agent of ob- 
serving the flri&eft neutrality, notwithftanding he was 
in juftice bound, and flood pledged by the moft fo- 
iemn and facred engagements, to protect and preferve 
rtie faid Ranna from thofe enemies, whofe refentment 
he had provoked only by his adherence to the imerefts 
of the Britifli nation. 

That, in the only attempt made to found the dif- 
pofition of Madajee Scindia, relative to a pacification 
between him and the Ranna of Gohud, on the 14th of 
May 1 7 §3, Mr. Anderfon, jn obedience to the orders 
he had* received, did clearly and explicitly declare tq t 
Bhow Buckfey, the Minifter of Madajee Scindia, the 
fentiments of the faid Warren Haftings, in the words* 
following :— " That it was fo far from your (the faid' 
** Haftings's) meaning, to intercede in his (the faifi 
?' Ranna's) favour, that I only defired him to found 
f€ Scindia's fentiments, and in cafe he was defirous of 
f € peace, to mention what I had faid; but, if he 
" feemed to prefer carrying on. the war, I beggefT 
f that he would not mention a fyllable of what had" 
M pafled, but let the matter drop entirely." * •- 

Th^t 
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That it aftewards appeared, in a minute of the laid 
•Haftings, in Council at Fort William, on the xzA *i 
September 1783, that he promifed, at the inftance ot 
a member of the Council^ to write to Lieutenant 
James Anderfon in favour . of the Ranna* of Gohud r 
and lay his letter before the Board. 

That neverthelefs the faid Haftings, profeffing notj 
to recolleS his faid promife, did ncgleft to write a formal 
letter to Lieutenant Anderfon in favour of the faid Rama 
of Gobud, and that the private letter, the extract of 
which the faid Haftings did lay before the Board off 
the 2ifl>of O&ober 1783V fo far from diredfcing any 
effedaial interference in favour of the faid Ranna, or 
coiftmanding his agent, the faid 4 Jatnes Anderfon, to 
interpofe the mediation 4 of the Britifh Government to 
procure * honourable terms" for the faid Ranna, or 
even " fafety to bis perfon and family" contains the 
bittereft invedtives againft him, and is exprcflive of the 
fatisfadion which the faid Haftings acknowledges him- 
felf to have enjoyed in the diftreffes of the faid Ranna, 
the aHy of the Company* 

That? the meafares therein recommended, appear ra-r 
thcr to have been defigned 1 to fatisfy Madajee Scindia, 
and to juftify the condudt 6f the Britifh Government, 
in not having taken a more adtive and a more hoftile 
'part againft the faid Ranna, than aa interceffion on his 
behalf: 

* That though no confederation of good faith, or ob- 
lervance of treaties, could induce the faid Haftings to 
incur the hazard of any hoftile exertion of the Britifh 
force for the defence or the relief of the allies of the 
Company, yet ia the faid private letter he directed* 
that- in cafe * his mediation Ihould be accepted, it 
Ihould be made zfpecific condition, that, if the faid Ran- 
na fhould take advantage of Scindias ab fence to renew bis 
bo ft Hi ties j we ought in that cafe, on requifttion, to invade 
the dominions of the Ranna. 
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That rto beneficial effeds could have been procured 
to the laid Ranna by an offer of mediation delayed till 
Scindia no longer wanted " our affifiante to crujb f* 
u fallen an enemy ;'* at the fame time that no reafon, 
was given to Scindia t<| apprehend the danger of draw- 
ing upon himfelf the relentrhent of the BritiHi Go-* 
Vernment, by a difregard of thEeir propofal and the 
definition of their ally* 




That it was a grofs and fcabd^lous mockery in the^ 
faid Haftings to defer an application to obtain honour-, 
able terms for the Ranna, and 'fafety for his perfon and 
family, till he had been deprived of bis principal 
fort, in defence of which his uncle loft his life* and 
on the capture of which his wife, to avoid the dif- 
honour confequcnt upon falling into the hands of her 
enemies^ bad deftrqyed bcrjelf by 4* exflofio* of gun* 
powder. 

That however it ddes not appear that any offer of 
mediation was ever a&Ually made, or any influence 
exerted, either for the fafety of the Raana's perfon 
and family* or in mitigation of the rigorous intentions 
fopppfed by Lieutenant Anderfon to have been enter- 
tained againft him by Madajee Scindia after his fvufc 
render* 

, That the faid Haftings, in the inflru&ions given by 
him to Mr. David Anderfon for his condudt in. aego* 
tiating the treaty of peace with the Mahrattas, ex- 
preffed his determination to defert the Ranna of Go- 
hud, in the following words : iC .you will of courfe 
u be attentive to any engagements fubfifting between 
%€ us and othej powers, in fettling the terms of peace 
" and alliance with the Mahrattas ; I except from this 
4( the Ranna of Gohud,"— " Leave him to fettle his 
" own affairs* with the Mahrattas." 

Th^t the faid Anderfon appears very affiduoully to 
to have fought for grounds to jufiify the execution of 

this 
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this part of his inftruftions, to which he was, at all 
events, obliged to conform. 

That, even after his application for that purpofe to 
the Mahrattas, whofe teftimony was much to be fuf- 
pefted, becaufe it was their intereft to accufe, and their 
determined objedt to deftroy the faid Rknna, no fatis- 
fa&ory proof was obtained of his defe&ion from the 
engagements he had entered into with the Company,, 

# 

That moreover, if all the charges which have been 
pretended againft the Ranha, and have been alledged by 
the faid Haftings in juftification of his conduct, had 
been well founded, and proved to be true, the fubjeft 
matter of thofe accufations, and the proofs by which 
they were to be fupported, were known to Colonel 
"Muir before the conclufion of the treaty he entered in* 
to with Madajee Scindia; and therefore, whatever fuf- 
picions may have been entertained, or whatever degree 
of criminality may have been proved againft the faid 
Ranna, previous to the faid treaty, from the time he 
was fo provided for and included in the faid treaty, he 
was fully and juftly entiled to the fecurity flipulated for 
him by the Company, and had a right to demand and 
receive the prote&ion of the Britilh government. 

That^thefe confiderations were urged by Mr. Ander- 
fon to the faid Warren Haftings, in his letter of the 
-^24th of June 1781, and were enforced by this additio- 
nal argument, " That in point of policy, I believe, it 
" ought not to be our wim that the Mahrattas fhould 
" ever recover the fortrefs of Gualior ; it forms an 
<c important barrier to our own poffeffions. In the 
" hands of the Ranna it can be of no prejudice to us ; 
and notwithftanding the prefent profpeft of a per- 
manent peace betwixt us and the Mahrattas, it fecms 
highly expedient that there ftiould always remaia 
fonie ftrong barrier to feparate us> on this fide of in* 
*< dia, from that warlike and powerful natioa." 

Ii That 
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That the faid Warren Haflings was highly culpable 
in abandoning the faid Ranna to the fury of his ene- 
mies, thereby forfeiting the honour and injuring the cre- 
dit of the Britiih nation in India, notwitftanding the faid 
Haftings was fully convinced, and had profefled, " that 
the mod facred obfervance of treaties, juftice, aud 
good faith, were neceflary to the exiftence of the 
national interefts in that country/'— And though 
the faid Haftings has complained of the infufficiencjr 
of the laws of this kidgdom to enforce this doctrine, 
c< by the punilhment of perfons in the poffeffion of 
fc power, who may be impelled by the provocation of 
" ambition, avarice, or vengeance, ftronger than the 
" reftri&ions of integrity and honour, to the violation 
€S of this juft and wile maxim." 

That the faid Haftings, in thus departing from thefe 
his own principles, \vith a full and juft fenfe of the 
guilt he would thereby incur, and in facrificing the 
allies of this country " to the provocations of ambition* 
" avdrice, or vengeance? in violation of the national 
faith and juftice, did commit a grofs and wilful breach 
of his duty, and was thereby guilty of an high crime 
and mifdemeanor. 
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REVENUES. 
PART I. 

THAT the property of the lands of Bengal is, 
according to the laws and cuftoms of that: coun- 
try y an inheritable property^ and that it is, with few ex- 
ceptions, 
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captions, vcfted in certain natives, called zemindars, or 
landholders, under whom other natives, called talook- 
dars and ryots, hold certain fubordinate rights of pro- 
perty, or occupancy, in the faid lands :— That the faid 
natives are Hindoos, and that their rights and privileges 
are grounded upon the poffeffion of regular grants, a long 
feries of family futcejfion, and fair purcbafe : — That it ap- 
pears that Bengal has been under the dominion of the 
Mogul, and fubjeft to a Mahommedan Government, 
for above two hundred years :— That, while the Mogul 
Government was in its vigour, the property of zemin- 
dars was held f acred ; and that either by voluntary grant 
from the faid Mogul, or by compofition with him, the 
native Hindoos were left in the free, quiet, and undif- 
turbed pofleffion of their lands, on the fingle condition 
of paying a fixed, certain, and unalterable revenue, or 
quit-rent, to the Mogul Government :— -That this re- 
venue, or quit-rent, was called the aufftl jumma, or ori- 
ginal ground rent, of the provinces, and was not in* 
creafed from the time when it was firft fettled, in 1573, 
to 1740, when the regular and effective Mogul Go- 
vernment ended :— That, from that time to 1765, in- 
vafions, ufurpations, and various revolutions, took place 
in the Government of Bengal ; in confequence of which 
the country was confiderably reduced and impoverifhed, 
when the Jiaft-India Company received froiji the pre- 
fent Mogul Emperor, Sha Alum, a grant of the De- 
wanny, or collection of the revenues ; That, about the 
year 1770, the provinces of Bengal and Bahar were vi- 
sited with a dreadful famine and mortality, by which at 
ieaft one third of the inhabitants perilhed : — That War- 
Fen Haflings, Efquire, has declared, "that he had al- 
ways heard the lofs of inhabitants reckoned at a 
third, and in many places near one half, of the 
whole ; and that he knew not by what means fuch a 
lofs could be recruited in four or five years, and be- 
lieved it impoflible." — That neverthelefs the re- 
venue was violently kept up to its former Jlandard; that 
is, in the two years immediately preceding the appoint- 
ment of the faid Warren Haftings to the government of 
^Fort William : in confequence of \prhifch, the rtnyiimng 
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two thirds of the inhabitants were obliged to pay for the 
lands now left without cultivation j and that, from the 
year 177910 the year 1775, the country had languished ^ 
4?nd the evil continued enhancing every day : — That the 
faid Warren Haftings, in a letter to the Secret Com* 
mittee of the Court of Dire&ors, dated the ift of Sep-r 
tember 1772, declared, " That the lands had fuffered 
u unheard-of depopulation by the famine and morta* 
* f lity of 1 769 :— That the colle&ions, violently kept up 
*' to their former ft andard, had added to the diftrefs of 
* c the country, and threatened a general decay of the 
** revenue, unlefs immediate remedies were applied tQ 
?' prevent it/' That the faid Warren Haftings has de- 
clared, " That, by intruding the colle&ions to the he-* 
reditary zemindars, the people would be treated with 
more tendernefs 9 the rents more improved, and culti-? 
Vation more likely to be encouraged ; that they have 
a perpetual intereft in the country ; that their inherit 
** tahce cannot be removed ; that they are the proprie- 
i* tors ; that the lands are their eflates, and their inherit 
€€ tance ; that, from a long continuance of the lands 
4t in their families, it is to be concluded they have 
rivetted an authority in the diftrift, acquired an 
afcendancy over the minds of the ryots, and ingra^ 
" tiated their affeSions. That, from continuing the 
f c lands under the management of thofe, whohave a na T 
€€ tural and perpetual intereft in their profperity, folid 
f ■ advantages might be expe&ed tp accrue : that the* 
€f zemindar would be lefs liable to failure or deficien- 
ts cie§ than the farmer, from the perpetual intereft 
?* wh]ch the former hath in the country, and becaufe 
f ' his inheritance cannot be removed : and it would be 
improbable that he fhould rifque the lofs of it by 
eloping from his diftri&j , which is too frequently 
pra&ifed by a farmer, when he is hard preffed for 
the payment qf his balances, and as frequently pre- 
" determined wlien he receives hi§ farm :" — That 
nqtwithftanding all the preceding declarations, made by 
the faid Warren Haftings of the lqfs of one third of 
the inhabitants, and general decline of the county he, 
did, immediately after his appointment to the Govern- 
ment, 
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ment, in the year 1772, make an arbitrary fet dement of 
the revenues for five years, at a higher rate than had 
ever been received before, and with a progreffive and 
accumulating increafe on each of the four laft years of 
the faid fettlement. 

That notwithftanding the right of property and in- 
heritance, repeatedly acknowledged bjr the faid War- 
ren Haftings to be in the zemindars and other native 
landholders, and notwithftanding he had declared " that 
" the fecurity of private property is the greateft en- 
4€ couragement to induftry, on which the wealth of 
" every {late depends," the faid Warren Haftings, ne- 
verthelefs, in direct violation of thofe acknowledged 
rights and principles, did univerfally let the lands of 
Bengal in farm for five years; thereby deftroying all 
the rights of private property of the zemindars; there- 
by delivering the management of their eftates to far- 
mers, and transferring, by a moft arbitrary and unjuft 
ad of power, the whole landed property of Bengal 
from the owners to ftrangers : that, to accomplifh this 
iniquitous purpofe, he, % the faid Warren Haftings, did 
put the lands of Bengal up to a pretended public auc- 
tion, and invited all perfons to make propofals for farming 
the fame, thereby encouraging ftrangers to bid againft 
the proprietors ; in confequence of which, not only 
the faid proprietors were oufted of the poiFeffion and 
management of their eftates, but a great part of the 
lands fell into the hands of the banyans, or principal 
black fervants of Brittlh fubjedts, conne<ffced with and 
protected by the Government : and that the faid War- 
ren Haftings himfelf has fince declared, that, by this 
way, the lands too generally fell into the hands of defperate 
pr knavifb adventurers : that, before the meafure herein- 
before defcribed was carried into execution, the faid 
Warren Haftings did eftablifh certain fundamental re- 
gulations in Council, to be obferved in executing the 
£yne : that, among thefe regulations, it was fpecially 
and ftri&ly ordered, that no farm fhould exceed the 
annual amount of one lack of rupees ; and " that no 
ff pefhear, banyan, or other fervant, of whatever de-* 
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* € nomination, of the Collector, or relation or depen- 
" dant of any fuch fervant, Ihould be allowed to farm 
u lands, nor directly or indirectly to hold a concern in 
*' my farm, nor to be fecurity for any farmer :" thatj 
indirect violation of thefe his own regulations, and in 
breach of the public truft repofed in him, and fuffi- 
ciently declared by the manifeft duty of his ftatiori, if 
it had not been exprefled and enforced by any pofitive 
anftitutiop, he, the faid Warren Haftings, did permit 
and fufFer his own banyan, or principal black fteward, 
named Canto Baboo, to hold farms in different pur- 
gunnahs, or diftridts, or to be fecurity for farms, to 
the amount of thirteen lacks of rupees [130,0001. or 
upwards] per annum ; and that, after enjoying the 
'whole of thofe farms for two years, he was permitted 
by the faid Warren Haftings to relinquifh two of them : 
that, on the (ubjc<9: of the farms held by Canto Baboo, 
the faid Warren Haftings has made the following de- 
claration: ^ Many of his farms were taken without 
** my knowledge, and almoft all againft my advice. 
<c I had no right to ufe compulfion or authority ; nor 
" could I with juftice exclude him, becaufe he was 
46 my fervant, from a liberty allowed to all other per* 
* c fpns in the country,. The farms which be quitted, 
" he quitted by my advice, becaufe I thought that he 
*' might engage himfelf beyond his abilities, and be 
" involved in difputes, whigh I did not chufe to have 
ifr con^e before me as judge of them." That the faid 
declaration contains fundry falfe and contradi&ory af- 
fertions : that, if almojl ail the faid farms were taken 
againft his advice, it cannot be true that many of them 
were taken without his knowledge; that, whether 
Canto Baboo had been his fervant or not, the faid 
Warren Haftings was bound by his own regulations to 
prevent his holding any farms to a greater amount than 
one lack of rupees per annum ; and that the faid Canto 
Baboo, beiflg the fervant of the Governor General, 
was excluded by the faid regulations from holding anjr 
farms whatever : that if (as the Directors obferve) it 
was thought dangerous to permit the banyan of a Col- 
lz dor to be pqngerjiecj. in fajrmsj the fame or fttarager' 
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obje&ions would always lie againft the Governor's ban- 
yan being fo concerned : that the faid Warren Haf- 
tings had a right, and was bound by his duty, to pre- 
vent his fervant from holding the fame : that, in advi- 
fing the faid Canto Baboo to relinquifh fome of the 
faid farms, for which he was actually engaged, he has 
acknowledged an influence over his fervant, and has 
ufed that influence for a purpofe inconfiftent with his 
duty to the India Company, namely, to deprive them 
of the fecurity of the faid Canto Baboo's engagement 
for farms, which, on trial, he had found not benefi- 
cial, or not likely to continue beneficial, to himfelf ; 
and that if it was improper that he, the laid Warren 
Haftings, fliould be the judge of any difputes in which 
his fervant might beinvolved on account of his farms, 
that reafon ought to have obliged him to prevent his 
fervant from being engaged in any farms whatever, or 
to have advifed his laid fervant to relinquifh the re- 
mainder of his farms, as well as thofe which the faid 
Warren Haftings affirms he quitted by his advice : that, 
on the fubjedt of the faid charge, the Court of Direc- 
tors of the Eaft-India Company have come to the fol- 
lowing refolution : €€ Refolved, That it appears that 
" the condud of the late Prefident and Council of 
Fort William in Bengal, in fuffering Canto Baboo, 
the prefent Governor General's banyan, to hold 
" farms in different purgunnahs to a large amount, or 
€€ to be fecurity for fuch farms, contrary to the tenor 
€€ and fpirit of the 17th regulation of the Committee 
" of Revenue at Fort William, of the 14th of May 
- S€ 1772, and afterwards relinquifhing that fecurity 
" without fatisfadtion made to the Company, was 
€€ highly improper, and has been attended with corifi- 
" derable lofs to the Company ;" and that, in the 
whole of this tranfa&ion, the faid Warren Haftings 
has been guilty of grofs collufion with his fervant, and 
manifeft breach of truft to his employers : that whereas 
it was acknowledged by the faid Warren Haftings, that 
the country, in the year 1770 and 17 71, had fuffered 
great depopulation and decay ; and that the collections 
of tKofe years, having been violently kept up to their 
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former ftandard^ had added to the diftrefs-rf tfreieocifc- 
try ; the fettlement of the revenues mads -by hitti for 
five years, commencing the iftof May iy?7 2 » infteid 
of offering any abatement or relief to the inhabitant's 
who had furvived the famine, held, out to the Eafl- 
India Company a promife of great increase 6f revenue, 
to be exadted from the country by the means' herein- 
before defcribed*: that this fettlement was not realized, 
but fell confiderably fhort, even in the firft of' the five 
years, when the demand was the lighteft; and that, 
on. the whole of the five years, the real collection* fell 
fliort of the fettlement, to the enormous amount 6f 
two millions and a half fterling, and upwards." that 
fuch a fettlement, if it had been, or c6uld have been, 
rigoroufly exra&ed from a country already fo diftrefied, 
and from a papulation fo impaired, thaf , in the belief 
of the faid Warren Haftings, it was impoffible fuch 
lofs could be recruited in four or five years, would- harre 
been ifi fa£t what it appeared to be in form, an ad: Gf 
the fnoft ctuel and tyrannical oppreffion; but that the 
teal ufe made of that unjuft demand upon the natives 
of Bengal was, to oblige them to compound privately 
with the perfons who formed the fettlement, and who 
threatened to enforce it : that the enormous balances 
and remiffions, on that fettlement, arofe from a general 
collufion between the farmers and collectors, and from 
a general peculation and embezzlement of the revenues, 
by which the Eaft-India Company was groflly impofed 
on, in the firft inftance, by a promifed increaft of re- 
venue, and defrauded, in the fecond, not only by the 
failure of that incrcafe, but by the revenues falling 
fhort of what they were in the two years preceding the 
faid fettlement, to a great amount. That the faid 
Warren Haftings, being then at the head of the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, was a party to all the faid imposi- 
tion, fraud, peculation, and embezzlement, and is 
principally and fpecially anfwerable for the fame ; and 
that whereas fuadry proofs of the faid peculation and 
embezzlement were brought before the Court of- Di- 
rectors, the faid Directors (in a letter dated the 4th of 
March 1778, and figned by William Devayncs and 
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Nathaniel Smith, Efquires, -now Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the faid CoUrt, and members of this 
Houfc) did declare, that, « although it was rather 
u their wrth to prevent future cvila, than to enter into 
t€ aievereretrofpe&ion of pail abufes, yet, as in fome 
" of the cafes then before them they conceived there 
" had been flagrant corruption, and, in others, great 
* c oppreffions committed on the native inhabitants, 
" .they thought it unjuft to fuffer the delinquents to 
** pafs wholly unpunished ; and therefore they directed 
€€ the Governor General and Council forthwith to qom- 
c * mence a profecution . againft the performs, who com- 
4{ pofed the Committee of Circuit, and their repre- 
w Tentative*, and againft all other proper parties j" 
but that the profecutions So ordered by the Court of 
Diredrors, in the year 1778, have never .been brought 
to trial; and that the faid Warren Haftings did, orxtbc 
23d of .December 1783, propofe and carry it in Coun- 
. cil, thai orders jhould be given for withdrawing , the , faid 
profecutions, declaring that he was clearly of opinion 
that there was no ground to, maintain . them, .and that 
&hey would only fa productive of expence to the Comply* 
md unmerited vexation to J be. parties* 


ft £ V EN U E S f 
P A R T .11.. 

THAT the faid Warren : Haftings has, on fundry 
.occafions, declared his deliberate opinion gene* 
rally .againft. all innovations, and k particularly ip the 
x colle&ioa and management of the revepues of .Bengal ; 
-that " he .was well, aware .of the. expence ,and inepn- 
** venience which .ever Attends imo%atiQtts>tf Qllkipdssxi 
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€C their firft institution. — That innovations* are *f- 
€t ways attended with difficulties and inconvenicncies, 
** and innovations id the revenue with a fufp$nfio» q£ 
" the collections : — That the. continual variations' in 
cc the mode of collecting the revenue, and the. £ont|- 
c * nual usurpations* on the rights of the people,. have 
" fixed in the minds of the Ryots, a rooted diftruft 
C( of the ordinances of Government-" That the Court 
of Directors have repeatedly declared their apprehert- 
fions, " that a fudden tranfition from one mode to 
u another, in the inveftigation and collection . of . their 
" revenue, might have alarmed the inhabitants, lef- 
€s fened their confidence in the Company's, proceedings,. 
" and been attended with other evils." . That the.faid 
Warren Haftings, immediately after his appointment 
to the government of Fort William*, in April 1774, 
did abolifti the office of Naik Duan 7 or .Native Collecr 
tor of the revenues then exifting :r— That he. did at the 
fame time appoint a Committee of the Board to goon 
a circuit through the provinces, and to form a fettle- 
meat of the revenues for five years : — That he did 
theji appoint. fundFy of the Company's fervants to haye 
the management of* the collections, viz. one. in each 
diftriCt, under the title of Collector : — That lie did then 
abolifti the General Board of Revenue or Council at 
Muxadavad, for the following reafons : " That while 
'< the controlling and executive part of the revenue, 
*' and the correfpondence with the Collectors, was 
" carried on by a Council at Muxadavad, the mem- 
* c bers of the Adminiftration at Calcutta had no op- 
* ' |x^jtunity of acquiring that thorough and compre- 
€€ henfivd knowledge, whigh could only refult from 
* € praSiical experience. That the orders of the Court 
€€ of Directors, which eftabliftied a new fyitem, which 
€€ enjoined many new regulations and inquiries, could 
" not properly be delegated to a fubordinate council; 
" and it became abfolutely neceflary that the bufinefs 
4€ of the revenue fliould be conducted unjer the imae- 
*' diate observation and dmffion of the Boards That, 
in November 1773, theflfaid Warren Hastings abolifhed 
- the office of Cc?//^^ and transferred the cotleCt ion 
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*fttf mati^gdnent <if the revenues to feveral Councils 
df Kctciue, commonly called Provincial Councils* — 
That; on th6 iVfth'.of-O&ober 1774, the faid Warren 
Haftings earneftfy : offered bis advice (to the Governor 
GeMraY and Couiicih, then newly appointed by aft of 
Veirtizmeftt'y for the continuation of the faid fyftem of 
Provincial Councils in all its parts — That the fatd War- 
ren Haftings did, on the 22d of April 1775, tranfmit 
to the Directors' a. formal plan for the future fettlement 
of the revenues, and did therein declare, that " with 
" refpe6t to the mode of managing the colle&ion 
" of the revenue, and the adminiftration of juftice, 
*' none occurred to him fo good as the fyftem which 
44 was already eflablifhed, of Provincial. Councils."—* 
That, on the 18th of January 1776, the (aid Warren 
Haftings did tranfmit to the Court of Directors, a plan 
for the better adminiftration of juftice : that, in this 
plan, the eftablifhment of the faid Provincial Councils 
was fpecially provided for and confirmed ; and that 
Warren Haftings did recommend it to the Dire&ors, 
to obtain the fantfion of Parliament for a confirmation of 
the faid plan. That, on the 30th of April 1776, the 
faid Warren Haftings did tranfmit to the Court of Di- 
rectors the draught or fcheme of an ad: of Parliament 
for the better adminiftration of jufticein the provinces, 
in which the faid eftabliftiment of Provincial Councils 
is again fpecially included, and fpeciai jurifdicftion af« 
iigned to the faid Councils* That the Court of DU 
redtors, in a letter dated 5th February 1777, did 
give the following inftru&ion to the Governor General 
and Council, a majority of whom, viz. Sir John Co- 
vering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, had dif- 
approved of the plan of Provincial Councils : " If 
** you are fully convinced that the eftabliftunent of 
44 -provincial Councils has not anfwered, nor is not 
* € capable of anfwering the purpofes intended byfuch 
** inftitutions, we hereby direct you to form a new 
plan for the colle<ftion of the revenues, and to tranf- 
mit the fame to lis for our confideration" That the 
Jkjd Warren Haftings, in contradiction to his own fen- 
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timefit? repeatedly declared, and to hto own; advice fe&c 
peatedly and deliberately given* and in ,dcfiancd> bfc 
the orders of the Directors, to whom he tranfinkted 
no previous communication' whatever, of. his \ iritferr-?. ; 
tion to abolifh the faid Provincial Council*, did, rathe 
Beginning of the year 1781, again change thc'wftote- 
fyftem of the collections of the public Revenue of . 
Bengal, as alfo the adminiftration of civil and crimi* ; 
rial juftice throughout the. provinces* That the faid 
Warren Haftings, in a letter dated 5th of May 1781^ 
advifing the Court of Dire&ors of the faid changes/ 
has falfely affirmed, " that the plan of faperintending 
cc and colle&ing the public revenue of the provinces, 
€S through the agency of Provincial Councils, had 
€C been inftituted for the temporary and declaared pur* 
€€ pofe of introducing another more permanent mode 
€€ by an eajy and gradual change? That, on the con-4 
trary, the faid Warren Haftings, from the year 17734 
to the year 1781,. has conftantly and uniformly infifted 
on the wifdom of that ioftitution,- and on the necefiky 3 
of never departing from it : — That he has, hi thai - 
time* repeatedly advifed, that the faid ihftitution fhould 
be confirmed in perpetuity by an aft of Parliament .:— * 
That the faid total diflblution of the Provincial Coup* 
cils was not introduced by any eafy and gradual change, 
nor, by any gradations whatever; but was fudden and 
unprepared, and inftantly accomplifhed by a fingle aft- 
of power : and that the faid Warren Haftings<> in the 
place of the faid Council^, has fubftituted a Committee 
of Revenue, eonfifting of four covenanted fetvants, on 
principles oppofite to thofe which he hadhimfelf pro- 
feffecl ; and with exclufive powers, tending to deprive 
the members o? the Supreme Council of a due known 
ledge of, and ipfpe&ion into, the management of the 
territorial revenues, Specially and uaaiienably veftedbby 
the Legiflature in the Governor General and Council, 
and to veft the fame folely and entirely in the faid 
Warren Haftings,. That the f eaftyis affigned by thte 
faid Warren Haftings, for conftituting. the laid Com* 
mittee of Revenue, are incompatible v^ith thofe which 
he profefied, when he abolilhed the Subordinate Counr 
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cH of Revriittte at Muxadavad. That He- has inverted* 
the &id Gon(*mittee in the fullefi manner,, with all the 
powers* and authority of the Governor Gimr aland Council. 
That 7 he has thereby contra&cd the whole poweT and 
office of the Provincial Councils into a final! compafs, 
and vetted the fame in four perfons appointed by himv 
felf ?*-*-That he has thereby taken* the general tranf* 
<t&ion< and cogntatance of revcnile bufineis out of thef 
Supreme Council : — That the faid Committee are im- 
powered* to conduct the current buiinefs of the reve- 
nue dtjpartmenl, without reference to the Supreme 
Council, and only report to the Board Jueb extraordi- 
nary occurrences ', claims*, and propofals, as may require 
the fpecial orders of the Board — That even the inftruc- 
tioh, to report to the Board, in extraordinary cafes; H 
nugatory and fallacious, being accompanied with limi-* 
nations which make it impoffible for the faid Board to 
decide on any queftions whatfoever ; fined, it is ex-> 
prfeflly provided by the faid Warren Haftings, thdt^ if 
fbe members of tb& Committee differ in opinion, it is not 
expected that every dijintient opinion fhould fo recorded; 
confequently the Supreme Council, on toy reference 
to their Board,. £an fee nothing but the resolutions 6t 
reafons of the majority of *he Committee, without the 
arguments* on which the diffdntient opinions might be 
founded : and fince it is alfo expreffly provided by the 
faid Warren Haftings, that-/£* determination of the ma* 
jority of the Committee jhould not therefore be flayed, un+ 
lefs it fhmid be fo agreed by the majority ; that is, that, 
notwithftanding the reference to the Supreme Coun- 
cil, the meafure ihali be executed without waiting for 
their decifion. r—r That the faid Warren Haftings has 
delivered his opinion, with many arguments to fupport 
the lame, in favour of long leafes of the lands, in pre*. 
fer^nce to annual (ettlements; that he has particularly 
declared* «: tibat the farmer, who holds his farm for 
*f one year only, having no intereft in the next, takes 
« what he can with the hartd of rigour, which, even 
*< in the execution of legal claims is often equivalent 
<* to violence. -He is under the neceffity of being 
ff rigid, aftd &vm cruel \ fot what is left in arrear, after 
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** the expiration of his power, is at beft a doub£ 
u ful debt, if ever recoverable. He will be tempted' 
** to exceed the bounds of right, and to augment his 
4€ income by irregular exactions, and by racking the 
4€ tenants, for which pretences will not be wanting, 
*' where the farms pafs annually from one hand to 
€t another. That the' difcouragemenrs which the te- 
u nants feel, from being transferred every year to 
4€ new landlords, are a great objeftion to fuch Ihort 
** leafes ; that they contribute to injure the cultiva- 
4 * tion, and dtfpeople the lands. That, on the con- 
u trary, frorh long farms, the farmer acquires a per- 
" manent intereft in his lands; he will, for his own 
*< fake, lay out .money in affifting his tenants, in inw 
€ * proving lands ^already cultivated, and in clearing 
*< and cultivating wafte lands." That neverthelefs, 
the faid Warren Haftings, having left it to the difcre- 
tion of the Committee of Revenue, appointed by him 
in 1 78 1, to fix the time for which the enfuing fettle- 
ment fhould be made ; and the faid Committee having 
declared, that, with refpeSt to the period of the leafes 
in general, it appeared to the Committee, that to limit 
them to one year would be the beft period : he, the faid 
Warren Haftings, approved of that limitation, in ma- 
nifeft contradiction to all his own arguments, profes- 
sions, and declarations, concerning the fatal confe- 
rences of annual leafes of the lands : — That, in fo 
doing, the faid Warren Haftings did not hold himfelf 
bound or reft rained by the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, but a&ed upon his own difcretion ; and that 
he has, for partial and interested purpofes, exercifed 
that difcretion, Jn particular inftances, ag^inft his own 
general fettljsment for one year, by granting perpetual 
leafes of farms and zemindaries to perfons fpecially fa- 
voured by him ; and particularly by granting a per- 
petual leafe of the zemindary of Baharbund, to his 
fervant Canto Baboo, on very low terms -*— That, 
in all the preceding tranfa&ions, the faid Warren 
Haftings did aft contrary to his duty, as Governor of 
Fort William, contrary to the orders of his employers, 
$nd contrary to his own declared fenfe of expediency, 
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confiftency, and juftice} and thereby did harrafs 
and afflift the inhabitants of the .provinces with per- 
petual changes in, the fyftem ana execution, of the 
government placed over them; and. with continued 
innovations andfcxaftions againft the rights of the (aid 
inhabitants ; thereby deftroying all fecurity to. private 
property, and all confidence in the good faith, *prin~ 
ciples, and juftice of the Britifh Government : — And 
that the faid Warrerf Haftings, having fubftituted his 
own inftruments to be the managers and collectors of 
the public revenue, in the manner herein-before men- 
tioned, did aft in manifeft breach and defiance of an 
aft of ffce 13th of His prefent Majefty, by which the 
ordering and management and government of all the terri- 
torial revenues in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, were veiled irf the Governor General and .Coun- 
cil, without any power of delegating the faid truft and 
duty to any other perfons ;.and that by fuch unlawful de- 
legation of the powers of the Council to a fubordiriate 
Board appbihted by himfelf, he, the faid Warren 
Haftings, did in efFcft unite and veft ijn his own per- 
son, the ordering, government, and management of 
all the faid territorial revenues : — And that, for the 
faid illegal aft, he, the faid Warren Haftings, is folely 
anfwerable, the fame having Ijen propofed and refolved 
in Council, when the Governor General and Council 
confifted but of two perfons prefent; namely, the faid 
Warren Haftings, and the late Edward Wheler, Efq. 
and when, confequently, the Governor General, by 
virtue of the cafting voice, poflefted the whole power 
of the government. That, in all the changes and 
inhovations herein-before defcribed, the pretence ufed 
by the faid Warren Haftings, to recommend and juf. 
tify the fame to the Court of Direftors* has been, 
that fuch changes and innovations would be attended 
with increafe of revenue, or diminution of expence to 
the Eaft-India Company — That fuch pretence,. if true; 
would not have been a juftificatibn of fuch afts ; but 
that fuch pretence is falfe and groundlefs — That, during 
the administration of the faid Waqren Haftings, r the 
territorial revenues have declined ; that the. charges -of 
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collefting the fame have greatly increafed ; and that 
-the faid Warren Haftings, by his negled, mifina* 
nagement, and by a direft and intended wafte of ,the 
Company's property, is chargeable with, and anfqrer* 
able for all the faid decline of revenue, and all the 
faid increafe of expence. 
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I. 

^TT^HAT the province of Oude and its dependencies 
^ were, before their connexion with, and fubor- 
dination to the Campany, in a flourifhing condition 
with regard to, culture, commerce, and population, 
and their rulers and principal nobility maintained them- 
felves in a ftate of affluence and fplendour ; but very 
Jhortly after the period aforefaid, the profpenty,J>Qt£i 
of the country apd its chiefs, began fenfibly and ra- 
pidly to decline; infomuch, that the . revenue of the 
faid province, which oh the loweft eftimation *t#d 
been found, in the commencement . of the British i in- 
fluence, at upwards of 3,000,000!.. (Sterling annually 
(and that ample revenue raifed without detriment to 
the country) did not, in the year 177/J, exceed the 
fumof i,joo,oool. and in the fubfequeat years did 
fall much fhort of that fum, although the tents weie 
generally advanced, .and . the country grievoufly op- 
v prtfled. in order: to. raife it. 

'That In the aforefaid year 1779, the demands 6f 
the; Eaft-India Company on the Nabob of Oude, are 
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ftated by Mr, Purling, their Refident at the Court of 
' ©udfe, to amourit to the fum of 1,360,000!. fterling 
r; £nd upwairds, leading (upon the fuppofition that the 
Whole revenue ftibuld amount to the futn of 1,500,006!. 
^fterling, to whidi it did hot amount) no more than 
140,000!. fterling, for the fupport of the dignity of 
the houfehold and family of the Nabob, and for the 
maintenance of his government, as well as for the 
payment of the public debts due within the pro- 
vince. 

HI. 

>*■?■». » 

That by the treaty of Fyzabad r a regular brigade 
of the Company's troops, to be ftationed in the do- 
minions of the Nabob of Oude, were kept up at the 
expence of the faid Nabob; in addition to - which, '# 
temporary brigade of the fame troops was added to 
his eftablifhment, together with feveral detached 
sojjps in the Company *s fervitfe* ^nda great pant of 
Jus wn. native troops were put under the connnarid of 
Britifh, officers. 

* • * 

1 That the. expence of the Company's temporary bri- 
gade increafed in the fame year (the year of 1779) up- 
wards of Soloed; fterling above the eftimate; and the 
Cxpence of the country troops under Britifh officers, 
iQ the fame period, increafed upwards of 40,0001. fter- 
ling ; and in addition to the aforefatd ruinous expences, 
a large civil eftabliihment was gradually, feeretly, and 
without any authority from the Court of Directors, 
Or record on the books of the Council General con- 
cerning the fame, formed for the BLefidept and ano- 
ther, under Mr. Wombwell; an agent fot the Cotu- 
pany ; as alfo feveral penfions and allowances, in the 
lame fecret and clandeftine frianher, were charged oil 
the revenues of the faid Nabob, for the benefit of BrU 
tifh fubje&s, befides large occafional gifts to perfons 
in the Company's fervice. 
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That in the trtoath of November if fg, the faid 

Nabob did repreferit to Mr. Purling, the Company's 

Refident aforefaid, the diftreffed ftatc of his revenues, 

in the following" terms : ■ «* During three years paft, the 

expence occasioned by the' troops* in brigade 1 , and 

others commanded by European officers, has much 

diftreffed the fupport of my houfehold, infomuch 

that the allowances made to the feraglio and chiZ~ 

" dren of the dece'afed Nabob have been reduced to 

€< one fourth of what it * had been, upon which they 

" hav6 fubfiftecj ill a very diftreffed manner for two- 

" years paft. The attendants, writers, and fervants, 

'* &c. of my court have received no pay for twli years 

" paft; and there is at prefent no part of the country 

* # that can be allotted to the payment 6f my father's 

" private creditors, whofe applications, are daily pief- 

•*• fing upon me. All thefe difficulties I have for thefe 

three years paft ftruggled through, and found this 

confolation therein, that it was complying with the 

pleafure of the honourable Company, and in the 

hope that the Supreme Council would make inquiry 

from impartial perfons into my diftreffed fituation ; 

but I am now forced to a repreferttation. From the 

great inereafe of e#fence> the revenues were neceflk- 

rily farmed out 4$ high rate ; and deficiencies fol- 

" lowed yearly. The country and cultivation isaban- 

*' doned ; and this year, in particular, from the ex- 

*' oeffive drought, dedu&ions of many lacks" [Hated 

by theReftdent, in his letter to the 'Board of the 13th 

of the month- following, to arftount to 23 lacks, or 

250,000!. fterling} u have, been allowed the farmers, 

46 who wese ftill left tinfatisfed.— I have received but 

** juft fiifficient to fupporc my abfolute necefiities, the 

*' revenues being deficient to the amount of 15 lacks,** 

{15Q9000L fterling] " and for this reafim, ifcany of the 

*< old chieftains, with their troops, and the ufefulat- 

%i tendants of the court, Were forced po leave it; and 

" there i* now only a few foot arid htfrife fqr the collec- 

^ tion of my revenues; and (hould the zemindars be 

**" , #4 fefrac- 
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** xefraftory, tjiere is not left a /gfficieat number to re- 
€€ duce them to ^bediepo*.* And the _&id Nabob did 
therefore pray, that the aflfgnments for the new bri- 
gade, : the corps pf boric, and the other detaphed bor 
<lk$ of the Company's troops, might not be required 
frorn bun ; .^Hedging, " that the former wa? not oply 
** quite yfelefs to his government, bflit, moreoyer, the 
** caujfe of much lofs both ip tjije revenues and cuftoms; 
* a$d tl\?t the detached bodies of troops, under their 
< c European officers, brought nothing but confuiion 
** into the affairs of his goy^jrnipentj aftd wpre entirely 
*< their own njafter^." 

# ■ 

That it appears that the faid Naflbdb was not bound 
by any treaty to the maintenance, without his confent, 
even of the old brigade ; {he Court of Diie&ors .having, 
*» their letter «f the *$th December 1775, approved of 
keeping the fame in his fervice, " provided is was done 
* c with the free confent of the Soubab. and by no means 
*+ without it " And the uev*. brigade, and temporary 
c$rps, were raife&«on theexprefs con<Jiti,p£ that the -ex- 
igence thereof Ihould be charged cp the Nabob only 
u f or J° l° n Z * ***?* a$ b* feo&ld require the corpf for his 
<% fervice." And the Court of t?ired<*rs exprefs to the 
Governor General and Council their fen(e of the faid 
agreement in the following tttrras t u But if you intend 
" to exert your influejicp, firft|p indyce the Vizier to 
f* acquiefce in your propofal, a\d afterwards to compel 

him to keep the troops in lis p0 during your fleafure. 

your intents are ufiiuft ; anp <r \orrefpondent conduS 
1* would refleft great at/honour on th$ tympany/' 

That in anfwcr to tbe decent and bumble reprefenta- 
tion aforefaid of the Nabob of Oude, the. allegations' of 
which, fo far as they relate to the diftrcffcd ftate of the 
Nabob's finances, and his total inability to (Jifchafgre 
tfye demands made on him, were confirmed by the tef- 
«imony of the Englifh Refiderit at Oude, and which 
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the faid Haftings did not deny, in the whole or in any 
part thereof, he, the faid Warren Haftings, did, on 
pretence of certain political dangers, declare the relief 
defired, to be <c without hefitation totally inadmiffible ; ,f 
and did falfely and malicioufly infinuate, f< that the 
" tone in which the demands of the Nabob were af* 
" ferted, and the feafon in which they were made, did 
" give caufe for the moft alarming fujpict on s? And the 
laid Warren Haftings did, in a letter to the Nabob 
aforefaid, written in haughty and infolent language, 
and without taking any notice of the diftrefles of the 
faid Nabob, alledged and verified as before recited, 
" require and infill upon your [the Nabob's] granting 
ic tuncaws [alignments] for the full amount of their 
<r [the Company's]" demands upon -you for the current 
" year, and on your referving funds fufficient to anfwer 
lc them, even foould the deficiencies of your revenues com- 
€s pel you to leave your own troops unprovided for, or to dif- 
** band a part of tbem> to enable you to effcft it? 

VIII. 

Thaf in a letter, written at the faft>e time to the Re* 
fident Purling, and intended for his dire&ions in en- 
forcing on the Nabob the unjuft demands aforefaid, the 
faid Warren Haftings hath afferted, in direct contra- 
diction to the treaties fubfifting between the faid Nabob 
and the Company, " that he [the Nsibob] ftands en- 
€€ gaged to our Government to maintain the Englifh 
armies, which, at his own requeft, have been formed 
for the prote&iop of his dominions 5 and that it is 
our part, and not his % to judge and determine in what 
manner arid at what tipte tbefefhall be reduced and with- 
€€ drawn." And in a minute of confutation, when the 
aforefaid meafure was proofed by the faid Haftings to 
the Supreme Council, he did affirm and maintain, that 
the troops aforefaid ** iiad now no feparate qr diftinft 
** exiftence from ours, and may be properly faid to 
" confift of our whole military eftablifliment, with the 
*f exception only of our European infantry; and that 
<? they could not be withdrawn without impfiong ox\ 
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4C the Company the additional burden of them, or dif- 
4 < banding nine battalions of difciplined fepoys, and 
€C three regiments of horfe/' 

IX, 

That in the minute of coqfultation aforefaid, he, the 
(aid Warren Haftings, hath farther, in juftification of 
the violent and arbitrary proceedings aforefaid, afierted, 
*\ that the arrangement of meafures between the Bri- 
'? tiih Government and their allies, the native powers 
" of India, mull, in cafe of disagreement about the 
" neceffity thereof, be decided by the ftrongefl j" and hath 
thereby advanced a dangerous ai\d moft indecently^-ex T 
prcfled pofition, fubverfive of the rights of allies, and 
tending to breed war and confufion, inftead of cordia- 
lity and co-operation amongft them, and to deflroy all 
confidence of the Princes, of India in the faith and juf* 
tice of the Engliih nation : and the faid Haftings 
having farther, in the minute aforefaid, prefumed to 
threaten to '* -bring to punilhment, if my influence 
€€ [his the kid Kaftings's influence] can produce 
€i that, effed, tbtf* imtndiaries who have endeavour* 
4€ ed to make themfelves the inftruments of divi, 
€€ fion between us," f hath, as far as in him lay, ob- 
ftru&ed the performance of one of the moft eflentiai 
duties of a Prince, engaged in an unequal alliance with 
a prefiding ibtte— that of reprefenting the grievances 
of his fubyedrs to that more powerful ftate, by whofe 
ad:s they fuffer ; leaving thereby the governing power 
in total ignorance of the effects qf its own measures, 
and to the opprefied people no other choice than the 
alternative of an unqualified fubmiffion, or a refiftance 
productive of confequences more fatal, 

4 That all relief being denied to the Nabob, in the 
manner and on the grounds aforefaid, the demands of 
the Company on the faid Nabob in the year following^ 
that is to fay ? ui the year 1780, did amount to the 

Cflpripous 
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enormous fiim of 1,400,000!. fteriiog, and thp diftrefe 
of the province did rapidly increaie, 

XI, 

> 

That the Nabob, on tjie 24th of Febryary of tjie 
fame year, did again write tp the Governor General^ 
the faid \yarren Haftings, a letter, in which he ex- 
preflfed his conftaiit friendfhip to the Company, and hi^ 
liibmiffioq and obedience to their orders ; and aflert* 
ing, that he had #©t troubled them with any of hi$ 
diSkulties, trailing they would learn them from other * 
quarters, and that he Ihould be relieved by their friend- 
ship : " But [he fays] when the knife bad penetrated to 
f* the bqne, and I was furrountlcd with fijeh heayy dif- 
'* trefies, that ][ could bo ionger live in expectations, 
** I then wrote an Account of my difficulties. The 
" . anfvver I have received to k is fueh. that it has 
?' given me mexpreffible grief and affii<ffcton f I aeVelr 
** had the leaft idea or expectation from you and the 
•** Council, that you would have given your orders iij 
* f f° a ffi*ft m S a wanner > in which yoi never before wrote ^ 
** ana I could never have imagined. I- have delivered up 
all my private papers to him, [the Refidentl that af T 
ter examining nty receipts and expellees, he may 
€ * take whatever remains. That as I kn^w it £0 be my 
<f duty to fatisfy you, [the Company and Council] I 
?* h*:ve not failed to obey in any inftat*ce; but re- 
^ quelled of him, that it might be done fo as not to 
^ diftrefs me in my necejfary expences. There being 
*l. no other funds but thpfe for the expences qf my 
€ f mutfeddies [clerks apd accountants] houfehold ' ex- 
** peaces, and feryants, &c. he demanded th^fe in fuch 
f € anjaaner, that, feeing remedilefs, I was obliged to 
f ' comply with what he required* He has accordingly 
Hopped the ptnjions of my old ferv ants for thirty years, 
whether fepbys, \Joldiers} mutfeddies [fecfetaries and 
** accountants'] or houfehold fervants, and the expences of 
€t my family and kitchen, together with the jagbires of my 
€< grandmother 9 mother, and aunts 9 and of my brothers and 
*f dependant s> which were for tbeirfapport" 
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XII. 

That in anfwer to the letter aforefaid^ the Refident 
received from the faid Warren Haftings and Council 
an order to perfevere in the demand to its fulleft extent, 
that is to fay, to the amount of 1^400,0001. fterling* 

Xllh 

That on the 15th of May. the Nabob replied, com- 
plaining, in an humble and fuppliant manner, of his 
diftreffed fitiiation; that he had at firff oppofed the~a£ 
figning to the ufe of the Company the ertates of his 
mother, of his grandmother, or one of his uncles, and 
of the fons of another > but that, in obedience fo the 
injun&ions df the gentlerileri of the Council, it had 
been done, to the amount, on the whole, of 8o,oool. 
flerling a year, or thereabouts : that whatever effedfcs 
were in the courttry, with eveil his table, his animals, 
and the falaries of his fervahts, were granted in align- 
ments i that befides thefe, if they were refolved again 
to compel him to give up the eftates of his parents and 
relations, which were granted them for their mainte- 
nance, they were at the Company's difpofat ; faying, 
** If the Council have directed you to attach them, d© 
" it : in the country no farther fources remain. I have 
" no means ; for I have not a fubfiftence. — How long 
** ihall I dwell upon my misfortunes ?" 

XIV. 

. That the truth of the faid remonftrances was not dif- 
puted, nor the tone in which they were written com- 
plained of, the fame being fubmiffive, and even abje<9r, * 
though the catife (his diftreffes) was by the faid Haf- 
tings, in a great degree, and in ternis the moft offenfive, 
attributed to the JNabob himfelf j but no relief was 
given, and the fame unwarrantable eftablifhments were 
.maintained, and the feme ruinous expehces were kept 

XV. That 


258 ARTICLE XVI, 

XV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings having confidered as 
Incendiaries thofe who advifed the remonftrances afore - 
faid, and to prevent the fame in future, having* de- 
nounced vengeance on thofe concerned therein, did, 
for the purpofe of keeping in his own power all repre- 
fentations of the ftate of the court and country afore- 
faid, and to fubjefl both the one and the other to his 
own arbitrary will, and to draw to himfelf and to his 
creatures the management erf the Nabob's revenues, in 
defiance of the orders of the Court of Directors, a fe- 
cond time recall Mr. BriftoWj the Company's Refident, 
from the Court of Oudc ; having once before recalled 
him, as the faid Dire&ors exprefs themfelves, " with- 
t€ out the fhadow of a charge being exhibited againft 
€C him ;" and having, on the occafion and time now 
ftated, produced no fpecific charge againft the faid 
Refident ; — and he, the faid Haftings, did appoint Na- 
thaniel Middleton, Efq. to fucceed him, it being his 
declared principle, that" he muft have a perfon of Ins 
own confidence in that fituatibn. 

XVI; 

m 

That the faid Warren Haftings, after he had refufed 
all relief to the diftreffes of the Nabob, in the manner 
aforefaid* and had described thofe who advifcd the- re- 
presentation of the grievances of.Oude as incendiaries, 
did himfelf, in a minute of the 21ft of May 1781, de- 
fcribe that province '* as fallen into a ftate of great difor- 
t€ der and confufion, and its refources in an extraordi- 
" nary degree diminiihed ;" and did ftate, that his pre- 
fence in the faid province was requeft^d by the Nabob; 
and that unlefs fome effectual meafures were taken for 
his relief, he [the Nabob] muft be under the neceffity 
of leaving his country, and coming down to Calcutta, 
to reprefent the fituation of his government. And Mr» 
Wheier did declare, that the Governor General's repre- 
fentation of the, ftate of that province " was but too 
" well founded ; and was convinced that it would, re- 
" quir* his utmoft abilities and powers, applied and 

u exercifed 
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u exercifed on the fpot, to reftorc it to its former good 
* c order and affluence." 

XVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in confequence of 
the minute aforefaid, did grant tohimfelf, and did pro* 
cure the confent oif his only colleague, Edward Whe- . 
kr, Efq. to a commiffion or delegation, with, powers 
" to affift the Nabob Vizier in forming fuch regular 
*' tions as may be neceflary for the peace and good: 
< c order of his government, the improvement of hi* 
*' revenue, and the adjuftment of the mutual concerns 
*' fubfifting between him aftd the Company/' — And 
in the faid commiflion or delegation, he, the faid War** 
ren Hailings, did.caufeto.be inferted certain powers 
and provifions, of a new and dangerous nature, (that i% 
to fay) reciting the bufinefs before mentioned, he did 
convey to himfelf " fuch authority to enforce the fame, 
" as the Governor General and Council might or could exer* 
rife, on occafions, in which they could be warranted to 
exercife the fame; and to form and conclude fuch fe- 
€€ veral engagements or treaties with the Nabob Vizier, 
<c the Government of Barar, . and with any chiefs or 
* f powers of Hindoftan, as be fliould judge expedient 
" or neceflary .", Towards the conclufion of the aft or 
inftrument aforefaid are the words following ; viz. u It 
" is hereby declared, that all fuch adts, and all fuch r . 
" engagements or "treaties aforefaid, fhall be binding on 
" the Governor General and Council in the fame man* 
c< ner, and as effeSlually^ as if they bad been done and paffed 
" by thefpecifio and immediate concurrence and aftualjunc- 
€t tion of the Governor General and Council^ in council af- 
" fembled" And the faid powers were, by the faid 
Warren Haftings, given, by himfelf and the faid Whe- 
ler, under the feal of the Company, on the 3d July 

XVIII. 

That the faid commiffion, delegating to him, the 
faid Warren Haftings, the whole fun&ions of the Coun- 
cil, is deftruAiye to the . conftitution thereof, and is 
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contrary to the Company's Handing orders, and is il- 
legal* 

XIX- , 

That in virtue of thofe powers, and the illegal de- 
legation aforefaid, the faid Warren Haflings, after he 
had finifhed his bufinefs at Benares, did procure a meet- 
ing with the Nabob of Oude, at a place called Chunar, 
upon the confines of the country of Benares, and did 
there enter into a treaty, or pretended treaty, with the 
iaid Nabob ; one part of which the faid Warren Haf- 
tings did pretend was drawn up from a feries of requi^ 
Jitions prefented to him by the Nabob, but which re«* 
4(uifitions, or any copy thereof, or of any other mate- 
rial document relative thereto, he did not at the time 
franfmit to the Prefidency ; the faid Warren Haftings 
informing Mr. Wheler, that the Refident, Middleton* 
had taken the authentic papers relative to this tranfac- 
tibn with him to Lucknow : and it does not appear thac 
the faid Warren Haftings did ever reclaim the faid pa-* 
pers, in order to record them at the Prefidency, to be 
transmitted to the Court of Directors, as it was his. 
duty to do. 

XX. 

That the purport of certain articles of the faid trea- 
ty, on the part of the Company, was, that in confidera- 
tion of the Nabob's inability (which inability the pre- 
amble of the treaty aflerts to have been " repeatedly 
€i and urgently reprefented,") to fupport the expences 
4pf the temporary brigade, and of three regiments of 
cavalry, and alfo of the Britifh officers, with their bat- 
talions, and of other gentlemen, who werp then paid by 
him, the feveral corps aforefaid, and the other gentle- 
men (with the exception of the Resident's office, then 
en the Nabob* $ lift, and a regiment of fepoys for the Re- 
Udent's guard) ihould, after a term of two and a half 
months, be no longer at his' [the NabobV] charge.—**. 
" The true meaning of this being, that no more troops 
** than one brigade, and the pay and allowances of a 
* € regiment of fepoys," (as aforefaid to the Refident) 
amounting in the whole to 3 42^0 ool a year, ihould be 
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paid by the Nabob. And that no officers, troops, Or 
ethers, Jhould be put upon the Nabob's efiablijhment, ex- 
clufive of thofe in the faid treaty ftipulated. 

XXI. 

* 

That the faid Warren Haftings did defend and juf- 
tify the faid articles, in which the troops aforefaid were 
to be removed from the Nabob's eftabliihment, by de- 
claring as follows : " That the aSual difburfements to 
" thofe troops had fallen upon our own funds, and that 
<c we fupport a body of troops, eftablilhed /*/* £p for the 
" defence pf the Nabob's poffeffions, at our own #*- 
pence. It is true, we charge the Nabob with thfc 
expence; but the large balance already due from 
him ihews too juftly the little profpeft there was of 
difengaging ourfelves from a burden which was daily 
adding to our diftrefles, and muft foon become infup- 
*' portable, although it were granted that the Nabob's 
" debt, then fuffered to accumulate, might at jomefti- 
* € ture period be liquidated ; and that this meafure would 
" fubftantially effeft an inftant relief to the pecuniary 
* c diftrefles of the Company." 

XXII, 

That Nathaniel Middleton, the Refident, did alfo 
declare, that he would at all times teftify, < c that upon 
*' the plan of the foregoing years, the receipts from 
* c the Nabob were only ^deception, and not an advan- 
€€ tage, bijt an injury to the Company ;" and " that a 
€% remiffion to the Nabob, of this infufferable burden^ 
■** was a profit to the Company/' And the faid Haf- 
tings did aflert, that the force of the- Company was not 
leffened by withdrawing the temporary troops ; al- 
though (when it fuited the purpofe of the faid Haf- 
tings, in denying juft relief to the diftrefles of the faid 
Nabob of Oude) he had not fcrupled to afierrthe di4 
red: contrary of the pofitions by him maintained in 
justification of the treaty of ChunaV, having, ia Jifo 
minute aforefaid, of the 15th of December 1779, af- 
Jferted, €C that thefe. troops " [the troops maintained by 
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the Nabob of Oude] <c had no Jeparatt or diftinU e** 
- u iftence, and may be properly faki to confift of our 
" whole military eftabliihment, with the exception 
" only of our European infantry j and that they could 
$€ not be withdrawn, without impofitig on the Company 
u the additional burden of their expend, or difbanding 
'" nine battalions of difciplined fepoys, and three regi- 
u merits of horfe." 

XXIII: 

That tlej the faid Warren Haftings, in juftification 
.c*f his agreement to withdraw the troops aforefaid from 
the territories and pay of the Nabob of Oude, did far- 
ther declare, " that he had been too much accuilomed 
u to the tales of hoftile preparation, and impending in- 
€€ vafions, againft all the evidence of political probabi- 
" Htyj to regard them as any other than phantoms, raifed 
** for the purpofe of perpetuating or multiplying com- 
** mands ;<" and he did truft " all ideas of danger from 
tc the neighbouring powers was altogether vifionary ; 
€C and that, even if they had been better founded, this 
" mode of anticipating poffible evils would be more 
€€ mifchievous than any thing they had reafon to ap- 
" prchend," and that the internal ftate of the Nabob's 
dominions did not require the continuance of the. faid 
troops ; and that the Nabob, " whofe concern it was, and 
u not ours , h did affirm the fame, notwithftanding he 
the faid Haftings had before, in anfwer to the humble 
fupplications of the Nabob, aflerted, that " it was our 
part, and^not bis, to judge and determine in what 
manner, and at what time, they fhould be reduced or 
f withdrawn.* 

XXIV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in fuppdrt of his 
mtafure of withdrawing the faid brigade, and other 
troops, clid alfo reprefent, that * f the reaiote ftations of 
thpfe troops, placing the commanding officers be- 
yond the notice and control of the Board , afforded 
too much opportunity and temptation for -unwar- 
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u rentable emoluments* and excited the contagion of 
peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army; and 
as an inftance thereof that a Court Martial, compofed 
of officers of rank and refpeCtable characters, unani* 
** moufly and honourably, € moil honourably/ ac- 
'< quitted an officer upon an acknowledged faCfc, which 
in times of ftriCter difcipline would have been 
deemed a crime deferving the fevered puaiihment." 

XXVv; . 

That the faid Warren Hafiings having in the fetter 
aforefaid contradicted all the grounds and reafons ;b/ 
him affigned for keeping up the aforefaid eftablilhment, 
and having declared his own conviction, that the whole 
was a fallacy and impofition, and. a detriment to the 
Company inftead of a benefit, circumftances (if they are 
true) which he might and ought to have well known, 
was guilty of an high crime and mifdemeanorj m car- 
rying on the impofture and delufion fcforefaid, and in / 
continuing an infupportable burden and grievance upon 
the Nabob for feveral years, without attending to hii 
repeated fupplications to be relieved therefrom, to the 
utter ruin of his country, and to the deftruCtion of the 
difcipline of the Britilh troops, by diffufing among them 
a general fpirit of peculation ; and the faid Hafiings 
liath committed a grievous offence in upholding the 
fame pernicious fyftem, until by his own confeflion and 
declaration, in his minute of the 21ft of May 1781, 
lc the evils had grown to fo great an height, that e-xer- 
** tions will be required more powerful than can be 
" made through the delegated authority of the fer- 
" vants of the Company now in the province and 
€C that he was far from fanguine in his expectations, 
%i that even bis own endeavours would be attended with 
** mucb.fuuffs" 
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That at th£ time of making the ikid t*e&ty, : wA at 
the time when, under colour of the diftrefs .of the 
Jtfabob of Oude. and the failure of all pther means for 
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his relief tie the faid Haftings broke the Company's 
faith with the parents of the Nabob, and firft encou- 
raged, and afterwards compelled him to defpoil them 
of their landed eftates, money, jewels, and houfehold 
goods ; and while the faid Nabob continued hearily ift 
debt to the Company, he the faid Warren Haftings did, 
** wilboni befitation, accept of, and receive from, the 
Nabob of Oude, and his minifters, (who are notori- 
oufly known to be not only under his influence, but un± 
der his abfolute command) a bribe, or unlawful gift or 
prefent, of one hundred thoufand pounds fterling, and 
upwards : — -That even if the faid pretended gift could 
be ftippofed to be voluntary, it was contrary to the ex- 
prefs provifion of the regiilatirig adt of the 13th year of 
HisMajefty's reigtl, prohibiting the receipt of all pre- 
fents upon any presence whatfoever, and contrary to his 
own fenfe of the true intent and meaning of the faid aft, 
declared upon a fimilar, but not fo ftrong a cafe ; that 
is, where the fervice done, and the prefent offered in 
return for it, had taken place before the promulgation 
of the above laws in India; on that occafion he de- 
clared, €t that the exclufion, by an- ad: of Parliament, 
" admitted of no abatement or eva/ion, wherever its au* 
" thority extended." 

XXVIL 

That the faid Warren Haftings, confiding in an lit- 
tered which he fuppofed himfelf to have formed in the 
Eaft-Indta houfe, did epdeavour to prevail on the 
Court of Directors to violate the faid adt, and to fuffer 
him to appropriate the money, fo illegally accepted by 
him, to his own profit, as a reward for his fervices* 

XXVIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings has fince declared to 
the Court of Directors, that when fortune threw a fttm 
in bis way (meaning the fum of money above men* 
tioned) of a magnitude which could not he concealed, be * 
chofe to apprize his employers of it ; thereby confefling,' 
that but for the magnitude of the fame rendering it dif- 
ficult 


ARTICLE XVI. *6 $ 

ficult to be concealed, he never would have discovered 
ijc to them. And the faid unlawful prefent being re- 
ceived at the time when, for reafons dire&Iy contradic- 
tory of all his former recorded declarations, he did agree 
to remove the aforefaid troops from the Nabob's do- 
minions, and to recall the pensioners aforefaid, it muft 
be prefumed, that he di$ not agree to give the relief 
(which he had before fo obftinately refufed) upon the 
grounds and motives of juftice, policy, or humanity, 
but in confideration of the fum of money aforefaid, 
which in a time of fuch extreme diftrefs in the Nabob's 
affairs could not be rationally given, except for thofe 
and other concessions, Stipulated for in the faid treaty, 
but which had on former occafions been refufed, 

XXIX. 

That notwithstanding his the faid Warren HaStings's 
receipt of the prefent of ioo,oool. as aforefaid, Iv did 
violate every one of the Stipulations of the faid treaty; 
and particularly he did continue in the country, and in' 
the fervice of the Nabob of Oude, thofe troops which 
he had lb recently ftipulated to withdraw from his 
country, and to fake from his establishment ; -for fipon 
the 24th of December following, he did order the tem- 
porary brigade, making ten battalions of 500 men each, 
to be again put on the Vizier's lift ; although he had 
recently informed the Court of Dire&ors, through Ed- 
ward Wheler, Efquire, that any benefit to be derived 
from the Nabob's paying that brigade, was a fallacy 
pud a deception, and that the fame was a charge upon the 
Company, and not an alleviation of its dtftrejjes, as well, 
as an infupportable burden to the Nabob. Thus havings 
within a Short fpace of time, twice contradi&ed him- 
self, both in declaration and in conduit. 
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XXX. 

That this meafure, in diredt violation of a treaty of 
not three months duration, was fo injudicious, that, in 
the opinion of the aSEStant reSident, johnfon, " nothing 
** lefs than blows coi*14 effect it*" He the faid refidenc 
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farther adding, €S that the Nabob was not even able to 
<c pay off the arrears ftill due to it [the new brigade} ; : 
c4 and that the troops being all in arrears, and no potfi- 
u bility of prefent payment, fo large a body aflern- 
€C bled here, [viz. at Lucknow] without any means to 
cheek and control them, nothing but diforder could 
follow. As one proof that the Nab<?b is asrbadly off 
for funds as we arc, I may inform yeu, that his ca- 
€C valry rofe this day up<>n him, and went, all armed to 
the palace, to - demand from thirteen tp* eighteen 
month* arrears, :aiid were with great difficulty peiW 
€C fuaded to retire, which was probably, more .effected: 
c< by a body of troopsgetting under arms to >go. again ft 
€C them, than any other confideratk>nJ r . .. But Jthp. tetter 
of Warren Haftings, Efquire, of the 24th -of Decern* 
ber, giving the above orders for the ipfr^dion of the 
treaty, ahd t,o which the letter, from whence the fore-* 1 
going extracts, are taken, is an anfyver, doth. not appear, 
any otherwife than as the fame is recited in the faid 
anfwer. . 

r . > 

1 * * 

That/notwithftanding the diforders &nd deficiencies 
in the revenue aforefaid had continued and increafed, 
and that three very large balances had accumulated, the 
faid Warren Haftings did caufe the treafury accounts at 
Calcutta to be examined and fcrutinized, and an account 
of another arre^r, cbmpofed of various articles, pre- 
tended tb have accumulated during feven years pre- 
vious to the year 1779, (the articles compofing which, 
if they had been juft, ought to have been charged at the 
times they feverally became due) was fent to the refi- 
dent, and payment thereof demanded, to the amount of 
260,0001. ftcrling ; which unexpe&ed: demand, in fo dif- 
tfeffed a Situation, did not a little embarraf* the itabob. 
But whilft he and his minifters were examining into the 
f&id unexped:ed demand, another, and fifth balance* 
made lip of fimilar forgotten articles, was demanded 
to;the amount of ii^oool. fterling.more : which faid 
twp laft demands did fo terrify and confound the Na- 

'bob: 


.<.*!-. . . 1 t , 


ARTICLE XVL 267 

tab and bis minjfters, that they declared that the rcfU 
dent " might at once take the country, fince jufticc 
*< was out of the cjueftion." 

XXXIL 

That the faid Haftfogp, in order to add to the coftfu-s 
fion, perplexity, and dntfefs of the Nabob's affairs, did 
fend to his Court (in which he had already a refident and 
affiftant refident) two fecret agents, Major Palmer and 
Major Davy, and did inftrudt Major Palmer to make a 
variety of new claims, one of a loan to the Company of 
6oo,oool. fterling, although he well knew the Nabob 
was himfelf heavily in arrear to the Company, ahd was 
utterly unable to difcharge the fame, as well as in arrear 
to his own troops and to many individuals, ajld that he 
borrowed (when' he could at all borrow) at an intereft 
of near thirty per cent. To this demand was added a 
new bribe or unlawful prefentto himfelf, to the amount 
of ioo,oool. fterling, which he did not refufe as unlaw* 
ful, and of evil example, but as indelicate in the Na- 
bob's prefent fituation ; and did, as if the fame was his 
own property, prefume to difpofe of it* and to defire 
the transfer of it, as of his own bounty, to the Company 
his mailers. To this fecond demand, he the faid Haft- 
ings added a third demand, of 1 2o,oool. ftprling, for 
four additional regiments on the Nabob's lift, after he 
had folemnly engaged to take off the ten with which it 
had been burdened; the whole of the claims, through 
his private agent afore (aid, making the (urn of 820,000). 
fterling, 

XXXIII. 

'That the demands, claims, &c. made by the faid 
Warren Haftings upon the Government of Oitde, ill 
that year, amounted to the enormous fum of 2,£30jOool» 
fterling, which (joined to the arrears .to troops, and 
fome internal failures, amowting to 255,0001, fterling, 
more) the whole charge arofe to 2,78^,0001. fterling, 
which was confidently more than double the net pro* 
<iuee of the Nabob's revenue, the fame only asaouwiftg 

N n to 
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pa 1,450,0001.. ^nomiaaL revenue, nevee completely 

{< BealizecL" • • • . . > •■ 

xxxvsr. 

That, towards providing for thefe extravagant de- 
mands, h< the faid Warren Haftings- did dire& and au- 
thorize another breach of the public faith, given in. the 
- treaty of Chunar. For whereas,, by the fecond article 
of the treaty . aforefaicT, it was left to the Nabob's dis- 
cretion, w.hetti.er er'noc he ihould relume the landed 
effates, called' Jaghires, within his dominions ; ; and not- 
withftanding the faid Haftings, in defence, of the faid 
article, did declare, that the Nabob Should be left to 
the exercife of his own authority and pleafure.refpedt- 
jng them, yet he the faid Haftings did authorize a: vio- 
lent compulfion to be ufed. towards the faid. Nabob r for 
accomplishing an univerfal confifcation of that fpecies 
of IandecJ prpperty ; and in fo doing; he did alfo com- 
pel the Nabob to Break his faith with al4 the landhol- 
ders of that defcriptlon, not only in violating, the affur- 
^nce of his own original grants, but his alfurance re- 
cently g,iven, when being preffed by the Company,, he 
[the Nabob], had made a temporary feizure of the pro- 
f fits of thelands afoxefaid, in the manner of a compuL- 
ibry loan;. for the re-payment of which He gave his 
bonds and obligations i arid although he had at the 
jame time folemnly pledged his faith that he never 
would again refbrt to the like oppreiEve meafure, yet 
»he the faid Warren Haftings did caufe him to be com- 
pelled to confifcate the effates of at leaft fixty-fevea 
of the principal perfons of his country, comprehending 
therein his own neareft relations', and the ancient friends 
and dependants of his family : the annual value of the 
faid eftates thus confifcated, . amounting to 435,0001. 
ilerling, or thereabouts, upon an old valuatian, but ftated 
by the refident, Middleton, as being found to yield corn 
iiderabiy hfore. < 

: XXXV. ' 

. That the violent. and vrnjwft: meafere aforefaid, firb- 
ycrfiye of property, t utterly deftru&ive of feveral an- 

* cient 
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4&ht antJ considerable families, ahd moft difhohourable" 
to the Britifh Government, did produce an univerftfl 
difcontent, and the greateft confufion throughout the' 
whole country; tfhc laid confifcated lands being on this 
occafion put *o rack rente, <and the people grievoufly* 
oppreffed. And to prevent a poffibility of redrefe, zt 
leaft for a confiderable time, the faid confifcated eftates 
were mortgaged (it appearing otherwife impracticable 
to make $n approach towvds Satisfying ijfre exorbitant 
demands of tjne faid Haftings) for a great fuii^ to cec^ 
tain >u£urious backers ,or money dealers at Benares. 

• 

XXXVL 

That befides thefe enormoits -demands, -which were' 
in part made for the fupport of fcve'ral corps of troops 
wnder Britilh officers, which, by the treaty of Chunar* 
ought to have been removed j very large extra charges, 
not belonging to the military lift of the faid Nabob, ana 
feveral civH charges and peirfions were continued, anci 
ethers newly put on, <fcnc£ - the treaty of Chunar ; 
namely, an allowance to Sir Eyre Coote of 15,554 ru- 
pees per month; (being upwards of i8y6$4L fterltng a 
year,) ahd an allowance to Trevor Wheler, Efquire, of . 
5000 rupees per month, (or 6,oool. fterling, and up- 
wards, a year,) and the whole of t*he* fettled charges,' 
not of a military nature, to Britilh fubjefts, did amount 
to little lefs than 140,0001. yearly; and if other allow- 
ances, not included in the eftimate, were added, would 
greatly exceed that fum, befides mnch'more which may 
juftly be fufpedted to have been paid, no part whereof 
had at that titoe been brought forward to any public 

account* • - . 

» 

XXXVIL 

That the commander of pne of thefe corps, of whofe 
burden the faid Nabob did cpjnplain, was Lieuten^nt- 
Colonel Alexander Hannay, who did farm the revenues 
of certain diftridts, called Baraitch and Gorachpore, 
which the faid Haftings, in the 9th article of his in- 
$ru$iog? to Mr. Briftow, did eftimate. at 23 lacks of 

Jsf n z rupees, 
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rupees, or 2*0,0001, per annum ; but under his, the 
laid Hannay s management, the colle&ions did very 
greatly decline ; complaints were made that the coun- 
tries aforefaid were harrafied and opprefied, and the 
fame did fall into confufion ; and at laft the inhabitant 9 
broke out into a general rebellion, 

XXXVIII. 

That the far greater part of the faid heavy lift waa 
authorized ox ordered Dy him the f*id Warren Haft*; 
ings, for the purpofe of extending his own corrupt in-* * 
fluence. For it doth appear, that at the time when he 
did pretend, in conformity to the treaty of Chunar 
aforefaid, to remove the Company's ftFvanu, u ct^il 
" and military, from the jsourt and fervice of the: 
Vizier/* he didafiert, that he thereby did ^diminiflv 
his 9*f* influent* i as well as that of his colleagues, by 
u qarrowing the line q{ patronage \" which proves, that 
the offices, petitions, and other emoluments aforefaid t 
inOude t were of bu patronage, as his patronage could 
not be diminished by taking away the faid offices, &c* 
unlcfs the fame had been fubftaniialfy of bis gift j and 
he did, at the time of the pretended reformation afore-, 
faid, exprefs both bis knowledge of the e?iftence of 
the faid execflive and abuiive eftablifiuaeflts, and his 
ienfe of his duty in taking them away ; for in agreeing 
to the article in the treaty of Chunar, for abolishing the 
faid eftabliftimentSi he did declare himfelf * c .a#}iate<J 
u fttfely by motives of jujtkt to the Nabob* and a re* 
«* gard to the bonoui* of our nattQnal c&wpfier;" and > 
according to his own reprefentation, the /aid fervants . 
of the Company, civil, and military, <* by their num-» 
« bers, their influence, and the mormom mount of their 
« € falaries, penfions, and emoluments, were an intokr* . 
u akte burden on the revenues and authority of the 
u Vizier; and expofed us to the qivy and rtjlntmcnt of 
* the wbek c(mAry % by extludihg the native ferygnt$ 
" and adherents of the Vizier flrotft tht fcWtttfc of their 
« fervice^ and «tachqIen^ ,, • ; «* -- 
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XXXIX. '■ ■ ■ 

ft - 

That the revenue 6f the country being antic! pated, 
mortgaged, and dilapidated by t&e counfel, concur* 
rence, connivance, and influence, and often by the direfl; 
order of the faid Warren Ha&ngs, the whole civil gb«? : 
Vernraent, magistracy, and adminiftration of juftice, 
gradually declined, and at length totally ceafed, through 
the whole of the vaft provinces which compofe the 
territory of Oude ; and no oower was vifible therein, 
but that of the farmers of the Revenue, attended by 
bodies of troops to enforce the collections ; irifomucb. 
that robberies, afiaffinatiofts, and a<Sb of every defcf lp- 
tion of Outrage and violence, were perpetrated with 
impunity ; and even in the capital city pf Luckndw, 
the feat of the fovereign ppwer^ there was no couVt §x 
jufttce whatever to take pognttance of fucb pfleiices. 

XL. ■■ ." ' 

That the faid Warren Haftings > when, he did interfere 
rrt the government of Oude^ was qbliged by his .duty 
to interfere for the good purpofes of government, and 
not merely for the purpoie of extorting pione J therc^ 
from, and enriching His own dependants ; which latter 
purpofe alone he did cfk& in the manner before men- ~ 
tioned, but not one of the former. For the faid Haft* . 
ings having procured the extraordinary powers giyety 
by and r to hhrtfelf by his delegation of the 3d pf July 
1781, did declare the fame to be for the purpofe* 
among many others, **. pf affifting the Nabob Vizier it* 
w forming fuch regulations as may be neceflarV for the, 
i€ peace and good order of his government, and the im- 
€€ provement of his revenue*" And in confequence 0$ 
the laid powers the laid Warren Haftirtgs did, in*thq 
treaty of Chunar, obtaiaan article from the Nabob, bjr 
which the faid N^ob did. prorttife to attend tp his 
advice ij> the refprmatipn C^ his civil admmiftration; aa4 
his did give certspij inftrq&iQftf to the Refidcnt, Middle- 
ton, to which he did require him. to. yield the moft. hn* 
f licit obtduriQi ; and did in one article thereof dire$ 
hw to urge ti*e Nabqb ;p endeavour gradually, if it 

( could 
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could not be done at once, to eftablifti courts of adaw- 
let fjuftice], and that-Jthe datogas. {[chief criminal ma- 
giftratesj, raoula^les fconfultite or affiftant lawyers], : 
zj\d other officers, Aould be fele&ed by the minifters, - 
with his, the refideut's, concurrence rand afterwards, in , 
Sis inftruftions to the refident, Briftow, defiring hup to 
purfue the fame objeft, he declared his opinion, " that 
** the want of fuch courts, and the extreme liceotiouG- 
<* riefs occafioned thereby, is one of the n*oft difrepu- 
** table defedts Id his. Highnefs the Nabob's govern* 
€C ment. .' And that while they do not exift, every man 
<* knows the hazard which he incurs in lending his 
" money." But he did give him, the fetd refident, no 
pofitive inftruftiaa concerning the fame, fuppofing the 
eftafylifhment of fuch courts a matter of difficulty j 
and did therefore leave 'hun a latitude in his proceed* 
Jngs "therein* 

\ /That the faid Refident Briftpw did, however, ia con* 
^ormity to the faid inftru&ions, at laft given wjth fuch 
latitude., endeavour to prevail on the faid minifter gra- 
dually to introduce courts of juftipe for the cognizance 
of crimes, by beginning topft^bliih a criminal court un~ 
der a native Judge, to judge, according* to the Mahomer 
dan law in the city of Lucknow. But-Hyder Beg 
Khan, a minifter of the faid Warren Haftings's npmir 
nation, and foiely dependent upon him, did elude and 
abftruft, and in Jth<e end totally defeat the eftabliftw 
fnept of the fame f 

XLII. 

That the obftru&ion aforefaid, and the evil confe- 
quences thereof, were duly reprefented to the faid 
Haftings ; and though the faid Haftings had made it 
the fourth article of a criminal charge againft the Refi- 
dent Middleton, " that he did not report to the Go-* 
c . c vefnor General, or to the Board, the progrefs whicli 
" he had made from time to time in his endeavours to 
*f comply with his inftruftions ^ and that, if he met 

" with 
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•SVith afty impediments in the execution ef diem,, he 
€€ .fead.Ofliitted t^>.ftMe.thQie injpecjiraents, and to apply 
4C for frefh orders upon them ;" yet he the faid Hast- 
ings did give no manfler of; fupport to the Refident 
Briftow againft thejaid Hydcr RegJKhan, and did not 
even anfwer feveral o£ his letters, the faid BriftowV let- 
ters, fluting, the faid impediments;* or take any-notice of 
his f emonftrances ; but did at length revoke his own 
lnftrudtions, declaring that he,.the"lkid Refident, fhould 
not prefume to a& upon the fame ; and yet did not fur- 
?kifh i.im with any others upon which he might ad, but 
xiid uphold the faid Hycter Beg/KMn in the obffruc- 
tibn by him given to the performance of the firft and 
fundamental duty of all government ; namely, the ad- 
ininiftration of juftice, and the protection of the' lives 
and property of the fubjq& againft wrong and violence* 

XLIIL 

That the faid HaftingS' did afterwards proceed to 
the length of criminating the Refident Briftow afore- 
laid, for his endeavours to eftabli^h the faid neceffary 
feourt, as an invafion of the rights of the Nabob's 
.government; when, if .the Nabob,.. in his own proper 
perfon and character j and not thq aforefaid Hyder Beg 
^who w^s ; a creature of the faid Haftings) had oppof- 
^d the re-eftabliihtnent of juftice i» the faid country,, 
it was the duty of the faid Mailings* to have prefied 
the fame upen him by every exertion, of his influence* 
,And the faid Warren Haftings, in his pretended afc- 
Mention to the Nabob's authority, when exercifed by 
his the faid Haftings's Minifter, ta prevent the efta* 
Jbliftiment of Courts of juftice for the. protection; of 
life and property, at the fame, time that he did not 
J*cfitate r in the cafe of the confiscation of the Jaghires, 
and the proceedings againft the mother and grand*- 
mother of. the Nabob, totally to fuperfede his autho* 
.rity, and to force his inclinations in ads which over- 
turned all the laws of property, and offered violence 
roail thefentiments.of natural affeftion and dyty; and 
accufing at the' fame time his inftruments for. not go* 
-\ \--' ing 
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ing to the utmoft lengths in the execution of his &id 

orders, is guilty of an high crime and mifdemeanor. ' 

> 

XLIV. 

t 

That the faid Haftings did highly aggravate his of- 
- fence, in difcontinuing and difcouraging the re-efta* 
blifhenent of magiftracy, law, aad order, in the coun* 
try of Oude, inaunuch as he did in the eighth . article 
of his inftruftions to the Refident, order him to exer* 
cife powers which ought to have been exercifed by 
lawful magiftrates, and in a manner agreeable to law. 
And in the faid article he did ftatc the prevalence of 
rebellion in the faid country of Oude, as if rebellion 
could exifl in a country in which there was no magis- 
tracy, and no protection for life or property, and in 
which the native authority had no force whatever ; 
and in which he himielf nates the exercife of Britifh 
authority to be an abfolute ufurpation : and he did 
accordingly direft a rigorous profecution agalnft the 
offence of rebellion under fuch circumstances, but 
*' with a fair and impartial inquiry ;" when he did not 
permit the eftablifhment of thole courts of juftice and 
magiftracy, by which alone rebellion could be pre* 
vented, or a fair and impartial inqtfiry relative to the 
fame could be had. And particularly he did inftcu^k 
the faid Refident to obtain the Nabob's order for em- 
ploying fome fure means for apprehending certain ze- 
mindars, and particularly three, in the inftrudtion 
named, whom he the faid Haftings did caufe, upon 
what he calls good information,, founded upon (omfc 
fads, to which he afierts he has the teftimony eff feve- 
ral witnefies, " that they had the deftru&ion of Colo^ 
M nel Hannay, and the officers under his command, 
" as their immediate objed, and ultimately the cxtir- 
44 pation of the Englifh influence and power through- 
*' out all the Nabob's dominions ;** and that they did 
Hill perfevere in theif rebellious conduft without dc^. 
viation, « though the Nabob's, and not our Govern- 
*< ment, was then the objed of it.** And he did di- 
re&the faid Refident, that if it ihould appear, ** ** 

c ! « fair 
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* f a fair and regular inquiry 9 that theit cotadutf toward* 
" the Nabob nad been fuch as it had beeft reported 
€€ to be, to infift upon the Nabob's punifhing theqi 
€i with death ; and to treat with the fame rigour every 
" zemindar, and every fubjed, who Hull be the leader 
44 in a rebellion againft his authority/ 9 

XLV. ' / 

TJiat the crime of the faid Haft tags, in hts pttfcei 
r dure aforefaid, was farther highly aggravated by hii 
having received information of feverai ft r iking circum- 
ftanCes, which ftrongly indicated the neceffity of a re- 
gular magiftracy and a legal judicature, from the 
total failure of juftice, affeaing not only the fubje&s 
at large, but even the reigning family ltfelf ; as alfo 
of the caufes why no legal magiftracy could elcift, and 
why. the Princes of the reigning family were not only 
expofed to the attacks of aflamns, but tfven to a waht 
r of the prote&ion which might be had from their 
fervants and attendants, who were driven from their 
mailers for waht of that maintenance which thd Princes 
their matters could not procure even-fof themfelves* 
And the circumftances aforefaid were detailed to hirh 
the. faid Haftings by the Refident Briftow, in k ktteV 
from Lucknow, dated the 29th January 17S4* to the 
Governor General the faid Warren Haftings, and the 
Council of Bengal, in the terms following ; 

* " The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated 
€t in his Excellency's the Vizier's dominions have beexi 
" too often the fubjeft of my reprefentatibfts to your 
€t honourable Board. From the total want of police* 
€€ hardly a day elapfes but I am informed of fome 
€€ tragical event, whereof the hare recital is (hocking 
" to humanity. About two months fince an attempt 
*« was made to aflaffinate Rajah Ticket ifcoy, the aft- 
€€ ing MjnifterY confidential agent { but ht happily 
** efcaped unhurt. Nabob Bahadre, hit Higbfttffs 
" brother^ has not been lb fortunate, fcs wiH appear 
*' from tratiHations of two of his letters to me, No. L 

O o " which 
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'* which I have the honour to enclofc for your infor* 
mat ion. Although my feelings are fenfxbly hurt, 
and my compaffion ftrbngly excited by the dijgrace* 
** ful and miferable ft ate of poverty to which bis Excel* 
** lencys brothers are reduced, yet, fituated as I am, k 
€€ is not in my power to interfere, with* effed. My 
*' efforts on a former occafion failed of fuccefe, and 
u my interfofitton novo would only excite the resentment of 
u the Minifter towards the unhappy fufferers 9: in covft- 
f € quencc of their application to me> from wbtok alone* 
u however i they hope for relief from their prefev$ dj/trefri 
*' which, their near connexion with the Viz\&con* 
xc fide red, is both ftiameful and unprecedented. That 
.** no regular courts of jiiftice have been sftabliflied in 
t€ this country is particularly pointed aturt my inftruc- 
. u tions as the moft difreputable defed in his High- 
u nefs's government; yet the Minifter feems deter- 
€€ mined on abolifhing even, the ihadow of fo neccf- 
€€ fary an inftitution. The office of Chief Juftice, as 
€< held by Molovy Morobine, was ever nugatory ; but 
€€ now it is funk into the loweft contempt. The ori- 
%c ginal eftablifhment, inadequate as it was, i&-mdul- 
u dering away, and the officers now attached to it are 
*' literally ftarving, as no part of their allowance has 
*' been paid for above fix months paft. He himfelf 
." has propofed to refign his appointment, being every 
.** way precluded from a poffibility of exercifing the 
f € duties pf it." 

XLVt 

*That it appears by the faid letter, and the papers 
therewith tranfmitted, as well as other documents in 
the faid correfpondence, that in confequence of the 
diftrefs brought upon the Nabob's Finances, certain 
of the Princes his brethren, the children of Sujah ul 
t)owlah, the late Sovereign of the cauntry, were put 
upon penfions unfuitable to their birth, and rank, and 
by the mifnianagement of the Minifter aforefaid (ap- 
pointed by the laid Warren Hafijngs) for two years 
together no tonfiderable part of the faid inadequate 
jpenfic^ was paid ; and not being able to maintain the 

attendants 
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Jtendants neceffary for their protection in $ city in 
vhich all magiftracy and juftice was abohflied, they. 
vcre not only liable to fuffer the greateft extremities 
>f penury, *but their lives were expofed to the at- 
:empts of Aflaffins. The condition of one of the faid 
Princes, quailed the Nabob Bahadur, being by him* 
felf ftronglft exprfci&d in three letters to the faid Rer 
(ident Bf^ow, the* firft dated the 28 th of December 
X783 ; the r fecond, the 7th of January 1784 j apd the 
third, the 15th of January 1784; which letters were 
tiuiy^tranimitted in the difpatch of the 29th of th$ 
Jfatne. month, to Wajren Haftings, Efq. and area? 
follow : 

. ' ' ' ' ' ; ' ., 

• € * Your own fervant carried you the accotint of what 

€< he hixnfelf was an eye witnefs to, after the affair q£ 

laft night. t Thgfe ' are the particulars ; — About 

midnight my aunt received twelve woupds frotti 3. 

*' ruffian, of which fhe died. I alfp received fix fuc- 

%[• ceffive ftabs, which alarmed the people of the houfe, 

* c who fet up aihouting; whereupofi the aifaffiti run 

* c off. Befides being without food y or the means of pro- 

4C viding any, this misfortune has befeUerj me. I am 

€C defirous of fending the (offin to your door* Jt is your 

* € duty, both for the fake of God and of Chrift, to 

** execute juftice, and to inquire what haroi I have 

€i done to the murderer fufficient tq deferye afiaffina- 

* € tion, or even injury* *¥<m nowftandin -ihe place of 

€C his Excellency the Vizier*. I requeft you wi& do me 

♦" juftice. What more can I fay ? , 

« « 

v P. S. " I aia alfq defrous to Hew you my wounds/? 

From the lkme, £ 9th January 1784. 

. Si Y0u have been duly informed of all the circum- 
* f ftances relative to both the murder of the innocent/ 
ec and of my being wounded, as well by my- former letv 
" ter, as by the meflenger whom you fent to. inquire 
f< into the ftate of my health ; and I have every rea-» 
f < ion (0 hope* from your known Jrindiwfs, : that you 
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* will nqt be deficient in fecking out the afiaifin. J 
4t am at tbu moment overwhelmed in misfortune fVbil/2 

* t fa Wood is flowing from my wounds* neither j, nor my 

* children* nor my fcrvants* have wherewithal to pro- 
*' cure fubjytence ; nor have I it in my power cither to 
*' purchalc remedies, or to •reward the phyfician — 'tis 
<e for the fake of God alone that he attends me. Thus; 
u loaded with calamity upon calamity, I am unable 
ff tp fupport life, for I find no relief frquf any afflio- 
*' tipn cither day or night. Do you now ftand in tb* 

V place of my father ; grant me freih life \>y (^eedf 
•? a£ts of benevolence. 

* f For thefe two laft years his Excellency eftablifh- 
44 ed a penfion for me of twenty thoufand rupees; 
f f but I never received' the full amount of it, either 
* c , Jail year or the year before. Should it, however, 
1 • be paid roe, though inadequate to my defires, f 
! c (ball (till be enabled to fupport myfelf. From the 
€f beginning of this year to the prefent time I have 
*" not received a farthing, nor do I espe& any t 
though, if you afford protection to the opprefled^ 
aUmy wilhes wi)l be accomplished. I was defirout 
oj waiting on you with my family, that yqu might 
be an eye witnefs to their condition ; but I was ad-: 
«' yifed not to Qix out on account qf my wounds* 
<c What more can I % I 

m 

The following e^tra&s are made from the third letter 
from the lame Prince, <jlatfd. January J 5> :* 7*4 : 

". The particulars of the late and wforefeen mif- 

' cc fortune with which I have been overwhelmed, are 

" not unknown untq you ; that the innocent blood of 

€€ my aunt, the prof and ruler of my family , was flied, 

.«* and, in the fame manner, I too was wounded. Un- 

V til now I fed the pain and qQidtion of my wounds ; 
*' and no per fen has regarded my fili&tations far redre/s, 

* /**£&* *fl*r the ajfafftn* and brought him to condign pu- 

* nijbmeut, ymMf eikepled?^—'* In like manner, as 

* the honourable Governor General has adopted my 

* c brother, 


iC 
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4€ 


All T I C L E XVf. ft 79 

* 

** brother, Saadut Ally Cawn, for his fon, and re- 
" lieved him from the vexation, afRi&ion, and depen- 
f c dence of this place, would it be extraordinary that 
m you alfo.fhould, in your bounty and favour, confent 
Cf to adopt me, who do not poflefs the neceflaries of 
* € life, and permit me to attend you to whatever part 
€€ pf the world you may travel, whereby I £hall at all 
" times derive honour and advantage? Formerly us 
'# three brothers, Saadut Ally, Myrza Jungly, and I, 
i€ the poor and oppreffed, were, in the prefehce of our 
." bleifed father, whofe foul refts in heaven, treated 
* c alike. Now the minifters of this Government put 
?* me upon a footing with our younger brothers, who 
i" have lately left the Zennana, and whofe expences are 
€€ fmall. On this fcale, which is in every refpeft in- 
" fufficient for my maintenance, they pay the pitiful aU 
f 4 low ana only when it is their pleyure to do #A My 
f € fituation has for years pail been increafing in wretch- 
f f fdneft, to a degree that I am in want of daily bread. 
f * and my fervants and animals an ' dying of. hunger* 
*** My diftrejfes arefo great, that J have not hen able to 
'* pay a damn to thefyrgeons for the cure of my weunds ; 
** and tbey too are dlfcouraged from a fording me their of- 
44 Jijtanee, orfumifbing me mtb meditiHts* JHtew thea 

? c . is it. poflible for me to exift I Considering you as my 
f* patron, participating in my affti&iong, I h*ve rcpre* 
f 4 tented the circumflrances concerning my fituat jim ; 

f 5 and I hop*, from your friesndfhip, that you will fcg* 
f f nQur ine with a fovpurabte a&fwsr." 

XLVII. 

The He&Jent Briftow did alfo receive a ffnmg appli* 
Cation from three others of the brethren of the reign- 
ing fovereigrt, called Mirsa Hydtr AH, MirtaEnwyut 
Ah, and Mir» Syef AH, reprefenting their very piti- 
able c&f<r, if* * letter of the 9th of March 1783, m 
which, among other particular, are coatfliaed the fcl- 


it 
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i€ Our iituation is not fit to be reprefented. For two 
i€ years we have not received a hitbba on account of our 
€i tuncaw, [affignment on the revenue} though the Mi* 
*' nifters have annually charged a lack of rupees, and 
<c never pdid us any thing. After all, we are the fons 
€€ of Sujab ul Dowlah! It is furprifing, having fucha 
" friend as you, our fituation is arrived at that pafs, 
€l that we fliould be in diftrefs for dry tread and clothes. 
t( Whereas you have done many generous a&s, be 
*' pleafed fo to Ihew us your favour, that, by fome 
44 means, we may receive pur "allowances from the 
u Company's Treafury, and not be obliged to depend 
€t upon and folicit others for it." 

XLVIIL 

That one of the princes aforefaid, called the Mirza 
Jungly, about the beginning of the year 1783, was 
obliged to fly from the dominions of the Nabob of 
Oude, and to leave his country and connections ; and, 
as the Kefident Briftow, writing from Lucknow, hath 
obferved, 4€ he went to try his fortune at other Courts, 
" in preference to ftarving at home, which might 
€€ have been his fate, by all accounts, at this place.* 
And the faid Prince fought for (uccour at the Court of 
one of the neighbouring Mahomedan Princes ; but, 
conceiving fome difguft at the treatment he met with 
there, he departed from thence, and, on the 8th of* 
February 1783, arrived at the Mahratta camp, while 
l)avid Anderfon, Efq. was there in the character of 
Minifter Plenipotentiary to the Company, with a view, 
if his reception there fhoula not prove anfwerable to 
his wiihes, to pafs on to the fouthward. And the faid 
Anderfon, probably considering this event as of very 
great importance to the honour of the Britifh Govern^ 
ment, as well as to its intereft, on the one hand, by ex- 
hibiting the fon and brother of a fovereigft Prince, 
from whom the Company had received piany million* 
of money, a fugitive from his country, and ^ wan* 
derer for bread through the Courts of India ; and, on 
the ofter, the conferences which plight arife from 
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the Mahrattas having in their pofieflion, and under their 
influence, a fon of the late Nabob of Oude, did, with- 
out delay, advife Warren Haftings, Efq. of the event 
aforefeid ; and he did alfo write to Mr. Briftow, the 
Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier, feveral let- 
ters of the 9th and 20th of February, and of the 6th 
of March, and 6th of Aprili783, in order that fomc 
fteps ihould be taken for his return, and eftablifhment 
in his own country. And the faid Anderfon did in- 
form the Refident Briftow, in his letter aforefaid, that, 
on the arrival of the fugitive Prince, brother of the 
reigning fovereign of Oude, at the Mahratta camp, he 
did caufe bis tent to be pitched clofe to that of Mr. 
Anderfon ; but finding this not agreeable to the Mah- 
ratta General, Scindia, he afterwards removed : and 
that he fhewed a ftrong attachment to the Englifh, and 
was inclined to throw himfelf upon their generofity ; 
that he was defirous of going to Calcutta, and declared, 
that if he, the faid Anderfon, " would give him the 
" fmalleft encouragement, he would quit all his fol- 
" lowers, and come alone, and would take up his re- 
ic fidence under his prote<ftion." And the faid Ander- 
fon did declare, that he thought it " would be policy^ 
" and much to the credit of our Government, that 
" fome provifion Ihould be fnade for Mirza Jungly in 
" our territories/' 

XLIX. 

f That the faid Briftow did reprefent the aforefaid cir- 
cumftances to Hyder Beg Cawn, Minifter to the Nabob 
of Oude, declaring it his opinion, " that his High* 
" nefs's brothers thus taking refuge with a foreign 
" Prince is a reflection upon the Vizier ; and it would 
€€ be advifeable that an allowance Ihould be granted 
" to him, upon the footing of his brothers, that he 
€€ might remain in the prefence," But the Nabob was 
induced to refufe to his brother any offer of any allow- 
ance beyond the 200I. per month allowed, but not paid, 
to his other brothers ; and which the faid Prince did 
obferve to Mr, Anderfon, " that it was not onlyinadet- 
** quate to his expences, but infinitely lefs (as the truth 

*i was) 
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Wa*) than what his : &xcell£ ncy has fettled on jman£ ^ ^ 
petfons- of -inferior ppfei yhp fraye not,fd good;'4)"^Hi 
claim to his fupport rand, that it nvouid not be fuffi-- ^ ir 
cient to suable him to^ live Vt : Luefcn wi. wK^reL afl^j tl > v * 
fi his friends and relations were, and fo many pf Jn$. >j^ 
** inferos lived in a ftate . of . afflu^ce^ . In cafe f . \ >f r 
theref&r&tit could not be increased, he requeued leave . I( .* r ', 
to live afc the Company's provinces, or at Calcutta; /I; 1 ) 
for that* in any pf *b<efp fituations, "he could witE/"^ 
€C lefs difficulty •reg^^ate^lisexpences. ,, And he did \,{ ^ 
declare, that if his requeft^ was^ granted tp him, h6. ;0fr ' t . 
would umnq4iately. quit. all his ,profpe£ta with Scindi^u ^ f 
To thefe prpppfitlons /he received a very difcouraginj* I: ^ 
anfwer from, his brother's Minifter, containing a pou^ y {tj . 
tive and fiunl refufalof any increafe of allowance,. 6h r % \. 
taining only' the Nabob's > permiffion to retire into ther ^. ... ? 
Company's provinces,; but .Mr, And erfondid, not think { 
himfelf authorifed to take any fteps for the ^Prince's re-* 1 
treat into the faid province, without Scindia's concur^ 
rence, who, he obferved, would ufe every art to de- 
tain him ;' and accordingly did offer him the command 
of a battalion of infantry, to be paid direftly from his ~ * ' 
own Tre&fury; and 6000I. fterling a year for keeping 
up a corps of horfe, and t6 fettle upon him a landed 
eftate of ^ddbt. a year as a provifion for his wife and 
children; which honourable offers, it appears, he did -' 
accept, and did and \ doth remain in thg Mahratta 
fervice. ... 

L. 

• 

That, during the whole coiiffe of this tranfa&ion, 
the faid Warren Hastings was duly advifed thereof, 
firft by a very early letter from the faid Anderfon, an4 
afterwards by the Refident Briltow, who, on the 23 d . 
of April *J$3 % tranfmitted tb him his whole corre> 
ipondence^with Mr. Ariderfon; but what anfwer or in- 
ftrudtions "-the. faid Warren Haftings did give to. Mr. 
Anderfoa does not appear, he not having recorded any 
thing, upon that fubjeft^ but it appears, that, t$ the* 
Refident Briftow, wbo* required to be informed whe- 
ther the reception of the fugitive Prince afow&id in 

the 
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* the Company's provinces would meet his approbation, 
he gave no anfwer whatfoever ; by which criminal neg* 
led, or worfe, with regard to a brother of an ally of 
the Company, who fliewed a ftrong attachment and 
preference to the Englifh nation, and by fiifferiitg him; 
without any known effort to prevent it, to attach hinu 
felf to the caufe and fortunes of the Mahtattas, whtf 
he, the faid Haftings, well knew did keep up claims 
upon feveral parts of the dominions of Oude, add had 
with difficulty been perfuaded to include the Nabob in 
the treaty of peace, and fuffered him firft to languifli 
at home in poverty, and then to fly abroad for fubfif-' 
tence, and afterwards took no ftep, and countenanced 
no negotiations for his return from his dangerous place 
of reruge,' at the fame time that feveral of his the faid! 
Haftings's creatures had each of them allowances much 
more confiderable than would have fufficed for the fa* 
tisfa&ion and comfort of him the faid fugitive Prince*- 
was guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanor* 

LL 

That the, indigent condition before f elated of th<* 
other brothers of the Nabob, was alfo duly tranfmitted 
to the faid Warren Haftings ; but he did never order or 
diredfc any fteps whatfoever to be taken towards the re* 
lief of the family of a reigning Prince, who were 
daily in danger of perifhing by famine, through the 
cffeS of his meafures, and thofe of a perfen whom he 
fupported in power* againft the will and inclination of 
the faid Prince and his family. 

Lit 

That the foregoing iriftances of t&e pefttrty, cfiffrefs^ 
difperfion, and exile of the reigning family, as well 
as the general difordcr in all the affairs of Oude, did 
ftrongly enforce the neceffity of a pfoper ufe of the- 
Britifh influence (the only real Goverriment then exift* 
Ing) in the province aforefaid, for a regulation of the' 
ieconomy ot the Vizier's Court, as well as fot the pro- 
per "adminiftration of the public concerns, 6ivii and; 
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hailitary, 'which were in the greateft diforeter j and the 
fai'd Warren HaftingS wfcs under obligation to provide 
for the lame, and did himfelf underftartd it TO be hii 
duty id to do ; and that he was therein wferr*hte& by 
the ipirit of the treaty of Chunar, as Well ai by ; othc* 
wpiyerfal powers of control, and even Of fujfeVCdKaft, 
fuppdfed by him to exift in the relation between tbkt 
feritifh Government and that of Oude ; tod accord- 
ingly he did, in his inftru&ions to the Refident Mid- 
dleton, to which he required his moft implicit obe- 
dience, direft him to an interference in aqd control 
upon all the affairs concerning the revenues, the nriii~ 
tary arrangements, and all the other branches of the 
Nabob's Government. 

LIIL 

That, upon his recal of the faid Middlettm* he, in 
his inftru&ions to the Refident Briftow, dated the 23d 
of Odlober 1781, did, at large, fet forth the fitiaation 
of the Court and Government of Oude, the fituation 
and dhara&er of the Nabob, of the afttng Mjniftdlr, 
bnd of : the * BrhHh Refident at that Court.; and did 
plainly, dlftindtly, and without l^eferye, ^efcribe the 
extent of the authority to be exercififtl by the laft of 
thfefe perfonS, as well as the unqualified compliance' to 
be ekpe&ed from the two former. And be did accord- 
ingly declare, that "from the nature af mar connexion 
fc with the Government of Oude, and from the Nabob's 
u incapacity, 4 neaffity will for ever exijl, while we 
<c have thfe claim of a fubfidy upon the refources of 
** his country, of exercifing an influence, and fre- 
;«* quently fubftituting it ENTIRELY in the place of 
** an avowed and cwtjiittttional authority in the adminijlra- 
** Hon of bis [the Nabob's'] Government? 'and he did 
farther, in the faid inftrudions, namely, in inftru&ion 
the fourth, direft the iaid Refident in the words fol- 
lowing : — 4 * I muft have recourfe to you for the tntro- 
" duefcion of a new fyftem in that Government 5 nor 
■* can 1 omit, whilft I exprefs my reliance on you for 
f that purpofe, to repeat the fentiments which I ex- 
" prefled in the verbal inftru&ions which I gave you 

* ** at 
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^ at yaur departure, that there can U no medium in the 
** \rtfotim between the Refident and the Mmfter^ butei^ 
fd tber the Refident muft be thejfave and vajfal of the Mi? 
** nifter, or th* Mmifter at the abfolute difpofal of the Re- 
PjUnttf And he the faid Haftings <fid #ate, m the 
fame article of the inftru&ions aforefaid, that <hbog!i 
the conduct of the faid Hyder Beg Khan had beeft 
highly reprcijenfible, and that he was much difpleafed 
thereat, he woukt prefer him to any other, on account 
<of his ability agd knowledge of bufinefs, with the fol- 
lowing proyifo :. " If he would fubmit to hold his bf- 
44 : ffce on fuch conditions as I require. He exifts by 
" his dependence on the influence of our Government* 
44 It muft be advifeable to try him by the mode of cort T 
" ciltatioa* at the fame time, that, in joux final con- 
** verfaJfon with bim, it will be neceffary to declare tq 
f 4 him, in the plaineft terms, the footing and conditio^ 
44 on which he fhall be permitted to retain his place ; 
44 with the alternative of a difroiffion, and a fcrutiny 
** into his conduit, if he refufes it* In the fir{t place, 
4 c I will not receive from the Nabob, as bis, letters 
44 di&ated by t\\t fpirit of oppofition ; but fhall cbnfider 
4 € every fuch attempt as an infult on o%r Government* 
44 In the fecond place, I ihall expert that nothing is 
44 done in his official chara&er but with your know* 
44 ledge and participation/' 

LIV. 

That the faid Haftings having defcribed, in the man- 
ner aforefaid, the relative filiation of the Refident and 
the Minifter, he did ftate alfo the relative fituation of. 
the faid Minifter and his mafter the Nabob, declaring, 
* 4 th*t the Miriifter did hold without control the unpar~ 
4t ticipated and entire adminiftration, with all the 
** powers annexed to that government; the Nabob 
< f being, as be ever muft be in the bands of feme ferfon, a 
41 mere cypher in bis" [the Minister's.! And having 
thus ftated the fubordination of the Minifter to jh$ 
JUfident, and the fubordination of the Kabob to the 
3Mi»ifter, he did naturally declare, 4€ that the firfl: 
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ff Unit pf the refponfibility would reft upon thi fai4 
? Refident." And he did farther declare, " that the 
* other conditions did follow diftin&ly ia the it places, 
* c becaufe £e di4 confider fbe Reftdept as refp*j$kk for 

if tbw» ■■.■..■'...;> 

/ « * - 

That for the direction of the Refident in the exe?-? 
cife of fp critical a truft, wherein all the true and fub- 
jftantial powers of Government were in an ip verted, re? 
latipn and proportion to the official and pftenfible <aur 
thorities, and which the faid Haftings did fuppofe the 
nec^mty constantly exifting for exercifing an influence, 
im<| ffe^ueptiy fpr fubftituting entirely the IfritHh au- 
thority " in the place of the avowed and conftitutioijal 
*' government /* he, the faid Haftings, did properly 
|eave to the Refident a difcretionary pow^r for liis c)e- 
Viatipii from any paf t of his inftru&ions.j interpofing 
i caution for liis fequrity and direction, that as much 
; as h$ .cputd, " hs w PVjW , leave the fubjedt free for . his 
, £thefaid Hafhpgs^s) corre&iqn of it ; and would In- 
ftantly infprm mm," or the Board, according to the 
decree Qf its importance, with his reafons for it* : 

>*:>&• ■-. -i- -■' - f T •-■■■■;■ 7 ' ; • ' . • '• 
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.L* VI* . • * 

That befides the inftitution of the Courts of Juftice, 
as before recited, four, other principal objections in 
the reformation of the affairs of Oude , weye exprefily 
^^omrft^did to the 3R.efidepts Middleton and Briftow, 
*and : Muft : be ynderftpod tp be the conditions juppu 
whith the faid Haftings mi}ft haye nleaht to have it 
underftp6d, that the a&ing Milder of Qude was to 
ri hold Wis employment; namely, the ■ )i^iitatioi\ of tjie 
Nabob's peffpnal espences ; thp redudfodn o,f the Na- 
bob^ctropps m npmbe^, and the change in atrangei- 
mentj the appointment of proper cofie^ors for the 
-ieventies; and the appointment of proper offices fbf 
alFnarts of $}ie e^ecytive adminiftration. xl *' 

.*. t «• » » • — '>" - • - • - • • ' ' • ■ " 
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E ; ""-frhai fh« Grift object/ namely, that of :thilnrnta- 
*-Vion of.tfre-NabbbVperfotlal essences, 4 ar^leparating 
them from the public eftablifhments, hej ^hfc kid 
Haftings, did Itate as the fir ft and fundamental part 
of his regulation, and that- upon which all the others 
would depend; and did declare, * 
"** prevent the Vizier's alliance froi 
■*' Head of ah aid to the Company, .t 
"' part is to limit 'and feparate his 
** ments from the public accounts 
*f cee4 what he has received in any 
*f years." And as to the public tr< 
ments, he the faid - Haftings, did,"i 
tions, wholly withdraw them from 
nagement or interference of the N 
preffly order and direct, '** that th< 
: *f the file management of the Mini 
^ fident's concurrence." And on l 
the Refident Briftow, in October 
Haftings, did order and direct him in every point/of 
the inftructions to Middleton, not revoked or qua- 
lified by his then inftructions, his (the faid Refi- 
dent Briftpw's) ** moft attentive and literal obedi- 
" ence." 

LVIII. 

That the faid Refident Briftow. did, in confequence 
of the renewal to him of the faid inftru&tons. as afore- 
i'.faid, endeavour to limit and put in order the Nabob's 
' expencesj but he was in that particular travetfedand 
counteracted, and in the end wholly defeated, by the 
Minifter, Hydcr Beg Khan. And though the obftmc- 
tions aforefaid, agreeably to the inftrucrian,s given to 
- Middleton, arid to him the faid Briftow, were repre- 
. fented to the faid Warren. Haftings, by the Refident 
aforefaid, yet ,the laid WarreriHaftinga., dut give no 
kind of fuppoft to the faid Refident, or take any fteps 
itcwards 'enabling him, the faid Refident, to effectuate 

the 
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the faid neceflary limitation and distribution of ett* 
penccs, by himfclf the faid tfeftings ordered and pre* 
fcribed ; nor/ if he difapproved the proceedings, of 
the faid Refident, did he give him any inftru€tion ; foEr 
the forbearance of the ftme, or for the exerting his duty 
in any other mdde j nor did he call for any:illaftrattott 
from him of any thing doubtful in his eorrefpondence, 
por ftate to him any complaint made- privately of 
his conduft, in order to receive thereon an explana- 
tion s but he did leave him to purfue, at his difcretion, 
the extenfive powers before defcribed, to effeft the 
reformation which he was dire&ed to acttomplifh, un- 
der the refponfibility denounced to him as aforefaid, 
if he fliould fail therein, as he was fuppofed to be 
fubftantialiy inverted with all the powers of Govern- 
ment* 

LIX. 

That inftead of the faid fupport or inftru&ion, he, 
the faid Haftings, did countenance, or more probably 
cauie or diredt a repreferitation to be made to him hf 
the adting Miriifter of the Nabob of Oude, com- 
plaining grievoufly of the proceedings of the Refident 
aforefaid, as'ufurpations on the Nabob's authority; arid 
indignities on his perfon. And although he, the faid 
Haftings, did inftru<ft the Refident Briftow, to* inform 
the faid Hyder Beg Khan, that he would hot receive 
from the Nabob as bis, letters directed by the fpirit of 
oppofitiori, but (hould eonfider every fuch attempt of 
bis (the Minifter's) as an infult on our Government : 
yet he did receive, as bis, the Nabob's own letters, 
and as written from the rmprefiions on his own mind, 
and as the fuggeftions of bis own judgement, letters 
io the fame effedt as thofe written by the Minifter, 
githough he had declared upon record, that the faid 
f c Nabob was a mere cypher in his, the faid Minifter's 
\< hands," and /'that he had dared to life both th« 
" Nabob's name,' and even His feal j affixed to letters 
f c either dire&ed to the Nabob, or written as-from hibi 
€C without his knowledge;" and although he did aflert 
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dr record as aforefaid, that in a letter which he had 
littely received from the Nabob, the Minifter had the 
ftfefumption to make the Nabob declare that which 
fcras trut to be falfe; and that, " his making ufe of the 
*• Nabob in fuch a manner> did (hew how thin the 
f* veil was by which be covered his own alls ; and that 
^ fuch artifices would only tend to make them the 
*/ more criminal, froth the falfebood and dupluity with 
u tvbkb thty w€re ajfotiatedp" 

That the faid Haftings did ad upon the letters pre- 
tended to be writteen by the Nabob, as well as on thofe 
aftually written by the Minifter, without v prcvioufly 
communicating the matter of the faid complaint to 
the faid Refident,"and did give credit to the fame ; and 
coming, as aforefaid, from a perfon by himfelf (the 
faid Haftings) charged with artifice, falfehood, and 
duplicity, and with abufing to his own evil purpofes, 
the tiame and feal of his mafter without his knowledge, 
and without any previous inquiry into the fadts and cir- 
curnftances ; and did thereon ground an accufation again ft 
the faid Refident, Briftow, before the Board at Cal- 
cutta, m which he did reprefent the conduct of the faid 
Briftow, in attempting to limit the houfehbld expen- 
ces of the Nabob, as an indignity u which no man 
14 living, however mean his rank in life, or dependent 
** his condition in it, would permit to be exercifed by 
€€ any other, with the want or forfeiture of every 
" manly principle." And he tftd farther accufe the 
faid Briftow, for that in his proceedings in theregula* 
tion of the Nabob's houfehold, " he ftiould receive 
to himfelf, or Mr. Cowper for him, or a treafurer 
for both (for the arrangement has never b>een well 
u defined) the money affigned for the fupport of the 
" Nabob's houfehold; iflue them as he pleafed, not to 
€€ the Nabob, but to the menial officers of his houfe- 
€€ hold ; difpofe of his fuperfluous horfes, and other 
" cattle; determine how many elephants were necef- 
" fary to the ftate of the Vizier of the Empire; the 
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€C number of domeftics for his attendance ; and prjr 
" into the kitchen, for the purpofe of afcertaining the 
" quantity of vi&uals which ought to be drefled in it i 
<€ control the accounts of thefe difburfcments ; and 
€C appropriate to his own ufe (for that the confer 
t€ quence was inevitable, if he chofe it) the refiduft 
" produced by thefe (Economical retrenchments.** 

• LX!. ; 

That the faid charge is malicious and infidious, be* 
caufe the attempt to introduce proper officers for the 
management of houfehoid expences, fo considerable 
that the faid Haftines has ftated the allotment for the 
fame at 300,000!. Jxerling yearly, and that other ac- 
counts have carried it to 400,0001. fterling and up* 
wards ; and to keep proper and regular accounts thereof 
was a neceflary regulation, and agreeable to the dig* 
nity of the Nabob, and by no means a degradation ei- 
ther of his perfon or authority, which was fpecially 
Erovided for in the regulations, as no expence could 
e incurred but by his own perfonal warrant under 
his fign manual ; nor doth there appear therein any 
thing but what is of abfolute neceffity to prevent em- 
bezzlement to his prejudice. And the faid Haftings 
hath declared, in the 5th article of the inftruftions to- 
the faid Refident, that no adminiftration can be pro- 
perly conduced without, regular offices ; and that in 
the whole province of Oude " there was not one, the 
" whole being engrofled by the Minifter ;" of which 
Minifter, in the 14th article, he declares his fufpicion^ 
that the Nabob did not receive the whole and punc- 
tual payment of the fum affigned for the purpofe of the 
houfehoid, but that fome part had been by him wiriw 
held from the Nabob ; and that from private informa- 
tion he had lately received, he. had reafon to believe, 
that this was a&ually the cafe. And the faid Haftings 
well knew, that the Nabob's houfehoid had been ill 
conducted ; that the allowances of his fervants had not 
been paid ; that his diftrefs Was fcandalous ; and that 
his ncareft relations were in a famifhing, condition. And 
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thfrfejd Hayings did alfo will know, that the houfe- 
hoJd Qjf the: -Nabob was provided for or neglected, r not 
atihta 9wn difcreti&n, but at that of the laid Hyder 
Beg Ktban; a.nd hedid, in the 14th article aforefaid, 
infotwffc the Reftdent, Briftow, to fhew. every oitenfible 
and exrera&l oi^rk of refpedt to the Nabob, in order to 
induce him to become himfelf the mover of every 
ad neceflary for the advancing of his own interefts, 
and the difcharge of his debts to the Company ; de- 
claring,*. •* that they never coufcl bf effected while the 
€€ ^Minifter retained that afcendency over him which 
*' he at prefent holds by the /means of a nearer and 
€€ more private intercourfe, and by affe&ing t* bp the 
*' mediator of iiis rights againft the claims 06. our 
€S Government." And the laid Haftings did. farther 
welt know, -that there was no way. of afcertaining.either 
the payment of the affignments for the Nabob's houfer .■ 
hoJcl^ for* the general purpofes of their destination,. or 
to the particular objects to which-they ought to be ap-» 
plied, without regular offices of receipt and' of ac» 
count, which might prevent the faid Miniftery, Hyder 
Beg Khan, or the Britifti Refideot, or any other, from, 
embezzling or mifapplying the fame* But.the total 
want; of offices aforefaid in every department of:Cro* 
vemmdnt, did furnilh occafion of concealing alfcfrauds, 
clandeftine prefents, or penfions'-tto. a. Gotarnbr <jGe* 
neral, Commander in Chief, or other fervant of the 
Company. *"'...•* 

. • • - LXII. 

. - ' * . *. i . . ' " • • 

That the faid Warren Halting*, who did no* . pre-; 
tend fo deep a concern for the iadignities foppofed to, 
be fuffcred by the Nabob, 1 merely in the limitation 
and regulation of unneceffary expences Relative to his 
kitchen, domeftics, &c. did fhew no attention <wr com- 
paffion to the faid Nabob, when^ in .the year 1779^ . 
the faid Nabob reprefented, that the p^nfions of hifcofcl 
fervapts,. for. thirty years, the expences of his fanasily. 
and kitchen, together, .with the jaghires of his grand- : 
mother, mother, and aunts, and of his brothers and 

Q^q depen- 
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dependants,, given for their fupport, were not regulated? 
but flopped* 

LXUL 

That the other articles of regulation, namely, tH^ 
fefotm of the troop* in number and in arrangement ;, 
the appointment of proper collectors for the revenues^ 
and the general constitution of offices for the execu- 
tive adminiftration, were in like manner totally defeated- 
by the faid Hyder Beg Kh&n* And the faid Halting* 
did receive a charge from him, and did adopt it as his 
own, reprefenting the endeavours of the Refident, to 
aft in the regulations aforefaid, agreeably to the fpirit 
ef his inftruftions,' and m confidence af the powers* 
Veiled in, and the rcfponfibility impofed upon him the 
faid Refident, as ufurpations of the authority and pre- 
rogative of the Nabob ; and he, the faid Mailings, did 1 
make criminal charges thereon againft the faid Refi- 
dent Briftow, of which charges the Council Board did* 
on hearing the fame, and the defence of- the faid 
Briftow, fully acquit him. 

LXIV* 

That the faid Mailings, by afeettmg Hyder Beg: 
XMn, a perfon defcribed by him as aforefaid, in his 
oppofition to all the plans of neceffary reformation pro- 
poled by the faid Mattings himfelf, and having fug- 
gelled no other whatever in lieu thereof to anfwer the^ 
purpofes for which he had ftijwlatcd in the treaty of 
Chymar, the interference of the Refident in every 
fefahch of the Nabob's government did thereby fruftrate 
every one of the good ends prdpofed by him in the 
feid treaty of Chliriar, arid did groflfy fcbufe his trufl^ 
in giving the exorbitant powers before recited, and af- 
letting theth to exill in'the Britifli Refident, without 
fuffering them, even in appearance, to anfwer any of 
the proper and juftifi&ble ends for which any power or 
ifeffuence can or ought to exift in any government. 

LXV. That 
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That there is jtsft ground to viole&tly prefurae, that 
not only the letters in the name of the Nabob afore- 
faid, were di&ated to him by his Minifter, Hyder Beg 
Kh&n, in whofe hands the faid Haftings has defcribed 
his matter to be " a mere cypher, &c." but which Hy- 
■der Beg was the known inftrument of the fajid 'Haftings.; 
%>ut that the cbndu<5t and letters of complaint of the 
iaid Hyder Beg were, in effed: and fubftance* prefcribeA 
and di&ated to him by the faid Warren Haftings, or 
his fecret agent, Palmer, by his dire&ion ; beqaufe k 
is notorious, that the powers of the faid Hyder Beg 
.were folely fupported hy him, the faid Haftings, who ? 
according to the Hate of favour or difpleafure in whicfe 
fee ftood^ hath frequently promifed him fupport, or 
threatened him with difmiffion and punifhment j and 
therefore it is opt to be thought that he would take f© 
material a ftep as to oppofe the Company's Refideat, 
acting under the inftru&ions of the Governor General 
and Council, and to accufe him with fo much confix 
dence, and in a manner fo different from the ufualftyle 
of fupplication on all other occasions employed by that 
^ourt, if he had not been previoufly well aflured that 
.his writing in that manner would be pleafing to the 
$>erfon upon whom he folely depended for his power, 
his fortune, and perhaps, for his life. Secondly, be* 
xraufe, when it fuited the purpofes of the faid Haftings 
<pn a former occafion, that is, in the year 1784, to re^ 
move the ILefident Briftow afore faid from his office, si 
letter from the Nabob was laid before the Council 
Jioard at Calcutta, propofing, that in order to prevent 
the effe&s of the faid Briftow's application to Eu- 
rope for redrefs, that the laid Haftings fhould fe*i<J 
him draughts of letters, which he the faid Naboft 
would write in his own name and charafter, to th6 
King, to HisMajefty's Minifters, and to the Court of 
£)ire&ors, cxpreffing himfelf, in the letter aforefaid*, 
in the words following : viz. " To prevent his [Brif- 
** tow's J applying to Europe, fend me, if you think 
# prpper, the draughts of letters which I msy write t<* 
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c< the King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Compa- 
(€ ny." Thirdly, that though the faid Haftings, and 
his fecret agent Palmer, did pretend, and pofitively.af- 
fert, .that they, had no ihare in the letters aforefaid from 
the Nabob and his Minifter, there was an original note 
to the Nabob's letters of accufation, referring to diQ- 
tindt parts and fpecified numbers .of the agent Palmer's 
fecret correfoondence with the faid Warren Haftings $ 
and the faid letter, with, the faid reference, was* through 
inadvertence, laid before the. Board. 

LXVL 

Th^t the faid Warren Haftings, having thrown the 
Government of Oude into great confuficm and diftrefs, 
thereby prevented the difcharge of the debt, or pre«- 
tended debt, to the Company, did, by all the laid in- 
trigues, machinations, and charges, aim at the filling 
the faid office of Refident. at Oude with his own de- 
pendants, or by himfelf perfonally, as it appears that he 
did firft propofe to place^in the did office his fecret 
agent Palmer, and that afterwards, when he- was not 
able to fucceed therein, he did propofe nominally, to 
aholifh the faid office, but in effect tofill it by himfelf ; 
propofing to the Council, and tendering himfelf re-r 
fponfible (but not in fortune) for the payment of the 
Company's debt within a certain given time, if he 
. were permitted and commiffioned by the Council to adk 
for the Board in that province ; -and did inform them, 
that he was privately well allured, that in a few days he 
fhould receive an invitation to that .effect ; and he. did 
ftate,. (as in the year 1781 he had ftatcd as a reafon for 
his former delegation) " That the ftate of > the country 
€ * was fo difordered in its revenue and adminiftration, 
" and the credit and influence of the Nabob himfelf 
*' fo much fhook by the late mjht fa lion of his autho- 
'" rity, and the contefts which attended it, as to -re? 
€< quire the acceffion of. an extraneous aid ; to reftore 
the powers, and tp re-animate the conftitution of his 
government y 9 although he, the faid Haftings, did 
for a long time before attribute the weaknefs of his 
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government to aft extraneous interference. And the 
faid Council, on his engagement aforcfaid, did/confcnt 
thereto ; and he did accordingly receiye a commiffion, 
enabling him to aft in the affairs of Oude, not only as 
the Refident might have done, but as largely as the 
Council General might legally delegate their own 
powers* 

LXVIL 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in accepting the 
faid commiflion, did fubjedt his character, and the re- 
putation of his office, to great imputations and fufpi- 
cions, by taking upon himfelf an inferior office, out of 
which another had, upon his intrigues, been removed, 
.by a perpetual obftru&ion, which rendered it impoffi- 
ble for him to perform his duty, or to obey his in* 
ftrudtions ; and he did increafe the faid grounded fuf* 
picions, by exercifing that office in a government from 
whence it was notorious he had himfelf received an 
unlavyful gift and prefent from the Minifters, and in 
which he had notoriouily fuffered many, and had him* 
felf actually directed fame, a£ts of peculation, by grant- 
ing various penfions and emoluments, to the prejudice 
of the revenue of a dtflreffed country ^ which he was 
not authorized to grant* 

* 

LXVIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did proceed unto the 
faid province of Oude, under colour of providing a 
remedy for the diforders defcribed to be exifting in the 
fame, and for the recovery of the Company's pretend- 
ed debt. And the faid Warren Haftings, who had 
thought fit to recall the Company's Refident, appointed 
to that office by the Court of Directors, and to fufpend 
his office, did notwithftanding, of his own choice and 
feledtion> and on his own mere authority, take with 
him in his progrefs a large retinue, " and^ a numerous 
" fociety of Englifh gentlemen, to compofe his fami* 
€t ly," which he reprefents as neceflary ; although, in 
a letter; from that very place to which he took that very 
,pumeroi}s foi:iety t he informs the Court of Dire&ors, 
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f c that bis own confequence, and that of the nation he 
" reprefents, are independent of fhew ;" and after hi* 
arrival there, he ; the Aud Warren Haftings, did write 
from Lucknow, the capital pf that provide, a letter,, 
dated the 30th of April 1784, to the Court of Direcr 
tors, in which are feverai particulars to the. following 
purport of tenor, and which he points out to the Di- 
re<ftors " to be circymftances of no trivial informar 
tion ;" namely, € f that he had found, tb^t thp lands 
19 that province, as well as in fpme parts more iixir 
mediately under the Company, have iuffered in 3 
f* grievous manner, being completely exhauftedof 
t g their natural moifture by the total failure of one enr 
**' tire feafpn of tbue periodical rains, 7 * with a few exr 
/ceptions, which were produced only u by the uncom*- 
J" mon labour of the hulbandman."* And in a letter to 
Edward Wheler, Efq, a member of the Council Gene r 
ral, from Benares, the 20th of September 1784, he 
fays, that *f thp public revenues had declined with the 
f* failure of the cultivation in three fuccejive years j and 
" all the ftores-of grain, which the providence of th$ 
'* hufbandman (as he was informed is their fujiom) in 
f* defiance pf tie vigilance of the auniils £cplle<9torsJ 
" clavdeftinety reserved for their own ufe, were of courfe 
f exhaufted ; in which ftate npperfon would accept of 
** the charge pf the collections on a pofitiye engage- 
€€ ment, nor did the rain fall till the 10th of July."— *■' 
And in another letter, dated froqa JJeriares, the iff of 
O&ober following, he repeats thfe iaine accpunts ; ari4 
that the i€ country could not bear farther additions of 
U expence ; that it had #0 inlet f iff. trade ty fupply the 
f € iflues that were made frpm it; {[the exceptions 
f ' ftated there being inconfiderablej therefore every ru- 
** pee which is drawn into your treafury [the Compa- 
" ny's) from its circulation, will accelerate the period 
f* at which its ability muff ceafe to pay fvea the fiipulated 
" S*bfidy? Notwitbftanding this ftate of the country | 
of whicfi he was well apprized before he left Calcutta, 
and the poverty and diftrefs of the Prince having been 
frequently but, in vain, rcprefented to him, in order to 
pduce him to forbear bis pppreffive exactions, Jhe did, 
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in order to furnifh the Cbuhcil with a colour for per- 
mitting him to recall the Company's Refident, and to 
exercife the whole powers of the Company in his owra 
j>erfon, without any check whatfoever, or witnefs of 
his proceedings, except the perfonsof his own private' 
choice, did make the exprefs and pofitive engagement 
aforefaid, which, if underftood, of a real and fubftan- 
tial difcharge of debt for the relief of the total of the 
Company's finances,- was groflly fallacious ; becaufe, at 
the very time, he muft have been perfedly fenfibley 
that in the then ftate of the revenues and country of 
Oude, (which are, in effed, the Company's revenues^ 
and the Company's country) the debt, Or pretended 
debt aborefaid, afferted to be about five hundred thou- 
fatid pounds, or thereabouts, could not be paid with- 
out contracting another de&t,- at a» ufurious intereft,- 
without encroaching on the neceffary eftabiiihmentSy 
or on private property, or on the pay of the army, 
or without grievous oppreffion of the country, or all 
thefe together. And it doth appear that one hundred 
thoufand pounds, towards the faid payments of debtsy 
was borrowed at Calcutta, by the Nabob's agent there,- 
but at What intfereft is not kno\vn. It appears alfoy 
that other fuflas were borrowed for arrear of the in* 
tereft on which? 40,000^ fterling appears in the Com* 
panj^s claims for the current year, and that various de-^ 
dudions were made from thejaghires reftored to the 
Begums, as well as other parts of the Nabob's family y 
find it did and doth appear, that an arrear is ftill due to 
the old and hew brigade, but whether the fame be 
growing or not, doth not appear ; yet he hath not he- 
fitated to aflert, that he had * c provided for the complete 
€€ difcharge in cm year of a debt contracted by the ac- 
€t cumulation of many , and from a country, whofe-re* 
* c fources have been wafted and diffipated by three fuc- 
€t ceffive years of drought, and one of anarchy." But 
the faid Haftings never did even realize the payments 
to be made in the firft year (as he confefles in the faid 
letter) except "by an anticipation of the fecond : and 
though he ftates, in his letter aforefaid, the following 
fafts and engagements, that is to fay, " that a recovery 
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V of ft large a part of your property [the Company's} 
€S will afford a feafonable and iubftantial relief to th* 
" neceffities of your Government, and enable it (fov 
€ * fuch is my confident hope)* to begin on the rfduBion 
f * of your debt at intereji before the conclufion of this 
<c year, (I mean the year of this computation.) " 
Whereas the faid Warren Haftings did apply the whole 
produce of the revenue to the mere pay of fome part 
of the Britiih army in Oude ; and did not mention in 
his correfpondence that he had remitted any money 
whatfoever to Calcutta, nor to any other place (except 
• the fifty thoufand pounds taken from Almas Ali Khan, 
and faid to be remitted to Surat) for the faid " fub-r 
" ftantial relief," in confequence of the faid pretended 
" recovery of property," admitting that it had been 
fuggefted to him, and not by him denied, that he had 
difappointed the popular expectation, by not adopt- 
ing the policy which he had, on the conception of ' bet— 
**' ter grounds, rejefted ; nor did he begin the reduc- 
" tion of the intereft debt " at the time ftated, nor at 
any time ; but the whole (he well knowing the ftate of 
the country from whence the refource^aforefaid were 
by him promifed) was a premeditated %ceit and im- 
pofidon on the Board of Council, his colleagues, and 
on the Court of Directors, his mafters. 

\ 
LXIX. 

That no traces of regulation appear to have beert 
adopted by the faid Warren Haftings, during his refi- 
dence at Lucknow, in conformity to the fpirit and in- 
tendon's of the treaty of Chunar, or of jus inftrudions 
to.Middleton and Briftow, or of the propofed objedts 
of his own commiffion. But he did, in lieu thereof^ 
pretend to free the Nabob's Government from the in- 
terference of the Company's fervants, and the ufurpa- 
tion (as he called it) of a Refident,-and thereby to 
reftore it to its proper tone and energy ; whereas the 
meafures he took, were fuch, as to leave no ufeful or 
refponfible fuperintendence in the Britiih, and no free- 
dom in the Nabob's Government : for he did confirm 
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the fole, unparticipated, and entire adminiftration, 
with all the powers annexed to the Government, oa 
the Minifter, Hyder Beg KhSn, to whom he prevailed 
on the Nabab Vizier, to commit the entire charge of 
his revenues, although he knew that his mailer was a 
cypher in his hands ; that he " had affixed his feal to 
" letters written without his knowledge, and fuch as 
' u evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg Khan's in- 
" fluence and intereft ;" that his laid matter did not 
confider him as a minifter of his choice, but as an in- 
flrument of his degradation ; that " he exifts as a mi- 
" nijfter by his dependance on the Calcutta Govem- 
?' ment, and that the Nabob himfelf had no other 
opinion of him ; that it is by its declared and 010ft 
obvious fupporr alone that he could maintain his au- 
thority and influence/ 1 And in his inftru&ions to 
his fecret agent, Major Palmer, dated 6th of May 178a, 
to eafe his mind and remove his jealoufy with regard to 
Britifh interference, he did inftrud him " that much 
" delicacy and caution will be required in your decla- 
rations on this fubjeft, left they fhould be conftrued 
to extend to an immediate change in the adminiftra- 
" tion of his affairs, or the inftruments of it. Their 
perfons muft be confidered as facred 9 while they a& 
with the participation efour influence" This distinc- 
tion the Nabob under/lathis, nor will it be either necef- 
_fary or proper to allude to it, unlefs he himfelf fhould 
firft introduce the fubjeft. And the faid Haftings did 
aflume, as to a dependant of the loweft order, to pre- 
fcribe to him the conditions on which he is to hold his 
place, to threaten him with fcrutinies into his conduct, 
.with difmiffion, with punifhment ; that he was guilty 
of falfehood and duplicity, and that he, had made his 
^mafter affert what was true to be falfe ; that he fufpett- 
ed he had withheld from his mafter what he ought tp 
have paid to him ; that the event of his having pre- 
vailed*on the Nabob to entruft him as aforefaid, was, 
according to his; the faid Haftings^ owa letter, writ- 
ten to the faid Hyder Beg Kh&n himfelf, " an accumu- 
" lation of diftrefs, debafement, and diffatisfaftion to 
ff the Nabob, aad of . difappointment and difgrace to 

Rr « me. 






300 article' xvi. 

u me. Every meafufe which he had himfelf prdpqfecf* 
" and to which he had folicitfcd my affiftance, has beett 
u fo cdnduded, as td give hiih fcaufe of difpleafure ; 
'* there arfc no officers eftabliflied by which his affairs 
u could be rdgtolarly conduced ; mean, incapable, and 
** indigent tiled have been appointed Aumils of the 
€c diftri&s, without authority, and without the means 
u of perfonal proteftioil; fbnie df them have been 
4e nuitdered by the zemirtdars> and thofe zemindars, 
4€ inftead of punifHriient, haVe bfceii permitted to re- 
€€ tain their zemindaries with independent authority ; 
u all the bther zendirtdars fuffered tb rife up in rebel* 
u fcori, and to irtfult the authority of the Sircar; with- 
u out stay attempt niadfe tb fupprefs them ; and the 
€t Company's debt, inftead of being difcharged by thd 
u affigninetits ahd fcxtradfdinary fources df money pro- 
€c vided for that purpofe, is likely to exceed even the 
u amount at which it ftood at the rime in which the 
u arrangement with his Eicellency was concluded.- 
*• Tie growth of tbefe evils was tarty fnade known to me i 
*' and their effelfs foreboded in the/ame brdtir and manner 
€i as ihey bavejince come to pafs* In fuch a ftatfc of ca- 
€i lamity and difgrace, \ can nd longer reftlain a jpaflive 
* c fpedtator. * ndr would it be becorriihg td conceal my 
u fentiments, , or qualify the expreHion of therri. I 
u now plainly tell ybu, that yod are arifwferable 
u for every misfortune and defeft of the Nabob Vr- 
u zier's government/' — And after giving orders, and 
exp^effing feme hopes' of better behaviour, he adds* 
4C If 1 atn difappomted, you will impofe on me the 
4i . painful ahd numiiiating neceffity of acknowledging 
t€ to him, that I have been deceived,' and of recom- 
" iiieridihg the examihation of yoiir conduct to hi$ juf- 
4i ticfc, both for the redrefs of his o'wri and the Gqnt- 
%€ pany's grievances, arid for the injury fuftairied by 
". both in their muttial connection. Do not reply id me 9 
" that what I have written is 4 from the fuggeftion of 
i€ your eneihieS ; nor imagine, that.Lhave induced my- 
* c felf td write in fuch plain and declaratory terms* 
€€ without a clear infight into all the conferences of 
u it, and a fixed determination upon therri:" 

LXX, that 
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LXX. 

Thaj the aforefaid being the tenyre of the power of 
the laid Minjfter, and fuch his character, as given by 
the. faid Warren Haflings himfelf, who" did originally 
compel the Nabob to receive him, who did conftantly 
fupport him, again ft the Nabob his mailer, aa well as 
againft the Company's Refident; — the delivering over 
to fuch a perfon his matter, his family, his country, 
and the care of the Britifh interefts therein, without 
control ot public in fp eft ion, was an high crime and 
mifdemeanor. 

' LXXI. 

That the next perfon whom the faid Haftings did. 
invtft with power in the faid country, w ; as a certain 
opulent and powerful native, Manager of Revenue, 
called Almas Ali KMn, clofely connected with rhe 
faid Hyder Beg Kh&n ; and to whom the faid Hy- 
der Beg Khan, as the faid Haftings has admitted, 
" had entrufted the greateft part of his reyenues, 
" without any pledge or fecurity for his fidelity." 
And afterwards the faid Haftings charges, the faid 
Almas AU with an intention of removing from the 
Nabob's dominions ; he ftates, " as taking with him/* 
and therefore being pofleffed " of an immenfc trea- 
** fure, the fruits of his embezzlements and oppref- 
*f fions, and an army raifed for its protection." 

" LXXII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings was, or pretended to 
lje, imprefled with the evil charafter, dangerous de- 
(igns, and immoderate power of the faid Almas Ali; 
th#t he did irifert, among his instructions to the Refi- 
dent Briftow, an order of a dangerous and unwar- 
rantable nature, in which, upoh his, the faid Haf- 
tings's, fimple allegation of offences, not accurately 
defcribed or'fpecified, with regard either to the fad, 
the nature of the offence, or the proof, to urge the 
Nabob to put him to death, with many qualifications 
in the faid inftru&ions, full of fraud and duplicity, 
calculated to enfpare the faid Refident Briftow* and to 
^ •> R r £ -' * ." ' * throve 
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throw upon him the refponfibility of the conduft of 
the faid Almas Ali Khan, if he fhould continue at 
large, contrary to his orders, or to fubjeft him, the 
faid Refident, to the fhame.and fcandal of apprehend- 
ing and putting him to death, by means which, in the 
circumftances, muft neqeffarily be fuch as would be 
conftrued into treachery ; and he the faid Almas Ali 
Khan, being from nature, and fituation fufpicious and 
watchful, and being at that very time in the collec- 
tion,' or farmer of the mod important part of the re- 
venues, with an extenfive jurifdi&ion annexed, and 
at the head of fourteen thoufand of his own troops ; 
and having fyeen recently accepted by the Refident 
Middleton as fecurity for large fums of money ad- 
vanced by the bankers of Benares to the ufe of the 
Eaft-India Company ; which' orders (if the faid Refi- 
dent would or could have executed them) muft have 
raifed an univerfal alarm among all the confiderable 
men of the country concerned in the government, and 
would have been a means of fubverting the public 
credit of the Company, by the murder of a perfon 
engaged for very great fums of money that had been 
advanced for their ufe. — And the faid inftru&ion is 
as followeth : '' ' 

u If any engagement ffiall adhially fubfift between 
c them at the time you have charge of the Refidency, 
c it muft, however exceptionable, be faithfully ob- 
€ ferved ; but if he has been guilty of any .criminal 

* offence to the Nabob, his matter, for which no im-. 
€ munity is provided in the engagement, or he fhali 
€ break any one of the conditions of it, I do mofl;. 
c ftri&ly enjoin you, and it muft be your fpecial 
c care to endeavour, either by force or/iirprife, to fe- 
€ cure his perfon, and bring him to juftice: by^ 
€ bringihg him to juftice, I mean that you urge the 
€ Nabob, on due convi&ion, to punijh him with death, 
c as a neceffary example to deter others from the com- 
€ miffipn of the Kke crimes ; nor muft you defift till 

* this is effe&ed, — I cannot prefcribe the . means ; 
' but to guard myfelf againft the obloquy to which 

^ I may 
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I may be expofed by a forced mifconftrudioh of 
this order, by thofe who may hereafter be employed 
in fearching our records for cavils and informations 
againft me, I think it proper to forbid, afcd proteft 
againft the ufe of any fraudulent artifice of treachery 
to aecomplifh the end which I have prefer tied ; and as 
you alone arc privy to the order, you will of courfc 
obferve the greateft fecrecy that it may not tran- 
fpire : but I repeat my recommendation of it, as 
one of the firft and moil effential duties of your 
office." 

LXXIII. 

That among the .reafons affigned for putting to! 
death the laid Almas Ali, which the faid Haftings did 
recommend diredtly and repeatedly to the Pendent, 
as one of the firft and moft effential duties of his 
office," was in fubftance, " that by his extenfive 
truft with regard to the revenues, he had been per- 
mitted to acquire independency ; that the means* 
thereof had been long feen, and the effedfcs thereof 
foretpld by every perfon acquainted with the ftate v 
of Government, except thofe immediately interefted 
in it :" and he the laid Warren Haftings did alfo 
charge the faid Almas Ali with embezzlement of the 
revenues, and opprefiion of the people, and nothing 
appears to difprove the fame, but much to give ground 
to a prefumptioo, that the faid Almas Ali did grievouf- 
ly abufe the power committed to him, 'as farmer and 
colle&or of the revenue, to the great oppreffion of 
the inhabitants of the countries which hfcd been rent- 
ed to him by. Hyder Beg Khan, with the knowledge 
and confent of the faid Warren Haftings* 

lxxiv. ; 

That the Refident Briftow, declining the violent 
attempt on the life of Almas ^l\ 9 deceitfully ordered 
by the faid Warren Haftings, did on weighty reafons, 
drawn from the fpirit of the faid Haftings's own in- 
ftru&ions, recotpmend that his the faid Almas Ali 
Khan's farms of revenue, or a great part of them, 

fhould 
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ftiould be, on the expiration of his leafe, taken out of 
his hands, as being too extenfive, and fupplying the* 
means of a dangerous power in the country ; but yet 
he the faid Warren Haftings did not only continue 
him in the pqffeffior. of the faid revenues, but did 
give to him a new leafe thereof, for the term of (ive 
years. And on this renovation and increafe pf truft 
the faid Warren Haftings did not confent or produce 
the informer, upon whofe credit he had made hi$ charge 
of capital crimes on the faid Alma§ AH> and had di- 
redted him to be put to death, or call upon him to 
make good his charges ; but inftead of this, totally 
changing his relation to the faid Almas Ali, and cUd 
Jjimfelf labour to procure from all parts, atteftations 
to prove him not guilty of the perfidy and difloyalty 
of which the faid Haftings himfelf appears to have 
been to that very time N his fole a^cufer, as he hath 
fince been his moft anxious advocate'; but though he; 
4id ufe many endeavours to acquit Almas Aft of his 
intended flight, yfet concerning his embezzlement and 
qppreffions, the moft important of all charges relative 
to that of the revenue and colle&ion^ he the faid Haf- 
tings hath made no inquiry whatever, by which it 
inight appear that he Was* not as fully guilty, thereof 
3s he" had always r'eprefented him td be. But fome 
time after he the faid 1 Warren Haftings had arrived at 
Luck'now, in the year 1784, heTuggefted to the faid 
Almas 'Ali Khan the advance to the Company's ufe of 
a fum of money, amounting to fifty* thoufand pounds, 
or thereabouts; and the Sid ftiggefted adyarice wast 
(as the faid Warren Haftings affert$,.n6 witnefs or do- 
cument of the tranfadfion appearing) " chearfully, 
" and without hefitation, complied with, confidering} 
" it as an evidence feafonably offered for the general re- 
cc futation of the charges of perfidy and difloyalty ;* 
~which practice of charging wealthy perfons with 
treafon and difloyalty, and afterwards .acquitting them, 
on the. payment 'of a fum of money, is 1 highly fcan-^ 
dalous to.the honour, juftice,. and government of Great 
Britain ; and the offence is highly aggravated by the 
feid Haftings's declaration tp the Court of Pire&ors, 

that 
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that the charges againft Almas AH Khftn have been 
too laborioufly urged. againft htm ; and carried at onfe 
time to fuch an excefs, which had nearly clriven him 
to abandon his country, cC far the prefervation of bis life 
" and honour ;" and thus to give a " colour to the 
€€ charges themfelves," when he the faid Warren Haf- 
tings did well know, that he himfelf did confider as 
-a crime, - and did make it an article in a formal accu- 
fation againft the Refident Middleton, that he did not 
Inform him, the faid Haftings, of the fuppofed trea- 
'fons of Almas AH Khan, and of his defign to abandon 
the country, when he himfelf did moft laborioufly 
Urge the charges againft him ; and when no attempt 
Appears to have been made againft the life of the faid 
Almas Ali Khan, except by the faid Warren Haftings 
himfelf* 

LXXV. 

That the fum of fifty thoufand pounds fterling, or 
thereabouts, publicly taken by the faid Warren Haf- 
. tings, as an advance for the ufe of the Company, if 
given as a consideration or fine, on account of the re- 
newal for a long term Of civil aufhoiity and military 
CQmmand, .and. the collection of the revenues to an 
immenfe amount, the fame being at leaft eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds fterling yearly, was io totally 
inadeqijate to the injereft granted, that it may juftly 
. be prefumed, it was not on that, or on any public 
ground or condition, that the faid Haftings did de- 
legate> out of all reach of refumption or corre&ion, 
a leafe of boundlefs power and enormous profit, for 
To long a term, to a known oppreflbr of the country. 

, LXXVI. 

That Warren Haftings being at Lucknow in confe- 
quence of his deputation aforefaid, did, in his letter 
from that city, dated 30th of April 1784, recommend 
to the Court cf Dire(ftors > ", as his laft and ultimate 
*' hope, that their wifdom would put a final period to 
%c the ruinous and difreputable fyfiem of interferectce, 

. " whether 
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<c whether avowed or fecret, w, the affairs of the N** 
S€ bobofOude; and withdraw for cv*r J be* infaence by 
" which it is maintained ;" and that they ought <tt> 
confine their views to. the fole, maintenance of thsofcd' 
brigade ftationed in Oude,„ by virtue of the.£rft treaty 
with the reigning Nabob ; expreffing hknfelf m dtbc 
following words to the Court of Dire&ars .: " if you a 
€€ tranfgrefs that line, you may extend the dijlrihftwn 
u of patronage j and add to the fortunes of individuals, 
** and to the nominal riches of Great Britain ; but 
st your own interefts will fuffer by it ; and the ruin of 
' u a great and oncc-flourifhing nation will be recorded as 
t€ the work of your adminiftratioh^ with an everlajting r& 
proacb to the Britifb name. To this reafonipg'l (JiaU 
join the obligations of juftice and. gopd faith, which * 
cut off every pretext for your exerciftng any power or 
i% authority in this country, as long as the Sovereign of 
f € it fulfils the engagements he has articled with you. y> 
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- Th,at it appears, by the extraordinary recommen- 
dation aforefaid, afferted by ; him the faid Haftings to 
be enforced by the €€ obligations o£ juftice and good 
w faiths" that the faid Warren Haftings, at the time 
of writing the faid letter, had mide ah agreement to 
withdraw the Britifh interference, reprefented by him 
.** as a ruinous and difreputable fyftem/' out of the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude. But the inftru- 
ment itfelf in which the faid agreement is made (if at 
at all esifling) does not appear; ndr Bath the faid 
Haftiogs tranfmitted any documents relative to the 
faid treaty, which is a negledt highly criminal ; efpe- 
cially $s he has informed the Company, in his letter 
from Benares, * that he has promifed the Nabob 
"that he will not abandon him to the. chance of /any 
" other mode of relation ; and moft confidently given 
? € him affurance. of the ratification and confirmation of 
u that which he [the faid Haftings] had oftabliihed 
" between his government and .the. .Company :" the 
<faid confident ajjurance being given, to aA agreement 
' " ' " "' never 
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©ever produced, and made without any fcrt of autho- 
rity from the Court of Diredors ; an agreement pre* 
eluding, on the one hand, the operation of the dilcre* 
tkm oT his matter* in the conduct of their afiafc s ; or* 
on the other, fuhjefting them to the hazard of an im- 
putation on their faith, by breaking an engagement 
confidently made in their name, though without their 
cenfcftt, by the firft officer of their government. 

That the faid Haftings, farther to preclude- the ope*' 
rttion of fuch difcretionary conduct in the adminiftra- 
tioo of this kingdom, as circumftances might call for, 
has informed the Directors, that he has gone fo far a* 
even to condition the exiftence of the revenue itfelf* 
with the exclusion of the Company, his matter*, front 
all interference whatfoever; for in his letter to Mr^ 
Wbeler, dated Benares, 20th September 1784, are 
the following words : " The Aumils [Colle&ors] de« 
*' manded that a claufe (hould be inferted in their 
** engagements, that they were to be in full force foe 
" the complete term of their leafes, provided that na 
* € foreign authority was exercifed over them ; or, in 
* € othqr words, thai their engagements were ta eeaj* 
€€ whenever tbey Jbould be interrupted in their funSfon* 
€€ kf the interference of an Englijh agent. This requifi* 
" tion was officially notified to me by the acting MU 
** nifter, and referred to me in form by the Nsbob 
Vizier* for my previous confent to it : I encouraged 
it, and I gave my confent to it." And the laid 
Haftings has been guilty of the high prefumptio© to 
inform his faid Mailers, that he has taken that courib 
to compel them not to violate the affurances given by 
him in their name ;— " There is one condition [namo* 
" iy, the dfoove condition] which ejfentially eonneSts tha 
44 confirmation of the fettlement it/elf with the inttrefls 
u of the Company? 

LXXVIIL 

That the faid Warren Haftings, who did flxew an 
indecent diftruft of the Company V faith, did fiidea* 

S s " \ vour 
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VQur, bfcfpre that time, at ether times, namely, in his 
inftrixftioft* to fhe Secret Agent, Maj^r, V&ngg $ .fytfd 
ttje 6th of? May i?%i> to limit the confidence tp W «- 
pofed ia the Brifilb Government to the duration of Jiis 
own power, in the following words, in the 5th article* 
< c It is very much my defire tc> imprefs the Nabob Wfith 
< c a thorough confidence in the, faith and juftic^of our 
" Government ; that, is tp fay, in my own., vtfiUfc I am 
" at the head of it : I cannot be anfwerahle for the adts 
u > of others independent of me." 

* 

• That the faid Warren Haftings did, in his letter, 
dated Benares, the rftof O&ober 1784, to thef* Court 
of Directors, write, " that if they [the Directors] m^- 
<c nifefted no fyrnptoms of an intended interference, the 
obje&s of his engagements will be obtained ; but if 
a different policy lhall be adopted; if new agents 
€c are fent into the country, and armed with authority 
u for the purpofes of vengeance or corruption, {for to 
u no other will they be applied) ; if new demands are 
** made on the Nabob Vizier, and accounts overcharged 
*' On one fide, with a wide latitude taken on the other, 
u to fwell his debt beyond the means of payment ; if 
•* political dangers are portended, to ground on them 
** the plea of burdening his country with unnecefiary 
*' ' defences and enormous fubfidies ; or if, even abftain- 
€€ Ing from direH encroachment on the Nabob's rights, 
u your government lhall fhew but a degree of perfonal 
g€ tindne/s to the partizans of the late ufurpation, or by 
€ * any conftruftive indication of partiality and diffatis- 
u fa&ion, furnijh grounds for the expe&ation of an ap- 
S€ proacbing chanjge of fyftem ; — I am forry to fay that 
** all my htbours will prove abortive.'* » 




LXXX. 

That all the meafurcs deprecated in future by the 
iaid Warren Haftings, with a reference to former con- 
dud, in his feveral letters aforefaid, being (fo far as the 
lame are intelligible), fix in number, have been all of 
* . - : them 
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-them thfe proper a&s and meifoft* oF eft? Yaiff Warn* 
Ha&ngs himfdf ,- for j he did himfeinfiMt of ill intfb^ 
'diice, and did : afterwards continue and* ftfpport, that 
interference (which he now informs the Cofcrfof Di- 
ib&Ste ** is ruinotts and 'difreputable, and whfch'ttfe 
** ^yjjrntptotttt o f znini en Hon to reneW, he ctmfiders iA 
tiiir ;hi^heff degree dangerous) ;" ' he dki ; 3irfe(3r> ^itH 
^ contrbiKng and abfolure authority, in every depart- 
ment of government, and in every diftrhft in the doml* 
nions of the Nabob of Oude. — Secondly, The ap- 
pointment of agents, which was eminently the a& oY 
his own adminiftration ; ' he not only retaining many 
agents in the- country of Oude, both 4C fctrtt and 
" av&wed" but alfo fending fome of them, in defianci * 
to the orders of that very Cour; of IJirediors, to whom, 
in his faid letter of the firft of O&ober 1784, he af- 
jQgns c 5 vengeance . and corruption" ft* the only mo- 
tives that cm produce fuch appointments. — Thirdly, 
'That he the faid Warren Haftin^s did inftruft one of 
the faid agents, and did charge him, upon pain of " a 
?' dreadful refpopfibility" to perform fundry a£ts q{ 
violence agaia# i: ; perfons of the higheii diflinftioir, 
and neareft rel^ioa to the Prince $ which afts were 
juftly liable to , the imputation of "vengeance" in the 
execution, ^nd which he, in bis reply to th$ defence»©f 
Middleton to one of his charges, did decUire to be liable 
to the fufpicion of €S corruption in ths relaxation/^ 
Fourthly, That he did raife new demands pn the Vizier, 
f and overcharge accounts on one fide, and take 3 wide 
* c latitude on the other/' by fending up a new,anfj f 
before^ ujaheard-of overcharge of four hundred thou- 
sand pounds and upwards, not made by the Refideitf, 
or admitted by the Vizier j and by adding the fame, 
did fwell his debt " beyond the means of payment;" 
and did even infert, as the ninth article of his charge 
againft Middleton, " his omitting to take any notice 
** of the additional balance of rupees '26,48, 5 fly ftated 
« bv the Accountant General to be due from the 
€i Vizier on the 30th of April 1780;" to which he did * 
add 14 Facte more, making together the abovfc fum.— • 
- Fifthly, That he the faid Warren Haftings did affign 

S k 2 " political 
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*' politic*! Sugars'' in his minute of the ijth &f De- 
cember 1779, for burdening the faid Nabob of Otfde 
•* with unneceflary defences and enormous fubfidieg-;" 
siirh regard to which he then declared, that " k was 
** ettr part 9 not Wj (the Nabob's) to judge and to Sfe- 
» termine." — And fbctbly, That he did not only feew 
the dcftgn, but the faS of perfonal kindnefs to the par* 
lizans of what he here calls, as well as in another let- 
ter, and in one minute of confultation, a " tateiriur- 
" Ration/' he having rewarded the principal and mfcfl: 
obnoxious of the instruments of the iaid late ufuraa- 
tion (if fuch it was) Richard Johnlbn, Efquire, with 
4n Honourable and profitable embafiy to the Court of 
*be Nis&nv 

LXXXI. 

' Thtfr the faid Warren Haftings, therefore, by afium- 

<ing an authority which he himfelf did consider as an 

Vjutpation) and by afts, in virtue of that ufurped ^utho^ 

^rity, done in his own proper perfon, and by agents ap- 

'pohited by himfelf, and proceeding (though with fome 

^mitigation, for which one of them was by him cenfuretl 

and actfufed) undet his own exprefe ai^d pofitive orders 

and inftrudions, and thereby eftabliihing, as hebimfetf 

obferved, ** a fyftem of interference, difreputable and 

~* ruinou*, which ipould only.be fubfervient to promote 

'*' patronage, private intereft, private embezzlement, 

f * corruption, and vengeance," to the public detriment 

pf the Company, f< and tp the ruin of a once-flourifhing 

u nation, and eternally reproachful to the Britifn 

* € nattie^" and for the evileffe&s of which fyftem, " as 

* 4 his fole and ultimate hope" apd remedy, he recom- 

, . piends an entire abdication for ever, not only of all 

, power and authority, but even of the interference and 

t influence of Great Britain ^-^ 13 gu;hy pf ap high 

pfimp jnd rpifdenicapbr/ 

jjcxxn f 

?That the feid Warren Haftirigs, in his letter froni 
' Chupar Qi |h? 29th of November 1781, has reprc- 

fented 


ft 
«f 


A.& T I CLE XVI. jii 

fc&ted that- very influence, and Jtaerferencq ;( which in 
-three public papers he denominate "a lateifurgatipn") 
£$ being authorized by a regular" treaty and agreement, 
( voluntarily made with the Nabob himlelf, at a place 
'Calfed Cbunar, on the , 1 9th of September 1781, a copy 
> *f : which hath been tranfmittcd to the Court bf Di- 
re&ors; and that three perfons were prefent at the ex- 
ecution of the lame! two whereof were Middleton and 
Johnfon, his agents and refidents at Oude ; the third, 
- jhe Minister of the Nabob. And he did, in his paper 
written to the Council General* and transmitted to the 
Court of Directors, not only declare that the feid inter-/ 
ference was agreed to by the faid Nabob, and Jealed 
with his feal, but would be highly beneficial to hlmj 
alluring the faid Council, " that if the Refrdent perr 
formed his duty, in the execution of his [the faid 
Haftings's] inftruftions, the Nabob's part of the en- 
gagement will prove of ftill greater benefit to bim 
** than to our Government, in whofe behalf it was ex- 
*' aded ; and that the participation which is allowed 
'** our Refident in the infpeffion of .the public treafure, 
** will fecure the receipt of the Company ? s demands, 
'** whilft the influence which our .Government -will AL* 
** WATS p(>pjs over the public minifter of the Nabob, 
* € and the authority of our own, will he m effe&ual 
** -means of fecuring an attentive and faithfyl difcharge 
*' of their feveral trufts, both towards the Company 
+* and the Vizier/\ / 

LXXXIIL 

* , * 

And : the faid Warren Haftings did not; only fettle a 
-plan, of whichthe agency arid interference aforefaid was 
ja part, and. affert the beneficial confequences thereof, but 
« did alfo. record, thai the, fame " was a great public 
J' meafur^, .conftiwted pn a large and eflablijbedfyftim, 
" and deftry<ftjve in ite inftajit effe&s of the intereft and 
" fortune of many patronifed individuals;*' and, in 
. confequence of the laid treaty, he the faid Warren 
JHaftings did authorize and ,pofitivcly require his agent 
aCorefakl to interfere in, andcQptroi and regular, altike 

-. Nabob's 
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Nabob's affairs wbatfoever ; arid the faid Warren A Halt> 
ings having made for the Company, and in its name, 
an acquifkion of power and authority, even if it had 
%een abufed by others, he ought to have remedied the 
abuffe, and brought the guilty to condign punifhmfent, 
inftead of making another treaty, without rheir appro- 
bation, confent, or knowledge, and to this time not 
communicated to them ; by which k appears he has 
annulled the former treaty, and the authority thereby 
acquired to the Company, as a grievance and ufurpa- 
tion ; to which, from the general corruption of their 
fervice, no other remedy could be applied than a for- 
mal renunciation of their power and influence; for 
which faid adfings and doings the faid Warren Haft- 
ings is guilty of an high crime and mifdemeanor. 

lxxxiv. ; 

t * * - 

.That the Company's army in India is an objeift re- 
quiring the moil vigilant and conftant infpe&ion, both 
% to the happinefs of the natives, the fecurity of the $riv 
tiftx power, and to its own obedience and difcipline^ 
dpes, require that infpe&ion, in proportion as it is re- 
moved from the principal feat . of Gki^ernment ; and 
the number and difcipline of the trofcps kepj: up by the 
native Princes, along with BritUh troops, is alfoof great 
moment and importance to the fame fends : That War- 
fen Haftings, Efquire, pretending to purfue the fame, 
did, in virtue of an authority acquired by the treaty of 
Chunar aforefaid, give ftriCt orders, and to which he 
did demand a mo ft implicit obedience, that all officers of 
the Nabobs army fhould be appointed u with the con- 
(i currence of the Refident ;" and fuppofing the cafe, that 
perfons of obnoxious defcription, or of known difaffec- 
tion to the Britilh Government (of which he left the 
Refident to be the Judge) he did direct in the follow- 
ing words : " You are in fueh cafe to remonftrate 
€t againft it; and if the Vizier fhould perfift in his 
€€ choice, you are peremptorily, and in toy name, to 6p- 
• c pofe it als a breach of bis agreement ;" and he did alio 
4ir«&j that the " Maotiana [qr foldiers employed for 
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*< the- colle&ion of revenue} fhould be reformed, and 
f c reduced into one .corps for the whole- fervice; and 
€€ that no infantry Ihould be left in the Nabob's fervice, 
'.' but what .may be neceffary for his body guard ;"— 
and he did farther order and direct as follows : " That 
'{.ia quelling diflurbances, the Commander of the 
H fjorces ihould affift you [the faid Refident] on the re- 
€< jquifitionof the Vizier, communicated through you 

Y to.him [the faid Commander] or at your own Jingle 

V application. It is directed, that the regiment ordered 
f * for the immediate protection of your office and per-* 
i' fon, at Lucknow, fhall , be relieved every three 
" months, and during its ftay there fhall a& folely and 
" exclufively under your orders." And it appears, in 
the cou rfe of the Company's correfpondence, that the 
country troops, under the Nabob's fole dire&ion, would 
be ill-difciplined and unferviceable, if not worfe ; and 
therefore the faid Warren Haftings did order, that " no 
f < infantry Ihould be kept in his fervice;" yet it appears 
that the faid Warren Haftings did make an arrangement 
for a body of native troops, wholly out of the contrdl 
or Infpe&ion of the Britiih ^Government, and left a 
written order in the hands of Major Palmer (one of his 
agenti, who hadf been continued there, though the 
Company was Sbt permitted to employ any) to be trans- 
mitted to Colonef Cumming, as toon as an adequate 
for oe fhall be provided for the defence of the Nabob's 
frontier, by detachments from the Nabob's oivn batta- 
lions, the faid Colonel Cumming's forces, whom th$. 
others were to fuperfede and replace, ponfifting wholly 
of infantry, and which, being* intended for the fame 
fervice, were probably of the fame constitution. • 

LXXXV. 

That the old brigade of Britifh troops, which by 
treaty was to remain, had been dire&ed, by the inftruc* 
tions of; the faid Haftings to the Refident Middleton* 
and to the Refident Briftow, " not to be employed, at 
" the reqirifition of the Vizier, any otherwife than 
" through the Refident ;" and the faid dire&ion was 
i . • ^ ,' properly 
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properly given, it not being fit that Britiih troops 
fliould be under the fole direction of foreign indepen- 
dent Princes, or of any other than the Britiih Govern- 
ment ; yet, notwithftanding the proper and necefiary 
dire&ion aforefaid, he the faid Warren Haftings hath 
left the faid troops, by his new treaty, without any local 
control, or even infpe&ion, notwithftanding his powers 
under the treaty of Chuhar, and his own repeated or-^ 
ders; and notwithftanding the mifchiefs and dangers 
which the faid Warren Haftings did forefee would re- 
sult therefrom, if left under the fole direction of the 
Nabob, and their own difcretion, the feid Haftings 
having stipulated with the faid Nabob not to exercilc 
any authority, or even influence, fecret or avowed, with* 
in his dominions. 

LXXXVI. 

That the crime of the faid Warren Haftings^ in atr 
tempting thus to abandon the Britiih army to the fole 
cbfpretion of the Nabob of Oude, is exceedingly . ag- 
gravated by the defcription given by him feverally of 
the faid Nabob of Oude, and of the Britiih army fta- 
' tioned for the defence of his dominions ; in his letters 
to the Court of Dire&ors, and in his minutes of con~ 
fultation, and particularly in his letter of 

immediately on the accefBon of the 
Nabob, he did inform the faid Court,- " that the Na- 
bob had not, by all accounts, the qualities of the 
head or heart which fitted him for that office, though 
there was no difpute concerning his right to fuc- 
u ceed;" and fome years afterwards, when his accounts 
muft have been rendered mare certain, be did, in his 
minute of cflnfultation, of the 15th of December 1779* 
(regularly tranfmitted to the Court of Dire&ors) upon 
a difcuffion for withdrawing certain troops, kept up in 
the Nabob's country 'without his conieat by mm tho 
faid Warren Haftings, ftrongly urge as follows ; u Tha 
#< necejity of maintaining the influence and force which 
•* we poflefs in the country, that the difordcrs of his 
*' fta&e [the Nabob of Oude's ftate] and dilation of 
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<* his revenues, are the effe&s of his own conduft, 
?* which has failed, not fo much from the ufual effedts 
€l of incapacity, as from, the deteftable choice he h**$ 
*< made of the minifters of his power, and the parti- 
€€ cipation of his confidence, I forbear to expatiate 
"-farther on his character: it is fufficient that I am 
€€ undefftood by the members of this Board, who muft 
know the truth of my allufions. Mr. Francis [a 
member of the Board] furely was not aware of the 
injury he did me [Warren H^ftings] by attributing 
to the fpirit of party the character I gave Afuph .ul 
Dowlah [the Nabob of Qude] he himfelf knows it 
fo be true ; and it is one of thofe notorieties which ftiper- 
fede the neceffity of any evidence.. I was forced to the 
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** allufion I made, by the imputation caft on this Govern- 
€€ tnenty as having caujed the evils which prevail in the 
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Government of the Nabob, of Oude, zvbicb I could only 
anfwer by afcribing them, to their true caufe % the charac- 
ter and conduit of the Nabob of Oude." And the Re- 
fident (appointed by the faid Haftings, agaihft the or- 
ders of the Court of Directors) as his particular confi- * 
dential reprefentative, one ljrhom the laid Nabob did 
himfelf requeft might be continued with him, by ah en- 
gagement in writing, for ever, did fome time before, that 
is, on the 3d of January 1779, aflure the faid^Haftings 
and the Council'-" General, " that fuch is his Excel- 
" lency's [the Nabob of Oude's] difpofition, and fo , 
" entirely has he loft the confidence and affe&ions of 3 
<c his fubjefts, that unlefs fome reftraint -is impofed oil 
" him, which would effectually fecure thofe who live 
under the proteftion of his government from vio- 
lence and opprefliota, I am but too well convinced, 
that no man of reputation or property will long con- 
tinue in thefe provinces." And that the faid Refi- 
dent proceeds to an inftarice of oppreifion and rapine, 
out of many of the Nabob's, which has caufed a total 
,difafie£tion and want of confidence among, his fub- 
* je&s ; he hoped the- Board would take it imp their 
<• humane confederation, and interpofe their infiuenci, 
and^prevent an aft which would inevitably bring 
" difgraqe upon himfelf, and a proportionable degree 
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" of diferedit on -the national character of the EngKffi„ 
** which I confider to Vc more or lefs concerned \iy 
u every a& of his adminiftratiofl." 

tXXXVII. 

That no exception was ever taken by the faid Wa*- 
Tcn Haftings to the truth of the fads, or to the juftnefs- 
©f the obfcrvation of the faid Refident, which he did 
tranfmit to the Court of Dire&ors. And the faid 
Warren Haftings, in his letter from Chunar, dated the 
29th of November 1 78 i y freaking of the reftraints 
which had been put by him the faid Haftings on the 
.Nabob, relative tahis own Mootiana^ or forces for col- 
lection and police, and the neceflity of giving the Resi- 
dent a control in the nomination of the officers of his 
army, has afferted, " that the neceffity of the referva- 
** tion arofe from a too-well»known defeat in the Nit- 
" bob's cl.vsffcorj if this check be withdrawn, and the 
€c choice iexc abfolutely to the Nabob, the firft com- 
" mands in his army will be filled with the moft worth- 
€€ lefs and abandoned of his fubjedts 1 — his late Com- 
€€ mander in Chief is a fignal and fcandalaus inftan<^ 
.« of this." 

LXXXVIIL 

And the faid Warren Haftings, in his letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated Benares, the 15th of Octo- 
ber 1784, even after he had made the aforefaid renun- 
ciation of the Company's authority and influence to the 
Nabob, did write, " that the Nabob, though moft 
M gentle in his manners, and endued with an under- 
** ftanding much above the common level, has beea 
" unfortunately bred up in habits that draw his attention 
€€ too much from his own affairs*, andoften fubjedfchim 
" to the guidance of infidious and unvmthj confidants*" 
which, though more decently exprefflbd, with regard 
to the Nabob, than in his former minutes, fubffcntially 
agrees with them. And the faid Warren Haftings did 
inform the Court of Directors, after he had fdlemnly 
"covenanted to withdraw all die Company's influence, 

oa 
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-en the aflurances and promifes of a perfon fo -by him* 
felf defcribed, that, for reafons grounded on his know- 
ledge of the imbecility of the character of- the Nabob, 
he waited in a frontier town, " that he might be at 
€€ hand to countera(5t any attempt to defeat the effedt 
* c of his proceedings at Lticknow;" and in his letter 
to Mr. Wheler from the fame place, he did write in 
the following words : ** I am ftill near enough to attend 
'* to the firft effe&s ©f the execution, and to interfere 
" with my influence for the removal of any ehftruc- 
" tions to which they are or v may be liable/* He 
therefore, found that there was nqne, or but an ineffi- 
cient fecurity to the effe& of his treaty, but in his own 
dire<£t perfonal violation of it. What otherwife was 
wanting in the fecurity for the Nabob's engagements, 
was to be fupplied as follows : " The moft refpe&able 
*' perfora; of his family will be employed to counteract 
" every other which may tend to warp him from it^ 
<€ and I am forry to fay thatjuch vffiftanee was wanting." 
,And in another letter, ■** that he had equal ground to 
* 4 expert eyery degree of fuppprt which could be given 
- £i it by the firft cbarafters of his family % who are warmljr 
**? and zealoufly interefted in it'.* T!*e principal ejate 
,<haradter of the family, aaid of the* jojoft influence in 
that family, ^being Salar Jung, uncle to the Nabobs 
.and the firft female characters of the family, being the 
.mother and grandmother of the reigning fovereign ; 
&U of wjjionij male and female, .he the faid Warren 
Raftings, in fuadry letters of his ow*i, in. the tranf* 
million of various official documents, and even in affi*- 
davits ftudioufly collected, and fworn befpre Sir Elijah 
Impey during his ftiort residence at Lucknoyy an$ Be- 
nares, did himfelf reprefent as perfons entirely difaf* 
ieded to the Englifli power in India, as having beea 
principal "promoters, if not original contrivers, of a 
general rebellion and Revolt, for the utter jextirpation 
i){ the Englifli nation ; and, a j fuch, he the faid Warren 
Haftings did compel the Nabob reluctantly to take 
from them their landed eftates ; and yet the laid Warr 
ren Haftings has had the prefumption to attempt to im- 
jpjQfe oa the Eaft-India Company, by pretending to 
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place his rcKance on thofe three perfons for a fettle- 
ment favourable to the Company's interefts, on his re- 
nunciation of all their own power, authority, and in- 
fluence, and on his leaving their army to the fole and 
uncontrolled difcretion of a ftranger, meriting, in his 
opinion, the defcription given by him as aforefaid, as 
well as by him frequently aflerted to be politically in- 
capable of fupporting his own power, without the aid 
of the forces of the Company, And the offence of 
the faid Warren Haftings, in abandoning a confiderable 
part of the Britifh army in the manner aforefaid, is 

. much increafed by the defcription which he has himfelf 
given of the ftate of the faid army, and particularly 
of that part thereof which is ftationed in the Nabob of 
Oude's dominions. For he did himfelf, on the 2,9th of 
November 178 1, tranfmit the information following 
on that fubjedt to the Court of Dire&ors, namely, 
€ i that the remote flations of thofe troops, placing the 
* € commanding officers beyond the notice and control 
" of the Board [the Council General] at Calcutta, af- 

' €€ forded too much of opportunity and temptation for 
" unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion of 
*' peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army; a 
" moft remarkable inftance, and uncontrovertible proof 
" of the prevalence of this fpirit, has-been feen in the 
" Court Martial upon Captain Erfkine, where the Court, 
iC compofed of officers of rank and refpe&able charac- 
" ters, unanimoufly and honourably, (moft honourably) 
" upon an acknowledged faft, acquitted him, which, 
" in tjmes of, ftridter difcipline, would have been 
" deemed a. crime deferving the fevereft punifhment.** 
From which, representation (if the faid Warren Haf- 
tings did not falfely ai)d unjuftly accufe and flander the 
Company's fervice) it appeared, that the peculation 
which infefted the whole army, derived from the taint 
which it had in Oude, and fo fat^l to the difcipline of 
the troops, would be dangeroufly Tncreafed by his treaty 
and agreement aforefaid with the Nabob; and by his 
own faid evit coqnfel to the Court of Directors, 

LXXXIX. That 
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LXXXIX. " / . 

That it appears, after the faid Warren Haftings had t 
on grounds io difgraceful to the Britilh potion and Go- 
vernment, agreed to remove for ever the Britilh influ^ 
cnce and interference from the Government of Oude, 
on account of the diforders in the faid Government,, 4 
folely produced by his own criminal adts and criminal 
connivances, that he did overturn his own fettlement 
as foon as he had made it ; and did, after he had abor 
lilhed the Company's Refidency as a grievance, wholly 
violate his own folemn agreement ; for he did, for his 
private purpofes, continue therein his own private 
agent, Major Palmer, *with a number of officers and 
p^nfioners, at a charge to the revenues of the country 
greatly exceeding that of the eftablifhment under Mr, 
Briftow, which he did reprefent as frighcrully epor- 
mous, ancj which he pretended to remove ; the former 
amounting to 1 12,9501., the latter only to 64,202-1. 

xc. 

That his own fecret -agent, Major Palmer, did re- 
ceive a falary or allowance equal to 22,800!. a year out 
of the diftrefled province of Oude ; and this the faid 
Palmer did declare not to be more than he abfolutely 
difl really and bona fide fpend ; and that he had retrench- 
ed confiderably " ifi fome of the articles," fin^e the ex- 
€€ pence has been borne by the Vizier, and in every " 
u particular he made as little parade and appearance as 
" his ftation would admit," his ftation being that of 
the faid Warren Haftings's private agent. But if the 
laid large falary muft be confidefed as merely equal to 
the expences, large fecret emoluments muft be . pre T 
fumed to attend it, in order to make it a place advan^ 
tageous to the holder thereof. • That the faid Palmer 
did apply to the Board at Calcutta for a new authority 
to continue the faid eftablifliments, he conceiving their 
continuance, " after ^he period trf the Governor Gene T 
4C rars departure, depended upon the pleafure of the 
u Board, and not upon the authority of the Governor t Ge- 
" neral, under thefan&ion of which they wer$ eftablifhed 
V or confirmed" k 

XCI. That 
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XCI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in order to ruin the 
Refident Briftow, and to juftify himfelf for his former 
proceedings refpe&ing him, did bring before the Board 
a ne^ charge againft him, for having paid a large efta- 
blilhment of offices and penfions to the Company's fer- 
vants from the revenues of Oude ; and the faid Brif- 
tow, in making his defence againft the charge afore- 
faid, did plead, that he had found all the allowances 
on his lift eftablifhed~feefore his laft appointment to the 
Jctefidency; that they had grown to that exceis in the 
interval between his .fir ft removal by the faid Warren 
.Haftings and his re-appointment ; and having adduced 
.many reafons to make it highly improbable that the 
•faid Haftings was perfectly well acquainted with it, and 
vdid approve of the expenfive eftablifhments which he 
the faid Briftow.limply had paid, but not impofed, he 
did alledge, befides the official afiurances of his prede-^ 
ceffor, Middleton, pertain fads, as amounting to a di- 
rect proof that the governor General, Warren Haf- 
tings, was not averfe to the Vizier's granting large fa- 
laries to more than one European gentleman ; and the 
jirft inftance was to Mr. Thomas, a furgeon, who, ex- 
clufive of his pay from the Company, which was 
1440I. a year, claimed from the Vizier, lyith Mr. Haf- 
• tings's knowledge, the fum of 9763!. a year, and up- 
wards, making together 11,203!. per annum. The 
next was Mr. Trevor Wheler, who did receive upon 
the feme eftablifhmept, when he was fourth affiftant a$ 
Oude, 6,oooU a year; and which l^ft fait the faid 
Haftings has admitted upon record, ** that the accu- 
*' fations of Mr. Briftow and Mr f Cowper, did oblige 
*' and compel him to acknowledge/' denying at the 
fame time that the allowance of the Rpfidents Middle- ' 
-ton and Briftow, except in this (ingle inftance, were 
ever authorifed by him ; whereas his own agent, Pal- 
mer, did,, in his letter of the 27th of March 178^ 
reprefent, that the faid falaries and allowances (if not 
*nore *and larger) were by him aythorifed or conr 
firmed. 

XCII. That 
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XCII. 

That tHe aforefaid Briftow, did alfo produce the. 
following letter, in proof that Mr. Haftings knew and 
approved of large falaries to Britifh fubjedb upon the 
Revenues of Oude ; and which he did declare, that no- 
thing but the neceffity of felf-defence could have in* 
duced him to produce. 
" Dear Briftow, 

" Sir Eyre Coote has Tome field allowances to receive 
*' from the Vizier^ they amount to Sicca rupees 15,554 
** per month ; and he has been paid up by the Viaier 
." to the 20th of Auguft 1782. The Governor has 
i € direfted me to write to you, to requeft you to re- 
M ceive what is due from the Vizier from the 20th of 
* c Auguft laft, at the rate of Lucknow Sicca rupees 
44 1 5,554 per month, and fend me a bill for the amount, 
** the receipt of which I will acknowledge in the ca- 
** pacity of Sir Eyre Coote's attorney ; and the Govcr- 
44 nor defires, that you will continue to receive Sir 
** Eyre Coote's field allowances at the fame rate, and 
41 remit the money to me as it comes in. 

44 Calcutta, January /cv • 

25,1783. &&** 

CHARLES CROFTES.* 

XCIIL 

That Sir Eyre Coote aforefaid was, at the time of 
the faid field allowances, not ferving in the country of 
^ude, on which the faid allowances were charged, but 
in the Carnatic. 

XCIV. 

That from the declaration of the faid Haftings him- 
felf, that it was the convi&ion of Mr. Briftow and Mr. 
Cowper, that could alone oblige and compel him to ac- 
'knowUdge certain of his aforefaid practices, and that 
nothing bit the neceffity of jelf defente could have in- 
duced Mr. Briftow to make public another, and much 
ftronger inftance of the fame, it is to be violently prefu- 
ined, that where thefe two, or either, or both, necefiities 
did not exift, many evil and oppreffive practices of the 
faid Haftings do remain undifcovered. That if it 
had not been for the contefts between him the faid 

Haftings, 
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Haftings, and the Refident Briftow, not only the before- 
mentioned particulats, but the whole of the expenfive 
civil eftabliihments for Englilh fervants at Oude, would 
have been for ever concealed from the Dire&ors, and 
from Parliament; and yet the' faid Haftings, has had 
the audacity to' pretend . fo compjete an ignorance of 
the fafts, that, rcprefenting the Vizier as objecting to 
the largenefs of the payments made by Briftow, and 
Hating a very ^reducid lift, "which he was willing to 
allow for, amounting to 30,000!. a year, the faid 
Haftings did affeft to be alarmed at the magnitude even 
of the lift fo curtailed, expreffing himfelf as follows^ 
in his minute of the 7th of December 1784— " For 
. €€ my own part, when the Vizier's Minifter firft in- 
" formed me, that the amount which his mafter had 
authorifed, and was willing to admit, for the charges 
of the Refidency, and the allowances of the gentle- 
* c men at Lucknow, was 25,000 rupees. per month, J 
* c own I was ftartled.at the magnitude of the fum^ 
* c and was fome days hefitating in my mind, whether 
€i I could with propriety admit of it :" whereas he 
well kpew, that the three fums, alone, of which the 
neceffities aforefaid had compelled the difcovery, did 
greatly exceed that fum, of which, fet the firfl hearing, 
he affects to be exceedingly alarni^d^and thrown into 
a ftate of hefitation, which contipueq*for fome days ; 
and although he, the faid Haftings, was confeious that 
he had, 'at the very time, author ifed an eftabliflimerit 
to more than four times the amount thereof. 

xcv. 

That in the faid deceits, prevarications, contradic- 
tions, malicious, accufations, fradulent concealments, 
and compelled difcoveries, as well as in the faid fe- 
cret, corrupt, and prodigal difpofition of the revenues 
of Oude, as well as his breach of faith to the Nabob, 
in continuing expenfive eftabliihments, under a private 
agent of his own, after he had agreed to remove the 
Company's agent, the faid Warren Haftings is guilty 
of an high offence and mifdemeanor. 
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. In a few Pqys i»Hlbe fuMified, 

N authentic Copy of the Remainder of thefe Article!, printed In 
the fame Size and Manner as the preceding* 


Sjxed'tly will be PuhltJkeJt^ in One Volume Qelavo 9 

[Printed alfo in an uniform Manner with thefe Articles,] 

* An EAST-INDIA REMEMBRANCER; being an Authentic 
Copy of the Several Letters, Papers, and Documents laid 
before the House of \ OMMONS, in the prefent, Scflion of Parliament* 
relative to the Britilh Intercuts in India ; aad particularly thofe in Bent 
gal, Oude, and 6ohud, &c. &c. in the Years *?Sq, 1781, t78* f 
1783, and 1784, during the AdminUtration of WAftttEN Hastings, 

PROCEEDINGS of the British Inhabitants of Madras, 
•n the Subject of Mr. BiTT's East-India Bill, at a Meeting -held 
at the* Town Hall of Fort St. George, on Monday the 19th Day of 
September 1785, in Confluence of a fummoftt by John Snow, Efq. 
fth/rifF of Madras. 

. Copy of a Letter from Warren Hastings, Efq. to the Court 
pi Directors, relative to their Cenfure on his Conduct a; 6enares$ 
and alfo the Answer, of the Court of Directors (hereto ; pre fen ted to 
the House of Commons, upon the 2d Day of March, 1786. 

To which is added, 

Mr. Hastings's Litter, to William Devaynes, RG^ 
Chairman of the Ea^- India Company; from Cheltenham, July n» 
1785 ; on the Subject of Money received. 

Mr. FRANCIS'S Speech in the Hpufe pf Commons, March 7, 
t? fi £. Price is. 

A COLLECTION of the tnoft eftecmed East-India Tracts, 
that were printed from 1780 so 1785, in, Six Volumes. Price si. as, 
half bound and lettered. 

The Ninth Report from, the Select Committee, appointed to 
take into Confideration, tjie State of the Adminiftration of Juftice t 
in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. A new Edition r 
Price 3 s. • 

* # * The above interefting Report contains an Account of the 
Conduct of Warren Hastings, Efq. and of Richard Bar* 

• WELL, Efq. 

The Eleventh Report from the Select Committee, appointed 
to take into Confideration, the State of the Adminiilration of Jufbtsj 
in the Provinces of Bengal, Pahar, and Orifla. Price ss. , $ 

§+§ This Report contains an Account of the Money received and 
acknowledged by Warren Haftings, Efq. 

The HEIRESS j a Comedy. By Lieut. Gen* John BurgoynC, 
fcs performed at the Theatre Royal, Prury Lane, The 4th Edition, 
frice is. 64. 


fiCrOT*RRJ¥TEirFO!t.J. JJEBRETT, 

/ 
% 

A SHORT ADDRESS to tjic FUBUC : Cootaimn^ ToAe 
Thoughts how the National Debt may be reduced, and all Hone 
Taxes,, including Land Tax, abofilhecL By WILLIAM Lord 
NEWHAVEN. v Price, is, ^ 

OBSERVATIONS on the'Rfcfoiif of the Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons, appointed to inquire into, the .State of the IjJritifli Fifhexy, 
By' Robert Fal£, Efq. 'Price is. ' , v 

SPEECH of GEORGE DALLAS, Efq. Member of the Corifc 
mi tree appointed, by tba.Britifli Injiabita^ reading in Bengal, for the 
Purpofe of preparing Petitions td Hi's lvIajetfyY and both'Houfes of 
Parlianf^Ht; (Keying RtdreiVfcg»'m1t an AcYof Pariiamerft, &cTas de» 
live red by him at a Meeting held at the Theatre,, tp. Calcutta, on the 
15th of July, 1785. A'new Edition, with Additions. Price is. 6d. 

• MEMOIRS of the Baron De TotV, on the Turks* and th$ 
Tartars, tranflated from the French, by an Englifh Gentleman at 
Paris, under the IMMEDIATE lR$rECtIOJr of the BARON. Iti 
Tve>K. "Price it>s, Sn 'Boards. "* * ■ • 1 

• The" Plt*LIAM&NTARY REGISTER* containing accurate^, 
full, and impaitial Account of the Debates of .the laft Scifiont collatci 
*vith th'v Noles and Papers of fcvcrstl Gentlemen, who have very oblig- 
.fngfy coin mum cared the'-famc." Ift two large Volumes, half boutli 
frmHctteredl ....••-■. ; •• 

• Tlw NEW -iomrBaBG HOSPITAL FOR WIT : Bcinei 
Collection of fugitive Pieces in Profe and Verfe,' not in. any other 
Coll eel ion. * A new Edition,- confiderably improved and enlarged} 
in which pre Inferred fevcrat cmiou* Pieces, by Lady Craven, the 
^Tarqnis of Carmarthen, the EaVls of Carhfle, Charlcmonf, Nugen] 
Jluchan; Cheflerfield, Chatham; DelaWarj the Lords 4 Townfnen<' 
Palmerfton, Mulgravc, Holland, Lytrclton, /Harvey ; the Right Hon* 
C. J. -Fox, Right Hon. Col; Fitzpatricl^ Jtight Hon. C. York* 
Coiintefs- Temple, Lady M« W. Montague, M\i. Grev'ille; "Mifs Car* 
ter, Mrs. Leriox ; tfce Jfbn. H. \Valpole,' and T. LUttrell; Sif^ 
WVRraper, Sir j. Moofejf'Sir W. Jorte4; -Sir W." Young, Sif Charles* 
Hanbury Williams; J f Wilkes, p. Gavrick, R. B. Sheridan, R 1 . 
tfickelr, G. Ellis, J. Counenay; j. 8/ Half, Caleb Whitefbord, G. 
Colman, R: CumbcrlanJl, C. Antiey/ W/ Hay ley, S. Jenyns, lE 
Thornton, Efqrs.j Doctors B, Franklin, Anhftrong, Beattie ; Capt< 



An AYSLTJM for FUGITIVE ijjECES, in Profe arid Verfl» 
hot in any other 'Cofleelion": vith'fevtra? pieces never before pufyt 
Timed; including the CR1TJQJJ&S on the ROLLIAD, revifed - x Ttff 
PROBATIONARY ODES for the LAUREAT.SH1P; Lord G— M$ 

DIARY ; Lord M E on Eloquence; and fevcral Jeu des Efprits* 

written by PERSONS of FASHION, on many late Public Topics, 
intended as a Supplement to' the above Work. A new'Edition» ^Prici 
^s. fewed. ' " ' '" ' ... 

'%* The. Second Vg^ume of this Work is now in the Prefs, ajiaf 
Mil be fpecdily published, Thofe Gentlemen, who are defircras of'con* 
tributmg to tW prt'&nt XvHedion, -are humbly fe^ifefled to "roajufc 
their Communications as early as~ poffible. ** 


